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FORTITUDE 

IThe fourth in a series of eight meditations 
for the Resurrection-Pentecost season.] 
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By Bishop Joseph L. Hogan 

meditations highlighted 
. v _ . . o f t h e L o r d ) a n d P i e t y . In 

, s u m m a r y , t h e f i rs t is a n | awareness o f t h e 
sac rament o f t h e un iverse ; 
t h e second is an ac
cep tance Of God 's ac

c e p t a n c e o f m a n . T h e f i r s t 
lipoks for God's absolute "I 

J a m ! " m i r r o r e d i n t h e 
I jmyst iery o f e v e r y t h i n g t h a t 
l i s ; t h e s e c o n d is an ad 

v e n t u r e o f response t o t h e 
iiyinfc "You are mine!" 
One urges us to walk in 
yonder? the other 
guarantees, a sense o f 

(be longings. \ T h e f i r s t 
, ~ — — ^ t o u c h e s - t h e t r u t h ; t h e 

second savors t h e f beau ty , o f t h e Lo rd . The 
present c o l u m n takes u p a t h i r d g i f t o f t h e 
Spi r i t , Fo r t i t ude . I 

O n e a p p r o a c h |to f o r t i t u d e is t o see i t as 
basic paradox: weakness t rans f i gu red i n t o 
s t reng th . In t h i s sense f o r t i t u d e is a d i scove ry 
that "triumph" consists of two elements: try 
and o o m p h ! In t he i r p i c tu resque language, I 
unde rs tand , t h e Chinese c o m b i n e t w o s igns, 
c o n f l i c t a n d o p p o r t u n i t y , t o express cou rage , 
i n his e l o q u e n t Profiles in Courage, President 
John F. Kennedy showcased examples o f th is 
t ype o f f o r t i t u d e , me A m e r i c a n s re la te w e l l 
t o th is t y p e o f cou rage by o u r psycho logy o f 
t he u n d e r d o g , o i i r p h i l o s o p h y o f f r o n -
t i e r smansh ip , oun Ha l ls o f Fame t h a t 
ce lebra te t h e v i c to r i es o f m o r a l deter 
m i n a t i o n over average l i m i t a t i o n s . Bu t t h e n 
no n a t i o n in l i i s t o r y has been w i t h o u t its 
favo r i t e shr ines ofj he ro i sm . 

W h i l e p h i l o s o p h e r s e u l o g i z e t h e 
f u l f i l l m e n t o f du t y ] in t h e face o f d i f f i c u l t i e s , 
t heo log ians l o o k t o t h e source and ' m o t i v e s 

O n e g r o u p l o o k s alt t h 

. he other looks to the ultimate 
r e l a t i o n s . T h e d i f f e r e n c e , is o n e o f per -

fc. Perhaps the basic difference would 
be. that] t h e sjecond g r o u p insists on a c a p i t a l 

."§" for what the first group would write 
s i m p l y as " s p i r i t . " 

The 

t o m a k e m \ 

apostle Paul at least twice} 
t h e basic p a a d o x o f C h r i s t i a n f o r t i t u d e . " H e 
(God) chose w h a t is weak by r.iuman s tan 
dards t o s h a m e w h a t is s t rong . (1 Cor in th ians 
4:7̂ ) In another place he writes: "I am happy 

weakness m y specia l boast so 

c o n t r i b u t i o n is c o n s t a n c y ra ther t h a n a b l a z e 

of shorMived Heroism, Both types .are 
n e e d e d , " o f course . Mar ty rs , c a n d i e in t w o 

ways; once uponia time, or forever and ever; 
approach t o f o r t i t u d e is t o see i t 

ef fer 's j phrase!) as " t h e cos t l o f 

dramatizes 

t ha t t h e .power o f Chr is t may stay over m e . 
Tha t is w h y I an c o n t e n t .wi th m y weaknesses, 
a n d w i t h insu l ts , hardsh ips , persecu t ions ; and 
t he agdnies I go, t h r o u g h fo r Christ 's sake. For 
i t is w h e n I a m w e a k t h a t I a m s t rongt" ( 2 
Corinthians 12;9) 

A p r o v o c a t i v e d e f i n i t i o n o f f o r t i t u d e as 
paradox w o u l d be : Fear p r o c l a i m i n g " I 
c a n ' t ! " w h i l e D u t y resolves " I w U l ! " Put in 
t heo log i ca l t e rms , "Courage is fejar t h a t sa id 
its prayers."^ 

Ano ther , app roach t o f o r t i t u d e 
as steadfastness o r stick-to-it-
shou ld n o t d o w n g r a d e t he 
f o r t i t u d e t h a t is man i fes ted in 
g r i n d . " I ndeed a ser ious cha l l 
leveled, at t h e mass m e d i a w h i c h 
acc iden t f r o n t page coverage, 
cen tu ry o f m a r r i e d love scare 
i n c h e s j o f space on< page 10. 
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Courage has m a n y faces. One 
glamorjous, y e t an .authent ic face: _. 0 _ 
is long-term devot ion, w h e t h e r t h e se t t i ng is 
t he h o n i e , t h e hosp i ta l w a r d , t h e c lass room, 
t he caseworker 's desk, {he judge's b e n c h , t h e 
miss ionary 's fetation, Whereve r rhen m a k e a 
c o m m i t m e n t t o serve w i t h in tegr i t y and. car ry 
i t o u t f a i t h f u l l y , t hey exh ib i t thje m o r e d i f -

