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An Almoit Event 
l t «J idn ' t h a p p e n " b u t , i t a l m o s t . d i d a n d t h i s g ives 

rise to some gnawihg doubts about how things are 
b e i n g d o n e in W a s h i n g t o n . 

W e "have a p r e s i d e n t w h o s e o p p o s i t i o n t o 
a b o r t i o n o n d e m a n d ha£ been w i d e l y n o t e d a n d 
w h i c h has g i v e n hear t to* pro- l i fe rs . Bu t d e s p i t e . h i s 
s e n t i m e n t and n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g t h a t he is i ndeed a 
p o w e r f u l ' .chief e x e c u t i v e , a Sup reme C o u r t , t h a t 
supposed ly , f i t s h is p h i l o s o p h y , ru les t h a t l i be ra l i zed 
a b o r t i o n i b e t he law* er f* the l a n d . 

A l so to3 be cons ide red in th i s pa radox i ca l w e b is 
t he d e p a r t m e n t o f H e a l t h , Educa t i on a n d W e l f a r e 
w h i c h is c u t t i n g back p rog rams i n t e n d e d t o h e l p t h e 
p o o r o f t h e count ry . " 'Msg ' r . Lawrence J. C o r c o r a n , 
e x e c u t i v e secretary o f Ca tho l i c Char i t i es , t o l d 
Re l ig ious News Serv ice t h a t m o t e t h a n 200 p rog rams 
fo r 10,000 needy f a m i l i e s w i l l b e a d v e r s e l y . a f f e c t e d 
by t h e K 0 W p lans . 

& ' 
N o w w h e n t h e P r e s i d e n t ! wan ts t o get t o u g h 

a b o u t bucjget H E W goes a l o n g w i t h h i m . Bu t th is 
same HEW c a m e v e r * c lose t o s e n d i n g a " f i l m 
p r o m o t i n g l ega l i zed a b o r t i o n " [ t o schoo l s , co l leges 
and o r g a n i z a t i o n s reques t i ng i | . 

The p lan was s c o t c h e d a t t h e last m i n u t e a f te r a 
v iew ing" by H E W f o p o f f i c i a l s , a c c o r d i n g t o U n i t e d 

^Press I n t e r n a t i o n a l . B u t t h e p r o j e c t h a d p r o c e e d e d t o 

' . the p o i n t ' w h e r e i t h a d been p r e m i s e d t o m o r e t h a n 
850 o r g a n i z a t i o n s a n d e d u c a t i o n a l sys tems a n d H E W 
had t o e x p l a i n t o t h e m t h a t i t w o u l d n o t , a f te r a-14, b e 

, d i s t r i b u t i n g t h e f i l m . 

The f i l m , , a repo r t o n t h e f i n d i n g s o f t h e 
President 's C o m m i s s i o n o n P o p u l a t i o n C o n t r o l , was 

. v i r t u a l l y t he /Same ' o n e w h i c h th ree . . t e lev i s ion n e t 
works r e j e c t e d b u t w h i c h was r i m by ' Pub l i c 
B r o a d c a s t i n g Serv ices o u t l e t s . 

Cos t i ng $170,000, i t was p r o d u c e d p r i y a t e l y . 

according to UPI, and HEW had intended to buy and 
d i s t r i b u t e i t . , .. 

I t d i d n ' t h a p p e n b u t t he f a c t t h a t i t a l m o s t o!id 
makes o n e w o n d e r how. t h e Pres iden t w ie l ds his 
a u t h o r i t y — he seems ab le t o " g e t t o u g h " w i t h t h e 

; poor, but stands aside On the pro-life issues. > 
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iTn Letteid 

No Polish Joke 
A n y b o d y prone t o te l l i ng "Po l ish j okes " shou ld sit 

d o w n and read abou t N icho las Copern icus w h o was 
born 500 years ago ih a l i t t l e Pol ish t o w n he ca l led " t h e 
mos t remote corner o f t he w o r l d . " 

Sut f r o m th is out -o f - the-way vantage po in t , and , 
before the te lescope was i n v e n t e d , he took , a l ook a t 
the w o $ d t ha t even tua l l y changed h is tory. He was t he 
f i rs t man t o cha l lenge t h e be l ie f t h a t t he ear th f o r m e d 
the c e n t r a l p o i n t o f t he universe. His in f l uence o n the 
th i nk i ng o f scientists f o l l o w i n g h i m , such as Gal f leo , 

•Kepler and f ^ew ton , is immeasurab le . 

