\ - -
N e e o oo

I

\ b

#

"COURIER-JOURNAL

b t

MBI P AR, yﬁg»r—qut.pwtwﬁﬁ Pt S e R AT SR U
‘ - T e I e

N B ins sl S ) 2 St g
rm e T IR AL S WA
PR Tl e

-

Wednesday, June 6, :97,%

e T O PR YA B s
A o A
S N

' [ -

Page 3

Pastoral

KNOWI.EDGE
[The sixth in a series of erght meditations
for the Resurrectron-?entecobt season.]

Last week we discussed’ the Holy Spirit’s
* gift of Counsel. We saw it as a divine
prudence whr”‘h blends faith and freedom ‘in
- practice: the first an
approach to God beyond
! mere logic, ‘the other a
fCapacity ito make
jdecisions about-
E many--options. We further
5 escrlbed Counsel as a
P seeking of the.Father’s will
fpand a fputtmg on of the
E mind of Christ, insefar as it
involves - makmg Tight
judgments’ about basic
iissues, Counsel, therefore,
'is a specral instinct by
which Spirit-guide
choices are made and the commitment to
ultimate values is carrred out.

M

This week our reflectlon centers on the
gift of Knowledge. .
Next to free choice, man’s most precious
possession is the’ capacrty to know. To know

_. means to make persons and things part of our

personal experience, to welcome them into
our very being. In fact; from earliest times
man has been regarded as a “small world,” an
“idea-maker.” Even Shakespeare saw man as’
paragon and king of creation Because of his
power to know.' In our own day there is a
strong recognition of knowledge-power

Not only phllosophy and qocnology, but
also Scripture téstifies to the value of
knowledge. The Psalms have much to say
abouf knowledge, whether possessed by Cod
(e.g., Psalm 139) or by man (e.g., Psalm 119).
Most of the.old Testament sees knowledge as
related to the Law of God, The New
Testament sees knowledgﬁ ?5 related to
Christ,. “the¢® Way, the Truth and the Life.”
Ljohn "14:6) On at least one occasion Paul |
ecomes ecstatic over the iunfathomable
power of God’s knowledge, (Romans 11:33)

When Scripture talks abor.:t knowledge,
however, it understands more than acluster
of ideas or an intellectual experlence The
Bible does not see truth as donceptual, but as
a total experience touching the eepest fiber
of a person. To know is, biblically speaking,
to become one with the objeqt known. That
is why the Scriptures - upderstand man’s
knowledge of God as an ultlmate experlence

lifes. -

T

Paul 'dlfferentlrates . two types "of
knowledge. One he-calls human foolishness -
because. it puffs up and leads .to_-self-:
exaggeration. The other is divinely fruitfl
because it leads to the. discovery of God's

purpose, Paul’s conviction is that our hidden -

self unfolds only as we discover moré fully

- the divine plan for our lives. For him human

knowledge is worthless until it makes life- -
grvmg contact with God's great secret -hidden

om ages past. And that great ‘mystery ‘is

‘Christ Jesus — the Beginning, End and Ab-

sOolute Norm of the Father’s love, for-all men. .

Indeed, for Paul, to live is Christ and to know
Christ-is to experience life’s truest meaning.
(See Philippians 1:21) And that knowlefge
does not come by mere accident or hidden

. formula. It is open to all men who are open

to God, that is to say, who possess the grace

of God.

By human khowledge one’ mterlonzes his
world through sight,” sound, touch. By the
Spirit's gift of Knowledge one comes. to]
interiorize his wotld from God’s perspective.i:

Prompted and guided by the Spirit, one skirts}

the ordinary processes of ~knowledge. The'
Knowledge which theSpirit offers empowers
man to see directly how Creator and creature
interrelate, offers assurance of life’s deepest
meaning, suggests how life’s basie-values are
to be realized. o

-

Human knowledge searches, labels,
correlates. The gift of Knowledge "searches

the whole range of creation to ask what it can .

speak t6 man’s quest for meaning. The pift of -
Knowledge labels all of reality “a reflection
of the divine goodness a luminous ladder by
which "we imb to God.” The gift of
Knowledge penetrates be (}/ond appearances
and sees the breadth and th of our world
in relatlon to God’s over-al purpose.

Considered in this way, the Knowledge
offered by the Spirit unlocks .the world of
God that lies hidden beyond the world of-
man. Here lies the- reality beyond the ap-
pearances of our realities. Called by the
Spirit, the Christian is invited to explore this

mystery world which faith discovers, hope

. covets and love possesses.

