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By Bishop Joseph L. Hogan 

s Gifts: Disco veries in Discipleship 
K N O W L E D G E 

[The sixth in a series o f eight meditations 
for the Resurrection-Pentecost season.] 

l a s t Week w e discussed' the; Holy Spirit's 
gift of Counsel. W e saw it as a, divine 
prudence which blends fai th and f reedom in 

p r a c t i c e : t h e f i rs t a n 
approach t o ; God beyond 

SUmere logic, the other a 
^ C a p a c i t y t o m a k e 
|d6ci5ion5 $bou\ l i fe's, 
finany^ options. W e further 
Idescribed Counsel as a 
fseeking of the Father's wi l l 
land a putt ing on of the 
mind o f Christ, insofar as it 

j i n v o j v e s - m a k i n g T i g h t 
judgments about basic 

' i s s u e s . C o u n s e l , t h e r e f o r e , 
is a Speciaj instinct by 

__̂  - w h i c h S p i r i t - g u i d e d -
choltes are made and the commi tment to 
ult imate values is carried out. 

This week our reflection centers on the 
gift of Knowledge. 

Next to free choice, man's most precious 
possession is the capacity to know. To know 
means to make persons and things part of our 
personal experience, to w e l c o m e them into 
our very being, In fact, f rom tearliest times 
m a n h a s b e e n r e g a r d e d as a " s m a l l w o r l d , " a n 
"idea-maker." Even Shakespeare saw man as" 
p a r a g o n a n d . k i n g o f c r e a t i o n B e c a u s e o f h i s 
power to knbw.i In our own day there is a 
strong recognition of knowledge-power. 

Not only philosophy and sociology, but 
a l s o S c r i p t u r e t e s t i f i e s t o t jhe ^ a l u e o f 
knowledge. The Psalms have much to say 
aboufTknowledge, whether possessed by C o d 
(e.g. , Psalm 139) or by man (e.g. . Psalm "119). 
Most of the.old Testament seesi knowledge as 
related . t o the Law of Gold, The N e w 
Testament sees knowledge ^s related to 
Christ,, " t h e ' W a y . the Truth and the Life." 
(John .14:6) O n at least one occasion Paul 
becomes ecstatic over the junfathomable 
p o w e r o f G o d ' s k n o w l e d g e ! ( R o m a n s 1 1 : 3 3 ) 

W h e n S c r i p t u r e t a l k s a b o u t k n o w l e d g e , 
however, it understands mdrej than ta_cluster 
of ideas or an intellectual! experience. The 
Bible does not see truth as cjonteptual, but as 
a total experience touching) the deepest fiber 
of a person. To know is, biblifcally speaking, 
to become one wi th the object known. That 
is why the Scriptures understand man's 
knowledge of God as an ult imate experience. 

P a u l ' ' d i f f e r e n t i a t e s t w o t y p e s o f 

knowledge. One he calls human foolishness 
because it puffs up and leads t o . self-; 
exaggeration. The other is divinely f ru i t fu l 
because it lead's to the discovery of GocFs 
purpose, PauJ's conviction is that our hidden 
self unfolds on ly as w e discover more fully 
the divine plan for our lives. For h im human 
knowledge is worthless until it makes life-­
giving contact wi th God's great secret hidden 
from ages past. And that great mystery is 
Christ Jesus — the Beginning; End and Ab­
solute Norm of the Father's love^for all men. 
Indeed, for Paul, to live is Christ and to know 
Christ is to experience life's truest meaning. 
(See Philippians 1:21) And that knowledge 
does not come by mere accident or hidden 
formula. I t is open to all men who are open 
to G o d , that is to say, w h o possess the grace 
of God. 

By human knowledge one interiorizes his 
world through sight,' sound, touch. By the 
Spirit's gift of Knowledge one comes to 
interiorize his world f rom God's perspective. 
Prompted and guided by the Spirit, one skirts!! 
the ordinary processes o f - knowledge. The' 
Knowledge which the Spirit offers empowers 
man to see directly how Creator and creature 
interrelate, offers assurance of life's deepest 
meaning, suggests how life's basie-^values are 
to be realized. *» 

H u m a n k n o w l e d g e searches , l a b e l s , 
c o r r e l a t e s . T h e g i f t o f K n o w l e d g e s e a r c h e s 
the whole range of creation to ask what it can 
speak to man's quest for meaning. The gift o f 

_ Knowledge label's all of reality "a reflection 
of the divine goodness, a luminous ladder by 
which w e c l imb t o Go'd." The gift of 
Knowledge penetrates beyond appearances 
a n d sees t h e b r e a d t h a n d d e p t h o f o u r w o r l d 
in relation to God's over-all purpose. 

