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t h e analysis o f 

found that 
" C a t h o l i c ; t c o n s c i o u s n e s s . ' ' " 
corresponded more directly to 
"tangible andl religious ob-. 
servance" than to "attitudes and 
moral judgments" by the people 
i n t e r v i e w e d . 

Fa the r Mul l i gan t h i n k s t h e 

survey "malws explicit somethjn'g 
a lo t o f us f e l t w a s i m p l i c i t . I t 
brings, a v a g u e f e e l i n g a b o u t 

people's reactioh to the Churth 
into sharper perspective." 

There is a grpat deal j3f con-
. fusion today among its. people 
about the Church's role and 
about the changes in the Church, 
claims Father Milligan. 

"For most of us, religious 
e d u c a t i o n e n d e d a t 8Jh grade o r 
in high school., people thirty and 
a b o v e fee l t h a t re l ig ion is a v e r y 
private thing. \ts the old thing 
about 'never arguing politics or 
re l ig ion . ' I 
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igan, 

" T h e a v e r a g e 

has been very 
pastor's attitude-

defensive, an 
a t t i t u d e t h a t says, ' D o n ' t upset 

r t h e la i ty , you'l l g e t t h e m c o n -

fusedY As .a result, we haven't 
confused t h e la'ity because w e 

haven't told thfm what's hap
pening, i 

i 
"But now, e(ght years after 

V a t i c a n II, p e o p l e a r e r ea l i z ing 

that they are confused." 

His pastora l exper ience leads 
Fa :her Mulligan to question s&im 
results of the survey, which]-in
dicate that 15.6 per cent of I the 
Gjtholics surveyed go ..to Mass 
more than once a week, and 

cent go weekly. 

feels that there has 
dine in Mass attendance] 

it to more than one tfaiftjor 

r W h e n V a t i c a n II e n d e d 
its] brilliant piece of thinking 
the document on the liturgy, 
m a n y o f us fe l t t h a t t h e l i t f 

wcjuld form a community 
t h e people". 

{'About five years down,! (the 
road , in 1970 ," says Fajfier 

Mulligan, "we found this wasn't 
. s o ' W e h a d t o b u i l d c o m m u n i t y 
be fo re t h e l i turgy. D u r i n g tihe j>ast 

20] years t h e o l d orgahizat i ; pns, 
t h e men 's clubs, a n d al tar ' and 

•rosary societies, that used to do 
th is , fe l l apart -

b u t 

--. f W e d id av^ay w i t h - fish 

Friday; why [can't we consider 
d o i n g a w a y w i t h ob l iga tory M a s s 

oq Sunday? After all, Jesus never 
sajd, 'Go to] Mass on Sunday.' 
People now ask, why do we have 
to| go? and:,J don't think we've 
formulated an answer." 

i 

T o s h o c k C i t h o l i c s a t large in to 

an awarenesfc of the Time of 
R e n e w a l , F a t h e r M u l l i g a n 
suggested it m i g h t b e a g o o d i d e a 

to^ close dowri all organizations 
for six months or a year t o g ive al l 

th? people .'cj chance to rethink 
the i r c o m m i t n e n t t o t h e C h u r c h . 

The idea, says Father Mulligan, 
comes from a Canadian bishop 
who shut down all activities in his 
dibcese'for a i entire year, so that, 
Cathol ics c o i ild f i n d o u t w h i c h , o f 
their act iv i t ies w e r e w o r t h w h i l e . 

I 
;Does Father Mulligan feel. 

> h imsel f , t h a t be ing a " g o o d 
Catholic" is the same as being a 
"good Christian"? 

"Many 
Christians t h 

They may 
bors, a n d I 
example . 

j'vVe have to come up with iiew 
ways t o b u i l d c o m m u n i t y — I h n i -

we! haven't done it." 

people are better 
nan I r ea l i ze , 1 t h ink . 

belawful nice as neigh-
d o n ' t k n o w it , for 

" B u t t h e radical t e a c h i n g o f 
Jesus is t o l a v e y o u r enemies . 

That's w h e r e rjiost o f us fa l l d o w n 
as Christ ians. 

."That's tr ie 
teachings. 

cutting edge of his 

" I f it c o m e s d o w n t o l ik ing 

those who like us, then it's easy." 

Rochester Catholics rely heavily on their own 
consciences in -making • moral decisions and are 
bothered by loneliness arid a. y'loss of Catholic 

, ident i ty." 

