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. FEAR O F [ R E V E R E N C E F O R ] T H E L O R D 
i f • 

[The second in a series of eight meditations 
f o r t h e R e s u r r e c t i o n - P e n t e c o s t s e a s o n . ] 

Last w e e k w e s p o k e o f t h e H o l y Sp i r i t as 
t h e Giik pa r e x c e l e n c e : t h e P r o m i s e o l L t h e 
F a t h e r , t h e L e g a c y jof t h e S o n . N o w w e sha l l 

consider the Holy Spirit as 
t h e G i v e r o f g i f ts . T h e 
d i s t i n c t i o n is m o s t i m -

' p o r t a n t b e c a u s e , w h i l e t h e 
G i f t w a s b e s t o w e d u p o n 

; the C h u r c h in a n s w e r t o 
t h e p r a y e r o f Jesus a n d in 
f u l f i l l m e n t o f t h e Fa ther 's 

§r o m i s e , t h e gi f ts -are 
e s t o w e d o n i n d i v i d u a l 

Chr is t ians as a n d w h e n t h e 
S p i r i t i n H i s w i s d o m 
p l e a s e s . * 

While the gifts of the 
S p i r i t a r e . b e y o n d n u m b e r , t r a d i t i o n a l 

Christian theology has looked to Isaiah 11:1-2 
f o r t h e s t a n d a r d s e v e n f o l d g i f ts o f t h e Sp i r i t : 
w i s d o m , ' u n d e r s t a n d i n g , c o u n s e l , f o r t i t u d e , 
k n o w l e d g e , p i e t y a n d f e a r .of t h e L o r d . W e 

will consider the last first. 

What is fear? 
T o t h e p s y c h o l o g i s t f e a r is a f e e l i n g o f 

disquiet or fright caused by pain. To the 
f u n d a m e n t a l i s t p r e a c h e r f e a r , g a r n i s h e d w i t h 
" f i r e a n d b r i m s t o n e , " is a c o n v e r s i o n -
i n d u c i n g m e c h a n i s m . T o t h e s u p e r f i c i a l 
b i b l e - r e a d e r f e a r is t h e b e s t o n e - w o r d 

description of the Old Testament. Jn all three 
cases f e a r is a n i n h i b i t i n g f a c t o r , s ince it 

radically undercuts man's self-determination. 
T h o u g h a t t i m e s a s a f e g u a r d , f e a r is g e n e r a l l y 
a r e s t r a i n t , a n d t h e r e f o r e n o t a h i g h l y p r i z e d , 
p o s i t i v e g i f t . 

W h a t is f e a r o f t h e Lord? 

In a g e n u i n e s e t t i n g 6i f a i t h , f e a r c a n t a k e 
o n o n e o f t w o a s p e c t s . W h e n c o n f r o n t e d b y 
one 's o w n s in fu lness a n d i n g r a t i t u d e , f e a r 
b e c o m e s a n e x p e c t a t i o n . o f p u n i s h m e n t . 
W h e n i t t a k e s o n c b n f i d e n c e i n t h e p r e s e n c e 
o f t h e h o l i n e s s a p d g o o d n e s s o f G o d , f e a r 
b e c o m e s a t y p e o f r e v e r e n c e o r a w e a t t h e 
o v e r p o w e r i n g r e a l i t y o f G o d . 

In this sense the wise men of Israel speak 
o f f e a r as " t h e b e g i n n i n g o f w i s d o m " ( P s a l m 
1 1 0 : 1 0 ) . S i raqh c o m p o s e s a n i m p r e s s i v e 
l i t a n y w h i c h m a k e s the y f e a r o f t h e L o r d t h e 
equivalent of piety (Sirach 1:11-20). 
" R e v e r e n t i a l f e a r " l eads t h e w a y t o blessings . 
( P s a l m s 1 1 2 : 1 , 1 2 8 : 1 ) . M e r c y a n d r e w a r d 

without 
- ( L u k e 1 

fear of 
p s y c h o 
r e s i g n a t i o n , -
d e r s t a n d i n g , 
t h e w o r l d o f 

