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- to me ‘recently

- killed when their car

w-...

_can easil

] ferent om -everyone else
.being différent meant

| celebrat6

ABe lctme abbotremaxked
that he finally

L! p at.an abbots’ meeting .
m a sporls jacket (borrowed) For
of years he had

theonly man at: the

feel o ‘place. He was
somewhat d:smaved to »&alk into. -
the room| in-his jaunty pland coat- -
only to plscover that everyoné

wearmg ahabxt.

On e Catholic camphses
the younger clergy- now -teach
class not/only in Roman collars
but in cassocks. The students
think ltS great Co

The oha Ialn at-'al secular
universi tells me that a number
of the. young women. who: are -
graduati 3 ‘this year are going
‘into the religious orders that wear

: tradrtuonal garb.

¥

© And la;t of all, | am told that in

-some seminaries the biretta is in
fashion once again. '
flttmg, green-tmged

o yesteryear; they ‘are
also trying to probe deeply to -
the spiritial theology-of lgnat?us
of Loyol Having thrown - out
most of | our tra itions| in . the
middle [1960s, we ate now

Iy are young Jestiits
t of mothballs . the

redlscover them

mlddle-aglng tatholu:
liberals anle furious. It is a "turning
to the right” a “conservative
trend,” an “attempt to recapture
the past * or simply a “sell-out.”

I'm: not so sure. Undoubtedly
theré is ja strain in- the Pen-
tecostal-fundamentalist com-
ponent of American Catholicism
just n to . reconstruct .past
forms, as though one could undo
the _last |decade of. hlS(Q
pretending it never happen
s gh one could write off all
the uncertainties of the present
by recreatung the form: of :the
much niore certain world of
before the Council. Habits,
cassocks, | birettas, benedlctaon
retreats,- rosary — all of these
ome little more
than a fli htfromtheam I?
and con?psmg reahtles 0 the

But‘ thLy don't have to be.
‘What my middle-aging: liberal

friends fail to understand is that

for a young woman to want.to

. wear -a -religious habit fand a .

youngmantowanttoweara

agamst hg:at has

tlme a':hofflcual truth said ¢ ats -
nuns had to be 11(';
an

ing -
different. |(How could OO‘S
different| unless one . looked
different? After “all,
be judged by their coveré aren't
they?) oo

- Presently the conventnonal

pnests and

wisdom sa
rehgnous hsould ;ust lnke

Auto,Acéident

‘ Takefs Two Lwes

Elmm i Funerals for two 17-
xglar-o .;ccrdent vnctrms were
hereljune 1 ‘ -

l -

at 5t. Patnc‘Ks ffor
.Twardeski ancl at/St

"Mark Wm

metm h;gh school semors were

, free in
Harris m, Park, P

an6 ‘Mr. Wodm

' llved in ﬂ.ovell Tefrace,| was—a._

" student at Notre Dame- “High
Fellow students and
mbers - a .

‘been -
meeh na'
black suit and finally beggn' tg —and ' —like

somewhat sheeplshly trymg jto -

. .
cassock represents a revolt § .

There was'a -

-are tos

everyone (else, 50 they should;
look just like'everyone else. (And
thebook is stlll being judged by

its. cover) This _conventional
.wi “was once “dissidént, and
evolutmnary, it has’ succeeded
T a“ SUCCESS#U‘
revo!utrons, it -must_ now face
dissent from those who succeed
“it-The young. priest or religious:
who wants to look different from’
other people, who ‘wants. to put
‘on agurusurt is as much a rebel
against the previous generation
as itwas against its predecessors.

But is it all a mindless return to
the past? Have we Mmade no
progress at all? My own guess is
that some of those who are so
eager to don-the habit now are as
shallow as those who were so.
eager to get rid of it ten years ago.
In both cases. there ‘'was little
understanding of the role .in
* human life of sacred persons or-of
sacred symbols. As_ Langdon
Gilkey says in his article in the
‘current issue of Concrhum, the
“purpose of religious symbodls is to
remind @s that the holy is in us
and that our lives are symbols of
the holy. _

Who and what a person is is.a
far-more-effective:ssymbol than a-
veil or a Roman collar, but still
they are useful external signs;

they are quick, shorthand ways of
remlndmg people” of the
chatologrcal reality that breaks
ough to the world in religious
symbohsm and in the symbolism
of human life. The cleric and the
religious shouldn’t be like
everyone else, but then in the
Clh&stran scheéme of things no one

be like anyone else. We

should all be symbols of the holy.

At least some of those who are
re-examining the past may not be
immature or reactionary at all.
They may be displaying the first .
signs of wisdom; they may have
discovered that our predecessors
were not all howling savages or
superstitious barbarians; that
‘there.may have been truths and
insights and understandings in
the past that we have lost. They
may have discovered that we are
not the hinge of history, that the
human race-did not come out of

the trees in 1960, and that great
trad;tlons cannot-and should not

be written off wnth -a flip of the !