Considered in this way, the Knowledge 
offered by the Spirit unlocks the world of 
God that lies hidden beyond the world of 
man. Here lies the reality beyond the ap­
pearances o l our realities. Called by the 
S p i r i t , t h e C h r i s t i a n is i n v i t e d t o e x p l o r e t h i s 

mystery world which faith discovers, hope 
. c o v e t s , a n d l o v e possesses . 

Knowledge achieves its deepest impact , 
.therefore, when w e Look at our beautiful yet 
garish world and note its t w o basic 
characteristics: t h a t it is nothing in itself, and 

' .yet that it bears the stamp of divine worth. To 
take our wor ld as an end in itself is to idolize 
its. nothingness. To forget the stamp of 
divinity is to miss the message projected by 
God through nature and history. 

Knowledge is power because it > affirms 
our humanness. The gift of Knowledge, is < 
power because it testifies to the presence, of 
the Spirit in our lives. It has often been said 
that self-knowledge is the beginning of a 
genuine life. It is perhaps more t r u e . t o . 
remark that Knowledge /given by the Spirit, is 
the end and purpose of a genuine life. And 
this special gift of the Spirit is what the Good 
Shepherd came tfo give, since H e ' c a m e that 
"men might haye life and have it in its -
f u l l n e s s . " ( J o h n 1 0 : 1 0 ) 

W e must never confuse Knowledge with 
catechetical information of- theological 
learning. These things can .fill the head 
without ever reaching the heart. Too many 
Christians in the past, and there are rnany ;} 
more still wi th us, believe they wi l l be able .to " 
think their way to Heaven. The Knowledge 
we speak of is integrated: it perceives <as well;, 
as appreciates, it probes, as wel l , as unjf-V 
derstands,"it gropjs^SS* well as grasps. To 
know in the Spirit, is to see life in its broadest 
dimensions, to yearn for the source of truths 
Not wi thout reason did Jesus identify t h ^ 
Paraclete as the Spirit of Truth (John 14 f l7 f 
15 :26 ,16 :13 ) . . . } 

One of the deepest statements in the|*. 
Gospel . writings equates eternal life witfls 
knowledge. " N o w th,is is eternal l ife, that thev 
(all believers) may know you, the only tru0 
God, and him w h o m You have sent, Jesii^ 
Christ." (John 17;3) In other terms, to placsj 
G o d a t t h e v e r y c e n t e r o f o u r e x p e r i e n c e , a n q 
to accept the divine mission of Jesus is 
a l r e a d y t o h a v e g a i n e d e t e r n a l l i f e . O n l y 
death is'needed to make that a "forever and 
ever" condit ion. . 

All of us, I believe, recall the first t ime we; 
held a giant seashell to our ear.'and l istened^ 
intently. And then, for at least a fraction of a < 
moment , we believed we heard the pounding 
of the ocean on a distant shore^On growing 
up, we learned we v^ere listening to the 
rhythm of our own pulse. The childish belief ; 
had become ah adult truth. 

H e r e l ies- a v a l u a b l e c o m p a r i s o n . T h p 

Knowledge given by the .Spirit enables us to-., 
h e a r t h e e c h o e s o f a m M n f i n i t e : w o r l d b e y o n d 
our o w n . The gift of Knowledge poises us oft 
the brink of eternal, realities. Even if, on . 
growing up,Vsome of our childhood concepts 
of God needed recasting, Knowledge,assures o • 
us we have 'been listening al l along to a"' 
divine rhythm that pulsates deep within our 
being. Either in the world beyond ourself or 
in the world within ourself, the Spirit's- gift. . 
guarantees wig have c o m e to know the God 
of truth and the truth of God. 

