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Above, F a t h e r Gerald Connor, director 
of vocations a t Becket Hall gives a 
final.puff on the baljoon he 's prepar-

Mass held March 
Sullivan, far left, 

ing for the chi ldren 's 
11. Seminarian Mike 
pedals off to! enjoy the spring weather 
while, l'eft^ his c l a s smate Bill -Week-

erly fights off spring fever to complete 
" his study of sociology. 
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TEXT AMD PHOTOS 
BY SUSAN McKEMNEY 

A behind the scene look a t seminary 
life w a s given 64 high school boys who 

f spent the weekend of Feb". 20-25 a t a re
treat , a t Becket Hal l . The re t rea t , one of a 
se r ies a t Becket , a imed a t giving the young 

• . . a look at the often j unseen 

activities of seminarians." 

meji a look a t the often unseen activities of 
seminar ians . , 

Seminarians and high.school students 
ce lebra ted t h e l i turgy, a religious aspect of 
the seminary; assisted ,in the cleaning and 
responsibili t ies of Becket Hall; and took 
part in the varied recreational activities of 
the seminary . 

T o help the visitors ge t the most out of 
their visit discussion and study sessions 
also w.efe heloT.-The f i rs t twojof five sma l l 

group discussions con^ntrafed. on irnvr-
personal relationship's. The las t th ree d i s -
#issions pertained to prayer ^nd the Spirit
ual life. 
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The goal of t h e re t rea t s is to keep some 
contact with boys in hi,?h school who arje 

interested in the leaderf of the priesthood, 
according to F a t h e r Gerald T. Connor, di-

ocesqri vocations director. The retreat 
igives the high school boys an insight intp 
how the seminar ians , who a re college stu
dents a t St.. John Fisher,1 live. Many people!, 
said JFather Connor, arej aware of the role 
religion plays in the life of those studying 
for t h e priesthood. However, few realiz^ 
the friendships, activities, and responsibilT 

ities which the seminar ians share . . , 
Re t rea t s held by Becket Hall va ry iri_ 

their emphas is . Some a re oriented toward 
religion while others a r e socially oriented. 
The social re t rea t s , one of which is sched
uled for Memoria l Day Weekend, give boys 
a chance to ta lk one to one with seminar i 
ans . On.soc ia l r e t r ea t s seminar ians and 
other s tudents enjoy athletics, sports , cook
ing trieir own food; "recreation, have daily-
prayi j r and p l an the l i turgy themselves . 

Scfiisfl p r o g r a m s a r e less s t ructured than 
the. rejigious . re t reats . Social r e t r ea t s a r e an 
opportunity for those involved to live as a 

community together, 
The most r ecen t such r e t r e a t a t Christ

m a s gave boys an afternoon a t the CVO 
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followed by Mask and isjupper, a t Becket 
Hall^The life of Becket seminar ians is var
ied. S e r e is the religious - dimension, 
sprinlSted with athletics; friendships;: and 
demanding college classes. And now and 
then an original underta lang, such as the 
children's Mass Held a t the hall Sunday, 
March 11. The Mass, held tor children -of \ 
families who regularly at tend services 
there was a largi 
Becket 's seminaricins who responded over
whelmingly to the idea. In . p repa ra t ion /o r 

scale! undertaking for 

•'.) 

the event seminar ians blew up balloons, 

paintecl art, hung streamers and built an 
ark to hold- the offerings, of-stuffed ani
mals . 
' The seminarians;' commitment £o the 
children's Mass di(ln'tv end with the com-
» » • • • ' ^ r t . # ! 

Ketreats held by Becket Hall vary 

in their emphasis . . . 
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the^ Mass itself. The 
pletion of decorations and the beginning of 
mtsiviassiuseu. J. ne (seminarians were there 

to do. their part lenmngja hand to the small-
e r kids who'-'couldn't see the Miass without 

befyig held up. 
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