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Q, 

C o n t i n u e d f r o m P a g e l 

C o m m u n i o n a second t i m e o j j t h e 

same day. ' -
The Ins t ruc t ion states that 

there are various- .circifmstances 
j r i wh i ch a lack : o f suff ic ient 
ministers f o r ' t h e d is t r ibut ion of 
,Holy Commun ion t a n occur. It 
m igh t happen dur ing Mass, for 
example, because of the size of a 
congregat ion , or a part icular 
d i f f i cu l ty in wh i ch a celebrant 
f inds himsel f , or outs ide of Mass 
when the nymbe'r of sick in 
hospitals and similar institutions 
requires mahy ministers. 

Local bishops can designate 
this facu l ty to auxi l iary bishops, 
episcopal vicars, and episcopal 
delegates, and may even permi t 
indiv idual priests t o appo in t a 
sujtable pefscin "who* i n cases of 

genu l ine necess i t y w o u r d 

distribute Holy Communion tor a 
specif ic occas ion. " 

The Instruct ion states that 
these facult ies are granted on l y 
for the spir i tual good of the fa i th 

f u l and for cases o f necessity. 
Thus, "priests are -to remember 
that they ace not thereby excused 
f rom the task" o f d is t r ibut ing the 
Eucharist t o the fa i th fu l i . . and 
especial ly f r o m tak ing and g iv ing 
it to the sick." 

In the. United States, the 
p r a c t i c e o f d e s i a n a t i n g ex
traordinary ministers o f Com
m u n i o n has b e e n , g r o w i n g 
steadily since 1970 w h e n i t was 
first author ized by the Vat ican. 

The second major sect ion of 
the Instruct ion Increases the 
number o f occasions when the 

fa i th fu l m a y receive 

twice in the same 4 
o m m u n i o n 

Jr. High Merger 
By BARBARA M O Y N E H A N 

/Lth the acceptance by 
' par ishioners , t h e dec is ion process 

is complete;' the; junior high 
• classes o t Ellessed S a c r a m e n t a n d 
% John, i1um&9l$V5t. w i l l merge, 

members had! many calls and 
letters, Biche said, ca l l ing it t h e 

greatest outside participation of 
B a n y dec is ion e v e r m a d e b y t h e 

parish council. 
in both 

• in September at St.' John's. 

Blessed S a c r a A e n t ' s 
m e m b e r par ish c o u n c i l / Sunday! 

afternoon, voted unanimously to 
"go ahead w i t h the p j lo t project,* 
reported the courici l 's ' president, 

qjll ' Biche. , • i ' 

St. John's n - m e m b e r school 
board accepted the p lan a few 
hou rs la te r . Fred B e n w a y , 
president of t he ' school -board 

, said, " I t was passed in a 10-to-T 
vo te . " ' s#. 

Both parishes held meetings 
las.t'week t o in form, the parish at 

large' o f t h e p l a n ; for a year o f 
• cooperat ion. that w o u l d consist o f ' 

i n s t r u c t i n g 102 Blessed 
Sacrament' ' junior high 'students 
w i t h St. John's 95, at St. John's-. 

The final decision lay with the 
parishes. 

Dur ing the intervening week 
the parishioners - h a d t h e op 
por tun i ty t o register the i r op in ion , 

of the • pilot project wiuVschoolV 

board or parish counc i l memjbers. 

B lessed Sae j£men$ c o u n c i l 

Dissenting op in ion 

parishes grew.S6ut of concern TOr 
w h a t w i l l c o m e a f te r th is y e a r o f 

18- e66p6 fau6r l 

A petition signed by 25 Blessed 
Sacrament Families expressed 
fear tha t th is was the f irst step 

toward closing the school. They 
were reassured tha t t he purpose 
was just the opposite., 

/ 
Calls t o St. John's school board 

members were few, Benway said, • 
and main ly showed concern " n o t 
for th is year but for what comes 
next year." 

The next step. Biche and 
Benway agreed, is fo rm ing the 
jo in t jur i ior h igh school board, 
wh i ch w i l l have f i ve members 

from each school participating )n 
this pilot project and one 
member from St. Boniface, which 
hopes t b be in on later conT 

sol idat ion plans. 

The f i ve members w i l l be t h e -
pastor and pr inc ipa l , d»e- present 4 

school board thember, one parent 
*6f ja student invo lved in the 
consol idated jun io r h igh , ant* one 

: member f r o m t h e jparisl> a t large. 

The Church's cur rem discipl ine 
of H o l y C o m m u n i o n ©pee a d a y is 
a general no rm t o wHich several 
exceptions are already! permi t ted. 
M o r e o v e r , d i o c e s a | b i shops 
current ly enjoy the fight, under 
certain cond i t i ons / to dispense 
i n d i v i d u a l s a n d i c o m m u n i t i e s 
f r o m t h e d i s c i p l i n e w h e n 
requested t o do so on a part icular 
occasion. i ! 

