
than a' year 
muddy f loo| 
C h e m u n g R 
Elmira and 
Southern i Tiei 

Most people 
th ink the .area 
normal. Such 

wjaters of 
iverj, p o u r e d 

ar;as 

Development 

organizat ion 

besn a little more 
sincis.the swir l ing, program fends." 

the 
i,nto 

the 
's largest ci ty. 

obably old pr< 
quick ly returned 
is not the case 

Patterson,, director 
f lood relief w x k In Elmira fo i 1 the 
d iocese ' ^ Qf f ic je of H u m a n 

(OHD], says he 
few famil ies whic 

expect we might receive requests 
for addit ional assistance ' 

several other families before 

to 

of 

still 
h h i s 
says is helping. He . _ , . 

the need for continued assistance 
wi l l exist unt i l j.Septembei — 
October. 

Patterson, 
worker w i t ! 
Service 
constantly in 

who is also a social 
Cathol ic Fzmily 

Elmica, said h = is 
need H work ci ews. 

"Right n6w we aretbehipd ir our 
rebuilding wprk. ,! | 

W e have 32 famil ies wh ic 1 are 
at various stages of rebui ldi i g . I tag 

Right now the major i ty of the 
work crews consist of inmates of 
the Elmira Correctional Facil ity. 
The inmates work in teams of ttoo 
with a non-prison resident acting 
as work foreman for the various 
rebui lding jobs. 

Patterson said seven crews a r e ' 
working on restoring private 
homes to pre-f lood condit ions. 

Over the past year O H D , .and jn 
recent months w i th the help of 
Elmira A i d ; have helped 110 
families .get back into theif , 
residences. 

Patterson said .the l ink up 
between OHD. and EJmira Aid 
came about dur ing a January 
meeting of :relief agencies 

working in the' Elmira area. 

" I was ^ t e n d i n g this relief 
meeting when] I got to talking Continued on Page 12 

CORNING 
By CHARLES RANDISI 

1972 Coming j - Jurje 23, 
f irst seemed more than 
year awjay o n June 12, 197& 

Gone was. the stench of 
water that greeted ev 
nostrils back then . Gone 
permeating dust that Agnds 
behind. Gorjie was Agnes hprself 
and good riddance. 

at 
mere 

dirtyS 

Epitaph 
A simple mailbox stands like a tombstone where 
away the home of Maurice Buckley and his wife 
in Corning. All that's left is the walk leading i 

Though Parishioners Gone 

the flood floated 
at 40 Roosevelt St. 

p to the 

* 

basement. 

Churches Make Comeback 
By JOHN DASH 

Houses of Cod vyete not spared 
in those dark day? [last summer 
when f lood waters r ipped through 
S o u t h e r n Ti 'et c o m m u n i t i e s , 
tak ing l i fe , destroying homes and. 
wrench ing fami l ies; f r o m thei r 
fami l iar neighborhoods. 

Today, after a year 
sacrif ice, t he place; 
are nearly back t p 
d i t i on as sanctuaries 
hope- fo r a peop l 
pressed by the wjles 

But the churches are not as full 

of labor and 
of worship 

former c o n -
o f fa i th and 

still hard-
of nature. 

iPhotc^ W 
Laurence E. 

of worshipers as they once were. 

Two of Coming's Cathol ic 
churches, St. Patrick and St. 
V incent de Paul have nearly 
comple ted thei r restorat ion. But, 
Father Eugene Sweeney o f St. 
Patrick, caut ioned, "There's sti l l a 
goodly number (of parishioners) 

J i v ing in trailers. Hopefu l ly , by 
, , theehd o f summer t h e y w i l l be in 
.homes." 

Father Joseph F. Hogan, pastor 
of St. Patrick's, echoed that 

, thought when he said the parish 
had-been blessed" in. terms o f 

. chu rch bui ld ings, bu t noted that 
. there, is a need for a b o u t - 7 0 0 
homes in the Corn ing area. dEather-
Hogan expressed, great thanksj to 

iall those w h o helped in recovery 
programs. 

