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atherWﬂllam Graf . RVRRTE S B
Father John Hedges and Father Catholics don't think highly of their Fa,ishgs ; -
ot William Graf =~ have the

backgrounds to balance gach
other’s comments on partsh life.

Father Hedges is head of a

1 large pastoral team at St. Chharles
d Borromeo; Father Graf teaches
pastoral theology and homiletics
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That: is the most startling conclusion tb. be d?awn from the
survey analysis this week released by thie dlo€ese o o

In part, the analysis reads, “parlshloner< evaluf{atrorns infdi‘cate 1
that they are looking for |mprovement in every aspect of the |

parish.” .

Responses show that Catholics thlnk the ir pari‘;she:s doa“not- -]

(s‘é,rﬁﬁ,‘;?\',"g) at st B.em:.ird’ quite adequate” )ob in’meeting their neets. Even respondents "
o o " .who are r{]\ost conscious of betng Catholic rate them “only )
Both have been ca+pps ’ - modestly ‘higher. . ’ ‘i}
: Chap|alns ‘ i Panshloners feel that the administration and busmess affairs.

of the local Church are well run, the sunley sh@ws what they }

“are asking for is not tangible improvements, & \

They .are “asking a commitment of the mmd to im- « |
P

Father Hedggg was ordainad in

A 1943 and has spent most df his

tme a5 a priest serving parishes, -

apart from five years as Ltime - °
chaplain at' the UnrversﬂT, of ..

- provémerit " reports the survey.

Respondents pornted {3 szl smeat b "1148'« thet) Lgnt
improvemerit.- One was a lack of * suf'ﬁcnent raeligious .services <

— I + other than Mass.” Another area.was ”spe( ial conce@s such as

Father craf - sugg&‘ted the S ébout his the youth and _education opportumtles :

minary set up courses for future comment before making it, since

iests in working _with group. "he teaches homiletics in: the

namics. : seminary, but, said, “1 think the

. sermon is very important. It’s an
area where much adult education

is going on. | think sermons are

going to have' to be well-

?
Rochester. For 11 years, whr
assistant at St.

Mary’s,
part-time chaplain on the Jocal

campus. Father Graf was or-

dalned in. 190 and, besides.

teaching, has spent time i parish
work and six.years as a ha'plam

at Ithaca College.

ean

" Alarge number of those questtoned felt that the sermon and
the administration of the parish-were fneeting partshroners -

needs ”adequately” (41 and 47 per cent respectlvely)

In no case did a majonty think that their par h was meetmg
1 their needs “fully.” The highest percenta: is area was 26
niet their needs

?

t

Father Daniel Holland,, in

b
parish’ c4arge of the Time of Renewal

survey, later pointed out that jthe

What impact have

councils had on.the life, of the

parishes? | rvey was taken early i ﬂ;he prepared, cteative, and have solid per cent who felt that meaningful Mas €
. nter; since that time, he sald theology leading to solid action.” ' fu“y o : '_'

Father Hedges: “T he%.. have attlwty toward the forma n of: ' ’ , . o . )
only been partly successfll| You the councils has increas 1 Later, Father Craf added, “The On the positive side, the laity f.e€| that they a[e domg well in
have to admit that from the the point where “nearly. home_ Mass is where a lot of those areas they have assumed the mdst. cdntrol “of since

education is going on. When Vatican -1, admtmstratlon and hturgy oo

cent” of the parishes have th m.

Why did the survey fin that
t people thought the parish
ncil was most effective when
lt was handling finance?

. statlstlc% ” . |

Father\Graf “There hasn’tlbeen

enough publicity given to :hem
people don‘t kriow what ttrey’re CC‘“

doing.”

learned a Jot about the’ liturgy. ~ ancially significant body for the parish, puit seem unaware of
Also, the confirmation and potential for providing the kind of guldance and * ‘com-

baptism’ classes are educating a munitythey say they want. .~ AR

Bishop . Sheen . started saying . .
Masses in the homes, people -jhe Cathohcs questioned see the parish- councul a a |-
fi

council is as good as its l‘z ers,

s lot of people " N &
Father Hedges~ “Of cours é not Father Graf: “Most pqus €5 . Whether this will continue to be a problem is uncertaln
all of them have been orgarn have. a couple of CP . Father Hedges. “That's’ very parish councrls have been coming into existencg rapidly Across
eduntants) and businessmen, effective. In Pre Cana — there’s a’ __the diocese during the past year, and thefe sedms tosbe 2 lag

yet, and they are still ] the
process of being formed ,

Father Graf: ”Tl‘}e ! rish

namely the, priests. If they don't ..

