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| WORD' FOR SUNDAY 
Fr. 'Albert Shannon 

Nations Seen 
Church 

Sunday Readings: (R1) 8 Acts ; 8 -
T2.(R2)TJn,.3:1r2. (R3)Jn, 10:11-

In Sunday's Gospel,, jesus calls -
Himsel f t h e - G o o d Shepherd . T h e 
i m a g e o f Jesus a s . G o o d Shepherd 

. is so consoling: and comforting 
tha t it ^was sculptured o n t h e * 
wal ls o f c a t a c o m l l P l f c t imes o f ' 

persecution11 However, this best-
k n o w n a n d best - loved [image 
means * m o r e t h a n t h e | usual 

stained-glass picture frf a 
shepherd w i t h a sheep in his 

arms: Rather it typifies the 
p r o f o u n d l i f e -and-dea th struggle 
o f Jesus a n d l^is i n t i m a t e 

relationship with His disciples. 

'uitiiKGotusrsnepfiG^iWis 
t h e . G t i o d S h e p h e r d , • no t just 
because H e is k ind ly a n d gent le , 

but because "He lays- doWn Wis 
l i fe" for H is sheep a n d no{ in His 

own defense. And He does th'tS 
freely — "1 lay d o w n M y l i fe 
f ree ly !" But His d e a t h saves, for 

H e has p o w e r t o p ick u p His l i te 
aga in . 

Thus Peter a f f i rms t h a t t h e 
c r ipp led m a n is saved b y t h e 

name of Jesus (Rt). St. John 
wri tes t h a t t h o s e saved are ca l led 
t h e ch i ld ren o f G o d in th is l i fe 
a n d are des t ined t o b e l i ke C o d in " 
t h e u n r e v e a l e d f u t u r e l i fe (R2) . 
And Jesus Himself declares His, 
re la t ionship ' to H is fo l lowers t o b e 

. as intimate as that of a 
Palest inian shepherd" w i t h his 
sheep. • 

M o s t pfeople read i ly a c c e p t ' t h e 
f i g u r e o f Jesus as G o o d Shepherd . 
But I w o n d e r h o w m a n y have 
ever real ly exper ienced H i m as 
such. This d e e p exper ience o f 

God's love is often reserved to a 
choserf f e w . S o m e are those w h o 
h a v e g o n e t h r o u g h . , t h e dark, 

.nights of t h e sou l , l ike John o f t h e 
Cross, Teresa o f A v i l a , a n d o ther 
mystics. Others could well| be 
those f e w , l ike t h e g o o d th ie f l a n d 
M a r y M a g d a l e n e , w h o have been 

totally disillusioned and rejected 
by the-hirel ings a n d w o l v e s — T t h e 
w o r l d . This lat ter g roup n o d o u b t 
is m o r e l a m i l i a r t o us. 

Perhaps we j might consign to 
this g r o u p one. o f t h e bewi lder ing 
sub-cultures of y o u t h in the : last 
d e c a d e , n a m e l y , t h e Jesus People . 
T h e simplici ty; o f the i r message 
and thei r a p p e a r a n c e , y o u t h , 
background o f drugs a n d per
m i s s i v e n e s s p r o v o k e d t h e 
c y n i c i s m o f i a* s o p h i s t i c a t e d 
w o r l d . The i r p lacards borej t h e 
s imple m o t t o "Jesus saves." W h a t 
was d isconcer t ing a b o u t t h e m 
was n o t their i message nor [Jheir 
dress, b u t the i r i r reverence. 

Yet i t , should no t surprise us 
that p e o p l e , l ike t h e Jesus People , 
s h o u l d turn t o Jesus. Exploi ted by 
pushers, a b a n d o n e d b y society , 
u n n e r v e d >by ' t h e i r ' o w n 
inadequacies, , i f is no t surprising 
that t h e y s h o u l d " t a k e re fuge in 
t h e Lord ." Because they have 
k n o w n t h e h i red m a n so ; we l t , 
they can so easi ly recognize t h e 
Shepherd . 

A r e n o t al l of us w h o h a v e been 
sheltered i h t h e w a r m t h o f h u m a n 
love in danger of b e i n g a b l e t o 
m o u t h o n l y p re t ty metaphors 
about God? A r e n o t o u r deeper 
insjghts so o f t e n second-hand , 
bor rowed f r o m t h e exper ience o f 
a Prodigal Son or lost sheep, f r o m 
a M a r y M a g d a l e n e or a g o o d 
thief? D i d n o t our Lord .say tha t 
harlots and sinners w e r e closer t o ' 
t h e k i n g d o m o f G o d t h a n t h e 
Scr ibes-and Pharisees? 

Y o u k n o w why? T h e sinners 
a n d t h e count less others u n 
not iced o r f o r g o t t e n by t h e w o r l d 

' h a v e n o t h i n g t o lose b y reach ing 
o u t f o r G o d . - T h e w o r l d ' s 
d isapproval m a t t e r e d l i t t le , for it 

, had a l ready r e j e c t e d t h e m as i t 
. d id Christ. F o l l o w i n g Christ m a d e 

l i t t le n e w d e m a n d s o n t h e m . 

