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In the "early .days |of the
Catholic interracial Council, "a
joke made the rounds which told
of anun who asked a Negro child
“Are you a Catholic?” and the lad
replied, “Heck, no, it’s- bad
enough being black!”

These days, according to recent
reports, being Lutheran is almost
-as bad as being Catholic too.

Missouri Synod Lutherans at
their just-concluded convention
‘in New Orleans gave virtual papal
power to their president, the arch-
.conservative jacob A.Q| Preus.
According to Newsweek,| he was.
authorized to dismiss any pastor,
seminary professor or Lutheran
parochial school teacher who
differs in belief from his literal
understanding of the Bi |le. .

Most  likely target \Qf. the
‘president’s. new powers will be 45

of the 50 faculty members at
Concordia Theological Seminary,
chief Lutheran ~seminary, af St.
Louis, for their teaching of “false
doctrine running counter to the
Holy Scriptures.” One! elated
convention delegate, an obvious
Preus Ejartisan, said, .’I'd |believe
the Bible even if it said Jonah
swallowed the whale!”

Missouri Synod Lutherans have
never been swept up- on the
aggiornamento bandwagon but
this latest action puts the 2.8
mil{jon member denomination on
a headlong race to the past.

They won't be running alone,
however. ,

They'll see a lot 'of Catholics
rushing in that same readrward
direction, : ’

Front page articles in the past
two issues of the Courier-Journal
reported Vatican decisions which
knock out a few more%/atican
Council milestones..

One Vatican “declaration” was
obviously aimed at | Swiss

_ theologian Father Hans | Kueng
d Dutch

an t Jesuit theologian
Father Pigt achoenenberg, The

" intricate and technical inions
of either of these two posed little

hazard to the average Catho!ic
but the Vatican rolled out its
heavy guns to blast at them for

“certain errors” contained “here.

.and there""in their writings.

Kueng especially riled Y%Lcigg

waters- by writing a book

questioned. . the conceggoof in-.
hex

fallibility. As a lesser logian
remarked even several years ago,
“How can anybody be infallible
with fallible words?” Of course a
-poet asserted that “God can write
straight with crooked lines,” but
tRat’s God, we mortals can’t do
that. H .

Much miore close to home,
however, is a ‘second Vatican
“declaration” which: stops the
widespread practice of giving
children First Communion a year
or two before they begin to go to
‘Confession. Approximately half
the dioceses in the United States
(including the Diocese of
Rochester) -had adopted the

Communion-first-then-
Confession arrangement as
.authorized on an “experimental”
basis about four years ago.

This strong reaffirmation of
infallibility and pre-Council
s‘ac':ramentar practice is further
evidence that Pope John is
deader day by day.

One thing must be kept in
mind in the midst of the ebb and
flow of ecclesiastical policies and
politics — no one viewpoint, no
one practice is ever really
‘adequate to express the over-
whelming abundance of God'’s
ifts to his people through his

urch. It js, therefore, un-
fortunate if one person or one
clique in the Church narrows the
options by which God’s people
can approach him. As one
delegate at the Lutheran con-
vention remarked, “it’s as if one
political party had gained control
of Congress and then denied

citizenship - to everyone who -

disagrees with them.”

The Lutherans seem to be on

the brink of doing precisely that.

1 hope we Catholics don’t copy
their mistake, ‘

Church’ Subsidies Target

In Italian

Rome [RNS] — The new .

government of Prime Minister
Mariano Rumor is |bein

pressured ' to make subgtantia
cuts in federal subsidies [to the

Catholic Church as part |of an
overall effort to solve |Italy’s
financial crisis.
" State. subsidies to the Church
over the past three years tptalled
about $300 million. The money is
channéled through five ministries _
—- Public Works, Interior,
Education, Health, and Foreign.
Affairs — under a Concordat (the .
Lateran .Pact) veen [taly and

~ Vatican City State, signed i

PAX CHRISTI

legeville, Minn. [RNS] —
Fathér Colman Barg/, OSB, the’
ewly-named first dean of the
g;hool of Religious Studies at the~
Catholic University of America,
Washington, D.C., received ‘the
Pax Christi- Award of St.|John's
University here July 20.

Col

Father Barry was presi
St. John’s from 19?4 to 1971.

" A well-known ecumenist and

writer, Father Barry was cited as

an outstanding. s¢l

“educator. Ize tl|;ecenttlhyol for
a history of the Cathx 51 7.
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- Part of the $300 million was
allocated to the country’s 272
Catholic dioceses, and included
annual individual subsidies of
about $3,500 to each Italian

)bishop.

The subsidies are the major,
and immediate, target. of a
parliamentary . majority already
clamoring for a complete revision
of the church-state pact.

