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IBy Bishop Joseph L. 

PIETY 

[The th i rd in a series of eight meditations 
for the Resurrection-Pentecost season.] 

Last week our reflections centered on 
ReverenceTor the Lorjd, more qommonjly 
known as Fear (of thel Lord. Such "fear," 

biblidally speaking, as we 
p o i n t e d o u t , m a r k s < " t h e 

beginning of Wisdom," 
e f f e c t s a n u p l i f t i n g o f t j i e 

hear t , a n d , f f o m the 
I s t a n d p o i n t o f d i s c i p l e s h p , 

* calls (for a comrrj itment "to 
: s e l f - d o n a t i o n \ se f-

r e a l i z a t i o n , ..ap.d se f-
ed'nsecration. This "week 
our thoughts turn to the 
gift ,<j>f Piety. 

Pjictionary-makers 
chart the- downtrend of 

piety when they define it as: self-conscious 
d e v o t i o n , bqgus devou tness , so lemn 
h y p o c r i s y , p b v i o u s l y , p i e t y a s a w o r d h a s 

become a scatdhall: f rom true devot ion tb 
rank insincerity. Like Humpty Dumpty, the 
quality of piety has had a great falI!D 

A t o n e t ime'piety was considered a pr ime 
value, characterized by f idel i ty, rel iabi l i ty, 
integrity. In its natural sense it related to 
t h o s e r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s , w h i c h l i n k e d p a r e n t s 

and children in closely (knit fami ly ties. Piety 
a d d r e s s e d w h a t p a r e n t s s h o u f d e x p e c t f r o m 

t h e i r c h i l d r e n , a n d r j o w - c h i l d r e n . s h o u l d 

r e s p o n d t o p a r e n t s . T h u s A e n e a s , t h e f o u n d e r 

o f R o m e , c a r r y i n g h i s b l i n d f a t h e r f r o m 

b u r n i n g T r o y , is. c a l l e d " t h e p i o u s o j i e p a r 

excellence." The mother pel ican, giving her 
l i feblood to feed, her starving fledglings, is 
d e s c r i b e d a s b e i n g " i n h e r p i e t y . " O l d 

Testament Tobi t is glowingly praised as a 
p i o u s m a n b e c a u s e o f h i s m a n y d e e d s o f . 

c o n c e r n f o r h i s b r o t h e r s a n d c o u n t r y m e n i n a 

f o r e i g n l a n d . A b r a h a m b e c o m e s t h e f a t h e r o f 

a l l b e l i e v e r s b e c a u s e h i s f i d e l i t y ( p i e t y ) t o 

God's promise never wavers. In a word, piety 
is truly a refined "noblesse obl ige," a graceful 
" f o r o t h e r n e s s . " 

- As thQ Spirit's gift, piety builds authentic 
community: between father and son, bet
ween brother and brother. Thus"Piety is the 
root principle which shapes and strengthens 
the family of Cod. Piety is response to the 
divine grace that has called us to be, and 
indeed made us adoptive sons of God. 

St. Paul writes: " the spirit you received is 
n o t ' t h e s p i r i t o f s l a v e s , b r i n g i n g f e a r in t o y o u r 

lives again; it is the spirit of sons, and it 
m a k e s u s c r y o u t , ' A b b a , F a t h e r ! ' " R o m a n s 
8:;15). John exclaims: -Think of the love that 
the Father has lavished on us, by lett ing us be 
called God's chi ldren; and that, is what we 
are." (1 Jojfn 3:1)' 

Piety leads us prodigals to the open arms 
of a Father's forgiving love, and thusjeads us 
to fraternity wi th all men,. It is this effect of 
tihe Spirit which calls for a breakdown of all 
divjsions between ourselves and Cod, bet
ween ourselves and other men, so that the 
unijfying fatherly love of the Lord God, the 
unbounded love of Christ jesus can bring 
a b o u t o n e n e s s . I f G o d is o u r F a t h e r , p i e t y 

reasons, then all men are our brothers. 

B u t b e y o n d i ts u n i t i v e p o w e r , P i e t y is a l s o 
t o b e s e e n a s a n i n t e r n a l p o w , e r w h i c h m a k e s 
u s s a v o r t h e t h i n g s o f G o d . T h e g i f t o f P i e f y 
c r e a t e s i n . u s a n i n c l i n a t i o n t o w a r d s : a n d a 

deep appreciation for the realities above our, 

n 

s e n s e - b o u n d w o r l d . P i e t y is u l t i m a t e l y m e a n t 
to create a taste for the Lord.' In the words of 
the Psalmist-: "Taste and see 

.Lord!" (Psalm 33:9) 
how sweet is the 

To'what discoveries in discipjeship does 
Piety lead? , 

By the gift of Piety the Spirit calls upon us 
to realize who we are, whose we are, and 
what we should be about. 