:ourage t h a t chooses t o ] l i ve , ra ther 
e, for. a cause. These a r e i t h e unsung 
— t h e " h o r i z o n t a l m a r t y r s " w h o s t 

f i c u l t 
than d 

vheroes 

A t h i r d 
( in B o n h o e t 
d i s c i p l e s h i p . " Stejngth o f spir i t , s u p p o r t e d b y 

the Spirit, is the price one pays to be "faithful 
in Chr is t . " The, .Christ ian w h o has t r u l y ex

p e r i e n c e d t h e Spir i t takes l i fe as a " d a i l y 
d i s c o v e r y o f G o d , " ' a - Y e s t o G o d ' s d a i l y 
demands . Such ja persoj i does n o t mere l y 
keep t h e . f a i t h , b u t keeps i t a l i ve — and even 
shares i t . He is nojt c o n t e n t w i t h cheap graces 
— a a r o u t i n e , ! l i n e - p f - l e a s t - r e s i s t a n c e 
Chr is t ian i t y . Rath-er he yearns fo r t h e " c o s t l y 
g r a c e s " — t h e ins t i tu t ions t o h igher levels „o f . 
spi r i tua l g r o w t h . ! T h i s sp i r i tua l w r e s t l i n g is 

with "impossible^ dreams" (namely, >good 
u n d o n e ) r a t h e r t h a n missions a c c o m p l i s h e d . 
This b rand,o f for f i i tude cal ls a l l o f us t o b e , i n 
t h e Spi r i t , r r io re ' t h a n w e are,, f o r every 
Chr is t ian is rr iore t han he does. 

Chr is t ian d isc ip lesh ip j i s a commi tn j i en t t o 
the.Chr is t o f t w o gardensl In o n e garden fear 
is a m o m e n t ' s ques t ion en rou te t o 
courageous sel f-surrender. In t he o the r g lo ry 
is the endljess e x c l a m a t i o n o f courage 
rewarded . In t he b e g i n n i n g fear . . . in t h e 
end g lo ry . O n l y fq j r t i tude can conve r t t h e f i rs t 
i n to t h e second . For o n l y f o r t i t u d e can bu ry 
risk and have i t resurrect as v i c t o r y . 

Every d i a m o n d un locks a lesson of 
courage. . For everv d i a m o n d has l i ved 
t h rough a paradox, s tuck t o its task, and even 
pa id t he p r i ce . M ine ra log i s t s r em ind us t h a t 
the o n l y d i f f e rence be tween a p iece of ; coa l 
and a d i a m o n d (essent ia l ly b o t h ca rbon) is 
t h a t ^ p n e has c rys ta l l i zed by bear ing the' , 
pressuies o f t he ear th and s t i ck ing t o t h e task 
a l o t longer . These t w o fac to rs m a k e o n e a 
b lack i j j m p m e a n t f o r t h e f i re , t he other; " t h e 
d rop of l i qu i d sunsh ine " at o n c e prec ious and 
p r i zed . v 

Rare Prisoner 

Vatican Jail Put to Use 

Three -Rochester! m e n , all 
Aquinas Institute and St. John 
Fisher College graduates, will be 
ordained Basiliaif priests 
Saturday, May 26, at 2jp.m., in the 
Church of the Annunciation by 
Bishop Joseph L Hogan. 

Ax Divorce Bah, 
Angelicans Ask Eire 

Dublin [RNS] - Removal.of-
the constitutional ban on divorce 
in the Irish Republic vVas urged in 
a report u ran i r j ^ l y fadop ted by 
the 102nd General Synod of the 
Church of Ireland (Ahglican). 

The report* submitted by the 

Role of the Church iGommittee. 
said that while thef Church of 

. Ireland Twas pledged] to uphold 
the permanence of marriage, "we 
must face the fact that there are 

people . . . wfo> disagree with 
the Church's unequiyocal 
teaching and practice: ( and 
maintain that in certain cases 
divorce is justified a$ being the 
lesser of two evils. ." . 

"Father Will iam - Frankenberger, 
3Q, the son of. Mr. and Mrs. 
Wjlliam Frankenberger of 45 
Doran St., wijth a Master, of 
D iv in i ty Degree (T969-72 
University of Toronto) has 
recently been employing his B.A. 
degree i n . Spanish (1966) in 
parochial work at the Church of 
St John Chrysostom in Mexico 
City. After his ordination he wil l 
continue in the Basilian Mexican 
Missionary Apostolate. The 
Frankenberger fami ly parish, 
Immaculate Conception,, where 
Father attended grade school, wil l 
witness his First Mass at 12:15, 
Sunday, May 27. Besides teaching 
at Aquinas (1966-68) and St. 
Thomas High ip Houston (1968-
69), he was involved in youth 
work in parishes of the Toronto 
Archdiocese. ; 

Father Richard Anthony 
Ranalletti, 28,son of Mr. and Mrs. 

