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Urban renewal will offer city 
dweller^ attractive surroundings 
in t h e n o t t o o distant future. 

But, 'in t h e m e a n t i m e , i t has 
caused h a v o c in n e i g h b o r h o o d s -
duting the prehearing down, 
tearing! d o w n and "rebuilding 
stages. 

Ss. Peter and Paul's is a parish 
that c a n serve a s a prototype for 

a neighborhood in the throes of 
u r b a n j r e n e w a l . P a r i s h i o n e r s 

#$sw?*jtf problem? in their pull'? 
Head ne ighborhood at a meet ing , -
Apri l 2 9 . 

*Lall "THey.jfcalkecijcrf t h e w a s t e fete. fc>y 

the long time resident? who have 
s tayed whi le their ne ighborhood 
is renewed, w h i c h t o t h e m has 

meafttiijneighbor* moving out of' 
t h e area, leasing their h o u s e s and 

forgetting them. 
0 ! 

It has m e a n t deteriorating 
housing, thusjow rent housing 
filled 'by new, young^ poor 

families,,It has jneant a large 
elderly j populat ion; , p e o p l e : -who 
have Ijyed in t h e -area m o s t o f 
their l ives , w h o o n l y k n o w i i t y 
life, and h a v e n o desire t o m o v e 
to the suburbs growing up fast 
around-the c i ty . 

The ne ighborhood has c h a n g e d 
vast ly jp t h e past f e w years and 

the pajish reflects the change. 
The {church's, capacity is 11(X). 

As recently as seven years ago it 
w a s fil led t o s tanding room o n l y 
at Christmas Mass . Five years iago 
7 0 0 a t tended t h e s a m e Mass and 
in 197X^oi^3maifekidedMasi 

on Chffstrhas. 

A guided tour (via a sl ide show) 
of t h e neiRhDorhpod-was g iven 
t o t h e parishioners by t h e Off ice 
of Human. D e v e l o p m e n t staff 
who surveyed buildings, church 
services, neighborhoods, age and 
e thnic concentrat ion . It w a s t h e 
first step toward neighborhood 
organizing in t h e fast turnover 
area w h e r e p e o p l e h a v e little in 
c o m m o n b e y o n d their street 
addresses. 

The survey found" a large 
elderly populat ion and an e v e n 
higher concentrat ion o f children 

under five. 

THe' 35 P e o p l e at t h p 5s. Peter 

and Paul m e e t i n g w e r e largely 
r e t i r e e s ; y e t t h e y i e l t i t r n o s t 

important to fill tne daycare 
n e e d . 

* Kay Brown, w h o retired in 19b / 
after 25 years as administrative 

assistant at the University of 
Itochester library,, is a long-t ime 

. resident and yery concerned 
a bo ut t h e ne ighborhood a n d its 
n e w residents. She fee ls t h e 
children should be the_ones to 
benef i t from ah organized ne igh-

Wrhopd effort. , 
Miss Brown explained that 

organizing s o m e t h i n g for t h e 
children w o u l d b e a g o o d w a y to . 

draw the disparate neighborhood 
population together. "The elderly 

can help themselves/ she said. 
"but t h e chi ldren need g o o d 
influences and this m a y b e their 

only chance." 
H o w d o y o u pull p e o p l e 

together t o d a y , s h e asked, ex
plaining that t h e parish schoo l 
used t o serve that n e e d . It 

. brought the Puerto- Rican arid 
black parents , inter-contact w i t h 

the (Whites who live near them, 

SS PETER AND PAUL 

ffiial^^ESSHs 
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S> f Cter *n<J Paul's parish «"<* swrroundirre neighborhood 
t h e - p a r i s h H u m a n D e v e l o p m e n t C o m m i t t e e h o p e s ' J 

o r g a n i z e . 

• Without t h e c o m m o n bond of 

the school, and the socializing 
service it rendered, t h e e l e m e n t s 
c>f t h e ne ighborhood- have n o 
reason t o mingle . 

j It was agreed that in the 
changing-neighborhood, iri a t i m e . 

When many people aretransients, 
t h e real cha l l enge - to t h e Church 
is reaching o u t t o strengthen, t h e 

family unit.. 
It w a s further agreed, however , 

t h a t a p a t h y is t h e b i g g e s t 
problem in t h e city. "People don't 
va lue t h e c i ty anymore," [one 
young woman said. "The attitude 
is , c o p e wi th it unti l y o u can 

move on." 

