
COURIER.JOURNAL 

"Active sharing. necessary for the Church." — B I S m P JOSEPH L HOCAN 

Wednesday, May 9,1973 

' 

k 

-

. 1 " < 
— 1 r ? J — 

-ai Page 13 

^Theresa Sadonick. 
Teacher 

Ameridan Catholics have 
"selective; respect for life" that 
allows them to be concerned 
"about abortion" but not to worry 

about "lives being aborted at 19/', 

This< provocative "view cornfes-
frbm Theresa Sadonick, head of 
religious education for Guardian 
Angels parish in Henrietta. " ' 

Miss Sadonick was interviewed 
about the results of the diocesan 
survey Which pertain to con­
fession arid the> average CatholiL 

"For a: mifiority, morality (is 
more than a private thing," she 
said. But! for a larger number, 
there is Sa "lack of community 
conscience. War, social 
problems! in no way do they see 
these as a moral problem! Sin is a 
private matter, what ' I did that I 
shouldn't have, not,; I didn't get 
involved iwhen I should have." 

i ' 

Miss Sadonick taught, for eight 
years in Rochester parochial 
schools as a Sister of St. Joseph 
before taking her present job, and 
has also taught CCD and religious 
education at the State School at 
Industry. 

A nat ive o f Elmira, she 

graduated from Nazareth College 
with a major in history. 

The survey s h o w e d that in 

THERESA SADONICK 

"There is a growing un­
derstanding of the Church 
doctrine about Confession, that it 

is only necessary after serious sin| 
"And there are other means of 

being forgiven. | 

" T h e Bal t imore Catechism 
even said it, but we didn't see itf 

For example, there is immediate 
penance 

"We took one part of penance 
and called it confession, but it 
still is just one part of penance.'/ 

recent years Catnolics nave Deeri p ^ there is another side to th i 
going- less frequently t o c o n - . d e c r e e m c o n f ^ i o n s . I going- less 
fessjon. 

"It's obvious they have," said 

Miss Sadonick. "Maybe the need 
for private confession is not as 

great as before because there are 
other means"of penance. There \s 

the penitential rite in the Mass. 
BefQrg,- when it was in - Latin, 
nobody understood it. 

decrease in confessions. 

Miss Sadonick suggests it is the 
"physical set up" of confessions, 

the "dark confessional, the 
screen." . , 

"Really, to be honest, people 
ever since their childhood have 

feared and dreaded the. uri 
comfortableness of confession, 
because it is uncomfortable to 

admit to someone how you have 
failed. 

"You can more readily 
acknowledge your failures to 
somebody you know loves you, 
too. Maybe some are too em-
barassed to admit their faults to 
someone who-knows them — a 
lot depends upon the relationship 
with the priest:" 

Asked about Church doctrine 
on the need for confession, Miss 
Sadonick emphasized it is 
necessary in the case of "serious 

^sin," which she defined as 
"something to radically change 
one's relationship with God. I f s a 
direct .rupturing of , that 
relat ionship, and it means 
consciously doing it. 

"If a person has done that, I'm 
not even gure they'd go .to 
church," rnuch less go to 
Communion. 

"I don't believe the rupture 
takes place suddenly," she said. 
"You don't stop going to. Mass 
suddenly. You stop saying your 

"prayers during the week, for 
example." 

"Our approach to doctrine*has 
changed," she added. "Now ifs 
on a more perisonal basis, on 
relationship with other people,, 
with .God,] . 

TrcYiov^y IVYYBS m^wm, 
and in rare case£, the; person 
would be considered. 

-The person orientation blows 

everybody's mind, because with 
it, you can't always say that a 

certafh act is everywhere and all 
the time wrong. 

"It opens up a lot of grey 
areas." 

Father Henry 
T h e T i e a d o f t h e j C h e m u n g - S c h u y l e r 

Regional Council says his program is "moving 
a l o n g s l o w l y , b u t movin jg c a r e f u l l y so w e 
ddrt't have to waste t ime when we are ready 
to join thetoverall cojunc}l|and end up having 
to revise, revise, revise oLtr plans." 

F a t e Henry F. Adarrjski, coordinator of 
t h e r e g i o n a l c o u n c i l f o r t w o o f t h e S o u t h e r n 

. Tier counties in the diocese and pastor of St. 
Casimir 's C h u r c h in E l m i r a , sa id he- c a n ' t 

speak for all the pastors Iwithin his region; 
but, he said, parish councils are funct ioning 

-organisations in at least three of the, 13 
par ishes w h i c h m a k e u p t\\e r e g i o n a r c o u n c i l . 

"The parish council situation ^ at St. 
Casimifs, St. Charles BoVromeo in Elmira; 
Heights! and Our6 Lady of Lourdes in West 
Elmira are moving along quite""Well," Father 
Adamski said. J 

He i a i d the movement towards a fu l l -
fledged regional counci l i$ also advancing at 
a good pace. "We have had three fuj l 
regional conferences- already." 