Philip Rarialletti. -of 28 Hall St., 
has. I n the past^diaconate year, 
bejen a counselor in the Aquinas 
Guidance Program, arid will 
continue in that appointment 
after his' ordination. Besides 
tak ing a B.'Av. Degree in 

Mathematics ' (1966), which 

subject he taught at Aquinas 
(1967-69), and a Master of 
Divinity degree from Toronto 
(1969-72), he was involved for 
some t ime in catechetical work in 
Toronto. 

Chris ti Corpus 
parish where 
began his 
scene of his First 
12:15 p.m., 

Church, the 
father. Ranalletti 

education, will be trie 
Solemn Mass at 

Sunday, May 27. 

Vatican G t y [RNS] — One of 
the most closely guarded secrets 
in the Vatican these days revolves 
around a prisoner, said to be only 
the third or fourth person ever to 
have been locked up, in Vatican 
City's two-cell jail house since the 
papal state came into existence in 
1929. ( . 

When rumors spread that the 
case involved a current Rome 
wire-tapping scandal — the 
rumors claimed several phones 
inside the Aposolic Palace, where 
Pope Paul lives, were among 
scores of "bugged" phones in 
Rome — the Vatican issued a 
firm denial. 

Vatican press officer Federico 
"Alessandrini said that no Vatican 

palace phones had been tapped. 
He did say, • however, that two 

telephone technicians had been 
questioned in- connection with 
the theft of valuable medals. 

• i r • 
He said that watican City laws 

prevented any disclosure on 
details relating' to [matters under 
judicial investigation, adding that 
one of the two telephone 
technicians had been detained 

Cardinal Slipyi 

tor several days "pending the 
putcome of a preliminary phase 
of the. investigations." 

It was the first time in decades 
that a person had been detained 
in the Vatican. Alessandrini said 
he could not remember how long 
the Vatican jail had been empty. 
'JThere must have been someone 
else in there after World War,11," . 
he said. ' .* • 

| Investigating Judge Cuiseppe 
Spinelli said he knew for sure that 
no one had been detained in the 
jail during the 22 years Ihe has 

1 worked for the Vatican.. 

j The rnedals reportedly stolen 
were si 
$3,500. 
were said to- be worth around 

When investigations, are-

Completed, and in the event the 
suspect is ordered to stand trial, 
he faces two prospects. He may 
be tried by a Vatican court or he 
may be lhanded over to Italian 
authorities for trial in an.Italian 
tribunal. 6 

In either case, if convicted and 
sentenced, he would spend!, his 
jjail term in an Ital ian' prison 
tisprovided by the 1929 Italian-
Vatican Concordat. 

Father Richard Allen Wahl , 29, 
" the son of Mr. and Mrs. Herbert 
Wahl, of 203 Emerson St., with 
degrees in History (MA, 1968 U 
of Detroi t) and Master of 
Divinity (1969-72, Toronto),; "has 
been, working with the Ontario 
Penal System, and involved in .the 
charismatic Renewal Movement, 
•arid the past year as deacon ifi the 
-Basilian ~ parish of Lethbridge, 
Alberta, Canada. He has been 
appointeditoAquinas for the next 
school- year, where he taught 
history in j 1966-69. 

Father Wahl wi l l celebrate his 
first-Mass in his home and grade 
school parish of St. Anthony o f . 
Padua oh Sunday, May 27, at 
12:15 p;m|. — 

Visits America ^usfcal Show Set 
:or t Rochester 

Toronto, Ont, [RNS]«- Prior to 
his visit to the U.S., Ukrainian 
Cardinal Joseph Slipyi presided at 
a special Mass in Maple Leaf 
Gardens here before 10,000 
Ukrainian Catholics. The 
celebration of the Mass coin
cided with the 10th anniversary 
of the prelate's release from a 
Siberian labor camp. 

Cardinal Slipyi, 81 , currently 
visiting the.U.S., is scheduled to 
visit Ukrainian Catholic comr 
munities in Newdrk, Pittsburgh, 
Cleveland, Chicago, Detroi t , 
Minneapolis-St. Paul, New York' 
and also make a return visit to 
Toronto. 

Images, a stage production 
built around popular show tunes, 
will] be presenteq next weekend in 
East Rochester High School 'Under 
the auspices of St. Jerome's 
parish.. About 150 young- people 
Will take parfe. Paul Cimj<£ta is, 
the director. . . 

'This will be the sixth; annual 
show sponsored by the: parish. 
Curtain jjtirrie is; 8:15 P :m ' ' o n 

f r iday and Saturday, j u r p -1, and 
2; 7j30Jdri Sunday, Tickets, $1.50 

: for sujdenfs and $2 for adults, are 
ailabie at the rectory* ;brl from 

'members.-' 
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