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Editorial 

Healthy Sign 
Man^| tjimegunose of u§ ̂  xm yencrms are guilty 

of u n d e r e s t i m a t i n g t h e p r o b l e m s of t h e b o s s . F o r 
i n s t a n c e , ! in t h e s e t i m e s W h e n j c r i t i c i s m i s a l a 
m o d e l t n p s e in c h a r g e b y j t h e i r Jvery s t a t i o n a r e 
prey to mult-finding, whierH-ang^s from the justi
fied to nitpicking. \ 

Think of the Pope. Though it Would seem that 
h i s b i g g e s t c r i t i c s a r e to b e f o u n d a m o n g l i b e r a l 
elements of the Church — particularly over birth 
ct fntro l , r|e a l s o / c a t c h e s i t fjrom t h o s e o n t h e o t h e r 
e n d , o f t l # s p e c t r u m . I f 

F o r i n s t a n c e , a F r e n c h t r a d i t i o n a l i s t p r i e s t h a s 

accused I fope Paul VI of the "self-destruction of 
t h e C h u j r c h , " c l a i m i n g th,at " t h e d o c t r i n e s of 
Vatican II and of Pope Paful are foreign excres
cences on! the body of Christjian doctrine . . . " 

There is an old newspaper axiom that if ex
tremists! at both ends of issues are upset with you 
then yoiji must be doing §ometjhing right. Pope 
Paul shcjuld be accorded at Jeast that much credit. 

£ Dream Realized 
W e c a p a l l l e a r n s o m e t h i n g f r o m a s t o r y o f u n 

s e l f i s h l<bve t h a t c a m e f r o m R e l i j g i o u s N e w s S e r v 
i c e t h i s w e e k . K a t h y M u r r a y , a y o u n g w o m a n d y 

i n g of . c a n c e r , w a t c h e d h e r h u s b a n d r e c e i v e his 
m a s t e r ' ^ d e g r e e i n d i v i n i t y w i t h h o n o r s a t a s p e c i a l 
c o m m e n c e m e n t p r o g r a m a t M i d w e s t e r n ( S o u t h 
e r n ) . B a p t i s t T h e o l o g i c a l S e m i n a r y i n K a n s a s 

City, Moj. ^ . - • 
T h e . s p e c i a l c e r e m o n y w a s invjoked b y a v o t e . o f 

the faculty to allow Qavid A. Murjray, 25, to receive 
h i s d e g r e e e a r l i e r s o -Kathy co^ild a t t e n d . C o m -

menqement is in'May. I 
T h e c o u p l e l e a r n e d l a s t O c t o b e r t h a t K a t h y h a s 

, terminal cancer and doctors are not sure how long 
'she will live. The graduation became a major goal 
for both of them, since Kathy h ad helped support 

,b^r husband through the seminary. 
Some 300 attended the special commencement 

a n d M r s . M u r r a y " a p p e a r e d p c i s e d a n d ' r a d i a n t , 
t h e p i c t u r e of a p r o u d w i f e a s s|he s a t b e s i d e h e r 
h u s b a n d V ' f 

Millard J. BernquisV acting president of lijd-
w e s t e r n , q u d t e d . M r s . M u r r a y a s . s a y i r l g , " W e j u s t 

have tot hold onto our dreams. jWe can't let pur 
d r e a m s j g o . " : 

After 'the ceremony the coupte returned to her 
parents' farm in JBeebe, Ark. 
until we! see where God leads us 

^ e will stay there 
next." she said., 

, Mass Critics? 
*" "The atmosphere of related concentration 

is one that is extremely rare . . . " 
Does this partial sentence smack of comment 

in a restaurant guide or in a hjotel brochure? Let 
us finish the sentence. ' ' I 

" . . .jn,an English liturgy.' j , 
That's right, a Ca.tholicl journal in England, 

