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St. Agnes Commiittee:
Members of the St. Agnes High School Relevant
Educatiori Day commiittee (l.-r.) Liz Fahy, Val
Evans, - Sister Carol Cimino, Joan Cregan, Lisa
Boyle, Jeanne Hickey and Jean Beauchamp make -
~final plans for the activities at the school today,

Feb 7. The theme of the
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- byBemard Lyons

“I have been elected by our

.church membership to represen’t

them ' on our parish council,”

reader writes. "*At our last coun-
cil meetin a pro;ect requiring a
considerable expenditure came-
up-for a vote! I suggested a delay
in voting until we (the council
members) heard the opinions of
our parishioners. 1 personally
was for the proJect ahd during

.the discussion prior to voting

heard .arguments that reinforced
my opinion. However, other

members felt they were ptaced

on the council, to décide =such

mattets and chose to vote lmme- )

diately. B
""I‘he questnon “posed in my’
mind was very difficuly. Am I

elected to make decisions as [
see fit, or am I eledted to hear

the ‘opinions of the church mem- -

bers and vote accérding to their
ishes, even if my, personal *
rlmon is contrary fe theirs?”

This'is a difficult question, Tt's,

the type of question that worries
not only parish council members,

- but also citizens,in general in

regard to their elected officials.

-There are no hard_—and-last
rules that wi}ll make one feel con-
fident each and “évery time a
vote is taken. that one has dene
the “*absolutely right thing.”

Also, even if we were able to
arrive at some guidelines for one
parish, these same guidelines
would not necédssarily apply to-
another pansh .

The letter did not tell of the

‘specifics of the project, but my

gut feeling is ‘that I would have
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day is “Why We Create.”
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asked for a delay he vote.
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* + The delay would e based on;

three possible actidns: 1). That,
"a statement of the various posi-'

Fd

tions" be presented to the par-.

_1sh10ners and publi¢c hearings.
held. 2) That;a parish-wide meet-

ing be.called to air the issue. 3)
“. That’ each ¢

uncil officer infor-
mally poll a number of parishiog-
ers to get thexr reactlons on the
ﬁprofect .
My p’osxtlon would be based
on the followmg prmciples

° Commumtx bulldmg is not

‘'the.same thing as.efficient yote-
» Votertaking is a méans
to get an expressmn Df inten:
tion, and to decide between two
salternatives. Semetimes . there
are more than twochoices. Then
time is needed for study and
“dialog to'get a.consensus.

-

. & As an eleeted representative,

.I have a responsibility o act on .

their behalf. s This: requires that
I study the issues, and*come to |.
some decision. Tt doesn't -neces-
sagily mear thatsI have to decide !
on my vote.today, but it does
mean that I have to follgw my
conscience in mterpretmg the
commron good. s

M a delay,i in making a- decxslon
wp‘hld aid the-involvement of the
people -and give them
chance to’ partxcrpatef then -1 °
would vete .for the delay. If I
could not honestly say. that the
people would .’ respond or have

any desire.for a partlcular issue -

to be thrown back in their laps,
I would seg ne.reason fon further
delay . ;
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Knlghts Slate Dlnner Danee

Thes week of Ag{ll 1 will bé the

second annual nights of Co-

lumbus Brotherhood - Week.

dinner’ dance slated ‘for April

-7 will climax the week's festivi:

ties and. will close the organizat
tions’s annual blood bank drive.

General chairman of the dm-l

- ner dance, Thomas Grosodoni

announced recently that

- party will be held at the Tow} € ;

. geph Ferrarl

. House Mator Inn, starting: witl a|

socral hour at 6: 30 p.m. \

Mayor Stepnen “May and Q-

Courier-Jolirnal

ey
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.\'

president of the» I3
Monroe Coumty Legislature, will! i}
be special guests. - P

Alsg attendmg will be Anthony
B.' Caramele; state secretary of

the group'.and Philip J. Spiro,

state councik’ activity director.

‘Harold Knauf of Pope Pius- XII
Councxl will be the toastmaster '
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1 See. éd Like One of Them

Baprhsf Minister En/oyed
His Sfay at St. Bernard's

By CONNgE LEARN
Special to CQurler-Journal

Margate, Nﬂ — A Baptist
clergyman ihas|,just returned to
. his pastorate here after spendmg
a 10-wéek sabb tical at a Cath-
olic seminary \éapth the view that
such an experience is invaluable
in the contjnuing theologlcal de-

velopment of both priest and

Protestant mlmlster

Dr. Parker Brown of the Mar-
gate Community Church said his
stay at St. Begnard's Seminary,
Rochester, |N.¥.. offered him-
self, and the pnests and semi-
narians with \gh,om he came in
contact, new i s}ght into pastor-
al problems of bdth faiths.

“Such a s"abb‘tlcal can be ‘a
tremendous help in ecumenical
matters,”' Dr, Brawn, a pastoral
minister foq 20 i’jars said.

“Priests and linisters need to
,be able to relate to each other
effectively;: and this§ cannot
- happen if they are isolated dur-
ing their theglloglcal éducation.
By taking serni nary courses to-
gether, and sharing the experi-
ence of studying, eating, con-
versing, debagng and praying
together, thosé of both faiths
. will better ufderstand one an-
other, thus d wing closer to-
- gether.”” ' { '

Dr. Brown sgid his staying at
St. Bernard'si j‘tkind of came
about He

plamed

accideplally.” ex-

““When I flrst ame to Margate
Community Charch it was with
the understand ng that, at the
end of fiye years’ service, I would
be free $or a several mor ths’ sab-
batical for the purpose of study-
~ing services rFlated to pastoral

© matters.