M a y b e t h a t is w h y t h e Jesus 
.People, d i s t u r b e d us. Does wor ld ; 
o p i n i o n m a t t e r m u c h t o us? 
R e s p e c t a b i l i t y m o r e t h a n 
dedicat ion? A r e w e n o t e o n -

cej-ned, t h a t t h e w o r l d m a y 
acknowledge us for what we are 
rather t h a n fo r w h a t w e profess t o 
bej? H a v e w e ever f e l f t h e fu l l fury 
of; its reject ion? If t h e G o o d 
Shepherd is just an i m a g e t o us, 
these c o u l d be s o m e of t h e 

reasons. 
- lOf course, this does no t m e a n 
w £ must stray f r o m t h e fo ld t o 
firlid t h e t rue Shepherd , or f o l l o w 
thje p a t h o f t h e Prodigal t o m e e t 

th,e Father. It does mean that our 
greatest, energies shou ld b e spent , 
not in avo id ing t h e -rejection of 
the world, but in earning it by 
refusing t o c o m p r o m i s e iCnristian 
pr inciples. T h e w o r l d rejects a n d 

t h e lost sheep h a v e o n l y One road 
t o tiravel^ i t - - leads t o G o d . For 

aftuiv, the workfi rejection is 
s imply t h e c"t • • '- : * I — 

s h e e p . <•• 

R o m e [RNS] — Oppress ion of 

religion in Communist countries, 
t h o u g h perhaps less b l a t a n t ' t h a n 
be fore , cont inues t o be I a n ef
fec t ive g o v e r n m e n t pol icy , . a c 
cord ing t o a n edi tor ia l ,jin( t h e 
R o m e Jesu i t r e v i e w , i fcryi l ta 
Ca tho l ica . , | 

1 C o m m e n t i n g o n t h e reported 
A l b a n i a n e x e c u t i o n of a f R o m a n 

Catholic'priest-for baptizing a 
child', t h e ed i tor ia l says ijjhat the 
"spfrar o f v i o l e n c e " cont inues in 
t h e ' " ter r ib le d r a m a " through 
w h i c h l t h e C h u r c h as been l iving 
in A l b a n i a "ever s ince t h e end of 

the last World War;" 

" P u t , " t h e ed i tor ia l observes, 

"Albania is not an isolated case. 
// 

itiere are Other countries," the 
review c la ims, . "in wh ich the 

- Church is persecuted or I&cks- t h e 

>Hep>herd s e e k i n g t h e necissdtvlreeudrn 6. f e l f a Ifi 
w h i c h »t: is en t i t l ed . " 

A 

Al l -wh ich I t o o k f r o m 

thee I did but take, 

N o t fo r t h y harms. 

But just t h a t t h o u 
m i g h f st seek it 

in mv arms. 

R e f e r r i n g 
c o u n t r i e s 

r e g i m e s , 
dec lares: 

s p e c i f i c a 4y t o 
' w i t h C o m m u n i s t 

the l e s u It j o u r n a l 

" i f t h e s i tuat ion vis-a-vis t h e 
Church in these countr ies has 

MAUDLIN* MOTHERS DAY 
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BUS TRANSPORTATION 
FOR 45 PARISHES 

BOYS - GIRLS 
AGES 6 - 1 3 

Specie Fonttftj R«tw! 

REGISTER NOW FOR ONE OF 
O U R 8 R E G I O N A L — 

CYO DAY CAMPS 
4 W e e k s -

4 W e e k s -

9 Weeks-

8 Weeks-

' 8 W e e k s -

4 W e e k s -

7 W e e k s 

G o o d Shepherd; — July 9 t h - A u g . -3r|jl — 
H e n r i e t t a AreaJ. 

South H i l l s (P^hf ie ld , "Perinton, P i t t i fo rd 
Areas) — July<j9th - A u g . 3r^. ,*. 

St. Ambrose (East, Irondequbit—Webster 
Area Parishes)-!- June 25 th - A u g . 24 th . 

M o t h e r o f S o r r o w s , , ( G r e e c e — N o r t h 
i r o n d e q u o i t Areas) - ^ l u n e 2 5 t h r A u g . 
17th. j , , I ,{ 
St. M i c h a e l ' s ( N o r t h Innerc i ty A r e a ) — 
June 25th - A u g . 17 th . t , •,;' 

H o l y G h o s t f G a t e s - C h i l i — S p e n c e f j p o r t 
Areas) — August 6 t h - August 31st. r 

!ity East — 8 Pr ince Street — July :9th -
August 2 4 t h . I ' I, h 

t y W e s t - 1150 Buf fa lo R o a d — July 9 t h 
August 2 4 t h , j " 

C o m e O n e or M o r e W e e k s . Special O v e r n i g h t C a m p s -
in A l l eghany State Park in August . 

