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Bishops Meet in Syracuse 

think | have rnade i t clear in 
previous |G6lumns that 1 th ink the 

Court decision on 
/as a jddic ial mor i -

Supremq 
abort ion 
strosity. 

• The leaned justices made fools* 
of thems< ;lves, and Nixon's "str ict 
const rud ijonist" • appointments 
are beginning.to Idok even more 
absurd tr an they d id at the t ime 
they weraj made. 

But if t i e decision was a to ta l l y , 
unjustified "raw exercise of 
judicial power," I must also say 
that th« •'• behavior of some 
Catholic I anti-abortionists i s . 
equally fool ish. (Aad I assure»all 
o f them ^ h o w i l l send me their 
hate, ma ij that I don>t bother 
opening itj, 59 they might as jvel'l 
save thei I stamps.) 

American Catholics have every 
right to object to the Supreme 
Court decis ion, and they have 
every r ight, t oo , t o their c o n - ' . 
v i c t ion t r a t abort ion is m u r d e r . " 
However , ] w h e n some a n t i - : 
aborti onrsts y ie ld to rhetorical ' 
excess in | their argumentat ion, 
they, become quite in-

• dis*tihguisl table f r o m the fanatics 
on the otier side. 

The legalization of abortion 
does riotV^ean that a soeicty is4n 
danger of i col lapse or that the 

• powers of evi I have taken cont ro l 

. of "it. Atortion. lamentablv, is" 
vir tual ly a universal of the human 
condit iork | Together w i t h i n - . 

. - fant ic ide IK IS the "ord inary" f o r m 
;of popuUtj ion control that has 

. existed re it centuries In almost 
every human society. 

I ' 
- The populat ion explosion, |.or 
example, Jwas. brought under 
control in Western Europe in the 

. last centiijry by abort ion and 
infanticide! (along "with > coitus 
injterruptu: i) Flushing a- chgld 
down a sewer is an abominable 
th ing, andl i t doesn't matter 
whether the ch i ld has been born > 
or. would lhave been in three 
months. Unfortunately, i t . is ?an 
abominat ion that the human race 
has almos'!universal ly pract iced. 
JAnd it is Jan abominat ion f rom 
which ths l ^o -ca l l f ed^ "Ca tho l i c 
countr ies" F?ave not been free.) 

• | * 

Whethe • there wi l l be any more 
abort ion in. the Uni ted States now 
that i t is no longer a cr ime rnay be 
open to qu'estion. Perhaps there 
w i l l be sotre increase, at least at 
f i rs t The law makes it easier and 
soc|cLrey . -rlore a c c e p t a b l e t o 
destroy 'ur iobrn l i fe: but the sad 
t ru th , is thajt even in the Uni ted 
States of America unborn life has 
never real I yjbeen considered very 
sacred. This] may be another way 
of saying Ijhaf. we haven't got ' 
much beyoilid barbarism a n d that 
our legal :«j>de has sl ipped back 
sornewhat toward the level of the 
savage. Th4 human race has a 
long w?ay to!go before i t becomes 
c iv i l ized. I 

Nor ami J persuaded that 
Americans are any more or less 
l ikely to believe that the slaying 
of unborn l i fe is moral 1 than' were 
o u r predecessors-. - .. The 
r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n s f o r f a b o r t i o n 
today are sophisticated, as befits 
a sophist icated people. But that 
they are amy more conv inc ing 
than the >atiqnal izat ions used in 

. France in {hje nineteenth century # 

50TH&WNIVERSARY 

•Mr. 'ancly l rs , James J. M u l j i e m 
celebrated j t h e i r 50th wedd ing 
anniversa iy lon Apr i l 13. A mass 
was said. (4their;.honor of Our 
Lady o f G x x i Counsjel Church, by 

' F r ^ e r e w ^ 0 ' % i ; f 9 I ^ M ; their 
nephew. 

They~ tidrV married in St 
Patrick's Cajthedral in 1923. They 

. have two daughters/ tars/ BenniS; 
. ( M a r g a r e t M a r y ) Bym^Mfif. 
- Gerald,. (J ane) Doran;: ^and; - tw6 i 
sons, Thor nas and James?!]!1, t h e y . 4 
have 14 gYa'hdchildren. . ." .,:sl 

or in Greece in the third century 
B,;C or among peasant peoples irt 
any, century seems t p me to be 
problemat ic . 