The Clergy Review ;has begun publishing] the 
G o o d C h u r c h G u i d e , c r i t i q u i n g M a s s e s a t v a t f i o u s 

churches. 
TalKing about one service, the critic, of wjiicli 

there are 30, noted: * \ •' 
I *Here the children, simply enjoy themselves; 

some serve on the altar witii obvious glee; some 
are allowed to light the can<jil<;s arid arrange the 
:a|tar£ som;e just; rush up m& d( mn the Aisles. wash
ing Jtfieir fathers on ,the;iieadl witli a pfayer book; 
a^da^ the-kiss of peaeeth^hi ig their f ^ n d s and 
thrpw^heir arms aroundth4 delebrstrifs ^^"^ 
With complete abandon-? ' :} i "•••': 

i r is ]R&igoius News Service didn't say so butf 
njossible that the guide rates the. Masses. Gould 
you :ftaagihe "four stars for Jit. Mary'm" &r. St; 
John's "abellringer.'' ! 

The idea is only experimental andl we hope', 
it M\t end there; After ail, flie Mass aireaiy" is 
the longest-running performance in Ghristeridom 
fc, its success emanates from Something more 
tfen-< g o o d r e v i e W s > S t i U t h e c r i t i q u e s j w i j i t t e n 
in islitte. English4 :undjerstatement, m a k e ifor emoyv 

. apte-reading. F o r ins tance; • " . . " ' ' . - j , •" •' •, 

! : " l F h e post Communion is once .more sung in 
Ljatin and as the deacon steps forward one .expects 
ah "Ite Missa Est' but gets instead acompfitely 
deflating^ announcement that coffee is available 
ajfterWards in the Social center." 

Ro^f^rJ °« jrrtal 

LETTERS 
Clergymen 

Challenged 

Editor; 
Friday morning., Jan , ̂ 6. bn 

Pastor's Study, a Genesee; Ecu
menical Ministries' TV'program, 
the guest was Fatherfepeniry At-
well. |i ! 

'if' i i A question was phoned in for 
Fr. Atwell's answer: Whatiblame 

'can' the liberal clergy assume 
for the pandemic incidence of 
venereal disease andl abortions 
by refusing to speaK out and 
give moral guidance qr doctrine 
in this permissive society — but 
rather, condones use of the 
birth' control pill and in some 
cases trial marriage. $• 

Father Atwell's answer was 
bland and evasive. He said in 
effect that because fne wears 
a Roman collar peoplealways as
sume you to be a conservative. 
Fr. Atwell went on tqj dimly il
luminate an answer $y saying 
that in his grandfather's day 
it was thought a man |ould only 
go as far as a fast htirse j could 
take him, then came | the steam, 
engine and now we're sending 
men to the moon — so in this 
fast paced world thfe Church 

has to change also and he didn't 
doubt that both liberal, and con
servative clergy Would be ad
dressing the problem. , 

Ironicaily, at the end of the 
program some boy phoned in to 
say that he had gotten a girl 
pregnant and what should he do 
now. Father Atwell rattled off 
about ten agencies he could call 
for advice including^ Planned 
Parenthood "who I'm sjlre would 
make abortion one of its sugges
tions. . . . 

The nothing answer prompted 
these thoughts,. It admits defeat 
to see the ad in a Sunday Church 
bulletin for all to see,"pregnaint 

- Need Help?". Call such and 
such a number. There yvould be" 
no needi to call thati number ,or 
any other if the clergy [were do
ing an adequate job (I grant you 
it's a tough one in this era). 

In my growing years a Catholic 
bulletin ; carrying', this {message 
would be shocking and most im
portantly, unneeded, because'we 

received solid moral doctrine and 
training, years of it, including 
God's admonition to Mary Mag
dalene "Go and. sin ho m^re." 
There was no equivication as to 
what a sin was and was mot. 