Who we are,can be succinctly stated. We 
are a communi ty based oh faith-fullness, a 
f ideli ty to God, to one another, and to the 
covenant that binds us together.. We are sons 
of the- Father, brothers to the Word.-in-the-
f l e s h , d i s c i p l e s i n t h e s j c h o o l o f t h e S p i r i t . 

Even before Piety tells us what f a do, it tells 
us what we are to be: a holy people (see 1 
Peter 1:15,2:9)1.Piety reminds us'that man is 
more than wha t he dows, for wh&t the does is 
spir i tual ly^ min imum of what he is! We are, 
then, the People of the! Good News. ' ln our 
discipleship to the Spirit, We are witnesses to 
the divine compassion call ing u;s f rom sin
fulness,. We are beneficiaries., of His love, 
r e c e i v i n g i t a n d ' o f f e r i n g i t i r f t u r n t o o t h e r s . 

W h o s e w e a r e , i s r a t i f i e d b y r e c o g n i z i n g 
o u r m o r a l s t r e n g t h o u r s p i r i t u a l o r i g i n s , o u r 

ult imate concern. Olir relish for the things of 
, G o d m u s t f i n d e x p r e s s i o n i n o u r c o n c e r n f o r 

the needs of others, our desire \ t o become 
e v e r m o r e e f f e c t i v e l y w h a t w e a^te —r i n a 

. word, b y the fruits of our rel iabil i ty and 
loyalty .-We are whaf^ we do, we dp according 
to whose, we are. If.We are not effective signs 
of God's poWer in our lives, our Christian 
vocation is not .proving t© be* authentic. , 

What $we are about, s is -. evidenced 
primarily by. our integrity. Piety relates to 
h o . w w e i n t e g r a t e t h e ' . f u l l n e s s o f C o s p e t 

1 values. Piety gives meaning and movement 
t o o u r s e n s e o f m i s s i o n . P i e t y is c o n c e r n e d 

i a b o u t h p w d e e p l y G r i d ' s w o r d has, p e n e t r a t e d 

o u r l i v e s , a n d t r a n s f o r m e d O u r a c t i o n s a n d 

o u r m o t i v a t i o n s . T h e t h e o l o g i c a l d y n a m i s m 

jof f a i t h , h o p e a n d ' c h a r i t y is a s s i s t e d b y a 

/ deep - roo ted piety, and in turn all three 
v i r t u e s . g i v e h e i g h t e n e d m e a n i n g t o t h i s g i f t 

' o f t h e ^ S p i r i t . ' i • . 
\ , '. * 

r ' 

To sum up," Piety is the f idelity wh ich 
enables us to believe in, pray and-liye out the 
Lord's Prayer. =1?iety is the reliabil ity that 
urges us to shape our actions and attitudes, by 
the thoroughly Christian values found in the 

, prayer Jesus Himself taught us. 'Piety is the 
integrity that urges us on to" achieve the 
wholeness that is holiness, because only the 

1 inner prompting of the Spirit can show us the 
deeds-.of holiness.and; the holiness of deeds. 

: In short, Piety transforms us into a Peorj.le 
that lives arid loves a way of life s'o admirably 
summed up in the most beautiful- prayer evier 

( prayed: "Our Father, who are in heaven . ' . ." 

Vatican news 
» - j - -

Pontify Pafoiareh 
15 Centuries ~~ ton 

V a t i c a n G t y [ R N S ] i —i P o p e 
Paul V I . a n d H is Hol iness j A m b a 
Shenouda III, Coptic Orthodox 
Patr iarch o f A lexandr ia , i Egypt, 

embraced in St. Peter]?,basilica 
before a H i g h M a s s m a r k i n g t h e 
1,600th anniversary o f t h e j d e a t h 

of St. Athanasius, chuifch father 
a n d Bishop o f A lexandr ia f r o m 
328-373. * i | 

T h e gesture w a s symbol ic o f a 
m u t u a l desi re t p h e a l 15 centur ies 
o f separat ion b e t w e e n t h e C h u r c h 

• o f R o m e a n d t h e Copt ic lOrt jhodox 

Church. I j 

The spiritual leader qf the 
w o r l d ' s 2 2 m i l l i o n | C o p t i c 
Christians sat by the Roman 
Pont i f f d u r i n g a two -ho i i r serv ice 
a n d j o i n e d t h e P o p e in blessing 
t h e congrega t ion . 

C o p t i c 
Patriarch 

O r t h o d o x 
Shenouda 

C h u r c r , . ' 
r e m a r k e d : 

"As fo r our d i f ferences, w e ar J 
undoubtedly much closer to 
a g r e e m e n t t h a n o u r ancestors lip 
t h e f i f t h a n d s ix th centuries -."' 

