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Public opinion research is a

~ .sobering venture, for the world

that emerges from one’s in-

. vestigation is a -gray, complex,

frequently unexciting world. It
- does not have the sharp bright
colors and the clear contrasts of a
newspaper headline or a news
magazine cover story or the
‘Sunday . supplement feature
article! . ‘

These latter sources of in-
formation would have us believe
that there is a generation gap;

" survey research can find no trace

of such a gap. Nor much of a
trace of the new politics, and only
“a six or seven percentage pomt

" trace of “’political polarization.”

Recently, my -colleague,
William McCready, and | began a
‘study &f mysticism in American
society. Almost everyone we
talked to expected we'd find the

“new mysticism” concentrated
among young people and much
of this ‘“new mysticism’” would be

. drug induced.

We found a lot of people in
American society who had had

some kind of ecstatic experience,
in the course of their lives (37

percéntage points), and a fair
-number (5 percentage

ints —
10,000,000 people) who have
such. experiences frequently, but
in our national sample we could
not find a sifigle ecstatic whose
mystical interlude had been
induced by drugs, and the
younger generatlon was no more
likely .to have mystical ex-
periences than their elders. In-
deed, there was absolutely
nothing in our data to give any
evidence at all of the “‘new
mysticism” and lots of evidence
to persuade us that the ecstatics
we had uncovered were anything
but hippies (and, let it be quickly
added, there was also much.
evidence that they were anythrng
but neurotics).

There are, of course a number

" of people who are. pursuing

mystical experience with the aid
of hallucinagenic drugs and,

. more recently, self-hypnosis

yoga,” Zen, ' and trascendental
meditation. The. people who write
the: newspaper and magazine
articles are not creatinig such
would-be ecstatics out of whole
cloth, but the self-conscious new
mystlcs are such a tiny.proportion
of the whole population that they
do not even show up in the
national sample. This does not
necessarily mean ‘that they are
unimportant; it simply means
there are not very many of them.

To the extent, then, that there
are “trends” in American society,
they are created either by . a

. segment of the population so

Red Cross

Seeks Help
Because of the oLacPidW ex-

panding Regional .Bl Program
and the increased -demand for

blood in the 39 hosgrtals supplied
by its program, the Red Cross

needs more volunteers.

“Volunteers play an extremely

. important role in the collection

of blood,” according to Mrs.

“Murray - Goddard volunteer

chairman. They are 'trained to do

. much- of the prelrmrnary work,

such as registering donors,
assisting staff rurses, an takrng

temperatures. Hours range.from 7
a.m. to 7 p.m.

l Intervrews wrll bé Monday,
Sept. 10, Tuesday, Sept. 11 and

'Wednesday, Sept 13from 10am.

to 3 pm Red Cross
Headquarters, 50Pr|nce St. For an

interview appointment or for

. more mformatron call Red Cross,
’275-9800

. KOFC'MEETS
The New Vorl( State kmghts ol"

Columbus held:  their annual

statewide meeting last weekend .

e at Grossmger’s Hotel-'

small that it does not show up on
a national probability sample or
in rare instances (such as polltlcal
polarization in the last decade),
the trends are composed of
perhaps 10 per cent of the

national population.

Dramatic trends are very rare
though they do occur: the classit
example is the changing attitudes
of Americans on race in the last
.15 years. Curiously enough, this
trend, which can be documented
without'a shadow of a doubt, is
simply not believed by those who
take for granted the generation
gap, political polanzatlon the
decline of religion, the
sexuality,” and the

‘““new
mysticism " :

The grayness and the com- -

plexity of the survey researcher’s
world leads this survey researcher
to be very skeptical when
someone arrives on the scene and
announces the .’’new trend” in
American Catholicism. The
trends may be sharp and dramatic
to small elite groups — priests,
nuns, a relative%\andful of laity —
but most of the newly announced
trends don’t effect the over-
whelming majority of the
Catholic  population * which
“usually. is not even aware of
them.

Thus, a couple of years ago we
were told about a Catholic
“swing to the left.” As far as |
could discover, this “swing” was
represented by the Berrigans and
their admirers. Such a group is
capable of making a considerable
amounit of noise but would have
been invisible. in a national
sample of Catholics. Indeed, my
guess would be that less than 20
per cent of the Catholic
population had even heard of the
Berrigans (it's amazing how many
people don’t watch the television
news broadcasts). .