S W I M 
PROGRAMS 

TINY TOTS - AGES 2 to 4 
LEARN TO SWIM 

AGES 5 to 14 

* CLASSES BEGIN JUNE 25 THROUGH AUG 

* O u t d o o r Pools A v a i l a b l e i n Br igh ton , G a t e s , C h i l i , f 
Rochester , Fa i rpor t , Greece, ] H e n r i e t t a , Hi l torr , 
d e q u o i t , P e n f i e l d , Pi t tsford a n d Rochester . 

improved somewhat , in c o m 
parison w i t h former tirVies, it 
w o u l d b e a n error to thirjk tha t 
oppression had ended. Qn the 
contrary, it continue? undelr more 
ref ined condit ions — less noisy, 

but nonetheless quite efficient — 
through administ rat ive measures 
a i m e d at t h e slow b u : sure , 
destruction of religious life." 

T h e Civ i l ta Ca tho l ica edi tor ia l 

claims that Communists n the 
West have "cleverlly exp lo i ted" 
agreements be tween t h e V a t i c a n 

a n d some East European C o m 
munis t count r ies , l i k e Hungary , 
Y u g o s l a v ^ , a n d - C z e c h o s l o v a k i a , 
" t o p r o v e t h a t rel igious per
secut ion b y C o m m u n i s t regimes 
is nonex is tent . " 

"But t h e t r i l th iS q u i t e dif 
fe rent , " t h e e d i t o r i a l a f f i rms. " T h e 
C h u r c h Has s igned agreements 
and reached a modus" Vivendi 
w i t h ttSest» reg imes. B u t these d o 
"not ailov| for full freedom of 
' r e l ig ion ; jjhey s i m p l y e n a b l e t h e 
C h u r c h iq surv ive . " ' 

L 

Lincoln First Bank will let you 
buy young trees-or indoor plants 

at '.10% off. Just open a savings 
or checking account for if25. Or 

add $25 to youi[ savings account! 
4 1 cjlifferent v a r i e t i e s 

toahflouefrom. 
Offer- g o o d f r o m 

A M 18 to May 18. 
Lincoln First L __ 

J j f t 'sgrowtogvt^ , 

FAMILY? 
T H E HOLY r A Y H t P ' S M I S S I O N A I D TO Tr C O M I N T A L C H U R C H 

A 

FUTORE 
PRIEST 
NEEDS 

YOUR 
HELP 

HaVe you ever wished 
Now you can have a 

share forever in al l 

Throughout t h e N e a r 

bishops ordain hundreds 

by people like you 
too poor to support t h £ m 

Catholics in America 
ians, encouraged therrl 
tioiji. . . . In some inspir ing 

was given a t personal 

ypu begin? Wr i te t o 

th3 name of a young 
yo i j , a | d he wi l l wr i te 

ments for his training 
($15.OO a m o n t h , o r 

$1,080 all at once). Jp 
ancj a t every Sacrifice 

a lways r e m e m b e r w h o 

u s 

1;o 
$ 1 8 0 

H O W 

T O 

S-T-R-E-T-C-M 

F O O D 
B U D G E T S 

:$1© "Look a t t h e nearest 

worth? Only w h a t i t wi l l 

buy enough t o f e e d a fajmily 

Holy Land, it wil l f eed a 

an (entire m o n t h . T h e 

fo r j the refugees, m o r e 1 

drep. Your money multipl 

sHoiy 

M A S S F O R . . 

Why n o t send us your M a s s 

Simply list your intentions^ 

rest assured t h e Masses 

priests in Ind ia , t h e Holy: 

whQ receive no o ther i n c o m e . . 

send you in format ion a p o u t 

tooL You can ar range 

Makses offered for yojurself, 

after death. 

four family had a priest? 
^priest of y o u r own '—and . 

good he does, , . . 
East each year , grateful 

of new pr iests t ra ined 

Their own families are 
in training, but good 

idopted' these seminar-
ai i t h e w a y t o . ordina-

cases , t h i s suppor t 

sacr i f ice . . - . H o w c a n 

now. We ' l l send you 

seminarian who needs 
t o y o u . M a k e t h e pay-

suit your convenience 
a year , o r t h e t o t a l 

n your sacrifices to his, 
o f t h e M a s s , h e w i l l 

m a d e i t p o s s i b l e . 

•4fc 

b i l l . W h a t i s i t a c t u a l l y 

b u y . T o d a y , i t w i l l h a r d l y 

f o r t w o d a y s , i n t h e 

p o o r r e f u g e e f a m i l y f o r 

F a t h e r s a s k s y o u r h e l p 

t h a n h a l f o f t h e m c h i l -

ies-asyou giveit away. 

requests r ight how? 

," a n d t h e n you can 

will be of fered by 
Land a n d Ethiopia , 

Remind us to 
Gregorian Masses , 

t o w t o have Gregor ian 

- o r f o r another . 

Dear 
Monsignor N o l a n : 

i 


