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in a series of eight meditations 
R e s u r r e c t i o n - P e n t e c o s t s e a s o n . ] 

THE CIFT OF GIFTS 

Resurr iction Day was ending. Yet .its dawn 
i s f o r e v e r — as l o n g as a n e m p t y t o m b ' c r a d l e s 
Life Transfigured, as long as the human spirit 

hungers fullness of l i fe, as 
long as d iscover ies in 

idiscipleship mark this f i r s t 
Day of the new creation, 
a day w i thou t n ight 

'(Apocalypse 21:25, 22:5). 

Standing among' the 
disciples in the Upper 
Room, the Resurrected 
Savior celebrates three life-
giving actions (John 
20:19fjf). He certifies, the 
d isc ip les as f u l l p a r t n e r s in 
his mission f rom the Father; 

He appoints them agents of forgiveness and 
reconci l iat ion; He breathes upon them the 
Holy SpHrnV the Father's Promise of l ife 
r e n e w e d , Uesus' s u p r e m e L e g a c y , t h e G i f t o f 

gifts whoie most effectit/e power is Presence. 

The Old Testament People o f 'God had 
reflected pn the Spirit as a divine force giving 
human personalities the power for ex-
traordinaijy deeds. A t , p e s t the Spirit was 
l o o k e d ' u p o n as a ncJw-and- then p r e s e n c e . A 

new dimension to Israel's thought was added 
when the) prophet Isaiah (11: I f f ) .spoke of a 
yet-to-corpe Ideal King possessing the special 
qualities of h i*great predecessors: the wisdom 
a n d u n d e r s t a n d i n g ( o f S o l o m o n ) , t h e c o u r a g e 
a n d p r u d e n c e ( o f D a v i d ) , t h e k n o w l e d g e a n d 
f e a r - o f fcod ( o f a l l t h e p a t r i a r c h s ' a n d 

prophets) In .a word, the Messiah would 
embody the outstanding qualities of Israel's 
f ines t l e a d e r s . 

sries lii 
By Bishop Joseph 1L. Hogan 

When the Hebrew Scriptures were tran-

woks among men? 
In t h e N e w Testahnent t h e Spirit has -an all-

pervading-roJe. He overshadows Mary at the 
m o m e n t o f t h e I n c a r n a t i o n ( L u k e 1 : 3 5 ) . H e 
"a ro in ts " Jesus for his mission through the 
baptism at the Jordan (Mark 1:10). He,em-
.powers Jesus' preaching wi th ins ight ' 'and 
impact (Luke 4:14). He supports Jesus- in 

* confronting Satan (Matthew 4:1), / in. curing 
illness and in proclaiming the good news (Luke 
4:18ff). A t Pentecost the apostles launch their 
mission of witness, " f i l led wi th the Holy Spirit". 
Acts 2:4). Wherever, whenever God's work ,1s 
ie ng done, the Holy Spirit continues to be "so 
avisnly poured over us" (Titus 3:6). Paul 

rightly exclaims: " I f the Spirit of Him who 
raised Jesus from thedead is l iving among you, 
then He who raised Jesus from the deap Will 
give l i fe to your mortal bodies through His 
Spirit living in you." (Romans 8:11). 

As the Promise of the Father, the Spirit 
br ngs renewed life to our wor ld. Man , the 
spoiler, has fouled up his world by his self-
cehteredness, his exploitation of the earth, his 
c a p a c i t y f o r d e s t r u c t i v e n e s s . H o w e v e r , as t h e 
Spir i t Of G o d , b r o o d i n g o v e r t h e p r i m e v a l 
w a t e r s , b r o u g h t o r d e r t o t h e w o r l d o f c r e a t i o n , 

"so t h e s a m e Spi r i t c a n a n d m u s t b r i n g d iv ine , 
o r d e r to a world made ugly with disobedience, 
a r d s in . , '. 

S i n c e e a p h person must , in G o d ' s p l a n b e 
m a d e n e w , r e n e w a l c a n o n l y o c c u r if w e o p e n 

ourselves to the re-creating power of the Spirit 
of God. Thus primarily the Spirit is God's 
Pi>wer for renewed life. Hence the psalmist 
acdresses God i n , these words: /J|You give 
heath, fre^h life begins, you keep renewing 
trfe w o r l d ! " ( P s a l m 1 0 4 : 3 0 ) . 