- Now we hear about the
“resurgence of the Catholic
right.” The Catholics United for
the Faith, the Wanderer gang,
fundamentallsm pentecostalism
— all of these are,supposed to be
a new trend .in American
Catholicism. My gwn guess is that
they are no moré important than
. the Berrigans and ought to be
takén no more seriously as
spokesmen for any substantial
group of the Catholic populatron

Pentecostalismis indeed a vital
and dynamic religious movement

but | would bet that in the forth-

coming redo of the 1963 paro-
chial school
find that less than 1 per cent of
the Catholic population has been
involved with the. pentecostals,
and the Wanderer crowd and its
dubious allies are s& small as to
be almost invisible even when

compared wrth the pentecostal

surge.

It does not follow that they are
not an rnterestrng phenomenon
but not everythltr;ﬁ that is in-
teresting is worth taking serrously,
much less worrying about.
Wanderer may. be the greatest
comic journal since the decline

Mad ‘but whatever power it
has comes from the regrettable

_fact that some bishops and pas-
tors ' permit themselves to be
terrified by it, and take seriously
the harassments of its devout and
dedicated readers.

The Wanderer gang and the
Berrigan cultists have a_ number
of things in common. They are

both_a miniscule fraction,of the .

population, they are both ab-
solutely eonvinced of their own
‘moral rectitude and perception
and the lmmorallty of evéryone
else, and they. both deﬂen : for
whatever power they have on
their capacity to create dlStUI"
bance and to attract attentlon
They are fun to- write

annovyarice to- have to. live wrth
and absolutelv rrrelevant save. to

those who permit themselves to

"~ be morally blackmarled

““new -

. used by the members }/
. conspiracy for their owf. lbarl”

study we will .

+ residence ' -
Maher; - the: first brshop bf the .
diocese and now blshopnof San» .

. DlegO
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By PAT PETRASKE

Since a request for fun lng has
been denied.by the Conjmunity

Chest, the Rochester Bail Fund
must come up wm ap-
proximately $20,000 o face

extinction by the end of the year.

The immediate problen‘l is not
in getting money to t bail,
which comes in from- prlvate
donations, but in ob'l:arnmg
maoney to #)ay for salaries and
supplies. “I we could just come
up with a few
typewriters, I'd be tg'
said Mrs. Barbara E
the three person sta

appy,

sctor of

rJ
Until 1972 the administrative
duties and supplies had; been
taken care of by voluntegrs, but
“Volunteers set their own time,
and sometimes it is diffitult to
depend on them,” Mrs. El lls said.

The Bail Fund explamed its

- philosophy thus in the Proposal

presented to the Community
Chest: “The Bail Fund is working
to alleviate injustices sufféred by
poor people who are def%dants
in a judicial system . . 7 heavily
weighted in favor of defendants
who have money. The
presumption that a person. is
innocent until proven guilty is

‘» Rochester Bail Fu :
Fr Andrew Greeley Feels Money P’"ch

meamnfless if that persoh must °

sit in jail for months awaiting trial
because he lacks the mgney to
post bail.” :

The two-year-old program was
denied aid because the Commu-
nity Chest considered it fnore a
federal than a local program. Mrs.
Ellis said an appeal wopld be
made for federal money “as a last
step.”

i

“It doesn’t seem likej ! they

:

- would have people arrested and

then give money to an; agency
that bails them out of iml " she
said. Reéquests have been made to
private individuals dnd to
agencies such as the Four
Downtown Churches. afd the
Genesee Ecumenical MTrstrles

The Bail Fund blossorﬁed out
of the so-called Flowgr City
Consprracy, a group df eight

ple who ransacked he
draft fl es in the Federal
as a war protest. “While/| ln 1a|
the members of the conspiracy
issued a statement to theﬁ &ffect

- that a lot of people were!ih jail

simply because they weré poor.
They made an appeal Jtd the
community to start a, bail fund

However, none of the moriey w
the

explained Bob Bonn, dlredtor of
the Jail Ministry: whrch ,‘works

Good Grief,;! i
Charlie Schulz

Santa Rosa, Calif. !RNS ‘;_l»~ The
Catholic Diocese of Santal Rosa
has sold a controversial gshops

residence to the /Pdanuts”
cartoonist, Charles Schulz'=

Gritics had objected that the
residence, located on a four-acre
estate and equipped’, with
swimming pool, three-carigarage,
guest house and cabana, was too
fuxurious.