The Corning- commun i t y ' fael^" 
; an e c u m e n i c a l s e r v i c e o f 
t h a n k s g i v i n g v 4° - j C o d ' last 
weekend^andra number o f parties 
wefe. scheduled to Wote.^the 
flobd's; anht»^sa^A^<^.v;? r>v 

But the raging waters are still 
t oo raw -a m e m o r y for, Jhe Elmira 
c d r n m u n i t y s u r r o u n d i n g St. 
M a r / s C h u r c h t o observe their 

^annrveeaPAFather"John J; Leary, 
rp^W^»id;'Aii i(blleV;uiiere' 'was 'hot 

;. m o t h - physical - damage t o the 

cjiurch buildings; he estimates 
that about 60 per cent of his 

. parishioners were hard h i t . About 
100 famil ies h a v ; moved o u t of 
ttlie parish, and wp i le the finances 
ojf t he parish held up through 
January, they are now way down . 
Tne parish is fee l ing the p inch , 
bu t no t compla in ing, Father Leary 
said. 

One of the hardest h i t churches 
was Ss. Peter ana Paul's, but its 
p p t q r ] Father Edward J. Foy, said 
that * the school bu i ld ing is 
comple ted and tpe church n§ars 
comple t ion . Yet, one year ago the 

• Sunday attendance numbered 
800; today 550 peop le worship 

' • t h e r e . . • • j > ' 

In Painted-Post, Father Harold 

,,FJ Rogers, paston of Immaculate 
• - 'Conception, stiU.Jiv.es in a trai ler. . 

His ;diurteh, hpwever, has been 
tre ^gathering place for WON 
.snipers since Christmas eve, and 

«HS about 90fflper faent^recovered. 
v t ^ n d j e ^ t t f a t ^ r i t e ? about 50. 

faimHes n W e ' m w ^ - T o u t ,of the 
parish the financial condition of 
t hechu rch is a lmost t 6 the penny 
o : wha t i t was before the f l ood . 

pes 
the 
left 

A wh j te bjannef proc la iming an 
upcoming Senior Citizens Day> 
hung w i t h lihnp pr ide across West 
Market jStrefet. On, Denison Park-* 
way, a 'mustachioed young man 
w i t h a [tenuis racket wasTthurrj-
b i i ig his way o u t of t own . 

' D o such ; scenes mean! that 
Coming's problems belong t o the 
past? Not on a bet 

The j O f f i c e o f H u m a n 
Development occupies part of 
the basement o f St. Patrick's 
School,1 r i gh t across f rom the 
bingo hjajl. Father Peter Ba\|er has 
coordinated O H D operations in 
Corning since last summer. He 
spoke jof the glass capital's 
problems and ©HCrs* role in 
dealing! w i t h then). 

, T h e r e , are sti j l founcat ions 
look ing for their; houses t o be 
returned. There i are sti l l «699 
Corning and Painted Post famil ies 
ou t o f their homes. O f these, 395 
homes '. have been completely 

REV. HERR 

destroyed. 
I 

All the pastors 
g&titudetorthe 
ir| their feeoyery, 

expressed their 
lelp given them 
programs ,.-

"When the f l ood finst h i t , " 
Father Bayer said, "people were 
sending down he p f rom cbutside. 
al l th«* t ime. NowJ it's d i f f i cu l t t o 
get one t ruck to jcome d o w n . " 

As far as federal assistance is 
concerned, he said that "as you 
move away -in t ime, i t becomes 
harder: for goVern merit to 
recognijze your needs." 

Visitifig with Fkther Bayer at 
the t ime were, tpe Rev. Merle 
Herr-,«, 4|o^al ̂  chairman of - - the 
Mennbni te Disaster Service, and 

" W. Cionald Walker, manajger of 
facilities at Corning Classj They, 
along Vyith Father Bayer, are 
supervising this Summer's YES, 
prpgranji, wh ich w i l l provide 
sufrimer jobs for students w h o 
want toj he lp repair f lood-str icken 

• houses.i 

"Si 

-m 

i o i 

i > m 

Mr. Herr said tha t a r |a j0r 
problem exists in that " the people 
who could least help themselves 
were the ones w h o were least 
helped. 

Continued on Page T%:| 
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