‘ p llosophy and educatlon'F:

some-of them don’t have
with a wide backgrou

ather Hedges: “The lait

co’r:nfortable about takin

lot of education going on.’ It has
got to be brought down to small
groups. The days of the big.
classes and the lecturgg,are over,

In small groups, the peBple cofe

 between thelr formation. and an‘awareness ofi them et D

Catholics in general seem well-prepargd howe{/er to take
part in parish government once it is es

- percentage of “needs improvement” answers wére racked up in
the area of lay involvement in the parish. This inflicates that the

tahl ished. The hlghest

I Z'
ﬁnl’t fea’! ve and wabre fen it f ance.” I ;F;'g'&‘fff' with basic quesnons and ground is fertile for planting the seeds of pansh councrls ;among
) ) the lay people of the dtocese ‘_, ‘
Father Hedges: 'T here| is a , Both priests admitted to belmg ~_Both caid that tere was a new o §
whole process of educating abo’;?_“;g”shbgodrt,}é" s tlgpn rapce “to educate people to - ) . o
parish_ councl_ members s ®. bs% the survey. Fewer ﬁﬂi’&gfblﬂgihio?l“ﬂai? éﬂeﬂ | i R
new concept in the Catholic red that particular iquery  sgme - e ‘ i -

. . church, and so people arenat used than any other on| the

to thinking in these terms. ft. goes . dyestionnaire. ! Now is the time, said Father

back to the parish staff to/make . - Both priests agreed -that the - Hedges, “to brmg up the real V. - , o ",

them' aware of their -volé and ' _survey had shown:them the need issues,” even though the answers CoE L &

responsibility.” ] . fof extensive adult -edudatibn.  may not be apparent. ‘ S : o . I o

Father Douglas Hoffman =~ ~
North Reglon B
., . corrtTr:‘ITtt‘e}:'g?ot‘h'ey r(efgttc;1e észgeﬁé’é‘fn"i’wfﬁetﬁ?ﬁﬁi ‘ ‘

already interested .in educatlon human development
work.or liturgy. i

i

~

" Regional

The young. priest respc nsible -for’ ?rgaruzmg the -
Monroe County North Region was a seminarian when
Vatican I} making admrmstratlvé and liturgical
. changes in the Roman Cathohc Church.

..
< i

¥ 3
ﬁte régional spmt “with

“We are trying to -gener
leadership,” the coordinator { co tinued. About 60

people are jworking together p .o .come up with
human development projects, }parish council training
plans, religious education wOrkshops and vyouth
programs for the reglon at la{ge 2

Now, 11 years later, i 1&:5 Father Douglas C. Hoff-

man'’s job to orgamze pans hes, nine elementary
schools, one high sc ooL two _ residential in-’
stitutions, to share resources and work together.

A

Fathe_r Hoff-

' Vatlcan Il was a good t"ung as. far
man is concerned. ! :

The laity involved in regron?l wprk at this stage are
divided into these five | committees: . human
development, directed by Féthetf Lawrence Gross, - .
.- chaplain at Bishop Kearney High school; liturgy; Sister o

“It issued a new Challenge to the Ia; , stating that
the mission of the Church ta.build the kxbgdom of God
on earth must be cooperative betweern the religious
and the: laity” said the assistant at! SE Thomas the

’ APOSﬂe ' e ‘ Mary Ann-Weiland of St. [Thgmas the Apostle; -
= f bl edtlxcatlon hPeterhC|a¥am of Qur: Ladyf %f Pirapgtua}
i ) : He p; youth, Father Terence Elemjng of. Our y of |
He sees regional organjzation as s the o portumty L )
for laity to takg part in fhae! ission of the church,but ~ Petual Help, and:-parish ciouncrl renewal;- Father .~
hé doubts many are read for it. ‘ L RS liam tum Of_ St Margaret 3Mary s -
' ”Whetheralarge ma;or%ty Of the law are ready to S Father“ PauI Schnacky of Holy Redeemer is '
takean active part in the mission of the Lhurch, | dor't T % ! assistant Coordmator of. the région that includes St, .
" think so,” the coordinator ddmitted-afte r_,about a year i | s HoreeBishop Keamey Figh school, Rochester |
of working for regiomal or amzat;on,‘ SR F ther Hoffjnan is happy wrth the prOgress in.the ‘General Hospital, St. Andrew’s, St. Stanislaus, St - ;
). R o north region, however. All panshes are,represented at- - -: . Theresa's,St. George's, St. MargaretMarys St. Thomas-
- ' Regional orgamzatror; is essential to the dio‘c.esan ' the monthly meetings, 1 parish e councils, - . the Apostle, St. Salome’s, St. Cécelia’s, Christ the King, .~
-t pastoral council which was|originally to be a working - f » st\regtonal« {A{o‘]y Redteemer Our Lady o{ Pgrpetual HePp and *
A . o nnunciation : o

reality by spring 1974.