“orlglnally t }Iad intended to
stay at my almé mater, the Col-
gate-Rochester Divinity School.
where in incréasing numbers
seminarians frofn St. Bernard's
are taking shdred theological
courses, When P{inquired about
lodging, it wasl s{uggested that I
stay at St. Bernard’s where
thére was mqré available room.

- “Fr. Joseph Brénnan the rec-
tor of St. Bernargl’s, was agrees
able. In fact alljof the priests
‘that I met there'were extremely
friendly- and = Hospitable and
seemed ‘delighted . at my being
there with them.’ o

L '
Dr. Brown mad{a St. Bernard’s

his ‘*home base, '{spending about
75 per cent of his fime there.

“At St, Bernard's I sat in on,a

course on the parables of Jesus"”

he said, ““‘taught fby a Capuchin
‘Franciscan, Father Sebastian,
and at Colgate—R chester 1 took
.a class in pastbral theology.
which was attended by several
pnests and al:lo 't 15 Catholic
seminarians. g

‘““When 1 first Arrived at St
great deal of
time «doing somgztllmg I had al-
. ways wanted t L reading ex-
tensively on the lif¢) and works of
St. Francis, and al}l of this mate-
' rial I obtamed atithe seminary
' library.” AT
’l‘uesdays were t. 'Bernard’s
- days . at ColgateiRochester Di-
* vinity School, thé¢|day seminar-
ians gathered for'the course in
pastoral theology(,{ Others ‘were
there to take New 'I‘estamem and
blblxcal studies.

others of the

| St. Bernard’ s‘ thculty offered
courses in both thd Old and New

‘Testaments fot of. s dents of both

schools.

“There was no content prob-
“lem,” Dr. Br?wn said. “These
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courses could have been taught
anywhere.”” But he conceded
that the interchange of the
schools would have been ‘‘in-
conceivable 20 years ago,” ‘add-
ing:

(‘"l‘hls is moving very fast with
faculty and student interaction,
eeymenically. What both schools
wo like to see is more team-
teaching, involving both Catho-
lic and Protestant faculties. Nat-
urally such subjects as canon

law are taken at St. Bernard's.’

The minister said he arose
daily at 7 a.m, with much of his
morning devoted fo study, writ-
ing and correspondence.

.Dr. Brown's favorite period
was night prayers — 20 min-
utes of worship ending the day
in the seminary chapel,”” addipg:

"1 deeply appreciated this jas-
pect of my sabbatical. There was

a.real leeling of a community of

WHY
PEO PLE
BUILD
CHURCHES

fax h m these closmg minutes of
the| day, with both prayers that
were read and spontaneous
prayers being offered. Following
this, often there were student rap
Sejlons in which I pamcmated

he  ,minister expressed sur-
prise that he had found such a
large amount of material on Mar-
tin Luther'in the seminary li-
brary and bookstore, as well as
the fact that St. Bernard semij-
narians seemed to be able to re-
late to and respect Luther as an

Augustinian monk “‘in a more

ecumenical spirit.”

“The semiharians understood
church hi ‘and were stron-
ger in scripti ral studies than 1
had expected,”” Dr. Brown said.
*I found a genuine regret con-
cerning the intolerance in the
past between Catholic and Prot-
estant. These doors and windows
Ye}re opened, of course, by Pope

ohn.”
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_ The answer is easy: they welco'i'ne the oppor-
tunity to do something needed where it's needed.
-Sometimes, besides, they build the church in
memory of their loved ones, name it for their

favorite saint..

..Where is a new church needed? .

in hundreds of towns and villages in our 18

- - YOoU

country mission world, In Falakal, South India

for instance. . . . The parishioners have tried for o
CAN  séveral years to build a church on their own.
DO  They have pooted their meagre fmancnal re-
IT sources as well as their physical energies. The
NOW poverty of the parishioners prevents, continua-
BY . tion of the work. You can complete’ this church
~ MAIL  all by yourself for as little as $3,000; You'll be
. doing.something needed,-where it's needed, for.
- Christ—and for people who cannot do for them-
. selves. . Do something at least, as much as
 You can (5100, $75, $50, 498, £20, 15,810,
$5, $3, 31) to help build. this church! Your gift
. of any size will be a Godsend! . . .. Haye you been
looking for something meaningful to, do? Help
these people build a simple but lasting ehurch:
Father Kakkachery, the pastor of Palakal,
will write to thank you on behalf of his people.
We will send you a sketch of the _proposed
- church when we thank you. ‘,!
4 * P i s
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Archbishop Mar Gregorios '\mll write - personall)*
to say whiere fie'll locate t if you enatfle him to
* - buy ($975) two acres of land as a mode] farm »
How for a parfﬁh priest. Raising’ his own food the '
YOUH%II\_P; p:est canteach his parishioners howto increase
~ their crop production,
INDIA'S PTOOR a shovel $2p35 ) : @ hoe fosts only $1 2.5'
. TO HELP R T
. THEMSELVES For only $200 in India you can build a decenf&
;o house for a family that now sleeps on the side-
- walks. Simply send your check to us. Cardinal"
o Parecattil will write o thank you also. |
2
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Monsignor Ntlnbl:?t: ENCLOSED PLEASE FIND s H
JFOR \
Please mname l
return oupon® N ‘
- with your  sTreer
offering
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'rHE cA'r OLIC NEAR EAST we:.nnz Assncm'lﬂll

NEAH EAST
"MISSIONS

- TERENCE CARDINAL COOKE, Presid
MSGR. JOHI‘? ‘G. % ent

. Write: CaTnouic Near EAST WeLFARE Assoc..
. 330 Madison Avenue *New York, N.Y. 10017
Telephone: :

NOLAN, Natlonal Secretary

212/ 986—5840’*
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