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The\ 
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The " fo rgo t ten" tract 74 that 
makes up most o f Ss.' Peter and 

Paul parish is quickly becoming 
known in the diocese's thrust for 
neighborhood organization. The 
completion of stage two is 
bringing concrete results, i n 
c luding the demol i t ion of a 
hazardous bui ld ing vacant for 
over a year. 

A survey of the buildings, 
church services, neighborhoods, 
age and ethnic concentrat ion by 
the Of f ice of Human Develop
ment staff was the f irst stage. 
Next came the recent census lay 
t h e • par ish 's o w n h u m a n 

development committee, 
producing more than mere names 
and addresses. Unfolded was an 

overview of important problems 
voiced by those who have t o put 
up with dilapidated housing, 
infrequent garbage removal and 
playgrounds in the street. 

F o r t y - t h r e e v o l u n t e e r s 

p o u n d e d o n t h e d o o r s o f 
residences- in t ract 74, a census 
division w i t h a populat ion o f 
2,246 chosen for its strong 

Catholic concentration. Breaking 
the area into nine districts' the 
survey contacted 250 
households; Future projects will 
encompass the other census 
tracts in the parish. 

Father Char les C o l l i n s , a 
member of the parish human 
d e v e l o p m e n t c o m m i t t e e , 
believes the " invo lvement in the 
communi ty is having a un i fy ing 
effect on the people in their 
concern for neighborhood im
provement" This involvement 
has taken the fo rm o f appo in t ing 
a contact person for each of the 
nine areas. His ro le w i l l be t o 
communicate the needs of his 

area to the human development 
commit tee. 

• "People are more l ikely to 
contact someone they know if 

they have a problem," Father 
Collins explained. In add i t ion , an 
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emergency phone number l ist 
was lef t at each house, prov id ing 
a qu ick reference t o c i ty services, 
and other resources in the area. 

The f i rst act ion taken on the 
expressed needs of the com-' 
munity was a petition signed by 
over 60 residents t o tear down a 
bu i ld ing considered a f i re and 
safety hazard at 657 Brown St., 

• adjacent to Ss. Peter and Paul 
school yard. Commissioner 
Cla rence A l h a r t , C i t y Pub l i c 
Safety Board, stated that he was 
overwhelmed with the-"united-
e f f o r t s in o r g a n i z i n g . t h e 
petition." Demolition companies 
bid on the property July 5 w i t h 
the bu i ld ing t o be demol ished 
within ten days. 

One of the main priorities has 
been the establishment of .some 
t y p e o f n e i g h b o r h o o d ...com
m u n i c a t i o n s . Besides f e e d i n g 

informat ion in to the Brown Street 
News, the newsletter o f . the 
Charles Settlement House, the 
human development commi t tee 
w i l l have its own mon th l y 
publication to be issued next 
Sunday. 

Neighborhood organizat ion 
means the parish w i l l be the focal 

Sunday's Reading: (R1) Jer. 23:1-6. 
(R2) Eph. 2:13-18. (R3) Mk. 6:30-
34. 

The incident in today's Gospel 
came after a piece of sad news, 
the execution of John the Baptist. 
At almost the same t ime, the 
Twelve returned f r om their f i rst 
missionary journey. Eagerly they 
to ld Jesus of their preaching and 
of the miracles they had worked. 
For the moment they were so 
popular that people thronged 
about them and left them no time 
even to eat. 

Jesus was weary — the pain of 
the news of the Baptist's death 
must have drained His loving 
heart; and the Twelve were t i red 
— they had walked miles; 
preaching and healing. So Jesus, 
thought fu l as always, invi ted 
them t o rest, to take t ime off. To 
be along with Jesus and a chosen 
few afford the retreat necessary 
for meeting the calamities of life 
and for successful service. So 
they "wen t o f f i n a boat by 
themselves t o a deserted place." 

Perhaps they rowed in a 
no r t heas te r l y d i r e c t i o n f r o m 
Capernaum to a spot across the 
lake that was four miles by boat, 
but ten miles on foot around the 

—top of the lake. O n a windless 
day, an energetic crowd could -
cover the ten miles before a boat 
could make the four. This seems 
to have happened on this oc
casion. Upon disembarking, Jesus 
saw a vast crowd wai t ing for H im . 

An ordinary man would have 
been annoyed. Both Jesus and His 
d i sc i p l es needed rest , and 
deserved i t . He could have 
argued that their right t o pr ivacy 

was being invaded. But J6SUS was 
not that k ind of a man; instead 
He p i t i ed . the c rowd, " fo r they 
were as sheep w i t h o u t a 
shepherd." O n l y a Palestinian 
cou ld catch the fu l l impor t o f 
wha t that f igure meant. Sheep 
w i thout a shepherd are mo£t t o 
be p i t i ed ; for they cannot of 
themselves f ind pasture nor can 
they defend themselves agajnst 
•predatory animals. Jesus satKthe 
crowd last, "as sheep without a 
shepherd": not knowing where to 
find the spiritual food foe which 
they were hungering and helpless 
against thcb''shepherds''of formal 
religion who were scattering and 
driving them away. "Woe to the 
shepherds who mislead and 
scatter the, f l ock o f rny pasture" 
( R i ) : 

John the Baptist had been 
murdered. Only Jesus seemed 

. able to satisfy their great need. 
Thein ' fa i th ' 'was imperfeefc -.their.;. -

hopes indef in i te, st i l l Jesus, " the 
righteous shoot t o Dav id , " gladly 
responded, " H e began t o teach 
them at great length." 