As Jesus' s u p r e m e f o r g e t - m e - n o t l e g a c y , 

trie Spirit insures the continuance of Jesus' 
m i s s i o n : t o t e a c h H is b r o t h e r s in t h e f lesh t h e 

Fcther': 

Jesus life's 
h o r i z o n s a r e h o t l i m i t e d by d e a t h , t h a t h u m a n 
evil can be conquered by genyine-love, that 
g e n u i n e l o v e is { h e p e r f e c t ( b e c a u s e t h e o n l y ) 
a n s w e r t o h u m a n v i o l e n c e . In1 a w o r d , Jesus 

came to show fihe world f the jabundant l i fe " 
Oohn 10:10). And- tha t means, on the one 
hand, a.childlike faith in God's love for us, and 
on the other, a deeply committed love for one 
another. A love,jin fact, which, jin Paul's words, 
is " for bui lding 6p the boqy of Christ; unt i l we 
all attain to thej unity of jtne faith, and of the 
deep knowledge of the Soh of God, to perfect 
manhood, to the. mature measure of the 
fullness of Christ." (Ephekians 4:13) 

A l l of this is [possible only under the direct 
influence of the Spirit of God, the Source of 
our strength and consolawon, given " to teach 
us to understand the gifts !He has given us." (1 
Cor 2:12) i -

I . ' • , 

i t t l e b o o k , " T h e t 
o u r n i e r , p e n e t r a t i n g 

s concrete love for .mankind (John 
_ ( :[16), to teach His.brothers how to love one 

slated into Greek, a seventh quality was added, ar other as He himself had done (John 13:34-
" • • " ' • • ' -"-- -' "' ••<*«> Thus the Spirit, by His presence^ breathes "piety," V- a 'repetit ion, actually, of the 
Hebrew " e a r of (reverence for) the Lord." This 
s e v e n t h g i f t w a s n o t m e a n t t o c o m p l e t e t h e t e a c h e s t h e m e a n i n g o f a n d f u r n i s h e s 

• • - • - ' * - • • ' " ' motivation for the message of Jesus? corrects 
o u r fa i j ings a n d c o n f i r m s o u r c o m m i t m e n t t o 

list, but -ather to suggest fullness and. per 
fect ion. After a l l , what list can exhaust the 
inexhaustible ways in which the Spirit of God 

3S) 
old reminders and 

tne Way, the Truth 

Pope: Love Is 
. Vatican JOty [RNS] — Pope 
Paul highlighted a - busy Holy 
Weekof religious functions with 
an eloquent Easter Sunday appeal 

for the', rebirth of a "strong, 
generous and persevering love" 
as the only antidote to jne war, 
violence, and unrest troubling the 
world today. 

The 75lyearrold Pope men
t ioned Indochina , Northern 

Ireland and the Middle East in 
citing exarnples of "places where 
peace does not yet exist, or where 
it is uncertain or in danger." 

Of the Middle East, the pontiff 
said: "May our greetings go to the 

land where the Lord Jesus was 
bom, where He taught, sul fered, 

died and rose again - that land 
where His greeting of oeace 
resounded so many times and 

In his Y e r p a r k a b l e 
' M e a n i n g o f G i f t s / ' Pau l 
psych ia t r is t ana1 c p m m i t t i e d C h r i s t i a n , m a k e s 
s o m e e x c e l l e n t ! p o i n t s a a o u t 'gifts a n d gi f t -
g i v i n g . A m o n g |other t h i n g s , h e writers: 

" G i f t m e a n s c e l e b r a t i o n ' a n d c e l e b r a t i o n 
m e a n s g i f t . . '. t h e b e s : gi f fs c o m m u n i c a t e 
t h e w h o l e c o n c e p t o f l i fe ojf t h e g iver , by 
gesture r a t h e r t h a n b y w p r d s ].' . . F e w t h i n g s 
hurt rrtorje than (to have ope's gift refused . . . 
A beautiful gift jenhan.ces the cine who gives, as 
well as the recipient .<». . Trust is the finest of 
gif ts , for i t is a bjit o f one 's l i f e ; I t is t h e h i g h e s t 
sign of. friendship — jgiving another the 
privilege of snarling your inner thought. . .To 
g ive is t o s igni fy one 's s e l f - c o m m i t m e n t ."' 
The presence of the lov&d one is also a gif t 
. . . T h e m e a n i n g o f gifts is rn t h e Jove t h e y 

express, the lovp both giv^n and received . . . 
T h e r e m u s t a l w a y s b e n e w gifts t o - c o m p l e t e 
and confirm thpse already received . . . The 
great gift, the, ujnique and living one, is not a 
thing, but a person." I 

new capacities into us, 

and the Life" who is Jesus. 

