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The 
By BARBARA MOYNEHAN 

- The future of religious sisters is 
. strong, though the form as we 

have always known it may 
change, says the president of the 
Archd iocese o f N e w York's Sisters 

of Charity. 
Sister Margaret Dowling flew 

here in the snow storm of Sunday, 
M a r c h 1 8 , t o address t h e Sisters o f 

Mercy at their "Women in 
Ministry" day. More than 150 
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1 In the fi | ld of education. 
as a n e l e m e n t a r y school 

principal and cujrrieulum directpr 
L\rchdiocese of New ;VoMt. 

As d social {.orker, she was 
invo lved in East jHar lem^with Fal l 

Circles Associates, a/", prografri 
established to make ine mission. 
of the Church felt in the ghetjto 
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sisters f rom throughout the 
diocese braved the Bliz2ard to 
attend the day of seminars and 
discussion at Mercy 
Motherhouse. 

In a quick interview after her 
talk. Sister Margaret said, "The 
future of religious sisters is strong 
because I feel there is a strong 
future for women living in 
community." 

She admits she doesn't know 
what form the future com­
munities will take. "New kinds of 
membership may develop," she 
said, explaining that, "just as 
sisters are being part of lay groups 
now, many lay people would like 

t o speak t o othjer" congregat io i s . 

of nuh£ about their place in t ie 
- post -Vat ican I I C h u r c h . | 

Frorri her discussions wi th 
many communities around the -. 

—country, Sister| Margaret hps 
found that sisters are concerned 
about the need jio come t o terrns 
with ministry and contemplation 
in today's wofld and today's 
Church. 

"In tne past vyje have spoken of 
our work, or our apostolate, ar d 
how we speak jpf ministry," ex­
plained the petite nun, defining 
ministry as a;coptemplative sty e 
of life,rincluding more than wo k 
and service, with roots in faith 
and a faith community." 

As an aside, she told the siste rs 
that ihe believes ordinaticn 
should! be available to womei, 
but added, "I fee!l we have a lot of 
other work to d 
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'Tod often sisters working in |a 
new mjnistrv,such as jail worker 
drug counselling, are spinning 
off from their Community," she 
said. .! 

What is needed, advised Sister 
Margaret, is fo r tjhe c o m m u n i t y t p 

Cardinal Mindszenty 
Invited to Rochester 

Mayor Stephen May revealed 
recently that he has extended an 
invitation to Josef Cardinal 
Mindszenty of Hungary to visit 
Rochester during his trip to the 
U n i t e d States th is Fal l . 

M a y .said Rochester w o u l d b e 
honored, to host this "great 

church leader'and humanitarian 
w h o s e courageous leadership in 

the cause of Hungarian in* 
dependence and rel igious 
freedom is deeply admired by all 

of all oppressed 
indiv idual and 

struggle 
tyranny o 

i Americans. He is an inspiration to significance. 
& all who believe in freedom, , 

justice 'and the right to self-
determination/' 

bravel struggle 
peop es for | 
religious f r e e d o m and fun­
damenta l human rights aire 

matters of great, concern to tpe 
people of Rochester. The car-

dinars presence and messake 
would, of course, bring great 
inspiration to! our Hungarian 
community and the. many 
Roch'ester iansf w h o S e e t h n i c 

heritage maKjes the current 
amst communist 

great personal l 

Cardinal Mindszenty spent 15 
years a s " a p o l i t i c a l ex i te i n t h e 

American Embassy in his native 
Budapest until he went to Rome 
at Pope Paul's reauest in 1971. 
His visij is expected to take place 
in September or October. 

The mayor's invitation was 
conveyed through Hungarian 
church leaders in New Jersey who 
are arranging the cardinal's tour. 

May said that the "welfare of 
the Hungarian people and the 

N O T IME WASTED 

Aid f rom Catho l ic Rel ief 
Services to help reconstruct' 
Managua after the redeht 
devastating earthquake began 
almost immediately. Sixteen tiays 
after the- disaster occurred, ORS 

"sent its first shipment of 
rebu i ld ing supp l i es t o t n e c a p i t a l 

city of Nicaragua — $25j000 
worth p f Hammers, nails, shovefi 
and wheelbarrows. 