1 i • , • • ! ! • 

From; 16 years - in I Catholic 
schools I c a y say, as I can! my 
classmates, we knew of no one, 
or e lse: the percentage was so 
small as to be negligible, who 
was ever pregnant before mar
riage. Why? Because dedicated 
nuns and priests gave Jus God's* 
expectations of ourr (conduct, 
because the heartfeltjj concern 
and 'charity; in-"their Hearts 

wouldn't permit them ,fo 1$ us 
pass froni their classroom or by 
their pulpit only to on | d ĵr see 
us crying in a venereal disease 
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-THAT'S AIM INTERESTING COAM"AKISON, C l N P V . " 
BUT BE5H7E5 ALL THE TRAVELING, HOW POES 
ST. PAUL RESEMBLE HENRV KISSINGER?^ 

clinic or tortured with guilt and 
doubt on an abortion line. 

Being1 our spiritual mentors 
their prime concern was always 
the health of our souls — con
stant learning in the light of 
eternity, and the particular judg
ment. As one priest had put it 
— "times change my young and 
impetuous friends, but moral 
values never". 

This "let your conscience be 
your guide" ship we're all set 
adrift in is a leaky one at best 
when a right conscience is im
possible for the yioung to form 
when the captains are bland, 
evasive or downright anti-scrip
tural. 

Mrs.. R. Gallagher 
1080 Triphammer Rd, 

Ithaca 14580 

On Knowing 
Good and Evi 
Editor: 

Few, if any, "teachers" (all are 
teachers) would hesitate to judge 
that an habitual red-light crasher 
is guilty of violating the traffic 
law and to conclude he is on the 
road to destruction. 

Nor should they hesitate to 
rightly judge that one who habit
ually misses Sunday Mass is 
guilty of offense against a great-
enlaw, of mortal siln, and to con
clude that he is on the road to 
hell. To put aside faith, right 
judgment and mierfcy on the 
greater law makes us "Blind 
guides, who strain: out the gnat 
but swallow the camel!" (cf, 

Jt. 23:24) , 

lrqugh the vicar of Christ and 
Church, the Holy Spirit of 

Truth teaches and provides 
means- to know flood and evil 

and to perform Spiritual Works 
gf Mercy. These are proof of love 
of God and man — of the love 
and light of Christ ih the world. • 

The Holy Spirit enables us to "^ 
see that He alone has knowledge 
for perfect judgment, and to si
multaneously. J u d g e rightly 
whether those whom we have the 
obligation to teach, rule and 
sanctify are on the road to heav
en or the road-to hell. 

Authentic instruction is Cath
olic doctrine and Faith, in ac
cordance with the General Cate
chetical Directory, as prescribed 
by the Holy Spirit ojf Truth is es
sential but not sufficient.' 

Although versed in Scriptures 
and in what Jesus did and taught, 
the Scribes could not recognize 
their guilt (John 15:22); though 
most completely instructed byf 
Our Lord, the Apostles did not 
recognize Judas as the one on 
the road to hel l . , 

From these Apostles who be- : 
lieved, who were admonished ' 
and who loved Him, Our Lord 
formed the visible body of Holy 
Mother Church. On Holy T^iursj 
day He incorporated hei^ with 
Himself (1) to reestablish, unity 
of man in God that, Adam and 
Eve destroyed by Original Sip. 
and (2) to show Himself, through 
His Church, to be the Teniple of 
the Holy Spirit of Truth'. •; 

Those who, blinded by the 
light of their reason, preempt the 
authentic mind of the Churchy 
ski against the Holy Spirit, Who 
exposes the brilliant l ies of Lucir 
fer.and his mystical body of evil 
(John 14:26; 16:8-11). They are 
not as little children (Lufce 18; \1)i 

Joseph J . Murray 

MWyndoverRd. 
Rochester I ^ I S 
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Welcomes 
Readers' Comments 
If y o u f<feel movfed t o c o m m u n i c a t e y o u r 
thoughts with the rest of diocese. Use our 
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Some rules: 

Typed double-spaced 
Keep letters to Vh page rnaximurrj 
Include name and address 
Remember good taste embellishes .eyery 
thought. . - ' j ••' \ 
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