If Scripture emphasizes, the 
du ty of work, i t also speaks o f the 
need for rest. 

By. His material creat ion, God 
signif ied His desire that man take 
physical rest. Light and darkness 
say, there is a time to sleep and a 
t ime t o rise. Win ter is nature's 
way of te l l ing the earth t o take 
t ime 6ff. Even f lowers close their 
petals at regular hours. In fact , so 
regularly do f lpwers open ^ n d 
close their petajs, that i t wou ld be 
possible t o construct a f lora l 
clock by wh i ch one could tel l 
t ime f rom the opening a n d 
closing of the petals of di f ferent 
flowers. The same God w h o made 
the seasons and the f lowers 
ordained a Sunday rest and 
regular festivals. Wha t a terr ible 
indic tment of man's greed and 
i n h u m a n i t y t o m a n t h a t 
businesses should open seven 
days a week and twenty-four 
hours a day! 

Not on ly man's body, bu t his 
mind also needs rest. The Indians 
had a saying tha t the bow that is 
always strung soon loses its- snap. 
H o w o f t e n d o c t o r s adv i se 
business executives to take time 
off. To get away. To be alone. To 
read. To medi tate. Sti l l va l id is 
the o l d t ru ism: "A l l work and n o -
play makes Jack a dul l boy . " 

But perhaps man's greatest 
need today is to go apart w i t h 
Christ t o replenish h i s . spirit. 
There is a rhy thm t o the Christian 
life, like breathing. Man must 
inhale and exhale to l ive. The 
Christian man must continually 
go into the presence of God from 
the presence of men and come 
out into the presence of men 
from the presence of God if he is 
to live a true Christian life. . 

Two dangers threaten such-.a 
Christian l i fe : [1] social activism, 
or the .Messiah complex — 
th ink ing the salvat ion o f the 
wor ld depends on our act iv i ty; , as 
a result, one is constant ly oh the 
go, so busy that he has, no t ime 
for Christ; and [2] isolationtsn or 
escapism —total ly" w i thdraw' ng-
frorn any invo lvement w i t h # t h e | s 
in order always t o be w i t h Christ. 

The truth stands in between: 
the. Christian 4ife must be both a . 
corhlng arid a. going — to "Christ 
arrd;tomen, Pevotioh that does 
not lead "to action .is not real 
devot ion ; and, prayer t h a t -does • 
not issue in Works is "ndt-real 
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point o f t h e communi ty , ac
cording t o Father Coll ins. "Many 
people commented tha t this was 
the first t ime they realized that 
Ss. Peter and Paul's was there t o 
help them, " he said. 

Many of those surveyed ex
pressed . appreciat ion for the 
"chance to be listened to and 
heard." Area residents feel a 
better response wou ld be gotten 

on issues li the Church «would 
speak o u t more, according t o the 

survey, 
The basic approach t o any 

project is to have the committee; 
composed o f .Catholic and non-

The d e t e r i o r a t i n g n e i g h 
borhood is causing many famil ies 
t o leave. Deter iorat ion stems 
largely f rom poor c i ty services, 
according t o some residents. One 
re t i ree c o m p l a i n e d t h a t 
"sometimes f ive i weeks go by 
before the bu lk trash is taken care 
Of." i . • 

"Panic peddlers" have sparked 

much of the outflow from the 
area. Ss. Peter and Paul itself has 
had its Mass attendance drop 
f rom 1100 t o 300 w i th in seven 
years. The "panic peddlers" are 
salesmen who i'come* into a 
changing area and scare the 

Catholic area residents, work as a whites into selling their rjomes at 
whole. "The people of the area a low price, sayiftg the value of 
now know what are the problems the neighborhood is going down, 
and are more' impressed because The houses are then sold to the 
they have seen the problems blacks for a high pr ice," Father 
thprn^lv^/ ' . " 'FArhpr f io l j ins said. Coll ins explained' ' 

THE REVOLUTIONARY CSJ INSIDE 
REPLACEMENT WINDOW WITH 

INSULATED GLASS 
* v i n y l clod a luminum Con

struction combines b e a u t y 
a n d stronath; 

* f u l l 1 inch th ick bar r ie r 
keeps your home w a r m a n a 
a raTt - f ree w i thou t b u l k y 
s torm windows* 

* • Both t o p a n d bo t tom sashes 
slide u p a n d d o w n a n d f i l t in 
f o r e a s y insidecleaning. 

* - Custom-built t o f i t your h e m e l | 
Instal led in minutes w i t h no 
c o n s t r u c t i o n o r I n t e r i o r r e - ; 

The only window 
on the market 
with -

Both sash raise and lower 
effortlessly and tilt in — 

EASY INSIDE CLEANING! 

The big 
thiekJNCJd 
barrier of 
insulating air^ 
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HURRY ACT NOW! 
W i t h w < . " 7 o r d e r o( h w i n d o w s o r m o r e , g e t y o u r c h o i c e o f n e w 

-v inr io / ; v i l co ;ors or screens absolutely free. Take advan tage 
of th 'K l i m i t e d t i m e o f f e r by f i e l d i ng b e a u t y t o y o u r h o m e w i t h 

succiaMy e n g i n e e r e d N u - T h e r m a l - L i t e a l u m i n u m w i n d o w si l l c o v e r s 

or c h o o s e s c r e e n s ' o r you r new w i n d o w s at no a d d i t i o n a l cos t . 

W e have more customers and have 
installed . more inside replacement 
windows ihan any other replacement 
window company in Western ; New 
York. 

CALL 244-5000 
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Barlex Replacement Windows 
3259 Winton Road South 
Rochester, New York 14623 
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