But , as Rel ig ious News Service po in ts o u t , 
Copern icus ach ieved in many o ther fields.* For ins tance, 
he was a physician, an economist, an authority on 
C a n o n * L a w and served as secretary t o his u n c l e , a 
Catho l ic b ishop. 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , C o p e r n i c u s ' ideas fe l l - in to s o m e 

disrepute for a spell, but now all recognize his genius 
a n d c e l e b r a t i o n s a r e t a k i n g p l a c e a r o u n d t h e w o r l d t o 

commemorate his birth. 
In his name all "Polish joke" aficjionado$ should 

call it quits, for at least the next 500 years. 

Letters to Hiditor 
7 

Ah, those letters to the editor. We love them. 
There are t w o m a i n reasons f o r th is A f f e c t i o n . First , 
th is page p rov ides a f o r u m . . f o r t h e t h o u g h t s o f 
c o n c e r n e d Ca tho l i c s o f a l l s t r i pes t h r o u g h o u t t h e 

.d iocese . S e c o n d , t h e let ters c o n s t i t u t e one^ o f t h e 
best- read fea tu res in th i s o r any newspaper . 

Late ly w e h a v e h a d a surp lus o f le t te rs a n d ap 
p rec ia te t h i s s ince i t is an, i n d i c a t o r t h a t p e o p l e are 
read ing t h e Cour ie r m o r e c lose ly a n d also t h e y are 
forming opinions on Church operations. 

Please excuse us if your letters have appeared 
letter t h a n y o u m a y have e x p e c t e d ; vvfe are t r y i n g t o 
get -as m a n y d i f f e r e n t w r i t e r s o n tjhese pages as 
poss ib le . T r y t o l i m i t t h e n u m b e r o f le t ters y o u o f f e r 
and also t o obse rve t h e rules p r i n t e d e l s e w h e r e - o n 
t h i s ' p a g e . Th is w i l l g i ve m o r e readers a c h a n c e t o 
express t h e i r o p i n i o n s . 

* ' 
"B.e c!elar, .corfcise, s t i ck t o y o u r point- a n d p r a c t i c e 

v the g o o d : tas te t h a t makes y o u r o p i n i o n m o r e ef-
• f e e t i v e . B u t , m o s t o f a l l , " D o n ' t f q r g e t t o w r i t e . " 

Editor: 

Re: the Bisho^iand Priest^ 
Statement. 

Did you know that the original 
letter sent to the priests had a 
postcard enclosed (for con
venience, of course) which the 
priest could use w return his 
s gnature? . 1 - j 

Did you see the (February 1973 
issue o f D i rec tor of Corr\-
niunicat ions Jam^s Noonan's •> 
"Pastoral Corr tmlnts" whic lL , 
repeated the state^nent (with a 
tuaf-off to be returned visJtrT 
s gnature) because |k>me priests 
had not received..tne first letter 
and our Director of Com
municat ions noted that the 
response to datel was "over-
Whelming"? Signing was not 
njiandatory — |>ut the two items 
mentioned have the[ear marks of 
subtle arm twisting m you pardon 
the mixed metapncM 

Rev. Eugene IH. McFarland 
St. Patrick's Church 

Maceddn,N.Y., 14502 

i 
A Role 
For Deacons 
Editor: ••"• ^ 

i Bishop Hogan's; words about 
' 'Deacons," temporary ana" 
permanent, [Courier-Journal 2-28-
73] left me with tfii's conviction. 
Today's needs are probably not 
going to be met with the kind of 
service which junqtioned so well 
in the primitive Church of the 
Apostolic Age. ; I 

I*,, Haven't jayrnen and women 
r°shown'that they are competent to 

distribute- Holy Communion to 
ddr churches today? Would it be 
at all contrary to the practice of 
the Churclj* to have the laity 
perform- marriages " in the name 
<j>f the Church'?! Can «tt be 
scandalous for Catholic men and 
women to bring Viaticum to the 
dying, and to officiate at funeral 
and buriaj services? If the laity 
can 'share these sacramental 
duties- with "deacons," who will 
never be ordained priests or 
bishops, is there! any realistic 
need for such "deacons'? Here, I 
am assuming-that competence 
and aptitude are the criteria to 
distinguish laity from deacons, a 
matter of "ex opere operato," not 
''ex opere pperantis/' 

When the TwelyejApostles (AA 
6:1-6) sought full time for "prayer 
and ministry of the word," they 

had *he,; cdmmurtlty appoint 
deacons t o serve »<|he tables of 

Joth the Greek-speaking and the 
Jewish-Christian Widows. In our 
day is rrt not fbossible and 
necessary for the Church to add 
to the usual duties of deacons 
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*IS IT A BEAUTIFUL COUNTRV, MAOTsM? BELIEVE ME. 
THERE'S ONLY QUE PLACE AS BEAUTIFUL, AW I 
6EE SO/AEONE WHO CAN FILL V0U IN ON THAT/* 

pllitou 

two' others, namely, prime 
teachers and preachers? Make 
deacons uniaue apologists for, 
defenders of the faith, if you wil l . 
They wil l become in the eyes of 
the world and its ears, too, in
structors in the Holy Scriptures, 
demonstrating that Jesus was the 
Messiah, the world's only Saviour. 
Preaching in the early days of 
Christianity was intended for non-
beTievers. Non-lbelievers are more 
likely to be found on street 
comers, in bars, in the jails and 
hospitals and the like than in 
frdnt of church pulpits. So let the 
new deacons *be trained to go 
forth and catch the fish as Peter 
would "have them do. 

