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42nd -Sfreef o |
i Heartless Core: |
" Of a Lonely City | .-

Po;'nography of the kind|sold and shgwn on 42nd
Street serves to show the worst men can do to one an-

" other, shows that indeed “Theg root of evil Is the love of -

¢  money.” . - : : _—

i ' g . On 42nd Street, “Adult” \as an adjective means sex

, L . 3 without sensuality, lust withqut love, and an appetite
‘H ;, , - ‘3 without appeasement. It’s a cheat, a'pr‘gyipg upon loneli-

k PO Y ness; that's what makes the new pornography so pitiful..
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__ ‘ v ; ® The porno sales on 42nd Street h i‘e. not always
| o i* been there, (and their coming has meant a drastic change
: = ‘ I? in what used to be one of the entertainment cénters of

New York City. . o
|

Where -once there used to be cinema“s showing the
L : . % latest films, now jerry built theaters catey to the “You
| The crowds|drift and surge dcross the littered side- ; 'Must be 21 and Prove It” crowd. The Metropole Cafe,
- - walks, past the banally obscene “Topless” and “Adult i once the home of great jazz, now offers “Topless. Go Go.”
- - Magazines” signs, past the bookstores with no windows..| ' ' C
past the “Camera’ Centers” filled ‘with overpriced gim-|

i o . Evenona sz%mny afternoon, 42nd Street is a midnigh,t:;‘
- : | place. . _ o .
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All \the time the signs’and -allurements .get more

. micks." IR | . crude: outside one theater is hung in place of a marquee -
_ T - - ) " -a large banner, ironically, made of white butcher paper.-
L Tension,is everywherée in Néw- York City'these‘da}{S,. i 7.'he‘ @agement, | i annoyfrzc:es, ”"Conszder' these
T but people walking through the porno section seem to ? Pictures HARD CORE P ORN O Films.” . . R
wear brmle maSk; . /A o Two men stop by théw'ihdow of a bar advertising
. i . f o

) o , .\ “Sexy Topless Girls,”" As though with -one mind,—they
Except for occasional shouts and curses, 42nd Street ;¥ lean forward to peek through the partly curtained’ win-

- ;

is curiously silent. Perhaps because there’s nothing onel, dow. - ‘
- «can say. It’s like Simon and Garfunkel’s “Sounds of Si- o : S ST - .
. }. lence.” A a, . 42nd Street is a street of suffering. '
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