Dr. Kent Smith, ja^ faculty . 
member of Colgate i Rochester 
Divinity School w h o ; he lped tne 
Office of Human- - D e v e l o p m e n t 
conduct th^ survey, commented 
that "the on ly w a y y o u / e a c h 
those not! being reached* i|s 
through services of o n e kind o r 
another." i 

He agreed with Mrs. Brown 
that day-cjare centers j for* t h e 
children wou ld b e a g o o d neigh
borhood project and iobservejd 
that Ss. Peter and Paul, Protestant 
churches in t h e area and the 
n e i g h b o r h o o d itself- hay!e* 

in common 

their | resources 
." Kent said. 

something 
'TTiey in period of 

By JOHN DASH 

Historians of t h e future w h o 
r e v i e w t h e e c u m e n i c a l 
m o v e m e n t in t h e 10 years 
fol lowing- V a t i c a n . Council 11 
will; s ee , d e s p i t e s o m e set
backs, its growth' as noth ing 
short o f "miraculous — n o t 
main m a d e . They will s e e that 
t h e ) w h o l e f a c e o f t h e Church 
of Christ has c h a n g e d / ' 

Those ref lect ions c a m e last 
w e e k from a 66-year.iold ex-
fodtball player, w h o is a l so o n e 
o f !the world's best* known 
ecumeni s t s , Dr. Eugene Carson 
Blake, recently retired general 
secretary o f t h e World Council 
of Churches. 

In Rochester for a n alumni 
cori v o c a t i o n a t C o l g a t e 
R o c h e s t e r D i v i n i t y S c h o o l , 
B e x l e y H a l l , C r d z e r ' 
Theological Seminary, a multi-
denominat ional institute for 
ministerial preparation. Dr. 
Blajce enterta ined ques t ions o n 
t h e present a n d t h e future of 
the! e c u m e n i c a l m o v e m e n t 
during a w i d e ranging c o n 
versation in the! presidentfs 
of f ice a t t h e s c h o o l . 

Dr . B l a k e s e e s s e v e r a l 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s f o r 
e c u m e n i c a l l y o r i e n t e d 
Churches a n d individuals, n o t 
t h e ! least! o f w h i c h is t h a t " w e 

m u s t proceed t o a vis ible , 
organic unity. Spiritual unity is 

no t e n o u g h / ' 

H e a l s b f e e l s t h a t 
e cum en i s t s "ought t o support 
u n s t r u c t u r e d m o v e m e n t s 
within t h e 'Church . . . .We 
m u s t t a ke seriously t h e ' e c -
d e s i o l o g y that t h e people; are 
part o f t h e Church, n o t merely 
t h e hierarchy." !••"* 

He c i t ed s i tuat ions in Brazil, 
where , h e . sa id , "There ,'are 
Christian martyrs in jail,! all 
denominat ions together- (and 
there are n o rules for Com
munion in ' such situations." 
T h e power structure, m u s t b e 
generous and creat ive in such 
cases , h e said, ; 

Another responsibility o f the 
e c u m e n i s t is t o join in "and 
support "consortia," agenc ie s 
and projects for social ac t ion . 

f 
O n e of t h e difficulties,' h e 

says, w i th j Roman Cathol ic 
e c u m e n i c a l i participation j i s 
that "it w o u ( d appear that t h e . 
Roman Cathol ic Church has 
n o t yet f ound its identity," 
fo l lowing Vat ican II. !. 

He says that w h i l e • • h e 
g e n e r a l l y j s u p p o r t s t h e 

.dec is ions of t h e Pope , J h e 
thinks t h e reign of Pope Paul ? 
VI ''is tragic, in t h e high s e n s e . 

s 

H e - . h a s p r o d u c e d t h e 
polarization in t h e Church, 
that I h e tried t o de-polarize," 

Dfj Blake illustrated his 
s tatement with a _ story of a 
cordial and o p e n discussion h e 
had wi th t h e pontiff o n e day, 
on ly to hear, a f e w days later. a 
s tatement by the Pope h e 
considered v e h e m e n t l y anti-
Protestant. "I w a s shocked," Ke 
said. 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , "There ' s 
nothing the World Council of 
O i u r c h e s d o e s that hasn't a 

- g o o d deal of participation by 
the Roman Catholic Church." 