Tournier's insights, testify to a remarkable 
series o f t r u t h s . 'These insights jare g r o u n d e d o n 

the psycholoevjof humanjEivirie. Thev become 
t ruer sti l l w h e n t h e G i v e r is t h e H o l y Spi r i t , a n d 
we are the recirjientssof the Gif t o f gifts. 

nee 

whence it spread over the /vhole 

ffollowir g 
of peace r 
the Pope 
from the 
Peter's Basilica 

„ the Christian theme 
through the risen Christ, 

delivered his message 
center balcony of St. 
isilica overlooking a 

jarr med with thousands of 
all parts of the' 

earth, together w'lth His message 
of love and justice, that land 
where, alas, peace does npt yet 
reign." 

hf the 
Ireland 

for 
Warned 

Pope Paul's assessment 
situation in Northern 
carried a specific suggestion 
an. avenue to peace but 
that the road to that goal vW I be 
long'-and possibly costly. 

f o m 
square, 

'pilgrims 
world.' 

The anrual message was read 
by the pontiff shortly after he 
completed the offering, of art I t 
o'clock Easter Sunday Mass at a 
temporaryj altar set up on the 
steps outsi de Christianity's largest 
house of /vorship. 

Indochina, for so long has 
object of the' world's 
and' fea?," he , said," 

hopes, only recently 
for an end "to the 

xjnflict there^are, still 
the roughwindsof an 
situation that makes 
le and" unsure." . 

Tte l 

td 

been the 
attention 
adding, * 
enkindled, 
years-old 
exposed 
uncertain 
them frag 

• This' wfjs 
repeated 
reported 
Vietnam and 
in the Cambodia area. 

in reference t o the • 
cease-f ire violat ions 
in North and SOuth: 

violence continuing' 

The intolerable and 
distressing state of affairs 
unhappily continuing there' ' .he 
said, "is contrary to the wi 1 and 

, the aspirations of the majp ity of 
the people themselves, in an 
affront not only to humanity, but 
to the Christian name." 

"Let the voice of -violence by 
silent, and let there be heard 
instead the voice of wisdom ;and 
goodwill," the pope pleaded. 
"And- may the, official lirjtish 

Eroposals .which,- "as is well 
nowh, ;haverecentlyrbeen nade, 

. o f fera favorable basis fgr i joint 
effort which will open the v ray to 
true reconciliation in justice and 

4 n charity/ ' 

The pontiff - warned' against 
violence ' i n any ;s?faatfc n 
finding it more .evil..than good.. 

" I t is no t through violence 
good is done," the Pppf 
phasized. "Still Jess can 

\ t - i ' 

..!,.-

that 
em-. 
just 

human order be established by 
traveling the;-ways of injustice. 

Only love — strong, generous and 
persevering, but at the same time 

patient and respectful of the laws 
of justice anrj of the rights of al l , 
can ensure a better iuture for 
peoples and for all mankind." 

It was once again evident that, 
the Pope places in the hands of 
youth much of his hope for the 

world. .; 
"Still more does His {Christ's) 

joyous peace, soaring above the 
hosts, of the younger generation, 
encounter the boundless ocean 
of youth'that grows and rises, that 
seeks the right path, truth and . 
life, towards wpich it can bendits 
steps — steps that are uncertain 
and anxious but ful l of 
dynamism," thje Pope said. 

The annual message concluded 
w i t h wordsi addressed to 
agnostics and; nonbelievers, as 
well as others, 

m' • ' 
' To . each and everyone goes 

the blessed/greeting of Easter 
peace.' to you who suffer, to you 
who are alone and seek comfort, 
to you who conceal in your hearts.. 
the silent but, cruel despair of 
indifference and skepticism, to 
you who glimpse the summit o f 
human, greatness — sacrifice for 
the love and service of others' -r-
and do not know-when or from 
whom to offer this-sacrifice," "*• 

" O n Good Friday •*- the day•"': 
almost 2,000 years ago that 'Jesusr 
o f Nazareth died oh a crpsstaft -..''; 
Jerusalem, the" pontiff ^vaijciecl •. 
tbrougfi>.:Rome's'. ancient ipa^ng: 

vUBES>B^Pjife££i 

Pope Paul kisses the feetj of one o|f 12; children whose 
feet he washed during a Holy! Thursday Solemn High Mass 
in Rome's Basilica off St. {John Latejran, The washing of 

'.feet is a symbolic re-enactment of what Jesus did for 
the apostles during their last meal together. {RNS] 

: V - _ j • ' •'•:••:•- •- r;',:•->•' " "*" \- \ ••• .•)• "< . 

%4iins in the Colosseum, carrying a in a candelit ; procession re-
^Iarge, light-weight wooden- eros:i ! enacting the finalhoiirs of Christ 
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