I t w p u 
Lord 
f r o m -

L o r d , 
is m e a n t 
n o t h i n g 
sejf-su 

death 
t h a t 
" L o v e 

Id b e w r o n g t o t h i n k t h a t f ea r o f t h e 
mjeans k e e p i n g a r e s p e c t a b l e d i s t a n c e 
G o d . Q u i t e t h e c o n t r a r y , f ea r o f t h e 
b e c a u s e i t is t h e b e g i n n i n g o f w i s d o m , 

t o u n i t e us so c lose ly t o G o d ^ t h a t 
a n c o m e b e t w e e n us. T h r o u g r l . H i s 

Ccin 
v/ i 

f a c e c a n 

becausk 
as H e 

perfect 
e x p e c t 
afraid„i 

e n d 
5 0 ; 
the 

o g i c a 
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shop Joseph L. 

a w a i t h i m w h o fears t h e Lord 
A p o c . 1.1:18^. Seen in this l igh t , 
L o r d or re l ig ious a w e is n o t a 
I para lys is , nor a n i n t e l l e c t u a l 
b u t r a t h e r a. w a y o f - u n 

ci p o s t u r e o f r e v e r e n c e t o w a r d s 
m y s t e r y . p o w e r t o s a v e . h i 

. S e l f - d o n a t i o n . T h e Let te r t o t h e H e b r e w s 
has a k e y s ta te rneh t o n . h o w far fea r -of t h e 
Lord ( in t h e sfen$e e x p l a i n e d ) c a n l e a d . 
C h a p t e r 5,; verse 7 reads; " B y r i n g H is l i f e o n 
e a r t h , Chr is t o f f e r e d u p iprayer a n d p e t i t i o n , 
a l o u d a n d in s i l e n t tears; t o t h e o n e w h o h a d 

n o u t o f d e a t h , a n d b e c a u s e 
of h is re l ig ious a w e , Jesus' p rayer w a s h e a r d . ' 
Love; f o r t h e Fa t 
overcame? Jesus' 
Spirijt is a b l e t o 
love ! 

le r w a s t h e o n l y f a c t o r t h a t 
fear in t h e G a r d e n . O n l y t h e 
t r a n s f o r m . fear i n t o p e r f e c t 

r r e n d e r t o d e a t h , Chr is t c o n q u e r e d s in , 
a n d t h e fea r t h a t separa tes , t h e f e a r 

n n e y e r b e t r a n s f o r m e d in to l o v e . 
i l l cojme t o p e r f e c t i o n in us w h e n w e 

thej d a y o f J u d g m e n t w i t h o u t , f e a r , . 

e v e n in th is w o r l d w e h a v e b e c o m e 
l o v e t h e r e carl b e n o f e ^ r / ¥ o r 
casts I o u t f e a r . T o f e a r is^Hp 

h m e n t , a n d a n y o n e w h o is sti l l 
>'still i m p e r f e c t in l o v e . " (# John 4 : 1 8 ) . 

is. In 

love 
p u n is 

T h i s, t h d sp i r i tua l g i f t o f f e a r is m e a n t t o 
b r i n g us t h r o u g h v a r i o u s stages o f . m o r a l 
d e v e l o b m e n : . T h e H o l y Spir i t m o v i n g us w i t h 
H is g i t t o f f e a r w a n t s t o t e a c h us t h e s e 
va jues : res is tance t o sp i r i tua l m e d i o c r i t y , a 

- d i s c e r n m e n t o f t r u e values,^ a g e n u i n e self-
k n O w l c d g e b e f o r e G o d , c o m m i t m e n t t o t r u t h * 

a n d o v e . jus t ice 

In 
e a g e r c 

genuine 
o f hear ts ) 
e r n o t i 
o u t r e a i 
w h a t w 
c o n t i n y 
o f 
d i f f i c u 
t h e 

ger u 

v e r y 

T o 
i m m e d 
T o f e a r 

p u r s u i t 
f ea r t h 
l i f e , b) 
o f Jesus 

. W h 
disci p l&ship 
lead? 

• Th 
r e a l i z a t i o n 

i woitl, fear of the Lord teaches the 
i sc ip le o f Jesus t h a t t h e f i rst lesson in 

love} is: S u r s u m c o r d a l ( t h e u p l i f t i n g 
n o t so m u c h , in t e r m s o f . 

n a l I r e l e a s e , o r e v e n e n e r g e t i c 
: h , b u t ra ther i n t e r m s o f d e t e r m i n i n g 
i l l c o n s t i t u t e t h e o b j e c t o f w o r t h y a n d 
ing pursu i t . B e c a u s e t h e in i t ia l stages 

uine, j C h r i s t i a n l o v e a re t h e m o s t 
t , f e a f o f t h e Lord shows t h e w a y f r o m 

o u t s e t . 