The Lateran Pact envisioned a
reduction of ltalian dioceses to
93; the equivalent of the
“country’s pravinces. Church

. "spokesman say it has been im-
- possible to make the reductions

in the face of unforseen dif-
" ficulties. <

. Msgr. Gaetano _Bonicelli, an .
assistant secretary of the ltalian - .
Catholic Bishops’ Conference -

says: - “Obstacles come from
foreséen. Even .Communists in
certain cases were opposed to our
closing down a diocese,
purely local reasons, of course.”
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St. Bernatd's Semﬁ.“tary, wbcb
has trained;; candidaes for the
Roman Catholic priesthood since
1893, will expand its progiams
this Fall to provide regular
training - pr?grams for priests,
sisters and lba‘ymen.g .

o ' 1 L

An ann‘duncemei%ﬂ “to !this
etfect was wsued Izt week by
Bishop Joseph Hog;E, president
of the board of the %chool. ‘

The new pé’ogran; 6,? continuing
education will provide trainin
for permaneht deacdns, pastora
assistants, le¢tors and Eucharistic
ministers. ! :

Joining t e semir}bry staff as
coordinator | of the_ continuing
education programs is Sister
Anne Mary Dooley, $3).

.Sis{er Dooley is ;a native of
Niagara Falls, and hds a Master’s
degree in Education from Boston
Umversu?(, an MA'In Relig
1

Studies from the University
‘Ottawa, and a Mastét(s degreg in

Pastoral Studies from St. Paul’s
University, Qttawa. e

‘ d
She has also served)as vocation
director for the Si:{ters of  St..

Joseph of Rochestet, and has

. extensive experiencejjn teaching,

retreat work, and ad iFistration.
7 .

According to Bishofp“Ho an|the

ie full-
time staff at St. Bérnard’s this
vear: ,

«Father Thomas "R. Brummel,
CMF, a Claretian Father with
Licentiates in Philgsophy and
Theology from thell Cregotian
University in Rome, & Licentjate

in Sacred Scripturdl} from ithe
Pontifical Biblical ‘lhstitute’ in
Rome, and LnM.A. i~ Classical
Greek from - the il,Catholic

University in Washington, and a
PhD candidate (m ‘é;oringi in
.Classical and Patristit Greek and
Classical Latin) at the, University
Lo5 Angeles.
Father Brummel had, had “ex-
tensive teachjng expefience, and
will be jong thet Scripture
Department at St. Bernard’s .as
Associate Professc’g‘l of Qld
Testament. Iie will dlso be of-
fering courses _in Fe’ztv'ology and

New Testann@nt Cr

: ki ,
Father Frarcesco TSvaasi, M5C,
a Missionary of the Sadred Heart
and a native of Italy. [He has been
teaching most redently | at
Menzingen in SwitZetland, and
has a Doctorate in Theblogy from
the University of Fribdurg and is
the author of sever, ks and
articles. Father Turvasi is ian
internationally - know#i authority
on the Modefnist Era} and many
of his writi deal} with. der-
sonalities and events | of that
period. He will serve 4s Associhte
Prqfessor of Systematit TheoloFy.

L j

Douglas Hyde wh 1
courses at the seniinary
of 1967, again in 1969, and most
recently in 1971. A former editor
of - the London Communist
newspaper The Daily Worker, and

taught

+ a convert to-Roman Catholicism,

Hyde now devotes part of
time to writing, lecturing, a
teaching at such. institutions |as
London’s Missfonary Institute and
St. Bernard’3..Semink

. —
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various'trouble$pot5 of the ThErd
World, where he has been in-
fluential in reconciling the
aspirations  of  oppressed
minorities with the goals of post-
colonial governments. Hyde w!ll
be teaching courses in leadership
and in contemporary Marxist
ideology.

As of June 1, the new Director
of St. Bernard’s Library is the Rev,
Jasper G. Pennington, a native of
Michigan, and a graduate of
Western Michigan University
with a BA, and a Master’s Degree
in Library Science. He is also a
graduate of the School of

S

~

Theology of the University of the-

Sauth at Sewanee, Tenn., from
which he received the Degree of
Master of Divinity. Mr. Pen-
nington was previously on the
staff at the library of the School
of Theology at Sewanee. He is
married and the father of two
children. He was recently -~or-
dained a Deacon in the Episcopal
Cathedral of St. Paul in Detroit.
He expects to be ordained a priest
during the coming year.

‘Radio Priest’
Dead at 81

St. Louis [RNS] Jesuit Father

Eugene P. Murphy, founder and
director of the internationally-

broadcast Sacred Heart Program

was buried here July 23 following

a funeral Mass at the church on -

of St. Louis

University. Father Murphy, 81
died July 19 of an apparent heart
attack at the Jeswit.Residence on
campus.

the campus

A native of Denver, he entered

the Society of Jesus in 1912. In

1931, while at St. Louis University

as superior of Jesuit seminarians, |
in- the.
5 x its * §
potential for religious education. |
Father Murphy experimented |

he became interested
university radio station an

with a morning meditation
program, and in 1939 settled on

the  format which the Sacred,. |
Heart Prgoram has used ever |
since: opening hymn, nine- -
] octrinal |
subject, prayer and closing-hymn. -

minute talk on a

A television version of the

program was launched in 1954, |
The program is carried currefitly |-
stations.

on. 985 radio and TV
throughout the world.
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- Administrative
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Dine-at_the best-
darned steak. and beef
house in seven - '
countjes before the.

- game, next ‘.tim“é,. and
the-ducats are on us.
 And, consider a -

.nightcag - at- the posh

“Scot’s. Pub ‘after ‘the

. game tonight.
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