• i 

The new legislation! specifies a 
number of additional occasions 
when Ho ly Comrrjunuon can be 

received.more than fince a day, 
inc lud ing Masses i n | wh i ch the 
Sacraments of Baptism, Con-

. f i r rnat ion. Ano in t ing hi the Sick, 
Sacred Orders and Mat r imony are 
administered,, and \ (Masses at 
wh i ch some members of the 
corigregation are making their 
f irst Commun ion . I 

It states, moreover, that in 
addi t ion t o the instances spelled 
o u t in the Inst ruct ion, l o c a l ' 
bishops may grant permission to 
receive Holy Comml in ion tw ice 
in the same day eacjn t ime they 

judge i t t ruly just i f ied. 

The Instruction states, 
however, tha t the npfhn by wh ich 
the fa i th fu l are permi t ted to 
receive Holy Commun ion on ly 
once a day may n o t l p e set aside 
" m e r e l y " f r o m r f jo t ives o f 

devotion." 

In its third majcfii point, the 
I n s t r u c t i o n ' r e d h c e s ' t r ie 
Eucharistic fas t - for pae sick a n d 

J l * 

[reduces the 

the elderly. 

the new legislatio 
Eucharistic fast f ror | i food and 
alcohol ic dr ink tor approximately 

one quarter of ari lour for the 
fo l low ing : : | » 

—This sick in Incfepitals or in 
their own; homes, ev^n if they are 
nqt conf inde t o bfed„ 

" ' ' ' ! " 
—The faithful^advanced in age 

wfo ipust" remain]' at home 
because of age or w n p are l iv ing 

a /home for th& aked. 

-Sick priests,', even if not 
cohf ined t o bed), and elderly 

priests, who wish to celebrate 
Muss or receive Holy Com-

muniort. 

and 
rel 

Persons look ing after the sick 
the aged as wej l as those 

jatives of t he sicki and aged 
wishing to. rece ive ; Holy Com-
milimon with trf?m, whenever 

are* unable to1 observe the 
o f * ,one hour w i thou t ia-

convert ience. 

Principal Points 
Of New Instruction 

On March 29 1973, the Vatican's Congregat ion^forthe Discip l ine 

of the sacraments' issued a new instruction for Catholiqs.CQnceming 
reCePtiOn Of l iOly C o m m u n i o n . Fo l lowing a r e t h e m a i n p o i n t s o f this 
document as they pertain to the Uni ted States, 

1 Individual bishops on their o w n in i t ia t ive, can pe rm i t the 
distr ibut ion of Holy Communion by persons other than priests, in
c luding religious, lay men, and lay women . The practrce itself has 
been permit ted since 1969, when author ized by t h e Ho ly See in 
response to a request f rom a national conference o f bishops. The 
practice is already fairly common in the Un i ted States, where the 
bishops' conference received Vat ican author izat ion fo r i t some three 
years ago. 

2 Holy Communion can be received tw ice in the same day by 
persons attending a second Mass for a special occas ion. Examples of 
special occasions include Baptisms, Conf i rmat ions, weddings, or
dinations and funerals. However, Commun ion may n o t be received a 

second time in the same day simply for reasons of piety or devotion. 

3 The Sick and the agedare now required t o fast f r o m f o o d and 
alcoholic drink for a quarter of an hour before receiv ing Holy 
Communion — a reduction f rom the previous-requirements of an 
hour's fasting. The requirement of fasting for an hou r remains in 
effect for persons who are not sick or aged. 

4. Guidelines are established t o ensure proper reverence in 
r e c e i v i n g Holy Communion in the hand where it.is permitted. The 
practice is not permit ted in the Uni ted States. In approx imate ly 15 
countries throughout the wor ld Roman Cathol ics d o have permission 
to receive Holy Communion in the hand. However, t h iTp rac t i ce has 
not been authorized in the Uj i i ted States, and the s i tuat ion fn this 
country is not changed by. the new document . 
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Bridal Gift Registry 
is a. b e a u t i f u l b e g i n n i n g f o r t h e 

prospective bride. To help V6U p1ar\ ffif 
the future, we offer many special services. 
L i k e t h e B r i d a l R e g i s t r y . . . f o r l i s t i n g 

your china, silver, crystal and homeware 
preferences. Simply fill in the registration 
card to help yoiir friends choose an ap
propriate gift for you — and avoid 
duplication. 

For your wedding . . . invitations, lofty 
cakes, bridal gowns, attendants' dresses, 
Mom's dresses, everything for' your 
trousseau. 

Preserve the charm of traditional dining 
4 elegance with Aynsleyl's Indian Tree 

pattern 5-pc. placesetting,$45. Waterford 
: Kinsale goblet, $11 each. McCurdy's Bridal 

Registry Fifth Floor, Midtovvn; also' at 
L o n g R i d g e . • - . • . - • . ' • - ; > 
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