Humankind has always h a d ' 
arguments available for get t ing 
r i p o f u n w a n t e d c h i l d r e n , 
arguments wh ich if not who l l y 

Srsuasive Were at le&t adequate 
soothe the consciences of 

those involved in abort ion and 

irifanticide, • 

I th ink a strong human and 
legal: case can be rtiade' against 
the destruct ion of unborn l i fe , but 
I 'think that case can be made 
rriost effectively by rational, 
Civi l ized, sophist icated,men and 
women who are secure in their 
own ethical visions and are not 
compel led by their inner needs 
tdward fanaticism. 

| Unfor tunately the hierarchy 
and the Cathol ic intel l igentsia — 
e^ich for its o w n reasons — has 
permit ted the argument against 
abort ion t o fal l i n to the hands of 
those who are in many cases 
fanatics and kooks. Crusaders and 
self-righteous zealots are the last 
ones who w i l l be able to make a 
c$se against something wh ich is 
so pervasively part o f the human 
experience as the destruct ion -of 
uhbom life. 

— Catholic bishops df New 
York Sjate w i l l meet Apr i l '30-May 
1 in Syracuse as Region n l o f the - -the CtTurch 
National Catholic Cd>nference of 
Bishops t o discuss tfie, topics of 
marriage of the famiffr, the; effect 

• j l , •-• ... . 
of the, Supreme Court pro- positive ways ]of encouraging 
abortion decision and youth and respect for Kumap life — before after 

Trin|ty Alurhnae 

Plan Meeting j 
O n ly londay, Ap |l 3p, the 

Trmity)') College . A fimrta'e of 
Rochester w i l l ho ld ! a "dinner 
meet ing in the Brass Rail Rbom of 
the ivjjdtown Tower |Hotel. 
Coekta Its wi l l ! be served f r pm 6-7 

p.m., fallowed by dinrier a1?7 p.m. 

M a r y Jane R y a n ! rv ja lone, 

Bishop Joseph L. Hogarv and 
Auxiliary Bishops jDennis-VV. 
Hickey and John Jf: McCafferty 
wi l l at tend the meet ing. 

••— in American 

on 

The meeting, decided on by the 
U.S. Bishops ini an an ef for t t o 
provide a better format for more 
active participation of the 300 
bishops of the country, is one of 
12 regional meet ingstak ing place 
around the U.St 'during the next 
two weeks. 

Each regional 
discuss the 

meeting 
agenda. 
• I i r t r t n 1n\i 

M a r y Jane R y a n ! rv ja lone, discuss the" same agenda. The 
president of the Trinity College topics-were agreed upon by the 
A l u m r t a e * A s s o c i a t i o n o f U.S. Bishops after a po l l of their A lu . . . . . __ , 3 

Washir g ton / D.C. and Kathy 
Cosgrove. admissions counselor, 

, w i l l bei the guest speakers. 

• N a n l y R u b e r y , president of the 
T r i n i t y Co l l ege A t u m n a e o f 
Roches iter, is honorary chiairman, 
assistec1 by Mrs. Eugene Bergin, 
Mrs. feichard . Chafimait Mrs. 
M i c h a e l H a n n a , I M i s s Pat 
McCu i fe , Mrs / Wi l | ram Modney 
and Mjss Betsy Statft .' 

• U ' • 
; CARD PARTY ; 

The Rosary Gui ld I o f Sacred 
Heart Cathedral will ho|d its 
annual fjund raising card p^rty to 
help the School of' thei Holy 
Chi ldhood, Apr i l 27 at 8 p l m . 
the, school hall. 

• *• ' . • i « 

members last year. Results of the 
discussions w i l l be' lreDorted t o 
the plenary sesssion or the U.S. 
Bishops in W a s h i n g t o n in 
November. 

The discussi ion c o n c e r n i n g 
abortion is "not iust developing a 
response to the1 Supreme Court,", 
according to the announcement 
by NCCB General! Secretary, 
Bishop James Rausch. The a im, 
he said, w i l l be " t o :devise new, 

birth arid 
society," 

t h e . d i s c u s s i o n pape r _.. 
"Christian- Marriage: and Family 
Life" will be ledJiy pgdensburg's 
Bishop Stanis lausj j ! Bczana. The 
companion paper oh-Youth and 
t he Church w i l l Be presented by 
Rockvi l leCentre jAuxi l iary Bishop 
John R. McGann 

"'' 'I ' " "" 
Some 32 bishops, 'a l l t he or

dinaries and auxil iaries (both 
active and retired) of' the eight 
dioceses o f t h e ftate. are el ig ib le 
t o at tend. }j » ' , 

The two-day meet ing- w i l l be 
open to the presjs except for the 
brief executive session on 
Tuesday a f ternoon. A -special 
c9ncelebrated Mass by al l the 
bishops will tal$ place at the 
Syracuse Cathedral o f t h e I m -
macufete Conception on May 1 at 
5 p.m. !. 

The 12 regional meetings, 
inc lud ing th is o n e in Syracuse, 
r e p l a c e t h e S a r i n g - g e n e r a l 
meet ing of t h e Nat ional - Con
ference o f Cathol ic Bishops he ld 
in previous'years', 
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