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UNDERSTANblNG

[The seventh in'a series | erght medrfatlons
for the Resurrectron- 'entecost season.]

The Holy’ Splnt's glft of Knowledge was
the subject last consrdered in this column.
The capacnty to know,. coupled with freedom -

) O chorce we explained,
makeés man “a llttle less
than ithe angels (Psalm
,8:5) -+ indeed stamps. him
with the image and
l|kenesss of God. (Genesis
£1:26) .

“ On the other hand the.
g Spirit's aift of Knowledge
new horizons for
‘ *ns world, his
destlny, now seen in the
Y light ol God’s revealed
purpose. Such
: Knowledge empowers
man to khow ”tl'le things that no eye has'seen
.and no ear has heard, lg1 s beyond the mind
of man, all that God has prepared for those
who love him.” (1 Corinthians 2:9) The gift of
Knowledge,is a sort of visa lmlockmg God’s
mystery world to the falth-lllummed gaze of

man.

e

" The present meclrtatxon consrclers tl':e eift
of Understanding.

To know is to see the fim of reality; to
understand is to get to -the heart of the
matter. Knowledge is ‘recognitiorr; un-
derstanding .is comprehension. To know, for
example, a chemical formula or a person’s
mannerisms is one thing; to understand thems
is something else again.

Many persons cameto 'know Jesus during
His earthly missi Very few came to un-
derstand Him. Thi drstmetnon is highlighted
when one recal Judas betrayal, Peter’s
testiness and denial, }the disciples’ naive
questions, the crowds short-lived ac-
clamation. In fact, for all their hearing His

. words and studvmg His ways, those who

r

moved in- the inner circle of Jesus
acquaintance only came to understand Him
in the light of the Resurrection experience.

- Knowledge' is ‘concerned with features;
understanding puzzles over the mystery of a

person. |
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Often and bluntly Jesuys. spoke of His

“followers’ llmlted insights. For this reason He

- guaranteed. “another Advocate who will be

l

. will lead you to the comp

with you forever, the Spirit of truth.” (John
14:16) When sent by the Father, this Consoler.

“will teach you everything and remind you of

all | have said to you.” (John 14:26) At his
coming, Jesus continued, l4the Spirit of truth

ete truth . . . On
that day you will understand that | am" in my

Father and you in me and 1 in you.” (John °

16:13, 14:20) .
Jesus further explamed since the Spmt’
hest function is “to be my witness,” so he -
wﬁl make all followers ‘of the Way “to be my
witnesses too, because you have been with
me from ‘the outset.” (John 15:26- 27)

A trinity of truths emeérges from these
statements of the Sayior. _

First,. to fully understand Jesus results
from a Spmt—rmpelled process of witness. A
First Communicant can “Come to . the
Father,” but only a .mature; Christian, after
years of loyalty, can go forth from the Father
with a message and a mission. Knowledge
deals with simple ;truths;. Understanding
seeks after appropnated values and tested
truths. Many claim to know the truth about
God, but only he who has paid the price of
wrt(?easmg understands the deep Trut whlch
1S od. P

Second,. to fully understand Jesus s
guaranteed only by an effective openness to
His presence. Too many of us think of Jesus
as an historical figure, thus reducing Him to

the limitations of time and space. In order t’o
expérience the full reality of Jesus as Savior
and Lord, we must welcome Him into our.
lives in all of His Good Friday ordeal &nd His
Easter Sunday glory. Only then can ‘it be said,

“Of His fullness we have all received.” (lohn
1:16) Knowledge percerves that Jesus lived
“Once upon a trme Understandmg ex-
periences Him alive ° ‘forever and ever.” A

Christian’s . Credo is not so ‘much a
proclamatlon of I know™ as a commitment,

“| believe in order that | might understand!”.

