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- 1 think|] have made it clear in
previous dolumns that | think the
Supreme{ Court decision on
. ~ abortion} !was a jddicial mon-
: strosity. ||

" The leg ;ined justices made feolst
. oﬁ themselves and Nixon’s “strict

constructionist” - _appointments -
- . -are begiring.to I6ok even more
- absurd tl'an they did at the time
; : - they werq made

But ;f t_h!e decision was a tot

- unjustified “raw exercise of
N judicial power,” 1 must also say
‘ ; that thei behavior of some
Catholic} | anti-abortionists

‘n equally foblish. (And | assure-all

S | of them Who will send me their

A hate: maﬁ that | donit bother

T opening Tt! so they might as well
S save theif|stamps.)

4n Catholics have every
Jblect to the -Supremé-
qlsmn and they have
ht, too, to their con-".
at abortlon is murder. "
when
és yield to rhetorical ’
excess in| their argumentation,
they become © qdite - in-
. distinguis able from the fanatics
-on the ot ‘er Side.

The le ahzatuon of abomon

dges not'riean that a soeicty is-in
danger oficollapse or that the

Americ

_ right to

. ‘Court de
every rig
viction tH
Howevefl!
abortionis

Ve

of B A

. virtually r?
I

ttion, lamentably, i¢ 1

0

condition | Tosether

.-fanticide' |
‘of popul
. “existed

with  in-.

] centgnes in almost
b ’ T,

: The po Llatlon explosnon Jor

example was brought  under

- *» control in estern Europe in the
fy by abortion and
I (along with * coitus
). Flushing a- child -
er’is an abominable
doesn’t

dilhave been in three
3 months. U

abominati

- has almos
{And it is|

- ‘which thg*

4 ‘countries”

n that the human rdce
E‘unlversally practiced.
n abomjnation from

‘so-called
‘have not- been free.)

Whethet there will be any more

abortion infthe United States now

' that it is ng longer a crime may bé

v . open to question. Perhaps there

' . will bé some increase, at least at

. firs The I' makes it easier and

. | soctﬁ'a By . fore acceptable to

R destroy ' u lgorn life: but the sad

truth. s t even in. the United

States of A ?ﬁerica unborn life has

never really been considered very

sacred. Thig may be another way

! of saying|that we havent got

P much beyond barbarism and that

our legal tede has slipped back

somewhat|toward thé fevel of the
savage. Theé human race has a
long way o‘ go before it becomes

civilized. )

. - Nor amj.] persuad‘ed that
Americans| aré any rore or less

likely to be ‘lleve that. the slaying
- of unborn llife is moralzthan were
-, our predecessory. The
rationalizations .for} abortion

. today are phlstlcated as befits-
. a sophistical ed people. But that
they are y more convincing
than the Ta onahzatlons used in

+ France in h mneteenth century
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some anti-

.7 - powers ofevil have taken control .-

niversal of the human -

< is the “ordinary” form -
ion control that has

fortunately, it.is san .

“Gatholic .

- Patrick’s Qathedral lan923 They 4

or in Greece in the third century

legal case can
the destruction of unborn life, but
| ithink that case can be made
‘mos
‘Jgtllzed sophisticated ,men and

men who are secure .in their . . Nandy Rubery, pre ? d eni of the

College - A

oWn ethical visions and are not Trinit ,
- Roche%tel, is |10ll0la

.compelled by their inner needs .
~ toward fanaticism.

| Unfortunately the- hierarchy

and the Catholic intelligentsia —

e ch for its own reasons —
. permitted the argument against
" abortion to fall into the hands of
those who are in _many cases

fanatics-and kooks. Crusaders and X

self—rlghteous zealots are the last '
ones who will be able to make a
case against something which is
so pervasively part of the human
experience as the destructiori of

u?born life.
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;.athohc bnsﬁcps Jf New

ill meet April 30-May

topics of

» B,C. or among peasant peoples in i
any century seems tQ me to be T"n'ty Alu nﬁe
problematlc " Pla I Meetir g 1
Humankind has always had".
arguments available ‘for getting ' _ On Monday, Ap‘ﬁl 308 ﬂ(‘)’?
rid unwanted children, - Trinity College . Aiumna
aqguments which if not wholly ~ Rotchester hw“B hzlg ‘laRé)cgrr;‘ng;
rsuasive were at ledst adequate - freetingin the ra_? Hotel.
pcf soothe the consciences of fthe Mldtorlge [¢) el'frorg
those involved in abortion and | ! Cocktails wi serv o 7 m
mfantlude " p.m., fq l!owed by din eratr p-
1 think a strong human and . Mary Jane Ryan Malone

presndent of the Trinity College

Assoc:atlo?
D.C. anda Kathy

guest speakers
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Mrs.
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a Blshaps Meetaln Syracqse

of the Supreme Court  pro-
abortion decision and youth and
acuse as Region [l}of the - -the Church.

| Catholic COnferdnce of - Bishop IOSCP"' L. 'Hogan. and

Auxiliary Bishops
Hickey

The meeting, (demded on by the

U.S. Bishops in. an an

ptovide a better format for more
active participation of the 300

bishops of the country, is one of

12 regional meetings:

around the U.S. during the next

two weeks

Fach regional meetmg w‘ll

discuss the -same ' agenda.

to the press except. for the
topics were -agreed upon by the 9Pen j
Ug Bishops. after a“l Il of their  Drief executi é Sessmn on

members last year. Results of the

discussions will be"reported to

the plenary session of the US. bishops will take place at the

Bishops in Washington in Syracuse Cathed {al of the Im-

November rsnacufate Concep onon May 1at |
p.m.

The discussion concerning
abortion is “not just developing a
response to the Supreme Court,”,
according to the announcement

by NCCB Genera
Bishop James Rausch.

he said, will be “to /Ldewse new,

and John E. McCaffeﬂV
will aftend the meehng.

positive  ways f encouragmg
respect for huma life — before-
birth and after |- in American
society.” !

The discuss (,)n paper on .
”Chnstlan. Mam%ge« amf Famtly
" will be led-By Ogdensburg’s -

Dennis -W.

Bashop Stanislaus ‘}. Brzana.
compamon paper oh Youth-and -
-the Church will be pfesented by

effort to

Rockville Centre{Auxlllary BlShOp
john R, McGann .

" Some 32 blS s ‘alt the or—
dinaries and ux: tarles (bo

active and retir )o the ei t o

dioceses of the - te are ehgl
to attend.

The twoday meetmg wnl! be

ing place

Tuesday ernoon. ial
coneelebrated rmss by arei

The 12 regv?nal meetings,
. including this one in Syracuse
replace the Srnng, genera‘

meeting of “the | National- Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops held
in prewous years{
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