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rteg Gibbons , left, head nurse a t Genesee H o s p i t a l , gives Sister M a r y Ce l ine 
sanation of how to read X-rays during her visit to the hospital's intensive care 
Mrs. Ginny Mackey, fou r th f r o m r i g h t i n b o t t o m p h o t o , takes Sister M a r v 
an a n d her group to cou r t as t h e y cross C iv i c Center p laza o n t he w a y t o a 
y c o u r t session to l isten t o a r ra i gnmen ts . T h e c o u r t v is i t was f o l l o w e d by a 

trip to the M o n r o e C o u n t y Ja i l la ter t ha t day. 
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N u n s in t h e parishes spent several ho t 
a f t e rnoons " h o o f i n g i t " t o get an overa l l 
impress ion o f t he i r e n v i r o n m e n t . They were 
c a u t i o n e d t o t ake o n l y a " w a t c h f u l s t ance " 
a n d n o t t o en te r the f i e l d - w i t h prev ious 
expec ta t i ons . 

" T h i s is t he bl indness of v isonary 
d reams ; w e l ook f o r peop le w h o f i t ou r 
d r e a m . I f t h e y d o n ' t , w e usual ly ignore 
t h e m , " m a i n t a i n e d Father Char les M u l l i g a n , 
head o f t h e O f f i c e o f H u m a n Deve lopmen t . 
Father M u l l i g a n t a u g h t the open ing session 
o n t h e t h e o l o g y o f t he l i v i ng c h u r c h . 

S o m e s i s t e r s e x p e r i e n c e d a r u d e 
a w a k e n i n g , " t h e b iggest i m p a c t was go t ten 
b y . t h e sisters w h o v is i ted t he women 's j a i l as 
pa r t o f I h e m in i s t r y o f c r im ina l jus t i ce . It 
a l m o s t c l o b b e r e d t h e m ; it 's an exper ience 

t h e y w o n ' t f o rge t , " Sister M i c h a e l c o m 
m e n t e d . 

O n e ass ignment fo r nuns spec ia l i z ing in 
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Part o f each group 's exper ience was g e t t i n g a c q u a i n t e d w i t h t h e phys i ca l E n v i r o n 
m e n t . As pa r t o f t he ru ra l l i f e m in i s t r y s e c t i o n , Sisters Ka th leen F laher ty , ! M a r c i a 
Kusse, M a r y A n n B rune t t a n d Agnes Theresa Ceorger w a l k d o w n t h e maj f f s t r l e t 

o f C lyde i n ru ra l W a y n e C o u n t y . * 

the . rura l t jninistry was t o b e c o m e a c q u a i n t e d , 
w i t h t he p e o p l e in t h e n e i g h b o r h o o d . They 
i n te rv iewed a head o f a smal l bus iness, " 
a n e i g h b o r h o o d agency , a p o l i t i c i a n and 
min is ter and a n y o n e else t h e y chose. Surfac
ing were concerns t h a t t h e Church , m a k e 

more c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o bet ter t r anspo r ta t i on 

and m e d i c a l care. 

These casual i n te rv iews enab led t h e 
sisters t o " m e e t the peop le o n a le isure ly 
basis," said S i s t e r , Agnes Theresa George , 

par t o f t h e rura l m in i s t r y in C lyde. The sisters 
were; also ab le t o ask m o r e ques t ions because 
they l d i d n ' t l i ve in t h e area a n d t h e 
respondents had t h e secur i t y o f a n o n y m i t y 

Sister M a r y A n n Brune t t desc r ibed t h e 
ins t i tu te as " a d i f f e ren t a p p r o a c h ) t o a new 
s i t u a t i o n . " O n e o f i ts , ma jo r assets, she 
bel ieves, is t ha t " i t h a d - a ^socio logical ben t 
rather than be ing t o t a l l y t heo log ica l : " . 

W h a t they d iscovered d u r l h g t he In
s t i tu te va r i ed . I t was a depress ing business 
sec t ion o f a ru ra l t o w n w i t h e m p t y shel l s tore 
f ron ts and bo red teenagers on] j t he , ^street 
corners. I t was a d i f f i c u l t pe rsona l , teac t ion t o 
a c o n f r o n t a t i o n w i t h dea th s ince ijoarvy s'isters 
f i n d themse lves far r emoved h ' f r p m t h e 
hosp i ta l m i n i s t r y . But i t was a lsd $ ' t i m e o f 
personal g r o w t h and a deeper app i iec ia t ion o f 
the Chu rch * i . \ , " 
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Bo th i ns t r uc t i on a n d rieljd e x p e r i e n c e p l a y e d a ro le i n t h e t r a i n i n g d o n e a t t he i n 
s t i tu te . L e f t sisters taking work i n the c r i m i n a l j us t i ce m in i s t r y en te r t h e f r o n t 
ga te o f A t t i c a Co r rec t i ona l Fac i l i t y ; b e l o w , pup i l s l i s ten a t t en t i ve l y t o a l ec tu re i n 

a classroom at St. Bernard's Seminary. 
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