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Blshop Takes Stand
On: Sodial Issue

(c onlmuvd from P u,fo 1y . g

to persons of conscience whether ‘they be bishops, re-
tailers 'placing orders, or consumers who purchase
goods. A barrage- of information is issued by Farah .
Manufaeturing Company.- Another barrage, issues forth
from ACWA. Both are powerful nhation-wide orgamza-
tions. Both will be subject to all' the temptations
that economic power'involves. Both will be tempted to
stretch 'and shape the truth fo fit their purposés. In
the midst of all this, the hopes and sufferings of the

ordinary man may be forgotten and become secondary
If we are to be a church that strains to hear the spirit,
this shquld not happen. I speak in this issue as one
“who has the mission| and challenge of listening care-
fully to'needs which may be overlooked. I speak as a
teacher'saying in th ‘midst of confroversy, ‘‘Remem-
ber that the striking | workers speak of real problems
that should be heard in arriving at a seftlement.” I
owe no allegiance to Farah or fo the union. But I cannot
serve God unless I speak clearly and try to help when
there is long term hgtnan suffering as there is in this .
case. : .

After ‘this careful exammatlon of the issues in-
volved 'T will personglly support the current nation-
wide bqycott of Farah slacks until an equitable reso-
“lution of the issue is reached I urge retailers-and con-
sumers to examine their roles in tms dispute as a moral -
issue.

This is not’ the sort of stance where the Church can
claim to be infallible.| My. support of the boycott is in

no way an order to oth¢r members of the Church to take -
a 51m11ar stance, but rather it is a witness to the sort
of coneern the Gospel demands ‘of ‘all of us. This wit-
‘ness’ could be marred by any attempt on the part of the
', parties 'in this dispute to use my posrtlon to harass
- local retallers and co
fear that my -stance may- be incorrectly formed or
wronglyt interpreted, (it is overridden by the much
greater fear that by my. silence I may have failed to

proclalm the Gospel af] all. I trust that men and women
of God wﬂl understand|what I mean.

We must not let this decade of grace pass by with-
out ‘responding. We wrll reap tomorrow what-we sow ,

today. May I ask you therefore to examine seriously
your role’ as consumer .in our economy, and to pray

" that justice.in this strug gle may. be done May the strik-

‘Farah’ Corporation co’ e together in peace. b pledge

to all of you that I will keep you informed on this issue
w1th the ‘help of the church in Texas.
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Sﬂncerely yours in Chrr{st

Bishop of Rochester

' Msgr‘. Donald J. Mulcahy, to be admlmstrator of

~~'-Good Sh¢pherd, Henrietta. .

', Father Albert Cason/§rom St. John S, Spencerport, '

-to Corpus. Christi, Rochester

Father Joseph Sasso,lfrom Holy Rosary, Rochester'
to St. John’s, Spencerport.

N |
F ath,et‘ William Mcdlall from St. Bomface Roch-~
ester, to'St. Lawrence, Rochester. .
Father Robert Bradl r, from St. Augustme s, Roch

‘ 'ester tovLHoly Rosary, R chester S -

ther David Gaesser from St John’s, Humboldt

"Stree ; Rochester, to Blessed Sacrament Rochester

Faghier Richard Shatzel, from St. James Waverly |
to St. Bomﬁace Roehester

Fath%e Walter Hanss, tirom St Momca S to St John
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Comn |ttees Concern Explalned

VA doeument ae ompunymg
Blshop HoBan's pasto, al letter on

“Social Issties” exglained his

inv estlgatmg commiftee's con-
cerns in the Farah slacks case.

It was released to allfparties in-
volved in the dispute.

Reasons for taking action on
the issue were listed numeric-
> ally. with No. | being The pres-
ence of Mexican-Amejican [arm
workers in gur area ard the ques-
tion of )@é they ard forced to
migrate e fact thére will be

"little work in the Rochester area
m the future.”

The release states. “there is
an inevitable tenden¢y to look
upon labor as simply fone of the
factors of productionfor one of
the resources. For 80f years the
popes have denounced this as
unethical and 1mmor<1 in prm-
ciple.”
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The memorandumi revealed
the committee’s , ‘‘ddubts and
fears” that ‘“‘the Udion as a
power in a struggle may escalate
its demands; or manibulate the
situation for its own

we might be accused 0 Jumpmg
on a bandwagon.’”’

