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Epitaph

A simple mailbox stands like a tombstone where the flood floated

away the

Thouyh Many Panshmners Gone

home of Maurice Buckley and his wife
in Comning. All that's left is the walk leading up to the

at 40 Roosevelt St.
basement.

Ghurches Make Comeback

By JOHN pASH

-Houses of God wete not spared
in’ those dark days |last summer
" when flood waters ripped through
Southern Tier communities

taking life, destroyti Fhomes and
wrenching families’ from their

famrlrar nergﬁborhoods

Today, after a year of labor and
sacrifice, the places of worship
are nearly back tp !formier -con-
gmon ?s sanctuanel of f?lrthhanéi
ope- for a people sti arg-
pressed by the wiles of nature.

Butthe churches ire not as full
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of worshrpers as they once were.

Two of Corning’s Catholic
.churches, St. Patrick and St.
Vincent de Paul have nearly
completed their restoration. But,
Father Eugene Sweeney of St.
Patrick, cautioned, “There’s still a

ly. number (of parishioners)

vmg in trailers. Hopefully, by

the end of summer they wil] be in
"homes.”

Fathér Joseph F. Hogan, pastor
of St Patrick’s, egﬁoedp that
thougg: t when he said the parish

blessed in. terms of °

..church buildings, but noted that

“there .is a need for a

l}r‘c())r;es in the Cgamng atreﬁ. -Father . .

an -express eat thanks to'

all those vvao hel:%e'd in recl(jery
‘programs. -

The Corning commumty helé
an ecumemcal service of
fhanksgrvm Cod last~
weekend an anumber of parties
were scheduled to note the

ood.s anmversary;« ",,‘ 7

But the raging waters are strII
too faw a memory for, the Elmira

_ .community - surrounding St.

Mary’s Church to observe their

~annrversary, Father John J. Leary,
‘pastor,.said. re 'Was not
,{mu{gh physr_ amege.to the

bout -700- :

’ falmrles Have ‘md

he - 1l their f

; he estimates
er cent of his

church buildin
that about 60

, parishioners werd hard hit. About

families have moved out of
tﬁe parish, and while the finances -
of the parish held up through

January, they are now way down..

The parish is feeling the pinch,
b Enot complaining, Father Leary
sai

1 One of the hardest hit churches
as Ss. Peter and Paul’s, but -its
?stor Father Edward J. Foy, said
t at the school building is
completed and the church nears

c mpletion. Yet, one year ago the
nday attendahce’ numbered
-today 550 people worship

tere

In Painted -Post, Father Harold
F Rogers, pastorof Immaculate

Cbnceptron strll fives in. a trailer. .

" His church, however, as been
the gathermg lace for wor-
" shipers since Chr{rstmas eve, and
5| about %@er mrrrecovered
He:-notesthat~

ved-out .of the

rish the financjal condition of
church is almost t6-the penny
of what it was bef'ore the flood

All-the

, prosrams

" School, right acioss frol

yhile: about 50 .

astors expressed therr ,
gratitude- or the ‘help given them

By DICK BAUMBACI-I

Elmira — It n a little more
than a’ year isince .the swirling,
muddy flood aters of {the
Chemung R very poured into
Elmira and areas Prroundmg the
Southern Tied" :

Most éeop \ uld probably
think the area quickly returned to
normal. Such is t the case

“Frank Pat erso: director] of

. flood relre rk § "Elmira for the .

Mfice of Human
Development (OHD), says he|still
has quite|a few fagnilies which his
organization |is helping: He isays
the need ffor contipued assistance
will exist until ! - September  or

October

Patterson who. is also a s:cial
worker }wntlr’ Catholic  Family
Service in Flmitd, said he is
canstantly injneed bf work crews.
“Right now we are‘behrénd in our
rebuilding work -,Eg :

diocese’s C

"We have 32 farmlles which are

at various st?ges of rebuilding. |

CORN

BwCHﬁR LES BAND'S'

jun e 23, 1972 at
first seemeJ_ more than a |mere
year away on Jung 12, 1978.

Gone was the stench off dirtyt "

water that | greeted everyone's
hostrils |bacI then. Gone was|the

rmeating |dust that Agnes [eft
hind. Gonie was Agnes herself,

and go?d rfdance.

A whrte bannef proclaiming an ‘

Senior Citizens
p pride acros:

upcoming

hung with li West

Day

Market iStreet. On, Denison Park®

way, a mustachioed young man
wrt a ten is racket was thum-

bing his way out -of town.

Do such’ scenes me
Cormnés problems belong’
past? Not on a bet.

that
o the

Thej Office of Human

Development occupies, part of
the basement of St. P trrcl;\’
the

bingo hatl. Father Peter BaVer has

coordinated OHD operations in -

Corning since last summer. He
spoke [of Lthe gldss capital’s
problems and OHD’s. role in
dealing; with them. . 1’

, Theree are str,l founc’atrons :

looking for their! houses to be
returned. There | ; are- Stlm #4699

Corning and Pamted Post families - 2

out of their homes. Of these, 395

homes . have been comPletely
destroyed. /
. “Whén the f frr,s hit,”
. Father Bayer sai were
sending down hel rom outsrde :

all the trme Now it’s difficult to !

get one truck to Eome down.”

As fa}r as feder
concerned, he said that “as you

move away 4n tirne, it

recognize .your need

Vrsrtmg with FEther Bayer at
the time were. the Rev. Merle
Herr,.«.l |, chairman  of . .the
Mennonite Dnsaster Service, an
Aald Walker manager of
facrlm at Corning Glass! They,
along with Father
supervising this
prograrn which | will provide
summer jobs for| students who !
want to help repair ﬂood-strrcken
housesr -

Summer’s YES,

i

| assistance is

omes -

harder' for gdvernmem to

.

expect we might receive requests
for additional assistance - from

several other families before tihe

’ pro;__,ram ‘ends.”

nght now the ma|onty of the
work crews consist of inmates of

~the Elmira Correctional Facility.

The inmates work in teams of tivo
with a non-prison resident actlng
as work foreman for the various
rebuilding jobs. . 1

]

1
~ Patterson said seven crews are °
working on restoring private
homes to pre-flood cond@tio‘ns.

Over the past year OHD, and in
recent months with the help of

Eimira Aid, Kave helped 110

families get back into their, -
residences. -
Patterson said-.the link up

between OHD. and Ejmira Aid

‘came about durmg a January

meeting of ‘relief agencies

“working in the Elmlra area.

“I' was ttending this relief
meeting when | got to talking

Continued on Page 12
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Bayer, are .~

Mr. Herr said that a

_ problem éxistslin that “the péople

" who could ledst help themsélves

were the onds who -were' least

helped.” ;
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