Knowledge achieves its deepest impact,
.therefore, when we look. at our beautiful yet
garish world and note its two basic
characteristics: that it is nothing in itself, and

- yet that it bears the stamp of divine worth. To

take our world'as an end in’itself is to idolize
its. nothingness. To -forget the 'stamp of
divinity is to miss the message projected by
God through nature and history.

By BIShop Joseph I. Hogan
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‘genuine life.
remark that Knowledge ;given by the Spirit is

Holy Spirit’s Glfts' IlscOVeries in llsclpleshlp

Knowledge 'is .power because it: afflrms
our humanness. The gift of Knowledge. is
power. because it testifies to the presence of -
the Spirit in-our livés. It has often been said
that self-knowledge is the beginning of a
It is perhaps more true.to

the end and purpose of a genuine life. And
this special gift of the Spirit is what the Good -
Shepherél came to give, since He came that
“men might haye life and have it in its -
fullness (John 10: 10) - . :
We must never confuse Kr? ledge WIth,A
catechetical information theological
fearning. These things can fill. the ﬁead,
without ever reaching the heart. Too ‘many -
Christians_in the past, and there are many
more still'with us, believe they will be able to
think their. way’ to Heaven. The Know ledge
we speak of is integrated: it perceivesas well.
as appreciates, it probes as well
derstands, it grope
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well as grasps. To o
. know in the Spirit,is to see life in its broadest’
dimensions, to vearn for the source of truth, -

Not without reason did Jesus identify the. ‘
Paraclete as-the Spirit of Tnuth (John 14: 17§ ,

15:26, 16:13).

One of the deepest statements in thé"_ o

Gospel . writings equates eternal life with:
Knowledge. “Now this is efernal iife, that the
(all believers) may. know you, the only trué
God, and him whom You have sent, lesns
Christ.” (John 17:3) In other terms, to placé
God at the very center of our experience, an

to accept the divine mission of Jesus .is-
already to have gamed eternal life. Only
death is needed to make that-a “forever and
ever” condmon .

Allof us, | belleve recall the flrst tlme we;

held a glant seashell to our ear and listened®

intently. And then, for at least a fraction of a
moment, we believed we heard the pounding’
of the ocean on- a distant shore~On girowing
up, we learned we were listeping to the

rhythm of our own pulse. The childish bellef
had become an adult truth. )

Here lies: a valuable comparison. The_

Knowledge given by the Spirit enables us. to..

hear the echoes of -an-infinite world beyont:l
our own. The gift of Knowledge poises us ofi -
the brink . of "eternal realities. Eyen if, -on -

growing up,.some of our childhood concepts - - . -

of God needed recasting, Knowledge assures _

us we have been listening all along to a "’

divine rhythni that pulsates deep within our
being. Either in the world.beyond ourself or-
in the -world within. ourself; the Spirit’s gift
guarantees we have come to kfiow the God -
of truth and the truth of God
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ln his: Jettef £0- Cardmal V'llot
Pope Paul said - that private

” 15 not sufficient to

.meet the problems ”whlch face

that ofganized .on.a:

. Alluding to.tha- srtuatron in the
six African nations, the Pope’said;
kaced with the . tremendots
- _expansion of the calamity, . chanty
-rnust assume new dimensjons; it

) rwst spread<among ihé atidng "‘,;
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‘it was the pontuff’s ‘second .
al for the-famine-threatened

: lelecm peoples: He first called -

n an Presndent
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Pope -Paul Vl 3reets Roma‘manl Pre;:dent Nlcolae .
Ceausescu during an avdience.in the Vatican. Thelpon!rlf g

‘ %?ll ?ll’crl]ﬂd‘v;t.del‘ll;n %ll,lll'l'dz;;lm on - COM ‘privately “for 25 miniites- and - "'»'A.
address May 27 to the crowd in . ned b l-'o:ergn Minister. Gheorghe -~

- Mascovescu and ‘Arch

“of the Vatican ‘Counci

St Peter’s Square
“Earlier, Addeke H. Boérma, the

ﬁostmo -Casaroli, secretary. .

+-the' Public Affairs iof - the

Chuich, the. . POPe's oreign. minister”’ All téld, ‘the -

; muﬁ{"e Or;&rllzsatl;no?((’FAO) . audience last Minule es, and - was. held, accordmg toa -
announced that the.agency was < . Vatican ique; Yin _ah' atmosphere of /sincere .

' cordial ,marked “the: third time Pope Paul had mef
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