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', Most letters that I get from 
priests are nasty. I don't mi?an 
that most priests are nasty, ust 
that most of them who bother t o 
write to. me .are nasty. 

^ One writer had found a 
" quotation of .mine in which I 

made an easily documented 
assertion, that there was ho reason 

- to assert that young people wsre 
any mqre given to sexual 
misbehavior today thart • they 
were 20,30,40, or even 100 years 
ago. He had also clipped a 
newspaper account of the so-
called "Sorensen Report" that 
purports to be a serious study; of 
the sexual mores of Am'eridan 
youth. The conflict between what 

I was saying and what the" 
Sorensen Report was reported!as 
saying was sufficient grounds for 
this,particular priest to aim pis 
venom in my direction. It was not 
necessary apparently, either to 
get the full context of my remai ks 
or to read the Sorensen Repcrt. 

- As for the latter,. I think it can 
he said that it is a shoddy apd 
second rate • job . that 
unquestionably will be destroyed 

« by reviewers in the serious and 
scholarly journals. I am nbt 
suggesting that American young 
people are particularly virtuous in 
matters sexual, but a decline from 
previous virtue is surely npt 
proved'̂ by the Sorensen Report, 

nor indeed is anything very 
reliable said about the sexual 
conduct of young Americans iin 
that book. | 

The "sexual revolution"' i s ' a 
myth, pure and simple. I f by 
"permissiveness" one means thjat 
certain segments of the human 
body (almost always female) ncjw -
appear in. motion pictures arid 

\ magazines wherer they did nbt 
appear a decade or two or three 

., ago, then we did have a sexu|al 
revolution. But - there is no 
particul|r reason to think thjat 
slightly more public display of 
human sexual anatomy has atjry 

• effect oh sexual behavior. Mdst 
"young people, indeed moJ5t 
human beings, don' t ' "nedd 

', Penthouse or Deepi Throat? or 
Playboy or Last Tango in Paris i o 
become sexually aroused. j 

As far as human sexual"" 
behavior is concerned, the sexu'al 
revolution is largely the result of 

r t he "good old days" fallacy, j 

To perpetuate the fallacy ore 

first assumes that in the past 
there was- a time when people 
were virtuous (or religious, or 

patriotic, or whatever else); the'n-
-one collects data about trie --

present situation' and discover;?' 
(not surprisingly} that the present 

..' situation is not the same as the 
ideal which was postulated for 
the past., Then one" announces 
wi th ' shock, surprise, or jdy 

„• {depending on one's perspective) 
that one has encountered 1a 
"revolution." ' 

The "good old days" fallacv, 
however, does not have a great 
life expectancy, because national 
.surveys began in the; 1930s and-
were quite extensive by the 
1940s.,; Thus there are "beiji-

jChmanks" againsf< which th;e 
present situation' can be. corn-
pared. : '. • ' i ' 

:' - ** I 
The critical- question, then, for 

J»W $rf£n|«n Report psi far my 
nasty 4priest correspondent - is 
whether there was anything in the 

late 103de or early -1940s tHit 
• represented, a' different level of . 
sexilal rjiorality than that which js . 
to be [-observed among young. * 
people f today. ( . , r 

A reefent work (reported in-the '; 
April issue of Human Behayioij)'.,.,-
by two: socialogists at Michigan- \" 

State, Arthur Venner and; Gyflf ;}• 
Stewart? ̂ compared the- sexuajlK:;. 
behavior of a large sampr^;;ofJ^. 

. young people with tha| r^|Q^%;.'. 
for 1943'by the Kinsey studiesiindj&^| 

calls inro*senous question the so-
called/sexual revolution." 

As the editors" of Human 
Behavior note, "Compared to 
earlier studies, today's teenagers 
have l i t t le , more or no more 
experience with intercourse itself 
than do other generations of-
young men and women from" 
1943 onward." And "Since World 
W a r I I , every th ing — inc lud ing 
the population count and T h e 
cost of being '—_ has rise faster • 
than the incidence of adolescent 
sexual experience." 

