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By FATHER ‘Ré)BERT COI.U NS -

[ would hke to try,. in’ a few
‘senténces, 'to suggest a con-
nection between the marriage of
"a young_couple (I'll call them:
Jobn and Mary) and the uitimate

_ things in life — between this
happy. human and holy event
and the beginning and the end

°and the ‘center of all things.

A poet about a century ago

. wrote of the journey of certain,
quanta of heat and energy and
light from the sun through all-*
- .those 93 millions of miles of;
empty space'until — at a certain
momment — they reach a littie plot’

of ground, and a flower opens

Every wedding ¢an be ‘com- -
pared. to that — the opening of *
some things fragile and) lovely
. and alive.' But from what central
= - fire does the, energy of this life,
- this love come?

+ . While there is no music that is

- more sacréd or secular, there are '
associations connected . with

preferable for marriage ceremony
, use, according to the chairman of
A the d:ocesan music commnssnon

" ’Since wedding mu|5|c has

become a matter of controverdy

,in the past few years for many

“brides and grooms plandmg their
; : ' cerémonies, some guidelines.;

.. : ; have been| ‘established | by the.
. - diocesan music commission sO ¥

‘ . - ' everyorie taking part iin the
O -+ wedding w‘Il be happy wlth the :
i ' music.

«  Sister Vnrgmla Hogan, SS}, who
chairs the | music commnssnon
. admits that by its nature, imusic is
neither sacréd or secular. But
belleves that “the choice of
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. Keep God in the

- some music that ‘make it less

.essence of worship. Even at!
marriage the purpose is nof ;u t /, _
*

»

It may be arguable that at the
center-.of all things there is a
blank. That life really has no
‘meaning but -only the bitter
rcharm- of -absurdity, with orLly
-darkness, cold, silehce at the i
CEﬂtEI'.

L Not so: we.say as Christians. 'At
the start, at the end, dancing at
the central - heart is Act, jn-

telligence, understanding. — love
like a blazmg bonfire, energy like

" a.torent of joy — Someone ahd

Someone wha is joy itself,
Someone whao'¢ invented man,
Someone who hit on the ideal of
woman, Someone who thought
up john Someaone who dream
up Mary.

Am | being too pretentious?
I making two persons toeo

portant? Not on your life. Each

of them is of more méaning, maore

dlgmty, more value than I could
er manage to say. They are only

beginning to discover each oth

' each othen s:mystery. They dre

<

weddmg music should be mdre.
vertical than horizontal.”

i o

:She  explains, “Human

relatnonshlp is " not the whole

a

the love of two people .
wanting Cod in on this love :
thanking hcm. for“it.”
Sister Vurgmla who teaches Lt
St| Agnes High School says that
wédcr ing ceremonies can be vel

‘beautiful and personal today

ause of the optional readings -
music offered to the bride arWd
;
But, with the options come th
opportumty and responsibility

waork for an overall. theme for the
ceremony, she continy

: groom
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~on their wedding day not to an_

.the sea, bigger than the sky.

“lucky |— many happy islands —

rtlmates

settmg out” on a-° voyage of
d]scqvery for which a human life,

not mearly long enough. Their’
Iove and their, loyalty are given

v
¢

idea or aninstitution but to each
other, Each is acceptihg another
persoh, something deeper than

Today | wish, | pray that thair

love for each other may never
stop growing; - and their voyage
will beé: blessed — evéry landfall

_every \wave charmed.

Huran life'is human er. And
there will be difficultiés, demands
for sa¢rifice, But ma John and
‘Mary and all mam couples
ways “be side by gide, d-
whateyer sorrows comg — may
each dry the other’s* féars, and.
each r’ store the othérito joy.

[Fat Collins is director of
the

dlocesan Office of Family

music commlsston intlude:

Soméa' gundelmes offe{ed by the

] .
* Do the lysics sexpfess a
Chl'lStlé{n or'pagan vieW of love?

S a partlcular selectlon
|ze and enhance that part
of the ceremony where it occurrs,
or is it{a “showcase” piece that
. has ho Jliturgical justification for »

'sthe music promote and '
fu her | the progress .'of the

ceremox;ty, or,does it S|mply cause
2 delay? X
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Think
ahead
and select
your i
fabrics
now!
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