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. the National Conference pf Cath

Washington, D.C. (R S)-—The

U.S. Roman Catholic bxshops" i
the strongest possxble Jterms,”

preme Court decisnon an abo
tion, declaring that laws con-
forming to the Court’s oplmo%-n

are “immoral laws, in/ oppos

tion to God’s plan of creation'and

to the Divine Law ., ,”

. there can be no moral acr

ceptance of the . . . decision

which professes to legalize abort
tion,” .the bishops said iin their

gerieral statement on the ruling;

and -’ they -termed the : Court’s ~

opinioh ‘‘erroneous, un,)pst ang
immoral.”

. In a “pastoral message" of the
Administrative Committee .of

olic Bishops presented here by

v ,
s . Mr., and Mrs. Antpn‘lo

at St. Ignatius Church,
pet Pomeranian, 4

Don 'g Fine

\nmm s who recently unde
a kidney transplant, w s; reported last week as

ardinal John Cody of Chlcago

bglwhcs wer told t0 ppose
j ‘act’’.

y any

rtion as a *immoral
and that they need not ob

law that requires abortion. !

The message also poxnted out ’

agaih that any Catholic Who is
a paer to abortion is automahc-
l y excommunicated, urged all
Eslrsieians to retain an “ethieal
cern’ for the welfare of both

m ther apd unborn child, Lasked

the legal profession to * Fticu-
late and safeguard™ the |rights

ofjthe father of the unborn! child,

aqd praised efforts of pro-life
grtoups around the nation.

In urging pro-hie agencies to
-‘set in motion the machinery
n _eded to- assure legal and, con-
stitutional conformity to the
basic truth that the child is a
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adau, active parlshloners
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“cheerful and qomg nicely.”
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By PEGGY PEAS

Parkingville — Sgﬂred; Heart
Church has had a very! active
Parish Council for the past ten
months. Chaired by George
O’Brien and assist by eight
others and parish administrator,
Father Timothy Weider, it has
set several clear goals for 1973.

Party for Pastors .

Planned in Coho‘cton

Cohocton — Members- of the
St. Pius V Parish Council and
Rosary and Altar Socxe;y are.
planning a farewell paqty for
Father Jameés Baker and:aj wel-
coming party for the new pastor
Father Francis Erb, on Spnday,
" Feb. 25 from 2 to 5 p.m. in the
parish hall. - e

. Father Baker has been jpastor
< of St. Pius for, the last five years
'aqd is being transferred St.

‘Joseph’s Church, Wayland p‘ath-

er Erb has been associate pastor

{ held Saturday, March 17,

§ 197 3 Goals

The first goal is a fund cam-
aign to raise $10,000 to cover
fp the oost of 2 new heating system
in the church, and panelling and
wallboard for the interior walls
I

lof the church !

5 The drive, headed by Robert
1D1das started 'Sunday, Feb. 18,
gaft,er the 10 a.m. Mass when soli-
citors gathered for a [Kick-off
.meetmg Letters were mailed out
'earlier to friénds- and 1{ former
parishioners of the’church ask-
ing for their Support. ‘

The Family Life Committee,
headed by William Recktenwald,
has headed many family actm-
ties in the past months. The pizza
party held in January with Mrs..
i Tom Huber in charge was attend-
"ed by many. The next scheduled
event is a “Box Social” to be

One ‘of the goals of the Human
Development Commlite ‘is to
increase the activities among the
retirees of the parish. In Decem-
ber, First Friday devotigns were
held followed by a lincheon,
attended by 20.° ; .

C ourilE

" “‘But we must begin now,’
", said,

“ence for life at all stages!

. from the Book- of Deuteromg)my:

- deVelopmg the concept of the

-alienable .

* of St. - Anthony’s, Rochester,
since last September, . ;f
l Horne A

Honﬁzll — St. Ignatxus Ci urch

will hold “a- spaghetti dinner,".

Feb. 26 Irom 2-6 p.m. at the
Knights of Columbus homej|Miss
Mary Lisi ‘is chairman ¢f the
event.

' o

Hornell — + St, ,Ignatlus en’s
retreat has been scheduled ‘for
.the weekend of Aprnl 6. Richard

Clancy is coordmatmg the event,

, Canisteo — A Mass rorth’a irea

Retreat League will be held at
St Joachxm s Church Feb[

Céuner—doumal

N TR Sl L

Hornell — 'Pre-Cana inétruet-

. ’r
rea Notes:

tions wili*be held at Si. Ann’s
Chureh, startmg March 18 at
3p.m. i

Hornell — St. Ann% Right to

Life Comimittee will «display ma-
" terials to be used in a proposed
CCD course on,Sunday| Feb. 25
at 3 p.m. in the schoo} hall.