A 1971 story in the lelf’orma

Home magazine section. of the
Oakland “Tribune strrred lup a
furore. In a letter to th e ‘paper,
Bishop Mark J. Hurley agr,,ﬁ d that
the residence was too extravagant
for a bishop and said that He had

. beén unsuccessfully trymg}o sell

it ever since he:

it eve became brsftop

Hurley

Bisop
from Brs

l
The _asking -

- property. had Béén 5225000 Bul

nelther Bish Hurley ne lSChulz

ld revea the” price’ 'acwally

d

In the frrstl six months of |this
ar, the Bajl Fund handled 79
involving $32,660 in bail.
s. Ellis sard that nearly 75| per
nt of the defendants were in
he age bracket of 16-25 yith

fes outnumbering females 15-
. Most of them ﬁad prev ous
ords, she ; F

closely with the Bail Fund

When a referral is recelved
members of the Bail Fund in-
terview the defendant in jail and
confer with the defense attorney
and the judge to get the- bail
lowered. Presently only one
member of the staff is allowed in -
the jail since fingerprinting and
an F.B.l. check are prerequisites
for admission and the workers
object to this. “We see this as a .
violation of our rights. They -
could use local records to get the
information they need,” Mrs. Ellis .
maintained.

Ass;stancel in obtaining |em-
loyment, -educational op-
rtunities and a place to live is
Iso available through the |Bail
und. “The judge may be more .
enient if a ’persoq has a fjob.
erwise he 'may think |the

Id be better off in
I}iarl ”” Mrs.

A limit of $500 is placed on
every bail posted and it is up to
the family or friends of the
defendant to secure the
remaining portion. After the
court case is completed, the Bail
Fund usually receives a refund
from the courts and then returns.
it to the contributor, according to

the director.

-Ellis said.

is for paraprofessional legal help
to steer the accused ithrough| the
confusion and distress of | the
pretrial routlnes Even ple
who have bail money. sometimes
" do not kiow how to post it,

Ellis‘ said.

Oneof the ostpfsmgn s

THE HOLY FATH!IR'S MISSION AID|TO THE Dﬁllﬂ‘l’ll. GHUH%_H

.

city in India. Unbelievably, she heard sobbing
coming from a tr h barrel. Brushing aside the
flies and the vermin, she looked. Beneath he
filth and debris’ w?s an old lai y crying from tear-
less eyes as her life slowly ebbed away, Tenderly
the Sister lifter her, placed her on her shoulders
and took her to the Hospice {for the Dying. Be-
fore she dijed, the old lady: told the.Sister, “Ilm
not crying because | was in the garbage. I'm cry-
ing because my son put meithere. He had fo.
- There was not enpugh food for the family.”. | .

How
MANY
MORE?

The Slster was moving am0£¢ the slums of a

WILL
You
HELP?

any amount ($1
1) will fill empty stomachs
vegetables. ’

parishioners fand teach he
their crop_ productron for only‘ $975. We will tell
you where itis locpte
[ $15 a month Wi enable an aged porson to
spend his or he eclining yeas with simple dig-
mty cared for by our Srsters. ,

i , ‘;
Why not send us your Mass rlquests right no
Simply list the intentions, and then you can
rest assured the Masses will be offered by
priests in Jndia, the Holy Land and Ethlopia,

- who receive no other income. |

o <

. A
REMINDER

— | |
%
Have you made vour Will? Dfd you remember
God'’s -poor and Tjeedy? They can pray for
after you have gdne. Our lngl title: CATHOLIC
NEAR ‘EAST WELFARE A IATION. Ma
offered for the' repose of your soul provide o
natrvePnntswnr their only me.

SOME -
PON'T

e S A T W . G DI SIS St W A S G S—

Dear encL PLEASE 3] .
-Monsignor Nolan: +O3ED Fino 3

FOR. ~’ 2

Please nNaME -
return coupon . :
withyour sTReET, : -
Offerlng - P 2
e STATE s Z1 P CODE e

SSOCIATION

wmm ﬁnmoﬁf f NEAR Eml\'mnsmw. .
Mi Aventie s New York. N‘Y. 100
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