" page.

-‘setting

_central
culminating in-the consecrdtion

the essential

vital

varlzg:gns 1 of the “Eucharistic

“Canon” of the Mass,

Pray
‘decreésn" that bishops and
~priests- are equally bound by the

formul

laid down by the
Holy

In al 5etter to the presidents of

. episcopal conferences around the

world, | the Vatican placed a

- restrictive interfpretation on the .

Ecumenical Council’s liturgical

constitiition-which had given a

broad ruling to the effect that
both the Holy See and the
bishops -were - responsible for
rules for hturgy ..

. Nowi the Vaticari is reserving
exclusively for itself the power to
introdlice changes in “the
“Eucharistic Prayer,” or “Canon,”

which the celebrant recites in the
part of _the Mass

of the{Host and wine.  _

In Eh commentary in the
Vatican Daily, Osservatore
Romano, Archbishop Annibal
Bugnini, the <congregation’s

secreta{y and for several years the -

main larchitect of liturgical
reformism, said- this was the first
time |since the ' 1962-1965
Ecumenical Council that the Holy
See has claimed exclusive power
on a Lspecrﬁc point from the
bishops.

The [new regulatlons confirm
Pope Pauls decision to stand firm
agamsq the ‘mounting call for
change on the basic points of
Roman Cathollcrsm

The Eucharistic Prayer, the
heart of the mass, is regarded as

part in ‘the
sacrament which, ‘according to

Romanj Catholic bellef turns the

. host and wine into the flesh and

blood of Christ, thus providing
nourlshment for those
bapt|zed

riests departed from the
strlct es which had for cen-
turies guided the conduct of the

Mass after Vatican Il called for
in the 1963 liturgical

change!
-constitation.

This trend was increased by a
1969 P Epal decree which gave an
f

option {for choice

The .~ Many

between four
! euchanEstlc prayers. for the Mass.

celebrants - preferred
prayers of their own choosing or
even improvised one on the spot

— sometimes allowing. members

of the congregation to break in
with. extemporaneous additions.

This has been -happening” falrly
often in Western Europe and | n
North and . South America,
especially in small congregations,
in the “underground Church” of
the United States and similar
groups elsewhere.

,ra

A L4 ' !
Archbishop Bugnitii described

these departures as £|ntolerable

abuse.” He said fhew rules
were.intended to ge rid of the
th ungle” which had town.up in

e past decade. Th® Pope, -he
said, had acted on the pressing
request of “bishops, }g':mests and
numerous faithful.”

*n

“The Holy See wa95 acting out .
of pastoral love for. gymty," the.

archbishop wrote.

© What -would, 'happen if the

"Church’s social- doctrine were
- labeled “Top Secret”?

Maybe nothing. qw: great

number of -Catholics already act -~ -

as ifthe Church’s social doctrine

‘were sealed away in some dark

archives. ,
A 1971 Newsweek poll reported

“that Catholics:'who are closely

associated with parish life “are
apt to be less involved in reform
movements of erther a social or
religious nature.”

Perhaps the best way to ap-
proach this problem;of the lack of

.parishioners knowledge of and -

involvement: in the |mphceftlons
of the Church'’s social teachings is

. to take a little test. This brief -

true-and-false quiz was prepared

by the Division of Justice and
‘Peace of the U.S.' Catholic

Conference.

- 1. Papal social encycl icals-have
treated: abortion more frequently’

than poverty. T' F .

2. For most people, thmgs are
getting better. T F.

World condltlons caII for
radlcal change. T F

4. Catholics should wait for
instructions from the hlerarchy
T F

5. For Christians, capitalism is
the best system. T F

6. Free trade is essential to’

~ world peace. T F

."should wait in

7. Trade relations between the'

U.S. and poor natrons favor the "
U ST F
a3

8. The world is ank T F
9. The Church.in aiz conditions |

supports  the right jto private
‘property. T 'F ¥
10. In adversr the CHnstlan

dltrons to change T F-

J

ope for con- .

11. Acts of charity and works of;'

justice are:one ahd’ the same.:
F . ©
. ga v
12. Communism’ and

" Christianity. both see the need for !
world goverament. T F .

TA3 Governments must make ;'
their citizens accept taxes,to pay
for world development T F

Answers: TF; 2F; 3tT; 4-F; 5—F,

6-F; 7-T; 8-T; 9-F; 10-F 11-F; 12—T,
13T o

Some readers wdl be angry |

_ about the answers. Not the they

dislike finding they gdve a wrong- .
answer so much, but that they i
vehemently dlsagree with :the !
Church’s social teaching. "The
'supporting material for the above

_statements will be found in Pope |

‘Paul’s “The Development of.'
Peoples”’ and/or ‘ ”Th1s Is .
Progress.”

It would be’ mtereﬁfmg to take |

this little test at you next parish. :
council meeting. The%l dtscussgs

“implications. i
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