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) us last autumn that “pe%!ce is at hand”

FR. HENRY ATWELL
Toward
Tomorrow

’

d to it, yo 're

If you're poor, get us

" going to stay that way fdr a long ti

The big *‘peace dwnd nd”” we looked
for' when the Vietnam war ended will

go to the Pentagon but ot to. the popr.

President Nixon’s new budget! is

soft on generals but real hard on {the
elderly, the sick, chil ren in school,

poor people. ,

A}though Dr. ‘Henry I(:ssxnger told

and he has since been to anm Peking
and other cities to eet our’ hew
friends; President Nixoh still budgets
the Pgn.tagon $4,000,000,000 — at’s
four billion — m ore than last year's
close to $80,000,000,000 biidget.

But he plans to cu, he; Ith care down
$6,000,000, That means {ncreased costs
for the elderly who havel to be hosp tal-

lzed

{

Housing funds will be cut by 2,
000,000 — and thereby} cut off h pes
for a better home for g‘ 000 Atl‘ner-
cian families. |

All this wnll kill job fn)r well bver :

2,000,000 people. T i

I find scant comfort i i-mowmg that
we'll get in exchange or all mxs;loss
a $4,000,000,000 increa m milj tary
salaries and weapon’s.

We ve also been told th\at the res
ident's *‘revenue sharing’ rrange ent
wil channel funds bac local 'gov-
ernments to decide ho they want the
money spent. Even en 1g tened %)oh -
ical leaders will be m ch tempted to
spend sizeable portions} of| such lunds
for wider roads, shiny new|fire tricks,
and other items for dxsp ay -— andleave

the elderly, the poor, t r sick to suffer

quietly.

current issue, commen

budget: -‘No one claims] that all of the
present social programls are perfect,
but if some are weak, they| should be
strengthened, not Killed. In|any :case,
for every $25 misspent in
program, there are thousands of dol-
lars down the dyain in defense depart-
ment cost overruns; :these Mr. Nixon
chooses to ignore. The| Predident has

Commonweal, in an édié)rlal in ite

urged public pressure on |Congress

on the Nixon .

poverty

in support of his proposals thlS makes -f

it- essential that concerned witizens of
_ different views cbnstltute thémigelves -
~~a lobby on behaAf of the poor, the ,
blacks, the Chlcagos the children, the

aged and all thos
fectively for themselves

While we still have the remnants of
.a government that is ““of the people, .
by the people, for the people,” we have;
a prompt and urgent duty to deluge
Congress with a gemand to humanize
the federal budget! to reverse our prlor\
ities from the Pentagon and for the
poor. To continue ]m Bur present direc-’

tion is only to invite the wrath of Go&
and the violence of oppressed cmzens

unable to speak ef- ¢

‘

"I ‘simply cannot comprehend how

Catholics can so casually dismiss their
responsibility to respond clearly and
forcefully in such geritical matters.

"We have a shelf-full of encychcals
dating back to Po |
Novarum’’ up to lf’ope Paul VI's “‘Pop-
ulorum Progressxp We have. the un-
eompromising doFuments of the Vat-
can Council .issued with the authority
.of the Pope and |the world’s Bishops
with him — especially the long but bril-
liant statement on ‘‘The Church in the
Modern -World.”” [If we .call ourselves
even borderline {Catholiecs how ecan
we ignore orlrejgct the most solemn,

geiLeo XIII's “Rerum -

statements of the highest authorities -

of that' Church’ whlch we claim is ours.
These very people ride about with
Pun&per stickers ladvising all others: -
‘America — love it or leave it.”” Mayhe
we need a new v rsnon of that old one:

“Your Church — 1ve lt or leave it.”
" gracious than arl}people like me. The
Churech, mstead repeats patiently,

hopefully in one|way or another, as
in* this slatement from the -Vatican

Council: “THe followers of Chrigt

share fully in the joys and hopes,

sorrows and anxieties of their fellow-

Fortunately, e Church is moré

. men especially the poor and the suffer—

mg \

And'this is but|a new way of saying
-what was said by our Savior so'long ago

‘s

when he told the{parable of the Good.

