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St. Agnes Committee 
Menders of the St. Agnes High School Relevant 
E d u c a t i o n D a y c o m m i t t e e ( l . - r . ) L i z F a h y , V a l 
Evans, Sister Carol Cimino, Joan Cregan, Lisa 
Boyle, Jeanne Hickey and Jean Beauchamp make 
final plans for the activities at the school today, 
Feb. 7. The theme of the day is "Why We Create." 
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Baptist Minister Errjo 
at St 

courses could nave been taught 
anywhere. ' ' But he conceded 
that the interchange of the 
schools would have b e e n . " i n ­
conceivable 20 years ago ," add­
ing: 

*"This is moving very fast with 
faculty and student interaction, 
ecumenical ly . What both schools 
w o « d like to s e e is more team-
teaching, involving both Catho-
Ijc and Protestant faculties. Nat­
urally such subjects as canon 
law are taken at St. Bernard's ." 

The minister said he arose 

daily'at 7 a.m. with much of his 
morning devoted to study, writ­
ing and correspondence. . 

Dr. Brown's favorite period 
wias night prayers — "20 min­
utes of worship ending the day 
in the seminary chapel ," adding: 

"I deeply appreciated th i s las -
pect of m y sabbatical . The're w a s 
a ; real feeling of a communitjf of 

by Bernard Lyons 

B y CONWjlE L E A R N 
Special to Cijurier-Journal 

Margate , , N.J[. — A Baptist 
c l e r g y m a n i hasLjust returned to 
his pastorate here after spending 
a 10-week /sabbatical at a Cath­
olic seminary with the view that 
such an exper ience is invaluable 
jn the continuing theological de­
ve lopment of Jboth priest and 
Protes tant minister , 

Dr. Parker Irfcwn of the Mar­
g a t e Communi ty Church said his 
s t a y at St. Bernard's Seminary, 
Roches ter , |N .Y- . offered him-
self, and the priests and semi­
narians with ^hpm he came in 
contact , new insight into pastor­
al prob lems of bfctth faiths. 

"Such a sabbat ical can be a 
tremendous help in ecumenica l 
m a t t e r s , " Dr, Bljawn, a pastoral 
m i n i s t e r for|2Q years , said. 

" P r i e s t s and wiinisters need to 
,be able to rejatjfe to each other 
effect ively;! an<jj this" cannot 
happen if they rare isolated dur­
ing their theological educat ion. 
B y tak ing s e m i n a r y courses to­
gether , and sharing the experi­
e n c e of s tudying, eat ing , con­
vers ing , d e b a i n g and praying 
together , those 'of both faiths 
will bet ter understand one an­
other, thus • drawing c loser to­
g e t h e r . " I ! . 

Dr. Browrt s^id his s tay ing at 
of came 

He ex-

faifh in t h e s e c l o s i n g minutes of 
the day, with both prayers that 
w e r e r e a d a n d spontaneous 
p r a y e r s be ing of fered. Following 
this, often t h e r e w e r e s tudent rap 
s e s s i o n s in w h i c h I part ic ipated." 

T% Phe . m i n i s t e r e x p r e s s e d ^ s u r -
prise that h e h a d found such a 
large a m o u n t of m a t e r i a l on Mar­
tin L u t h e r - i n t h e s e m i n a r y li­
brary and bookstore , a s well as 
the fact that St . B e r n a r d semi­
nar ians s e e m e d t o b e ab le to re­
late to and r e s p e c t Luther as an 
August in ian m o n k " in a more 

ecumenical spirit." 
"The s e m i h a r i a n s understood 

church h is tory arid w e r e stron­
g e r in scr iptura l s tud ie s than I 
had expected; Dr. Brown said. 
"I found a g e n u i n e regret con­
cern ing the in to l erance in the 
past b e t w e e n Cathol ic and Prot­
estant . T h e s e doors and windows 
w e r e opened , of c o u r s e , by Pope 
J o h n . " 

St. Bernard's! n k i n d 
about aecidehjta 
plained: 

ly." 

"I have been elected by our 
. 'church m e m b e r s h i p to represent 
t h e m on our parish counc i l ," a 
reader wri tes . "At our last coun­
cil m e e t i n g a project requiring a 
cons iderab le expendi ture c a m e 

up-fora vote: I suggested a delay 
in voting, until w e (the counci l 
m e m b e r s ) heard the opinions of 
our par i sh ioners . I personal ly 
w a s for the project , a"hd during 

. the • d i scuss ion prior to vot ing 
heard a r g u m e n t s that reinforced 
m y opinion. H o w e v e r , o ther 
memoers telt they ^vere placed 
on the council', to d e c i d e «such 
m a t t e r s and c h o s e to vote i m m e ­
diate ly . > * • 

"The quest ion 'posed in m y 
m i n d w a s very difficult- A m I 
elected to' make decisions as I 
s e e fit, or a m I e l ec ted to h e a r 
the opinions of the church m e m ­
bers and vote accord ing to their 
wHshes, e v e n if my„ personal * 
opinion i s contrary to t h e i r s ? " 

This is a difficult .question. It 's , 
the type of ques t ion that worr i e s 
not only par ish counci l m e m b e r s , 
but also citizens, in general in 
regard to their e l e c t e d off ic ials . 

