A B

g e ae

- am o b b e
. -

R

i -

. COURIER-JOURNAL '-

!

v
; i
ufwsnul ©OF 181 DIOCISE OF RGCHESIE i

JOU

' i
i . . “Active sharing. . ]

ialogue for [}

Amencan fCathohcs have
“selective respect for life” that
allows them to be concerned -
“about abortion” but not to wOT!

“about ”hves berng aborted at 19 a

This: provocatrve view “con 5*

~ from Thetesa Sadonick, head of "I
- religious education for Guardian B
_ Angels pansh in Henrietta, - B

Miss Safdonick was intervie'wold -

about the results of the diocesdn

survey “which pertain to cop-- |
fession and thera-verageCatholi‘f:’ »

“For a mifority, morality | ,rs

more than a private thing,” she
said. Buh for a larger number,
there is- a “lack of community
conscrence War, social
problems; in no way-do they see
these as a moral problem. Sin is a
private miatter, what/1 did that |
shouldn’t: have, not,/ | didn’t get

. involved %when I should have.”

Miss Sadonick taught for eight
years in Rochester Jparochial
schools as a Sister of St. Joseph
before takmg her present job, and
has also taught CCD and religious
education at the State School at
Industry.

A native of Elmira, she

graduated from Nazareth College
with a major in history.

The survey showed ‘that m'

recent years Catnolics have Dﬁﬁﬂ

going. less freqtiently to- con— .

fe;;ron. , -

i

“It's obvious they have,” sai’d‘
Miss Sadonick. “Maybe the need

. for private confession is not as

treat as before because there are
other meansof penance. There js
the penltentral rite in the Mass.
Before,. when it was in - Latin,

nobody understood it.

The " head of

don't have to waste time

Father Henry F. Adarr{ski

the regional council for two of the Southern
. Tier counties in the droce{e and pastor of St.

Casimir’s Church in Elmira,

speak for all the pastors \within his region;
but, he said, parrsh counirls are functioning
three of the, 13

parishes which make up the regional councrl

-organizations in at lea

|
“The pansh councrl
Casimir’s,

Adamskr said.

!

He said the movement. towards a full-
fledged regional council r'# also advancing at
a good pace. “We have had three full

R {4

reglonal conferences— already.
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‘and called it confession, but it
. still is just one part of penance’{

‘decrease in conf&ssnons

. the "dark confessional,

-comfoftableness: of confession
‘because it is uncomfortable to

glona-

the Chemung—-Schuyler
Regional Council says his hrogram is “moving
along slowly, but movmg carefully so we
hen we are ready

to join, the overall councilland end up having
to revise, Fevise, revise opr plans.” .

situ'ation at St
St. Charles Bdrromeo in Elmira -
Heights and Our®Lady of Lourdes in West.

Elmira are moving along quite~well” Father

THERESA SA:D,ON&CK :

“Thére is a growing - un-
derstanding of .the Church
doctrine about Confession, that it -
is only necessary after serious sin,
. “And there are other means of
being forgiven.

“The Baltinfore Catechism .
even said it, but we didn’t see it
For example, there is rmmedrate
penance

“We took one part of penance

But thara i¢ another side to th?

" Miss Sadomcksuggests itis the
“physical set up” of confessions

lthte

screen.”

“Really, to be honest, people
ever since their childhood: have)

feared ‘and dreaded the. unj
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coordinator of

said he- can’t

failed.

“sin,”

He} said the last regrona(l"ec
with ‘{«vays to rmplement vari

- . the program.: - - .

admit to someone how you have

“You can more readily
acknowledge your failures to
somebody. you know loves you,
too. Maybe some are too em-

" barassed to admit their faults to -

someone who knows them — a

" lot depends upon the relatronshlp-

with the priest:”
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Asked about Church ‘doctrine -

18 “on the need for confessron Miss

Sadonick emphasized it ‘is
necessary in'the tase of “serious
which she defined as
“something to radically change
ofie’s relationship with God. It's a
direct rupturing of . that
relationship, and it means
consciously daing it.

“if a person has done that, 'm
not. even sure theyd go to
church,” much less .go to

~Communion.