In sjiort if deacons are to bring 
a new .character and respon
sibility to theiir office. Jet them 
"try men's souls" .in this soul-. 
destroying world! ' 

JoHinJ.A.OmI*n<fer 
2011 Wimbledon Road 

Rochester, N.Y. 

'Professionals9 

Defended 
Editor. 

Regarding Father Cuddy's 
column, 3/7/73, we would like to 
make the following comments: 

1) We do not consider the 
presence of "professionalism-" in 
Religious Education and the local 
church as "family" to be mutually 
exclusive. 

2) We are grateful to the 
Courier-Journall staff for pa.ft 
coverage of our efforts and 
meetings. Evidently, there is 

further need for clarification of 
our role in the teaching mission 
of the Church. 

The Association of 
Religious Educators, 

Executive Committee 

Bishop Joseph L. Hogan 
Presicjfeht 

' 1 j * 
A n t h o n y J. G o s t e l l o 

General Manager 

C a r m e n J.i Y i g l u c c i 

' Edifof , . 
• l r 

Rev. Louis J. H oh man 
. Episcopal Advisor 
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Time to Fix 
Injustices ' 

Editor: 

'The time of Indian justice is 
here," the last line in Father 
Wi l l iam O'Connell's Special 
Report, "Why Wounded Knee" 
March 14, is so true. The Indians 
nave become unwilling wards of 
our government, which refuses to 
let them lead their own lives. The 
injustices perpetrated on the 
American Indians for over 200 
years include broken treaties 
stolen land, deliberate massacres' 
starvation, and finally wards of 
the government. They were 
forced to live on the worst un
productive land in this country 
called reservations, and yet, even 
today the white men still find 
ways to take the land away from 
the Indians. -

The State JayNcees adopted a 
statewide pro ject ' named 
"American Indian Awareness" in 
October 1971. Most chapters 
throughout the state are just 
starting this project, because it 
has taken over a -year to do 
research, .compile facts,, and to 
get all facets of this project ready 
for operation. Letters are being 
sent to high officials Jo have the 
BIA investigated and abolished to 
be replaced by a Federal Indian 
Commission responsible to the 
President o f the U.S.; letters are 
being sent to major motion 
picture ^tudios and televison 
networks t o produce 'docu
mentaries on the Indian way 
of life, his culture, his religion, 
and his contributions' to- thfs 

country, and to cast Indians in 
Indian roles. These are just two 
facets of this project; there is/' 
much more to be done and I feel, 
.with public support behind-us, we 
can restore ft-hi;, rightful place 
the proud American Indian-

If anyone is interested in 
helping with this project and the 
American Indians, please .contact 
your local JayNcee chapter or if •-
you haven't a chapter, write to 
me. 

JaneCXMara 
Waterloo JayNcee 

17 Clark St. 
Waterloo, N.Y. 13165 

Classmates 
Are Sought 
Editor: 

The Class ef 1928 df Aquinas 
-Instjfute will hold a 35th reunion 

May 16 at the Party House, of 
the 213 in the original class the 
committee has accounted for all 
but 17 and is anxious to have 
information on. them: • 

t 
Anyone knowing the 

whereabouts of Arthur J.BoIand. 
John J. Butler, Harold J. Carbone, 
Charles R, Carman/Charles R . 
Cook, John W. Conway,Thomas J. 7 

Dunbar, Charles, h Foos, John D. 
Koehler, Robert H. Koehler, 
Armand J. Lamay, Robert A. 
Orlando, Joseph A. Ritz, Mary A. 
Ryan, John F. Sca'ncarella, Ralph 
E. Slayton, Roy G. Walker should 
call co-chairmen Peter Cody at 
32^6843 or Joe Kuder at 436-
5725. 

Bernard H. Florack 
169 Brookview Drive 

Rochester, N.Y. 14617 

Opinions to the editor 
should be addressed; Letter to 
the Editor, Courter-lournal, 
Richford Building, 67 Chestnut 
St./ Rochester, N.Y- 14604. 
.They should be no longer that 
1 1/2 pages, typed double-
spaced. Names and addresses 
should be included. We paper 
reserves the right to edit all 
fetters. " . "....' 