(St. Augustine) It is not so much the process

that counts, as the presence. In the words of
the great Cardinal Newman, “Heart speaks to
heart.” And .within the mtrmacy of " our.
presence to His Lg)resence Understandinis
takes. place. nderstanding, unlike
knowledge, is not. an abstractron from -life,
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but a full exposure to, Ilfe — mdeed an

experience- of “the. fullness of lrfe " Uohn
10:10) ,

Third, to fully understand lesus results
only - from grasping thle network of
relationships that link Father, Son, Spmt and
Christian in an intimacy of ‘'m tual ove an
concern. In a word, the gift of l)nderstandmg
girds the Christian to a glorlous quest:ia life-
long search for the fullest meaning of “/Abba!
(Beloved Father!)” on the lips of Jesus as Son.
Sharer of the Spirit, Brother. .1n  the fmal

analysis, Jesus learned lived and lowed the -

Fatherhood of God, in the mysteries of His
own Incarnation, Death and Resufrection.
The compassmnate love of God as Father and
Forgiver is jesus greatest legacy to’us: For a
Christian there is no higher goal to a‘&am no
deeper .mystery- to understand Ne: WQnder

great theologians have spoken of the “Our

Father” as the ”compendlu’m of the Gospel,” * -

There is only one tragedy in llfe for a
Christian: to have said the Lord's Prayer
thousands of times, but never to have prayed
it oncel.

The gift of Understandmg, tq sum up,
teaches “restlessnéss with | an' .incomplete

Christ, a Christ,not taken seriously as a

. challenge and a commitment. One need only
look around to see dozens of ° counterfeut -

Christs/" dozens of 'multilations .‘of. the
glorious figure of Christ. The mystery-..of -

Christ is not easy to come by: Thére“is a price

to pay, and the grft of Understandmg ‘makes *

it somewhat easief to grasp what - “Jife- in
Christ” truly and thoroughly. means. Witness,
experience, sonship enrich this gift offered by
the Holy Spmt the Perfect Clver S,

Ceo

The two Emmaus drscrples on leaving
jerusalem, were doubt-ridden . and:

drscouraged The mission of ]esus remamed a

veritable enigma. The Ethrbpran official in .
the Book of Acts, on leaving Jerusalem, was

deeply perplexed. He found the- prophecy of’
Isaiah a veritable .enigma.

knowledge meant an initial dlscovervrof God.
One thing more.was necessary: the gift of

Understanding. (See.Lk. 24:45 and Adts 8:30)
Only when the gift of Understandmgtgraced
their earnest search did the discovery of the

Jesus as Resurrected Lord and Savior become
a complete truth — a ventable dellght of the

then had

r?to un-

‘spirit given by the Spirit. Only -
Knowledge become transflgured
derstandlng ' A
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Charism atlc Gro trps
_Cautloned by Pope

Pontijf Urges
Friars Minor

Follow Francis  Keep Devotlon to

¢l
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Pope Paul Urges Of
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Manan:Fathers”to preserve thet