There are no hard : and-fas t 
rules that will m a k e one feel con­
fident e a c h ' and "every t i m e a 
vote i s takeii: that one h a s done 
the " a b s o l u t e l y right th ing ." 

Also , e v e n if w e w e r e ab le to 
arr ive at s o m e gu ide l ines for orie 
parish, t h e s e s a m e guide l ines 
would not n e c e s s a r i l y app ly tjo-
another parish . " . 

The le t ter did not tell of the 
' spec i f ics of the project , but m y 
, gut fee l ing is that I would h a v e 

a s k e d for a d e l a y ufAhe vote . 

. The> d e l a y would ye based onj 
three poss ib le act ions: 1 ) . That t 

a s t a t e m e n t of 'the var ious posi- ' 
tions;be presented to the par-. 
i shioners and publlb h e a r i n g s . 
held. 2) That,a parish-wide meet­
ing be. called to air the issue. 3) 
That' e a c h counci l off icer infor­
m a l l y poll a n u m b e r of parishion­
e r s to g e t their react ions on the 

*pro|ect . ' ••. ' 

My posit ion would be based 
. on the fol lowuig principles: 

• C o m m u n i t y bui lding i s nOt 
' t h e - s a m e thing as* eff icient y o t e -
' r^akirrg.. Votertaking i s a m S a n s 

to ge t an expres s ion pf inten­
tion, a n d to d e c i d e between^ two 

•alternatives-. S o m e t i m e s . there 
are more than two choices. Then 

, t i m e i s n e e d e d for s tudy and 
~dialog to g e t a . consensus . 

.- • A s an e l e c t e d representat ive , 
1̂ have a responsibility to act on 
the ir behalf. • This requires tha1 ; 
i „study the i s s u e s , a n d * c o m e to |. 
s o m e dec is ion . It doesn't n^ces- ! 
s a d l y m e a n ' t h a t 4 h a v e to dec ide : 
on my vote today, but U does j 
m e a n that I h a y e to i o l l q w m y I 
c o n s c i e n c e in interpret ing the j 
c o m m o n - g o o d . v , . ! 

If a } d e l a y , i n m a k i n g a dec i s ion 
wotild aid the - invo lvement of the 
people -and g i v e them'aj g r e a t e r 
c h a n c e to part ic ipate , then -I 
would vote for the deliay. If I 
could not hones t ly say . fchaf the 
people' would .'respond or h a v e 
any desire,«for a part icular i s sue 
to.be thrown back in their laps, 
I would s e e no .reason for further 
de lay . • j v 

Knights Slate Dinner Danee 
The* w e e k of April 1 will be the 

second annual K n i g h t s of Coi-
lumbus Brotherhood \Week. $ 
dinner d a n c e s la ted / o r April 
7 will c l i m a x the w e e k ' s fest ivi i 
t i es and. wil l c l o s e the organiza* 
t ions's annual blood bank drive . 

•i 
Genera l c h a i r m a n of the din-| 

ner dfince, T h o m a s Grosodoijiicl 
announced recent ly t h a t _* Wis 
party wiH be held at t h e Towjie] 
House Motor Inn, s t a r t i n g wit{ a| 
soc ia l Hour a t 6:30 p . m . 

M&yor Stephen "May. and Jo-; ; 
seph Ferrar i , pres ident of the 
Monroe CoTipty Legis lature , will 
be spec ia l g u e s t s . 

Courier-Journal 

Also at tending will be A'nthony 
B." Carameje, ' s t a t e s e c r e t a r y of 
the g r o u p \ a n d Phi l ip J . Spiro,' 
s ta te council- ac t iv i ty director. 
Harold Knauf of P o p e P i u s XII 
Council wi l l b e the t o a s t m a s t e r . 

"When I first t a m e to Margate 
C o m m u n i t y Church it w a s with 
the understanding that,, at the 
end of f iye y e a r s ' s e r v i c e , I would 
b e free (or a s e v e r a l months ' sab­
bat ical for the purpose of study­

i n g s e r v i c e s re la t ed to pastoral 
m a t t e r s . "~ ( I 

' ! 
"Original ly I , | iad intended to 

stay at my alma mater, the Col­
gate-Rochester .Divinity School, 
where in increas ing n u m b e r s 
s e m i n a r i a n s from St. Bernard's 
are taking shared theological 
course s . Whent P|.inO,uired about 
l odg ing , , i t was! s u g g e s t e d that I 
s t a y at St. feernard's w h e r e 
there was morel available room. 