May expressed confidence thjat 
Cardinal-Mindszenty will receij/e 
t h e T 'k ind o f w a r m , h e r o ' s 

welcome which he has earnkl 
through his heroic commitment 
to the church land the tjause ' 

support every sister in her work 
whether it is teaching third grade 
or counselling drug "addicts. And 

each sister must be accountable 
to her community, and must 

share her new insights with thjs 
congregation. 

Photos by Barbara Moynehan 
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work with a neighborhood ecumenical council. | 
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human freedom, and in keeping 
with I the - spec ia l bonds or irn"We can't ke 
friendship and blood between the $jngs up," she 
Sf°!2f!!« o f I; Hungary :aijid yviththe corp 

She went so far as to sa\ 
"unless one's involvement in new 
ministries is supported by the 
community and is rooted in a 
faith community, the work is not 
ministry." 

• . r 
Stressing the importance df 

"corpora te ministry ," Sister 
Margaret pointed out, that in the 

past nuns had a pattern to live by, 
and life was easier " N o w w e are 
challenged to believe and trust 
that sisters w h o are do ing 
something different than our 
work, are truly trying to respond 
in faith to Cod's word." I 

i 
I 

She said confusion has ariseri 
over . congregational c o m ­
mitment. "Are we committed to 
so many schools," she asked 
parenthet ica l ly , "or are wfe 
committed to the Lord and the 
people of God?" ' I 

" W e must cqnre t o a n e w v i e w 
of our ministry as rooted in faith., 
and call on people to take hold Of 
their own lives. Therefore," she 
continued, "we must be called 
Into the issues of oppression anjd 
justice." 

But t o this Sister o f Char i ty , 

who has taught school as well 45 
worked in the streets of Harlenji, 
t h e ministry o f just ice is n o t 

Separate from education o!r 
hospital work or any work already 
being done. "It is part and parcel 
of everything we are doing." | 
, "But," she explained, "we have 

.- to look beyond our own school to 
' quest ion e d u c a t i o n in genera!), 

and beyond the care of one 
'• pa t ient t o t h e r w h o l e m e d i c a l 

system." ' . \ 

ourselves tjo social, change. W e 
must relate to injustice." 

It was religious sisters who 

Started many of America's first 
hospitals as works of mercy but 

"we are in a1 different society than 
our sisters who started hospitals," 
Sister Margaret explained, and 
this to her means ^that today's 
sisters must turn their attention to 
shaping the society of the future. 

The best tool; they have to use 
in that woric, according to the nun 

from Brooklyn, is their com-, 
munity, their corporate ministry. 

"We" have' the obligation to 

preach the gospel and Vie 
obl igat ion to chal lenge' t^e 

government if it is not responding 
to the needs of the people*," 
which may lead to the use of'their 
corporate ministry as "lobbying 
powe^ior the needs of 4he poor. 
Not by demanding particulars,, 
she said, "but by keeping people 
and legislators knowledgeable of 
the needs of the poor." 
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THIS NIGHT 
MEDICATED CLEANSER 

Fir a very limited time, you can otftalrf an expensive 
medicated skin cleanser for only 50c, This 50c value is 
substantially lower than the retail price planned for this 
pfoduct. f 
T H I S N I G H T Medicated Cleanser contains a special blend 
ojf oil dissolvents and cleansing agents that works so 
thoroughly ft even removes facial oil and dirt that 
ordinary -soap and water can leave behind. Also contains 
medication to. Kejp control pimples and acne. " 
Fpr the present'time, this liquid cleanser may be 

purchased only through the mail. 

n ftyease forward one bottle of T H I S N I G H T Medicated Cleartter to: 1 
N a m e . 

Street . 

C'Xy. 
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.2! lb Code _ 

Sjendnoupon and 504 in tfoin to: Vick, Manufacturing Div„ 
0 . Box H Hatbqro. Pa. 19040 «0 . . _ _ _ \ , J 
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