"Relat ions b e t w e e n us," h e 
p o i n t e d o u t , " h a v e b e c o m e 

friendly^ stronger,,oand more 
expansive in t h i s genera t ion . " 

In tiirri, Pope Paul agreed that 
"God. Has t ru ly ca l l ed us t o great 

things, and wishes us to give tlfe 
" wor ld t h e ev idence of His grace 

of reconci l ia t ion and p e a c e . " "' 

The pont i f f also emphas ized 
" the points of d o c t r i n e " w h i c h 

the two Churches "have in 
c o m m o n , " W h i l e a l lud ing ' to 

"what still had to be done to, 
o v e p c o m e c e n t u r i e s - o l d 
misunderstandings " that d i v i d e 

the Churches. 

"We share with yourHoliness," 
, said t h e Pope, " t h e desire t o take 

advantage o f t h e favorab le t i m e 

God-has granted_ti|, knowing full 
wel l ' t h a t there are*sti l l obstacles 

of a theological, psychological, 
. and inst i tut ional order to be 
^overcome. . • . -

"While not denying the 
existence of these obstacles, w e 
refuse t o be f r ightened by t h e m . 

W e shall strive in Christ to 
o v e r c o m e t h e m ,so tha t o n c e 

more our Churches may bear a 
c o m m o n witness t o - t h e w o r l d 

Whictl^ias such a p ro found n^ed 

o f Christ ." ^ ' ! 

P o p e P a u l g a v e P a t r i a r c h 
Shenouda arnong= other gifts w h a t 

'is be l ieved t o b e o n e o f t h e 

fingers of St. Athanasius, who is 
revered 'by b o t h Churches. 

P a t r i a r c h ! 
t o d had; 

Ip* a n a d d r e s s , 
S h e n o u d a said t h a t v ~ y . « ~ ( 

arranged t h e m e e t i n g i b e t w e e n : 
t h e P o p e a n d h imsel f " s o t h a t we, 
m a y s t e p f o r w a r d " i n 
strengthening relations between 
our two Churches." .. •' -

''We have the responsibility/' 
h e w e n t o p ^ ' t o w o r k for u h i t y n g t 
o n l y between" ourselves b u t a lso 
among all Christians thel ,JI 

over." 
world 

Stressing that there are f'many u 
points of agreement" between ^, h, 
the Church of Rome ard the 

London [RNS] — Uganda's 
Ambassador to the Vatiean, 
Prince John Patr ick Barigye, said 
here he had submi t ted his 
res ignat ion ' to President Idi A m i n 
ibecause of t h e " tyranny and 
o p p r e s s i o n t h a t ex is ts in 
'Uganda." ! 

1 In an in terv iew, t h e 3 > y e a r - o l d 
son of t h e King of A n k o l e and a 
professional d i p l o m a t , said h e 
wi l l go in to vo luntary . ex i le 
' -somewhere in A f r i c a " rather 
t h a n accept G e n . Amin 's recall of 
all his ambassadors. 

U g a n d a "has been w i t h o u t a 
cab ine t since "Big D a d d y " A m i n 
sent his ministers ori a 60 -day 
forced leave , after t w o o f t h e m 
h a d . ; r e s i g n e d / i n c l u d i n g h is 
..Brother-in-law • W a n u m e : K ibed i , 

„ the former Foreign Minister who 
. | : .is. - n o w i n vo luntary exi le in 
*~- Spmalia,-

• ; - • ' ! • . • ; . ' 

- P r i n c e Bar igye, who. is also 
Uganda 's Arhbassador j t o W e s t 

G e r m a n y , q u o t e d f r o m t h e letter 
of resignation hediad sent t o G e n . 
A m i n , indict ing w h a t he ca l led a 
cont inu ing "reigft of terror." 

»'̂  
^terror tha t has 

in our be loved 
" T h e reign o 

been establ ishes 
country has shocked t h e c b n 
science of all men of good will 
throughout the wor lo : ' . ! 

* • * -

" W h i l e i h n o c e n t p e o p l e 
cont inue t o b e bruta l ly and 
savagely e l i m i n a t e d , your reg ime 
•has fa i led t o br ing t o just ice t h e 
perpetrators of these cr imes. 

" I n d e e d , eyewitness reports 
and c i rcumstant ia l e v i d e n c e tend 
t o impl ica te y o u a n d y o u r h e n c h 
m e n in these barbarous acts, 
w h i c h ,show ^complete disregard 
and c o n t e m p t for h u m a n l i f e . " 

• : $ 

One of. Prince ', Barigye's 
brothers, Patrick Ruhinda, a 
lawyer; :was murdered i n U g a n d a 

last Qecerhber. 
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