Why, then, the myth of a sexual 
revolution? It is great press copy 
and has marvelous appeal for 
curious adults who can identify in 

their fantasy lives with todays 
presumably liberated youth. It is 

cjiso useful for those social 
science textbook writers and 
theologians who somehow or 

. other have. persuaded themsei ves 
that a change in sexual behavior 
represents evidence of 'human" 
progress — the only evidence left 
in a world which is rapidly losing 

fai th in the dogmas - of 
evolutionary progress. It would 
be inconsiderate, I suppose, to 
take their myth away from them. 

Math Isn't All! Work 
l u n c i a t i o n s tuden ts , le f t t o r igh t , A n n Mar i e ( fosta, Lana Da ley , 

—aild Theresa D a m i c o en joy t he school 's m a t h fa i r he ld A p r i l 17 a n d 
l u n c i a t i o n s t u d e n t s t o o k part in t h e s h o w , w h i c h b a d c l a s s e s 
)nth in'advance} making games geared do igrade levels first th 
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pricing a b o u t a 
rough eighth. 
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• Permissive indeed! But, as we 
say at the University of Chicago, 
relative to^what? The England of 
the Regency or o f the 
Restoration? The France or 
Versailles? The Rome of the 
Caesars or the Borgias? The 
Greece of Plato? Even Victorian 
England and Puritan New 
Englpnd, as these cultures Existed 
int their sordid reality? 

The|Liederkranz Choral Society 
is celebrating it's 100th bijrthday 
this jyfear with a concert at 

Aquihjas Inst i tqte Aud|iti3>ium 
Frida^, May 18, at 8r15 p.m. 

•! ,,*• . , h ' . 
A njusical variety showwwith. 

the Society, ' t h e Tetitpnia 
Liederjtafel Choir, Rochester 
Saengerchoir, Gleasort j|/1ale 
Cnorusj" and Barnard Ex ;mpt 
Firemen's Association Bandj 
be fofjowed 
festiva 

A'e'll plant a tree in a county- park for you when y<!m, 
•Miter Lincoln First Hank's "Tall Tree sweepstakes. 
""in first prize aitid enjoy a free trip to San Francisco 

and Sequoia Rational "Forest. En te r any tjjne 
between April IN and May IK at any office of 

Lincoln First. There is no obligation. 

L a Lincoln First Bank 
U't\sKr,<.M,toKiUhi'i\ j • | 

will 
by a centennial 

There never has been a time 
when chastity was . easy * or 
popular, and the only trouble 
with the myth of the New, Per­
missiveness of the Sexual 
Revolution is that it makes 

• chastity a little bit harder for. 
those young people who would 
like to practice i t bu t are per­
suaded by the mythmakers that 
-somehow or other they are. old 
fashioned. Statistically, what is 
old fashioned is promiscuity. The 
chaste have always been , a 
minority and still arte^- , 

Spring Follies 
St. fjohnl the Evangelist: on 

Humboldt Street wil l preseflt its 
annua| Spring Follies op May 4 
and 5 j&t th£ Mercy High Sjchool 
Audftprium.j ) 

Olditime jradio and vaudeville 
will pr|>vide|^he basis for ske ches 
which twill s,ee the return 6{ The 
Shadow, Thje-Seven LittiejFoys, 
and the Lone Ranger, il 

Showtime both days is SJ 
and tickets 
qoprv-

are available at the 
p.m. 
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For Over 55 Years:.. 

T h e N a m e T o K n o w 

and The Place To Go 
f o r Re l ig ious G o o d s , 

pecommenpedjjv pastors and CCD4 
directors a\tkp. The Livingi Bit?(eepwfr I 

p h r a s e d , c o m m u n i c a t e s t h e m e s s a g e ; 

Of Christ to our generation—with new ; 
uncjer§t9flding, 
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