Urges World A Id 
Vatican. 

has called. 
Catholics 

possible 
the -sfa'rvi 
drought-
bdrdering 

<(jty[RNSl PopejPaul 
.oi l- . the world's 
make the "greatest 

cjmimitmenr to ihejp 
~ i n s p o p u l a t i o n s i n 

"cken countries 
Sahara. I 

stri( 
t i e 

jHe said however, that. 
magni tude of t he disaster-facing 
those countr ies was such s j s ' p 

require the '-mobilize*' ~1' " 

representatives of major Catholic 
charity .organizations throughout 
t h e worldL The-conference-a lso 

will he attended by/superiprs of 
many ' Gathol ic rel ig ious orders 
and/of f ic ia ls- of7-.various Vat ican 

departments in a major effort to 
ooordir iate assistance t o 

Africanrc;otintr'iei.: 

t h e 

. ..._TJi'zatlqn.of all 
t he world's- wealthier- nat ions a t a • 
adyerhmenU level" to tackle the 
prpqlern. 

Accord ing to. a recent Un i ted 

Matlon? 4Uiv^V Of Cd^ltidfts in 
.Mauritania; Senegal,-Mali; UJpper 
Vpftai. Niger aroRJiap; nomads 
are s t rear l i n g sou thwards j i r i 
search of food. Grain supplies 
have report edly been exhausted 
and 40 to flO per cent of! the" 
livestock hits died, ' [ | 

' T h e pon t i f f m a d e h is appeal! i n 
a letter to Cardinal leap Vfillbt-
Vat ican secretary o f - s t a t e | ana 
president o r t h e Va t i canVrp l ie f -

coofdinatingagency, Cor tjnim 
(OnerHeartjjT. ; _ .-. j i 
- Cardinal Villot is due to preside 
a t a Jun& 6 conference -jof 

"Tfc.e tT-S. C a t h o l i c Re l i e f 

Service and % .West CeTma^ 
-counterp>artf Cafitas, have already 
been providing emergency aid to . 
the disaster are«, but have torn. 
•running, 'into- trouble at 
f t iWwi^ ' l i t f^asisef t l ier?-
are n o t enough aircraft t o carry 

; food and;n>edrcal supplies t o t h e 

lil^ldf/ '. '"''* J 
The heed fo r immedia te act ion 

by the international community 
was also underscored-recently by 

\JM ^ re tary General Kurt 
Waldheim.vvho warned that the 
next fewweeks- would be-crucial 
for ttop she African countries. 

In his letter to Cardinal Villot, 
Pope Paul said .that private 
char i t y " o r tha t organized o n . a 
limitedbasis/'is not sufficientto 
meet the problems "which face 

wide sections of the population-^ 
or father a large part of 
rnankind." . 

"People must: help other 
.people;" h e went on. "Everyone 
#uiout exception fwlongs t o j t f i ^ 
gVeathuman family, ahdjthat i|*»" 
why- everyone without exceptioVi?1* 

must contribute to the solution of 
the problems o f -other members 
o f t ne samefami l y . ; ' ,• -

Alluding to the situation in the 
six African nations, the Popesaid: •' 
"Paced with the trenfcndpus 
expansion o f t he ca lami ty , char i t y 
roust essurrie n e w drrnensjons; i t 

. must spreaci,arnorjg the' nations 
„ori" a ur>iversal_scale." 

'.It was the pontiffs second, 
appeal fo r t h e famine ih rea tened 

AMm^rjeoples. He first called 
f o r wor ld-wide -rnobi l izat ion t o 

aid them at his Sunday noon 
address M a y 27 t o t h e c r o w d in 
St. Peters Square. 

Earlier, Addeke H. Boerma, the 
ihead of the tXN/s" Food and 
Agriculture Organization, {fW), 
announced * a t t h e - agency was 
t ry ing t o get a vas t .rel ief^air l i f t 
operating. - ";- ,-

ftppeive* Romanian President 

Pope P a u r V l ^jgreet* Rolnafnian^ President Nicolae 
Ceausescu during a n audience in the Vat ican. The j pontiff 
and Ceausescu conferred privately for 25 minutes a n d 
were then joined by Romanian Foreign Minister Gheorghe 
M a s c o v e s c i i a r i d A r c h b i s h o p A g o s t i n o C a s a r b l i , s e c r e t a r y 
of t h e Vat ican Counci l for the Public Affairs of the 
Church, the Pope's "foreign .minister:1" A l l t o l d / t h e 
audience lasted 50 minutes, and w a s he ld , according to a 
Vat ican communique , "in an atmosphere of sincere 
cordial i ty." I t rharked the third t ime Pope Paul had m e t 
wi th the head of state of a Communist country. [RNS] 
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