"Fr . Joseph Brennan, the rec­
tor of St. Bernard's , ' w a s agree-; 
able . In fact aUj of the priests 
that I m e t t h e r e - w e r e e x t r e m e l y 
friendly aad Hospitable and 
s e e m e d d e l i g h t e d . a t m y being 
there with t h e m . ' l 

Dr . Brown m a d e St. Bernard' s 
his " h o m e b a s e , "Impending about 
75 per cent of h i s | i m e there. 

"At St. Bernarfs I sat in on;a 
e'ourse on the parab le s of Je sus j / ' 
he sa id , '"'taught (toy a Capuchin 
Franciscan,. Fat&er Sebastian, 
and at Colgate-R&ches'ter I took 

. a c l a s s in pastoral theology 
which was attended by several 
priests and about 15 Cathol ic 
seminarians. J!" 

"When I first Arrived at' St. 
a B e r n a r d ' s I s p e n t a grea t deal of 
time -doing something I had. al-

. w a y s wanted to do1— read ing ex ­
tens ive ly on the lifei and works of 
St. F r a n c i s , and alii of this m a t e ­
rial I obtained a t j t h e s e m i n a r y 
l ibrary ." ( . 
' T u e s d a y s w e r e jSt. 'Bernard's 
d a y s , at Co lga te -Roches ter Di­
vinity School , the! day s e m i n a r ­
ians g a t h e r e d for: the c o u r s e in 
pastoral t h e o l o g y j Others w e r e 
there to take N e w T e s t a m e n t and 
bibl ical s tudies . , • 

Fr . Brenfian, a n 3 o thers of the 
| St . Bernard's! facul ty offered 
I c o u r s e s in both the! Old a n d N e w 
' Testaments for students of both 
schools. '•! 

' I I . ' 
"There w a s no , | content prob­

l e m , " Dr . B r o w n l s a i d . " T h e s e 

yoHNc. 
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WHY 

BUILD 
THE HOLY FATHER'S MISSION AID TO THE ORIENTAL CHURCH 

The answer is easy: they welcbrne the oppor­
tunity to do something needed where it's needed. 
Sometimes, besides, they build the church in 
memory of their loved ones, name it for their 
favorite saint... .Where is a new church needed? . 
In hundreds of towns and vi l lages i n ou r 18 

country mission world, In ftlakal, South India 
YOU 
CAN 

DO 
IT 

NOW 
BY 

MAIL 

HOW 

YOU CAN 
HELP, 

INDIA'S POOR 
TO HELP 

THEMSELVES 

for instance. . . . The parishioners have t r ied for 

several years to build a church on their own. 
They have pooled their meagre financial re­
sources as well as their physical energies. The 
poverty of the parishioners prevents.continua­
tion of the work. You can complete' this church 
all by yourself for as little as $3,000; Yoij'll be 

; doing.something needed.-where it's needed", for. 
Christ-and for people who cannot do for them; 
selves. . . . Do something at least, as rpucb as 
you can ($100. $75. $50, $25, $20, $15,''$10, 
$ 5 , $ 3 . $ 1 ) to help build, th i s church! Your gift 

. of any size will be a Godsend!.'.«Haye you been 
looking for something meaningful to. do? Help 
these people build a simple but lasting ehurch; 
Father Kakkachery, the pastor of Palakal, 
will write to thank you on behalf of his people.-
We will send you a sketch, of tne proposed 

- church, when we thank you.' 

4k 

Archbishop Mar Gregorios "Will write 'personally 
to say where he'll locate i t if you enatfle him to 
buy ($975) two acres pf land as a model farm "* 
for a pa rp i priest. Raising' his- pwn fpod V\t ' ' 
priest can teach fiis parishioners howto increase 
their crop production, (A hoe qosts only 51/25, 
a shovel $2.35.) i -

For only $200 in India you can- build a decent 
house for a family that now sleeps on t h» side-
Walks. Simply "send your check to us. Cardinal" 
Parecattil will write *o thank you also. 

Dear 
Monsignor Nolan: 

Please 
return coupon' 

with your 
offering 

ENCLOSED PLEASE FIND $ _ 1 

FOR. \ 

CH 

NAME. 
" " " - w t f l i r , v iiiifii 

STREET-

CITY -STATE ZIP CODE-

T H E ' 0 L I C W E A H E AST WELFARE ASSOCIATION 

NEAR EAST* 
MISSIONS 
' w ^ . ! , N < : E < * R D , N A L COOKE, Pres ident 
MSGR. JOHN-G. N O U N , National Secre tary 
Write: CATHOLIC NEAR E A S T ' W E L / A S E A S S O C . . 
3 3 0 Madison Avenue » N e w York, N;Y. 1 0 0 1 7 
Telephone: 2 l 2 / 9 8 6 - 5 8 4 0 ; ' • 
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