To avoid this, the
+# asked thHe Texas Church to es-
. tablish two teams (i

“made up of -men ang

from ‘diverse backgraunds to in-
terpret and, report prpgress in
the dlsagreement "

Listed as Number among
*reasons. for taking: up jthe issue
was “‘thefact that mah' working
environment- and | onditnons
deeply at‘fect his spirit hal devel-
-opment.”” “The committee in con-
junection with this wotiried about
possible reduction !of { business
for local retailers. {I onducted

“‘continued dlalog through
personal visit.”” ' .

The document’ also pointed
out (Number 3) that (‘gince 1891
(Pope Leo XIII) the CHurch has
declared that Christiaps are re-
sponsible for improvément of

the conditions of laborfﬁ

Laymen workmg fori Bishops
Metzger amd Flores pf Texas
visited two Farah plat‘t and re-
ported their evaluatlony to Roch-
ester with “‘the unanimous input
from the Texas Church| support-

ing the smkers L
Because “our information
gathering was' remot from the

scene of the strike,” t e}lcommit-

tee shifted ““all 1nIOMa iorr gath-
ering to the teams in. 'It‘*e kas.”

The document stated that “if

. moral principles are toihe upheld

in this country, then retailers

and consumers must a tion these
principles.”’ e

Because of ‘‘the number of em-
ployees on strike forsuch a long
period of time" and because the
committee was worriedthat the
“ob s hard posmo:é

nd Farah
forever and be msensx
‘workers’’ it took aL
“'support 'of boycott -b
report of independent,
tablished by Texas Ch\;x‘

The commlttee worn d that
it may: “be puttmg ourselves in
smon of judge: withaut any
tlal for on-haxtd media-
xon To remedy this ibi
ill call

ity, “the Texas teaql A
our shots through onsite I:mtacts

with all parties.”

The commxtteelalso question-
ed, “Would the Church
sin by silence ‘on misuse her
-moral influence?!! Thd docu-

.nient answered, “To avdid mis-

use of power we copdugted an -

exhaustive research using infor-
matxon from parties not involved
in conflict.” |

The document conc]ud d that
“we affect the lives of others by

-what we buy and what we don’t

buy or sell or, don't sell. Otir con-
cerns today must be national in

. L]

COMMITTEE

In addmon to Bishop ogan,
members of the local comimittee
on the Farah issue are Fathers
Patrick Logan and Charles Mul-
ligan and James oonan, dio-

: cesan commumcatmn _dir ector.

Wednesday, cFebruary‘M. 1973
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in and nq, longer strr ﬁly lo--

stand the problems of minority
groups. .

“Because of our history as an
immigrant Church, we under-

Step-by-Step  Process
In Reaching Decision

{Continued from l’au..c‘- 1)

STEP 6 The process that we had identified during this investiga-
tion was related to the National Conference of Bishops in Wash-
_ington in November for their assistance.

STEP 7:
Diocese were held to advise them what we had found out in the

investigation and ask their input and cooperatxon.

STEP 8: We requested the Texas Ghurch estabhsh “two mvesuga-

tive teams who would evaluate e situation on an ongoing basis
and relay the information of their findings to Rochester. This
procedure was established so that the directions: ﬂ]? Church took
would not be determined by the Upion or Farah

STEP 9: Retailers were informed that we 1nt€hded to publicize
our opinions. -

STEP 10: heprosentauves from Farah- and ACWA were alerted
that all continued communications should be w1th’the team in
Texas. . .

STEP 11. Public statement was presented.

STEP 12: Foliow-up communications ‘'were planned ‘with "the the |
teams in Texas to assure that we would be kept informed of
a

constructive changes in the situation.
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now the shirt is
“a-coat costume!

$90

Totally, the best news yet for this year of the
_ shire! Shire wrap cont (Iooks like linen) ~— overa
yoke shaped shirtdress (feels like silk). Blaze:
gregn or red,over navy print, All that fashjon im-
" pact, and machine washablet - Polyester-rayon-.
nylon fabrics. Migses' sizes. McCurdys Fxrstrlm-
- prebsnons Second Fldor Mldtown.

-

g g

A

L TR o

,
Bl
{
i
{ -
{
i
1

Dialogue was set up and drscussmns with retailers in the
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