“] dont. believe the rupture
takes place suddenly,” she said.
“You don't stop -going to Mass
__suddenly.. You stop saying your
"prayers durmg the week for
example.” :

o

" “Our approach to doctriné has.

changed,” she added. “Now it’s Y

on a more personal basis, on
relationshi

with God, |
I’rr:vrwaly Wi on; mvn,

_ and in rdre_ cases, the | person
."would be considered.

"’The person orientation blows
everybody's mind, because with

it, you can’t always say that a

certain act is everywhere and all

the time wrong.

“It ~opens up’ a lot of grey
areas.”

[

~fort"

Fatl‘ner Henry‘ Aclamsl(l, Chemung-Schuyler '

with other people,.

IS

hference dealt
ous sections ‘of

. corifession in the Catholic farth g

- on what to rio ih a2 moral dilemma.

. independence from rigid and. doctrmarre regulations

The S urvey and

- How Caz‘ho//cs
See Coml‘eSS/on

Confessron once as typical of Catholicism as

fish on Fndhy, "has shown & marked orop in" at- |
tendance in [the years since \/atrcan L

|

- This conclusron is one of several to ‘be drawn
* from survey results released .this week on the role of

Althoug1 fewer attend the sacrament now, it is
still seen as havmg rmportant spmtual value

In response to the questron "'Do you go to~
confession more or less often than you did or would
like tQ?” 70. B% responded they went “Iess

Only 3. 2% go “more,” and'21% go ”about the
same.’ ) '

A stro‘nL fuink between confession -and: com-
munion still éxists in most.minds, with 49% ‘reporting
that they- confess before communron ert'ner as a
matter of course or if they have a “serious sin” since
their last cornmumon e :

AnotherJ 342 report they fmd confessron
“helpful for spiritual ' growth .and counselmg,
although whether they laake use of this help is not -
‘clear from the frgures

Most C%tholrcs have gladly or wrllrngly accepted
the move away- from _rigid,- doctrinal” pronoun-
cements, and no longer find.them necessary, for their

spmtual lifef * . -

Howev r, approxrmately one fourth ‘of those
surveyed strl ‘think that “clear cut drrectlves like the
Church used to have” constitute the “most im-
portant ka of guidance for the conscience.

An ‘expanded role for the lndlvrdual conscience
seems to . b’e accepted .among many who  might
previously have asked a priest for precise mstructlons

t
More than 45% use . Church gurdehnes or

" “opinions’ for moral gurdanqe, and another 41% rely
prlmarllv on Jtheir own mterpretatron and con-
scrence. ' 4 Lo e

However whether this' moderate degree of

will lessen the mfluence of the Church and the priests
on the pansh level must be doubted; the analysis of
the survey feveals that the most self-conscrously
“Catholic” of those responding still want clear cut
directives. These are the ones also most likely to be
active in parish life. ‘ , o
i LT sy

iFather Adamski sard one lay person from
each of the 13-parishes'is a member of the -
regronal conference. \‘v

‘Heading up,the three specific project areas
-of the regional council are Father Edward

_ Foy, -pastor of Ss. Peter and Paul and St.

Cecrha.s in Elmira,. human development;
Srster jean Rédman, coordinator of religious
educatnon at St. Mary. Our Mother, Hor-
séheads, education; and-Father David:Fedor,
assistant- pastor at St. Mary Our Mother

Horseheads, liturgy. - -

|Father Adamski said “-he etso has an
assistant coordinator to irun regional

program. That’s, Father Joseph Gaynor, pastor,
of St. Charles Bofromeo.. e

) ‘»_{Th'e ‘p“arishes é‘cbmprising the . regional
- ¢ reountilaré, if-Elmira, St. Casimir’s, St. An-
theny’s, St. Patrick’s, St. John’s,. St. Cecrhas
Sis Peter and Paul, St. Mary’s; Our Lady of
Lourdes West Elr'hrra St. Mary Our Mother,
Horseheads; St.,-Mary of the Lake, Watkins
dlen St.: Char]es Borromeo, Elmrra Heights;
St Benedict’s {Mission Church) Odessa and
St. qus X Vian Etten - .
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