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it is fashionable to believe that
anti-Catholicism vanished in
American. life in the 1 elec-
tion. In a certain sense jit did.
Most 'Americans are no|longer

suspicious about or oppased to
the €atholic Church But
curiously enough, anti-

Catholicism has survived and is as
virulent as ever among American .
intellectual and cultural elites, It
is a subtle, sophtstlcated
disingenuous sort of | anti-
Catholicism — though by no

- means an altogether unconscious

form-of prejudice. |

The furious attacks by the
intellectual elite on Mlnchae

Novak, for example, ar
damentally aimed at his p emlse
that there might be something in
Catholic ethnic culture that the
rest of society ought to atténd. to.
The even more furious attacks on
Novak by “kept” Catholic in-
tellectuals like the Callahans are
a sign that they quite co rectly
interpret the new interest in-
ethnic heritages.as a judgment on
to the
intellectual establishment.

When you make a nice (living
reassuring the elites that] their
negative judgments abou
American Catholic population
resent
anyone’s suggesting t at you
might be in effect as anti-Catholic
as the elites.

The evidence of sophisticated
anti-Catholicism is all around fo?
anyone who has become| sen-

sitized to it. A recent, almost .

classic, example is the Dial|Press
Bicentennial History of the

United States. The volu on
American Protestants | was
assigned to Martin - arty,
Associate Dean of the Divinity
School at the Universi of

Chicago. Dean Marty, one aof the
most distinguished of |con-
termiporary church historians, not
only wrote. a brilliant book,
Righteous Empire, but won the

National Book Award a year ago

There is no Catholic htst rian
of Marty’s .stature and
petence,” but there is- a
creasing number of Catholic
historical scholars who| are
capable of writing a book that at
least might have honorably
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--—- Ametican Catholicism did not.

shared a shelf with Righteous

But Catholic America was
written by a journalist, not an

historian. John Cogley has

specialized for decades in in-,

terpreting American Catholicism -
to the liberal and intellectual
elites in such a way as*to do very
little to disturb their prejudices.
The editors of the bicentennial
series ‘wanted a distinguished
reinterpretation of American
Protestant history and a con-
firmation. of the popular cliches
about Catholic history. If this is
not bigotry — deep and profound
if tinconscious and unintended —

then | dont know what bigotry is:.

| do not intend to criticize
either Cogley or Catholic
- America. He is a good and decent
man, and the book is a good and
decent book. Despite the
ritualistic ending that suggests
the Berrigan brothers are the
wave of the future for the
American Church, Cogley has
summarized smoothly and in-
telligently some of the high
points of the history of the
American  Church  (though.
scarcely the history of ‘the
American. Catholic populatlon)
There may be nothing new or
original or insightful in the book,
but it is not a bad book. _l’think
that together —with Theodore
nard’s Story of American
Cat olicism it would be a good -
book for a freshman college

cours€ in American Catholic
history — if there were any
.Catholic schools left that
bothered .with such “ghétto”
courses. -

Nor can ene fault Cogley for
not being Martin Marty, just as no-
one would presume to criticize
Marty for editing a magazine that
-fell short of the standards of
Cogley’s journal from the Santa
Barbara Center. One really faults
the editors of the series and Dial .
Press, however, fo thinking that

the history of American
Protestantism uired serious’
scholarship. and the history of

What’s more, one can fault
American Catholic intellectuals
for not criticizing such editorial
judgment and for jumping all
over me for suggesting that
Catholic America is not quite up "
to the standards of Righteous
Etnpire.
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| am not recorimending etther
hitchhiking or picking up hit-
chhikers, but for 40 years | have
been pnckmg up people. Now,
with drugs so prevalent, and with
society’s increased contempt for .
the sacredne'fssst ecéf hggo l:;am:l
roperty, manife in in
?he unborn, in vandalism, the
and murder, with the decrease in
respect for God, religion and holy .

oliness of sex, even with all this,
I still pick up hitchhikers, but
with some qualms.

Why do | pick them up at all? | -
do partly because of the story
Our Lord told about the Good *
Samaritan, “and a priest passed
by,” partly because 1 used
hitchalot as a  young semlnanan.

For example, .in 1928 my fellow
Auburnian, Father Ralph Heagle,

Merrimon Ave., Asheville, N.C,,
and | hitched to New York in

early September. .

It was Prohibition time. We
were picked up by a nice, hefty
bootlegger who drove a big
Cadillac. He rattled on: “] usually
get my beer from X City but
theres a State Trogpers Con-
vention on there; so the breweries
decided to close until after the
convention. On Fridays | serve
salted fish and ‘peanuts.
Customers get so thirsty they
stand three deep at the bar. Hard
to get the beer glasses over the
heads to back row.” -«

About midnight we were
stranded at the junction between
Pittsfield, Mass. and N.Y.C.
Eventually we got a ride to the
outskirts of Poughkeepsie, and
got off shortly before 6:00 am. at
the historic Jesuit novitiate, St.
Andrew’s-on-the-Hudson: My
classmate Michael Kavanagh of
St. .Au ustmes Rochester, had
entered the novitiate a month
before. We hoped to see him, to
assist at Mass, and get a hot
breakfast. A dcour Brother an-
swered the bell. He quite
ung;acnously led us to the chapel
for Mpss, He refused permission

to visit my friend. He
unemotionally put us out the

suggestion of a cup of coffee. It{
was my.first experience with the

uits. While | admired the
'aostulants at 6:30 a.m.,” even
from the vista of 45 years | think
peing cast out into the cold
without a cup of - coffee was
tterly unchristian. Much better
the Holy Rule of St.. Benedict:
‘Let all guests be received as
Christ.” T

Today | am somewhat hesitant

males. But | have an invariable
rule never.to pick‘up females,
"{Recently | stopped for a slender
lad who seemed to be about 17.
”Hop in. Going to-Hornell?” Yes.
ar is in for reﬁalrs “ 1 was

startled to dlscovert l’:”bOY was

a 23-yeat-old gnr ‘“‘Good
beavem.Why ourea girl! Had |
fknown that | wouldn’t have

stopped for you.” ‘

she looked aggrieved. “Why
not?”

“Because if we had an accident
and were killed, the papers would
blazon: ‘Priest and young woman
" killed together.” There are enough

suspicious people who would
read in a hanky panky that wasn't
there” She giggled: "l never

thought of thatf”,

“Not thmkmg of that” bnn
me to the point of ‘this who
narration. We used to think m
terms of the danger to the driver
from vicious hitchhikers carryin
knives, guns, and who' attack
the driver. .

* July’s Readers Dlgest has a
harrowmg article, It is about men|
who cruise about to pick up
hitchhiking young girls in orderto
molest, to rape, ang sometimes to
murder it is a terrible
narration, but facts are facts.

Recently I read in a crockery
shop: “If Yyou break it, you've
bought it. “Its parallel is that if &
girl insists on hltchhlkmg and
runs into tragedy, it is not
because she didnt know, but
because she has rejected the

> warning. There is, no proflt in

knowing “She sh ould have known
better.” As the, Digest article says:
“This is - like pl yving Russian
roulette.” j .
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