S e l f - r e a l i z a t i o n . Edwiard 1'. Farre l l w r i t e s : 
" P a r a d o x i c a l l y , w h a t w 0 m o s t f ea r is l o v e . 
O u r 0nerrues c a n n e i t h e r ask nor g e t a n y t h i n g 
from. u's — ; w e <tre con* f o r t a b l e b e c a u s e w e . 
c a m m a i n t a i n o u r a u t p r i o m y . If } h o w e v e r , 
s o m e o n e l o v e s us c o m p l e t e l y , a b a n d o n s 
onese l f t o t a l l y t b us, t h e n w e a r e n o l o h g e r 
our o w n . L o v e e v o k e s l o v e . . . O f t e n w e i t ry 
t o i n s u l a t e ourse lves a g a i n s t s u c h j lpve 

because it asks the same in return. Partial 
l o v e , w e , c a n . h a n d l e , biijt t o t a l l o v e b e g e t s a 

running.fearin us; instipctively^wehide. tear 
of t h e Lord -is fea r o f ' H is L o v e , f ea r of] H i s 
g e n e r o s i t y ,t o f H is a s k i n g . . . H e m a k e s s j |ch 
a g i f t o f h i m s e l f :o us tha't w e b e c o m e His;%ift 
t o o the rs . W e jdiscovqrf t h a t w e - a r e rfoost 
ourse lves w h e n -we a r e . H is a n d t h e r e f o r e 
b e l o n g t b o t h e r s . " ( S U R P R I S E D b y i t h e 
S P I R I T , 7 9 - 8 0 ) \ j . ' 

I i h 1 ' e 
1 S e l f - c b n s e c r a t i o n i A b r a h a m Hesd:hjel 
observes: " A re turn | t o . r e v e r e n c e ( i : e . , 

religious awe) is the first prerequisite fpr a 
r e v i v a l o f w i s d o m , f o r j the d i s c o v e r y ofj t h e 
w o r l d as an a l l u s j o n t o G o d . W i s d o m cojmes 
f r o m a w e ra ther t h a n f r o m shrewdness , jit is 
e v o k e d n o t in m o m e n t s o f c a l c u l a t i o n b u t in 
m o m e n t s o f b e i n g in r a p p o r t w i t h ' t h e 
m y s t e r y o f rea l i t y . T h e grea tes t insijghtS 
h a p p e n t o us in 
of a w e is a m 

f e a r t h e L o r d m e a n s t o m a k e H i m o u r 
iate rjiorm a n d o u r u l t i m a t e c o n c e r n . 

the! Lord m e a n s t o sur render o u r 
w o r t h l e s s fjsars for t h e o n l y w o r t h w h i l e 

: love^ o f G o d a n d l o v e o f n e i g h b o r . T o 
• L o r d m e a n s t o a c c e p t t h e fu l l p l a n o f 

d e p r i r i t e d b y t h e t e a c h i n g a n d ^ e x a m p l e 
C h H s t t h e Lord! . 

i t , f f i e n , a r e , the d i s c o v e r i e s in 
t o w h i c h f e a r o f . the Lord c a n 

m o m e n t s o f a w e . A m p m e n t 
l o m e n t . i o f s e l f - c o n s e c r a t i o n . 

T h e y w h o sense t h e yvonder share In ! t h e 
w o n d e r . T h e y w h o k e e p h o l y t h e th ings t h a t 
are : h d l y . sha l j t h e m s e l v e s b e c o m e h o l y . 
( B E T W E E N G O D a n c f J V l A N , 5 3 - 5 4 ) j • ; . 