These are the rnost significant conclusions to" be 
/drawn f rom data released this^. week from a recent 
survey taken in the diocese as; part of the1 Time of 
Renewal. ' fij: 

'o ' ' ' t>~ 

Interviewers for the survey found that only a 
minority of Catholics (23.7 per cent) expect "clear 
c u t d i r e c t i v e s l i k e t h e C h u r c h u s e d t o h a v e " o n m o r a l 

questions. - . « : • • . • > 

. • Most Catholici would prefer "guidelines . . 
r e l a t e d t o . m o d e m r e a l i t y " ( 2 7 . 8 p e r c e n t ) o r " C h u r c h 

opinions . . . most Catholics will accept" (T7.6 per 
c e n t ) ' p r " o w n c b n i s c j e n c e " - ( 2 1 . 4 p e r c e n t ) . 

'' ' • * 
This means that Catholics, for a long t ime 

thought to be quite subservient to authority figures;? 
have declared-their independence' f rom, rigid and 
dogmatic opinions. ' 

Much of Jthis can be traced to the Church's spirit 
o f s e l f - e x a m i n a t i o n f n t h e y e a r s s i n c e V a t i c a n U. 

. '< • • i I 
* • i 

There is however, a disturbing side to this new 
openness, • I 

The survey, found that thbse who indicated the 
most reliance on theippwn corfecierices had what the 
analysts called " low Catholic consciousness." 

These are the people who feel that being a 
"good ̂ Christian"1 has l i t t le t a d o wi th being ~a "good 
Catholic," The survey also found that those wi th a 
' h i g h C a t h o l i c - c o n s c i o u s n e s s w e r e h i g h l y i n v o l v e d i n 

parish activit ies. ~' ; 

Interviewers for the survey also found what they 
c a l l e d " l o s s - o f C a t h o l i c i d e n t i f y " w h i l e d o i n g t h e i r ' 

research. 
! 

T h i s d r y p h r a s e is t h e s o c i o l o g i s t s ' w a y o f s a y i n g 

many Catholics feel that their parishes are isolated 
f rom the Church at large, and that the Chusch itself is 

out of touch with' society. • . | 
. . this j alienation from the Church was more 

p r o n o u n c e d a m o n g C a t h o l i c s " l i n d e . r 2 9 , t h e s u r v e y 

reported/but comments on the problem. "came frdm 
a l l a g e g i t o u p s . " -, ' - • 

A recent survey of the pastors of the 
C a y u g a C o u n t y a r e a i n d i c a t e s t h e r e is 
movement toward- parish counci ls an'ch 
steering committees, says Father John 
Hayes regional Coordinator for Cayuga 
and Seneca Counties. ' 

E a c h p a s t o r h a s b e e n a b l e t o p r o v i d e 

names of aualified people td Svork with 
t h e r e g i o n i n t h e a r e a s o f l i t u r g y , h u m a n 

development, and • education- Resource i 
people are beginning t o surface. 

Father Have* 
coordinator. 

education; - ft 
A l p h o n s u s j 

Will* Billot^ 
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Sister Ellen W^rd heads 

ajther Idward Palurnbos of S t 
p a r i s h , l i t u r g y , , - a r i d - F a t h e r 

of Sacred Heart, humeri 

. Fajher Haye,s pointed ou t i t Is hoped lay 
leadership w i l.» be developed) to assume* 
some of these chairs. Now h£ feels fie- is 
reaching the lay; level as ,nam|5yare.4?eing 
suggested frprh parishes " f o r '•• var ious; 
committees. 

on He-has beeh^cal i ing - . . ,. 
found tfeem very -cordfa! and K 
.in discussing tegionlUsm. The^ 
whafcthe Church wants.done,,h 
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recognize the value,-expressed in Vatican 
I I , of the voice of the laity and are wi l l ing 
to listen. 

Training teams are in the process of 
b e i n g f o r m e d b y S i s t e r E l l e n W a r d . T h e s e 

teams will assist parishes in forming parish 
c o u n c i l s . , -

T - a t h e r H a y e s h a s n o t b e e n i n t o x r e h " 

directly with the laity to reflect how 
regionalism is being received; i t wi l l be. 
necessary, he says" to wait unt i l a regional 
conference meeting to assess this. 

P e o p l e a r e r e s p o n d i n g t o a c h a n c e t o r 
g r e a t e r p a r t i c i p a t i o n , h e s a i d , c i t i n g a s a 

good example, the regional l i turgy 
w o r k s h o p h e l d r i n X u b u r n d u r i n g . J a n u a r y . 

Progreis has begun i|ri the area of the 
h u m a r ! ( ; . d e v e l o p m e n t c o m m i t t e e ; s e v e r a l 

parisihes -have hurr ian d e v e l o p m e n t 
committees funct ioning. 

• : ' ' , * ' * ' . - • ' ' 

' The area is in the process-- of drawing 
from parish councils membership for a 
regional conference. Representatives f rom 
each, parish wi l l gp then for a t p u n t y wide 
m e e t i n g t ha t even tua l l y w i l l f i n d 
representation on the pastoral courici l of 
the diocese. 
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