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By Bishop Joseph L Hogan | .

ord |
- In my colmn last week, 1 attempted to show | J
* you that ministry in the Ghurch is thé co-responsi- : i B o - S S
bxhty of all Christians, erdained and lay alike. The i o ' e o o | f
. reality which is stressed so -, | - N o
- strongly By Vatican Il is also - - / : : Y- 423 )
" visibly signified inour liturgical | j

- celebrations by the sharing of [ o , Pai‘t 2 of 4 - ] ,_%-" :

roles in ministerin"g at the Lord’s |~ o S

. table. . S k - 1.
Some mlgm thmk that the CoE M!le Y TODAY S PR I
functmns of lector;and acolyte P o
are so mUCh winddw-dressing ; kNext week- The Acolyte- Mimster at the Lord’s Table. . - .
* thought up by- “wa}y out” litur- ! ' L NE : . /
- gists. But this is notthe case.On | " | Lo N i A < B S
“August 15 1972, Pope Paul issu- _ R, I . s % o v
“ed an apestolic letter (a motu " ]
: proprlo) 'which es ebhshed the
B rank of tector and acolyte as mxmstﬁes to be con-
) ferred upon lay Chrlstlans ThlS was:an hlStOI'lC '
1] - statement g ] # e

Pasftha?l Perspeéti#e

Y

*)

S
7

IR

L een given to
- 1 young men as they were advanced t{oward priest-
hood. But noYv in the light of the norms laid down
i by the Counecil for the general and 6xderly renewal |
of the liturgy, these roles:are to be ¢arried out, as-|’
they were in early Chrlstlaﬁ times, by Iay members
of the Churc Pope Paul’s letter states '

, Even in the most anelent tlmes eertam

: - ' ministries were established by the Church

: ‘ " for'the{purpose of suitably giving worship

‘ . - to Godiand for the offeﬁng service to the

o - . People/of God according to their needs. By

» these r}umstrles dutjes of a luturgical and ..

chantable nature, deemed suitable to

- varym circumstances, we entrusted to the

: . . performance of the faithful . . . It seems

‘ ‘ flttmg?r to reexamine this pracnce and to

] adapt 1t to contemporary needs .

“The lector,” this document contmues ‘is
ointed for the functlon of readmg the Word of -
"’ This in itself is'an awesome responsibility .
t, he/has been selected by the Church to

n the Scriptures and thereby make God

Y]

present. %

- For.many years in the Roman Cathohc | 4‘

tradition, the presence of \God in His Word was

not stresseq We did not fully apprec1ate the :

- | dynamic power of this Wdra to elieit from ug’a

- response of growing and maturmg in Christ#an

- love. Insteag we emphasized the presence o God
.in the Eucharlst

i . But ;just as we genuflect to the real presen ce of
' Christ in the Eucharist, our respect and ‘honor

- . should be no less for the presence of God'in His
holy Word, So important is-the role of the lector,
then, that William Carr in his Handbook for
Lectors can say:

When he (the lector). reads the scrxptures
God is speaking through him. He is effecting
a presence of God in the congregation just

' as n:u’ly as the ministerial priest effects the
presence of God in the con7ecratlon ‘of the

Mass]
Awqre oi this great responsibility, the Pope s

letter continues: Let the lector be aware of | -
e - the Office he has undertaken and make every}

. - effort| and employ suitable means to acquire
that% increasingly warm.and living love and

. knowledge of the Scnpture,% that will make
'hi'm? inore perfect disciple of the Lord.

III‘ order to carry out this, responsibility, it is

Prevxously these offlces had 1

i

N
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my hope that we will soon be abie, with the help_ | | “
, . of our diocesan resources, to establish a training | The’ ministiy. of pmcla,mmé the Word of Cod is 16 3 ‘
’ program for lectors”This would provide for a longer confined to the order. o the priesthood, as
' ~ deepe;r knlowledge of the Scriptures and practice | | . Bishop, Hogan. points out in| h 'column. Nuns, lay
. } . in methodsiof proclaiming them: 'l‘he trammg 17 men and 1 Womﬁll pamc i the readings. .
course.could be concluded with a ceremony ! Above, from left, al:e ‘Sis! ricia Norton, Eeo . B (
mstal;lmg the lectors as» o£f1c1al ministers of the 1 Aman and Mrs. PegiDool yrming the read»'~ d
Word; I . © mgs at St. Charles -Borromeo parish.
1 ' In the meantlme 1t 1s my hope that lectors = o ; ' o o A B
' ‘ j-thrjou hout our diocese will continue to exercise: AR o 1 . ~ : o T
[ * theirminjsry with attention and love, knowing - N s : o
- . | that through tHem, the presence ofGod in His - R S
j \ 'Word nourishes and renews alI of us. . o4 R
Y v } B k‘ 2 i é TR ! N ."‘.;--.4 :
! ! Toow .(»:or;xrier-..lioq.trr:(a,’l‘~ ‘ » ‘ ’m o 2 ] ‘