Dansville — The Fiiends of
St. Mary's School AFOSMS) will
hold a pizza sale on {Feb, 24
FOSMS dlso announced| a “;S'T)llc

~ 1 -meeting slated for 8 p.m.in the"

school hall on'Feb 2. . !

" o - N et

person’ ' the blshops deani
closest in the pastoral me sage
to askmg for a constitutional *
amendment to overturn the Su-~

preme Couit ruling.

The message was read recently

. to a [press conference by Msgr.

James McHugh, who heads thé -
U.S. Catholic Conterence s [Fam-

ily Life Division. With-Cardinal
GOle and Msgr. McHugh |were -
two blshop-membersl ofi the
NCCR's Pro-Life Affairs ' |Com-
mitteg. — Bishop Walter Curtis of
Bridgeport, Conn., and Aukiliary
Bishop Francis Dunn of Du- ..
buque, Iowa.

Cardinal Cody, chairmse
the pro-life committee,
newsmen that.legal steps to re-
verse the Supreme’ Court |deci-
sion are being studxed But he
Said it would be “premaure”

to indicate what course the
bishops might favor.

Msgr. Mc¢Hugh, - comrenting -
on the .possibility of a cox%)titu-

told

tional amendment, admitfed that
it was a significant possibility
and is being studied. But he add-
ed that the question will b dlS-
cussed durmg regional bishop$’
meetmgs in April’

" In the pastoral message itself,

the bishops warned. that ‘“bring- .~

ing about a reversal” of the| high,
Court’s decisions in the Texas-

L - and Georgia cases—which struck
. down all
. .. laws in the country —
" quire unified - and persnstert ef »
forts.” .

restrictive abortlon ’

they
“in our churches, schools
and homes, as well as in the
larger.community to inStill rever:
We
take as our mandate the words
‘I set before you life or deat
choose ' life then, that -you

your descendants may live .

The bishops’ message quoted
from Vatican II docum‘ents and
the late Pope John XXIII's famed
eneyelical, Peace on Karth,

and

3 (R3]

prlmacy of the right to life.

Citing the encychcal they

“quoted: “These nghts are, there-

fore, universal, inviolable and in-
Every man; has
the right to hfe to . bodily in-
tegrity, and to the means which
are necessary and suitabl fqr
theé proper development of 3

They said the Supreme lourt

" has claimed that the: unporn
* child is not a person inconstitu-

tional  terms and that the moth-
€15 Fight 10 privacy, while meLan,
absolute right nor explicit in the
Constitution, supersedes the un-
born qhild’s right to life.

Tms opinion . fan}s to| pro-
tect the most basic human ight
thel right to life. Therefore, we
"reject| this decision of the i’ourt
because, as Pope John:says: ‘If

.any government does not ack-

nowlefige the rights of m n or
viglates them, . ! . it's order o
pletely lacks Jundical force

The| pastoral’ message added
that the Court completely
to grasp scientific evndence that
the fetus is an “mdxvxdual human
be‘lngtis which is in the “ifirst

phase|of the long and continuous
process of human ldevelop ent

that
terminates at death.”

The |bishops charged that the
Court, |by denymg ‘any cpm ell-
ing value’™ to the tmbon,
placed the fetus in -an ‘“‘inferior .

lp ger;

e find the maJprlty opinion °
of the Court is wrong and is|en-
tirely c ntrary to the fundamen-
tal pri clples of morality,”ithe
bishops! message decldred.j It
_added that no Court,. no
tive body, no government
“ean Iggitimately assign less.
value to{some human life.”

.God’s pldn of creatlon and to t

*Divine Law which proh%xts te .

n of :

“wi N re-- :
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A orhoh Rulmg

Pomtmg out that b sic human ~sc1enuolrsly refuse| to take\\h'artl .
_Trights are not “mar-made but  in abortions, and t¢ “combat the
from God., the bxsho s wen on genenal pe“rmxsslv ness legisla-,

to note that ‘“‘no'ri ht is

life itself .

no moral: acceptan

cént US; Supreme |

idision which professe

abortion.™ -legislative level and initiate pro- e '
L ' cedures to “assure]legal andcons - -
The bishops urgé d pra-life stitutional conforrmty to the-

groups to work towarnds offering  basic truth | that the unborn

“positive alternatived” to

ore
fundamental than. the right to

Thus there can be
l of the| re-

' Court | de-

to legalize

bor-
tion, to seek protecti¢n for insti-

tutions and individuals who con-
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. Pro- life * organizations
"also encouraged £
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