He quipped that t h e World 
Council's Joint Commiss ion .on 
S o c i e t y , D e v e l o p m e n t ^ a n d 
Peace (SoDePax) is frequently 
joked about as a Roman 
Catholic agency . 

T h e i m m e d i a t e task of 
ecumenis t s is t o o v e r c o m e t w o 
levels of Christian division,- h e 
said. The first level is the 
" c o n f e s s i o n a l " d i v i s i o n , 
hfstorical splits that h e fee l s 
are largely o u t of date.- The 
s e c o n d and more complex task 
is t o reconc i le t h e cultural and 
geographical divisions, of the 
Christian Church. j. -

"We are just beginning t o 
realize h o w eyer) ecumenica l 

Christianity is sectarian," h e ! 
said. He jpOinted t o [ intense 
national loyalties which also 
h i n g e o n . s t r o n g r e l i g i o u s 
feel ings, throughout thje world, 
t o illustrate his point ! * 

A c h u r c h " o f " s e r v i c e " 
s t r i p p e d o f n a t i o n a l a n d 
cultural forms is in t h e im
mediate future for ecumeni sm, 
h e said. He sees ai Church 
whjch has "given u p 'trium
phal i s m / in c o m b i n e d service 
t o all as the next' s teb ." 

He fee ls it important that 
w h i t e W e s t e r n Chr i s t i ans 
realize they "are a minority in 
the world" and that their 
m i s s i o n a r y ^ m o o d : b e t o 
"convince , no t impose" their 
faith and that they "belong t o ( 

God through Jesus Christ, n o t ' 
that God and Jesijis Christ 
be long t o " them. 

, "We - h a v e something t o 
offer," h e said, "that super
sedes all nationalit ies: t o serve 
mankind, which technology 
utterly demands ." ! 

Dr. Blake is spend ing his 
retirement "two da^fs oh," two 
d a y s o f f ." T h a t s i t u a t i o n ; 
however , .may c h a n g e in the 
near future. H e is running for. 
the posit ion of /Moderator of 
t h e ; U n i t e d .." jPtesbyter ian 
Church in t h e U.S.A. 

to 

transition and 
have diminishfid 

. Ss. Peter and Padl ^eems the 

strongest institution in the area to 
o n e resident w h o has b e e n there 
only about a yfcar, Father Charjles 
Collins; SSCC, a nat ive of Rhtide 
Island \ who. worked Jin neigh
borhood organizing in Chicago. 

"' 'There are I h o \t communi ty 
organizations in the last changing 

^afea," father Collins?,reports, f'so 
our idea is toj branch) out frbm 
h e r e ;to i n c l u d e I jj'rotestaht 
churches, ^nd! agencies in jthe 

area> such as Charles f>etflem;ent-
H o u s e J " J i '•„ I ' | 

According t o Father C o l | n s , 
"We.want t o organize Community 
^agencies with "a Christian 
"ministry, t o J the tptal c o m 
munity." He feels thie priests -knd 
religiOMl can jhelp |"by putting 
faith ; ifcvto: practice, and I by 
providing hope ." j 

NEXTJyyEEK: H o w ft suburban 
community^ St. L o u i s ' p a r i s h , 
PHtsford,, isjprganizing 
its unique problems.; 

t o com bat 

MemDrial 
J.B5. 

T h e P a r e n t s C l t 
Salome's School has 
the establishment of . 
Kluss Memorial! Fundi 

b o f S t . 
announced. 

the Kevin E~-

and; Mrs.. Kevin, son o f Mr. 
< Edward V. Kluss of Brandon jRoad,. 
d i ed suddenly | April 24, 1973. A 
graduate of St. Salenjie's School 
and Bishop Kearney High School , 
h e was a m e m b e r of the Niagara 
University iCIass of . 7 3 . I 

,The furid, ak establishefi, will 
benefit St.; Salome's Schopl and 
jnc lude an |award for.a jmeniiber of 
the schooll graduating!class e a c h 
June. ' ; f 

- ' - • 

Friends may Contribute by 
making: checks payable t o the 
Kevin E. Kluss Memoriall Fund 
andimail ing them t o Mrs. jRobert . 

*Shaw, ^treasurer, St. Sajome's 
Parents^ Club, 166 Filon Avenue, 
Rochester' 146^2. |' " II 
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