Samaritan — that. we serve God best
when we provxde for our neighbor- in
need.
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From a ma{ron of the diocese: “Bl!.
terness doe‘snt guite describe
feelings. It is'more an anxiety acco
panied thh frustration. 'I don’t want
elodramatic, but when you.once -
considered yourself a normal Cath-
olic, ahd now detest going to church,
something is wrong.

*Our parish- church has become la
, politicgl arena, If they can’t get people

etc., tl ey utilize  Sunday Mass wi

captlv audience to substitute - for:

meeting or eventithat wash't s,ucces -

. fully aftended during the week. Tth:d

announpements, pre, during, an

post Mbhss are unbelievable. The hom-

i ated today to tolerate sutih
y- teen-age son refuses 1q:
go to- r hg:ous instruction. He sayé g

pray and read, but there is “such a de-
viation o thought from the pope ‘down!
that one jwonders if the time has come’
when eadh of us must develop our own:
religion Within our individual families,
and. pratifce God’s teachmg as best w;e

know how..”’

Commaent: 1 have beéen- trying to
capsulize} the personality of the- Van-.
dals whop work havoc in the Church.
Through |the psychiatric department .
of .St. James Mercy Hospital 1 found.
a phrase: compulswely obsessiye. .

Their d inant and mutual, charaét-
eristic is itheir determination that all

" shall knutkle under to their present
enthusiasm. Today. it may be to elim-’
inate the ells_and genuflections from
Mass ritel despite the preferences
“-of the people. Yesterday it was to ggt
rid of the ¢rucifix. Tomforrow it prob,,
rip-roaring eampaign to
force an unwilling people to receives
Holy Communion in the hand. As one

FR. PAU;: J. CUDDY
On The
Right Side
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sensible young pastor sald
no feelings one way or the other about

" Communpion’ (in the hand., And if the

Holy Father told us to do so; I certain-
ly would But. he hasn’t -changed the

law.”

However the compulsnve obses—

sives are physically agitated to defy
the pope, and hold the wishes of the

- people in complete contempt. In the

February issue of the Homiletic Review
a letter from a laymen nges food for

: thought. It reads: - ¢

Recently Iread the November Issue

of your review. I must say that the at-

titude -expressed in the three letters’
concerning Communion- m-the-hand

escapes me..The three’ admit, in a left- -

handed way, that the 1alty prefer the
traditiopal . way of receiving Com-
munion; They admit it would require
education, catechesis, explanations,
trial petfjjods and what-not, to gain the
faithful { over to~ Communion in the
hand. Then why. do it at all? To satisfy
whom? * Certainly the faithful -are
quite happy in expressing their rever-

ence to the Body of Chrxstm the tra- -

ditional way.

One thing I am pretty sure of the

obsessive compulsxomsts are not .ter-
ribly interested in what "the péople
want. Their concern is to impose their
present obsession on the people, des-
pite their wishes, and - despne the
wishes of the. Popex B

Homiletic and Pastoral Review is
available to the laity as well as to the

clergy. The "address is 86 Riverside.

Dr., New York, N.Y. 10024, o

Those who believe de Chardin, Hans
Kueng and Katherine Kuhlman are the
20th century ‘substitutes for the Apost-

" les and St. Paul would not be pleas-
‘ed with the review: but I think that
those who believe the Vatican I1 dee-
larations about the Chureh, the epis-
copacy and the lalty will fmd ‘the re-
view giving that ° ‘uniqueness of faith

- and comfort”’ which the matron who
wrote the opening letter once posses-

~ sed.

In the rﬁeanwhlle 1 should suggest
that if the Sunday Mass is dnsmaymg

with its politics and shenanigan$, she -
should go to another parish and awalt .

the return of the Holy Spirit to her own.
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