S I S 

C o n f e s s i o n , o n c e as t y p i c a l o f C a t h o l i c i s m as 

fish on Friday,~has shown 
t e n d a n c e in t h e years -since 

a marked "drop in' at-
V a t i c a n I I . 

This c o n c l u s i o n is o n e o f severa l t o b e d r a w n 
f r o m - s u r v e y results re leased this w e e k o n t h e ro le o f 
confess ion in t h e C a t h o l i c f a i t h . § 

A l t h o u g h f e w e r a t t e n d t h e s a c r a m e n t n o w , it is 
stil l seen as h a v i n g i m p o r t a n t sp i r i tua l va lue . ' 

In response t o t h e q u e s t i o n , " D o y o u go to" 
confess ion rr o r e or less o f t e n tfyan y o u d i d or w o u l d 
l i ke tQ?" 7 0 . o % r e s p o n d e d t h e y w e n t " less ." 

O n l y 3 . 2 % g o " m o r e , " a o d ' 2 t % go " a b o u t t h e 

same." : ' . 

A strong link between confession and; com­
munion .still exists in most minds, wi th 49% reporting 
that they confess before communion either as a 
m a t t e r o f c o u r s e o r if t h e y h a v e a "ser ious s i n " s ince 

their last conmun ibn . 

Another 34.2 report they f ind confession 
"helpful for spiritual growth and counseling," 
although whether they niake use of this help is not 
clear from the figures. 

MostC 
the move 

tholics have gladly or wil l ingly accepted 
away f r o m T r ig id , d o c t r i n a l ' p r o n o u n ­

c e m e n t s , a n d n o longer f i n d t h e m necessa /y 4 fo r t h e i r 
sp i r i tua l l i fe 

<-

s u r v e y e d stil 
C h u r c h used 

However, approximately one- fourth !of those 
think that "clear cut directives like the 

to have" constitute the "most im­
portant" k ind of guidance for the conscience. 

An .expanded role for- the individual conscience 
seems t o . b e a c c e p t e d - a m o n g m a n y w h o m i g h t 
previously have asked a priest for precise instructions 
o n w h a t t o jdo in a m o r a l d i l e m m a . 

t ' -

M o r e t h a n • 4 5 % use , C h u r c h " g u i d e l i n e s " or 

"opinions" for moral guidanje, and another V>% rely 
p r i m a r i l y orji ^ t h e i r " o w n ^ i n t e r p r e t a t i o n a n d c o n ­
s c i e n c e . " | ." " •':, ' • . ' • 

However, whether this moderate degree of 
i n d e p e n d e n c e f r o m r ig id a n d d'octrinaiire r e g u l a t i o n s 
w i l l lessen tr ie i n f l u e n c e o f t h e . C h u r c h a n d t h e priests 
o n t h e par ish leve l rhust b e doubted ; - t h e analys is o f 
t h e survey (reveals t h a t t h e m o s t se l f - consc ious ly 

"Catholic" 6\ those responding still want clear cut 
j - d i r e c t i v e s . Tjhese are t h e o n e s also m o s t l i ke ly t o b e 

a c t i v e in pajrish l i fe . 

Adamski, Chemung-Sichuyler 

He 
with 
t h e 

F f t T B E I p E N R t f W D ^ f & l 

said the last regional 
ways to irnplement 

p r o g r a m . -

c o hfenence dealt 
yaridtfs sections of 

iFather. A d a m s k i said o n e lay person f r o m 

each of the T3'*parishes;is a member of the 
regional conference. 

I Heading up»the three specific project areas 
•oit t h e r e g i o n a l c o u n c i l a r e Father E d w a r d 

Fcjjy, -pastor of 3s, Peter and. Paul and St. 
Ceci l ia 's in E l m i r a , h u m a n d e v e l o p m e n t ; 
Sister jean Redman, coordinator of religious 
e d u c a t i o n at St. M a r y O u r M o t h e r , H o r -
sdheads, education; anoSFather David Fedor, 
assistant- pastor at St. M a r y Our, M o t h e r , 

Horseheads, liturgy. • • t 

Jatfier Adamski said -he also has ah 
assistant c o o r d i n a t o r t o , run t h e r e g i o n a l 
pj-ogram. That's, Father Joseph Gaynor, pastor, 
of St. Char les B o r r o m e o -
. 1 .. ' . 

|The parishes ^comprising the . regional 
c^t fnt i l at^, iri^E'lmira, St. Casimir's, St. An­
thony's, St. Patrick's, St. John's., St. Cecilia's, 
Sts. Peter and Paul, St. Mary's; Our Lady of 
Lourdes, West Elmira; St. Mary Our Mother, 
Horseheads; St. tMary of the "Lake, Watkins 
Gjlen; St-' Char les B d r r o m e o , E l m i r a H e i g h t s ; 
S i Benedict's (Mission Church), Odessa and 
St. P ius X , Viarr E t t e n , ' \ ' 
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