' I n V»i*s r n a g h i f i c e n t h i g h p r i e s t l y p r a y e r , 
Jesus as O u r M a s t e r a n d M o d e l e m b o d i e s a l l 
t h r e e o f t h e s e "Spir i t -g iven d i m e n s i o n s . jSelf-

d o n a t i o n : " F a t n e r .- . ' . [ I h a v e g lor i f i ed ! y o u 
o n e a r t h a n d f i n i s h e d t h e w o r k t h a t y o u g a v e 
m e t o d o . " S e l f - r e a l i z a t i o n : " F a t h e r , m a y j t h e y 
( i . e . , t h e d isc ip les ) b e bnfe i n us , as yoiii a r e 

<• 

o n e in m e arta 
\ m a y B e l i e v e i t 

c o n s e c r a t i o n ' 
i 

eV-. re t h r e e ; s e l f - d o n a t i o n , 
,1 s e l f - c o n s e c r a t i o n : 

a m in y o u , so t h a t t h e w o r l d 
w a s yot j w h o sent m e i " ' S e l f -
'For thejir sake I c o n s e c r a t e 

( j . e . , o f f e r in sacr i f ice ) myse l f so t h a t t f | ey t o o 
m a y b e c o n s e c r a t e d : ~ • - • * u « • : / i « u « 
1 7 - 4 2 1 1 9 ) 
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Their Role at Bishops' 
By CHARLES RANDISI 

Syracuse —- * Each o f -the f i ve 
small groups had a recorder. This 
person took notes on his session 
and the questions that- were 
discussed there . H e then 

" prepared _ a report w h i c h 

needs o f people, in the parish 
family," she said' She reported on 
the value of. Pre-Cana con-
ferences^ and- " o t h e r p r e -
sacramental preparation. , 

Msgr. Joseph Bailey, director of 
the f a m i l y Life Bureau in 
Ogdensburg, recorded fo r Croup 

McAuliffe 

submitted to the whole borjy of II, His groupspoke of the need to 
& e conference arid the1 executive ' ' " 
panel, which was made, tip* of 
Cardinal Terence Cooke, arid 

.Bishops Francis Mugaverp' of 
Brooklyn David Cummingham of 
Syracuse, and Edwin Broderick of 
Albany.1 

Croup I's recorder for the first 
day was Mrs. Irene Tornonto, who 
is half of a-coupte. active in the 

' ehristianr Farnih/ Movement in 
New York City- She spoke of the 
need for-organization on' the 

, parish level. /'Strong: parishes 
mustaddress themselves to the ; 

Catholic- Committee, he said, 
needs to be recognized as : an 
effective source or. information 
regarding legislation a f fec t ing ; 
family life. The group as a whole 
endorsed "education in human 
sexuality,' ' he said, " no t just the. 
cognitive transmission of ideas,-
bu t o f values." 

update guidel ines for the 
education of seminarians, par-

"ticularly in the field of "family 
l i f e concerns."'- J h e pr inc ipal 
medium for family life education 
efforts should ;be the pulpit, he 
saidr but other media, like 
television programs t o ; preseht 
bishops' messages' must be ex
plored. . ' 

Father John M a l e c k i , co -
director of the t Consultation 
Serviqes; Center , in . A l b a n y , 
reported' o n . Group Hi (Bishop 
Hoganfs group) , t h e State 

(The recorder for Croup IV was 
Father Howard RusseH, chan-^ 
cellor of thje Diocese of Albany. 
He said that the group felt that 
''rkecise -thmking" was neGessary 
wjth regard to mixed marriages. 
"We must be careful of thinking 
that what feels good to me is 
rijgbt." His .[group also said that 
the parish "needs to emphasize, 
njore concern for those in special, 
situations, like the childless, the 
wjdowed, 'the separated and 
divorced. - * ~ • 

Crbiip V was reported on by 

B i s h o p H o g a n 

chairman of 
D i r e c t o r s , a n d I 
Mrs. Catheifine 
Syracuse. Marriage 
her group thought,; . . . . 
be. used Only duiing maritaj 

C h a r l e s 

Catholic State Council of 
ux i l i a ry B i s h o p Franc is J . H a r r i s o n 

Syracuse D i o c e s e 

uliffe fron 
counseling}, 

^should riot 

crises.) but] 
Couples should 
turn to." 
.birth of 

jFahey, 

Charities 
of t h e 

all through r life . . .* 
uld have'sorneone to 

for example after the 
first child. I !.: the 

i 
• 8 1 

- . •»1 

*T?rL 

-sa 

-)-:m 

.•i s a l 

wm 

m n 
• -.(Ml 

m 
1*01 