)
vigor to lt,un the lréﬁt

- f the
“Madrid [RNS] — Pope Paul. VI Vatuan I[RNSl | ;Ki ;
'[RNS] — P right road ” ed members of the men’s Pauk VI ur teachings of Vatican of
wan?ed[ agar]nst Rorggne e l'jfg‘.’;ﬁs Order of Friars Minor - Marian Fathers : rehgrous other docume?ts of Church
Cathohcs belonging to TheP'ope whose remarks came  (Franciscans) to be: “faithful to congregatlon to maintain -on rellgious life r; .
"chansmatlc renewal” tﬁrmllle after  Belgium’s Cardinal Leo Christ and to the Church” in- specralndevotlon to the Virgin Affrrmm hat tl’!e world
which " loosen -ties wi Joseph - Suenens, strongly en- - keepingwith the example of their. Mary “in 'See ing -with the. . i ithout the.
hierarchy and offrcral ~Church ‘- dorsing  the American-born, founder, St. Francis of Assisi. original spirit” o the 300-year-old cannot Be ;
structures, He m“ 8:‘ " Catholic Pentecostal’ movement, - institute. : ;prrit of the atu amcgre
make surethey al’e ”on right - asked rhetoncally “A selflsh ln 4 speaal messa e to . auth;eéb"“hefs"e'@eofdthe dér that
road.” « comminion, :which were. it to .del ates at a“General Chapter, = The papal urging was expressed to m’ertna e at
: .ongmatefromanescape from the “which opened here May 31, the in a letter to the Very Rev. ) thevmalk in spt‘emc“:h ono?nal'
At his weekly public a rence, Jtrue communion of ~ecclesial : pormff- urged. all- Franciscans to. Sielski, ‘Superior General -of he M?rr‘zr(;rf &eéplrndgar mstge g
the Pope called on. all Catholics chanty, what spirit- may it en- be’ wrtnessesp»transmliters, and - congregation in Rome, on _t e sp
to “open themsélves to the couriter? What experiences, what  defenders of the Gospel without occasion of the third centenaryo ) % .
Tysterious ac;lm of tl';e chansnars‘;;naylfrll the vacuum of lett")s tber?se’vels ‘be lnflum‘ceg its fﬂundatlon K
7 especially. in tion : ultimate t: ti
e Faicoming 1075 Voly Yett, | with Gaar Y e i'éaz:y""'"- - The cohg:egat-on of " the CAmOLpC-u cml’hMAN
the peeparations for which begin : Marian- Fathers . of - the Im- !
Pentecost Sunday (une LU (Cardmal Suenens :who . at- _After pointin out ‘the .im- - maculate “Conception ~ of ' the ; Washl'hgton, D,C_ IRNSI
ten(kd the lntefnatmal con- ponance of t e fFrancwcan 'Blessed Vlrgm Mary (MIC) ArchblShO;IJ lPhlllp M nilan d
o Obvrously : refemng to. ference of  the- Catholic Chapter=a canonical meeting of - -founded -in. Poland in 1673 by New Ofleans ~was . elected
Catholics in Charismatic  Charismatic Renewal at the the‘heads:and: répregentaﬂves of Stams]aus P czynski to charrman of the board of trusteesgf
-~ Renewal, hesarda conditiofy for Umversrtyof Notre Dame (jurie 1-  the’ Order- from ‘various, parts. o of “Jesus, toteachl the (::dhr;»lh ic - Uniy sersity
bemgrecephveto HolyMSpr..orirtv .3) -and “preached during the the<world to deal \}mh matters - poor and to pray forthesous in .Ame‘ r;)c;nar dere at.a n
s C:jlmmmadmm y ﬁl&smglr'ttx,rrgy, had tol:l ttl?’eatpress eclzt g trl': organgtl?g as a - Putsao"v . _ terly board meetify
Churi herence to “It’s _impoftant: we who the Pope said’ l . .
: i enli the i the. dbors to ‘this himself ‘what ~ ‘the: Franqscan ln his lette( theP ObserVed
Mys 2l mh.ch”ha”fdﬁ?y Pen- '.‘h#tmy s  bringing f;,'?,.;,,‘vmtm -shof Id: be foday that if the Manan Fathers T'have r
’tecosta cenacle in the com- = Ch stranstogethermavefy,very ’ S encountered Vmanv drfﬁcg{l;reg
muni £ . the faltl'lful hrerar- clote way. - § o s B}
Shically onited . the pon o ey ool naier Toreet
,(The cardmal also sard durmg o th - Europe;” they:should never forget
. “We should reﬂectonvihethern that gathering -of some. 22,000 MRS ”the g’eat favor;sl which. divine' atchb)
‘certain groups in search of the chansmatrc(:athohcs that he had . - FC11BX erice. has always
Holy Splrlt, preferto,lsolate X recently * drscussed the,. e
: avocd both the = Charismatic Renewal with Pope’ : AR » ram. whi
drrectmg mrmstry Church. Paul | whe, | he said, listened Zrhe pontrff exhorted the - gducational, crea
anonymous crown of . “opesly”  but expressed no @eral_aetfyqtres: -
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