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'Aet Notw - -
On Abortion

The Supreme Court passed on
its decision to prevent the States
from interfering with a wom-
an’s right, to control her own
body. and thereby. do away with
an unwanfed pregnancy. What
they” actually have said is that
our - Constitution, .Wwhich they
s must uphold and defend, does
not make any reference to the

. unborn and therefore, it can not
legislate for or against; but

must honor the right of personal

privacy accounted for in the Bill
of l}ig\hts.

‘Some people think the battle
to-preserve life is now lost and

' that ouﬁl whole society is heade
unchec , toward a Hitler sta
where any unwanted faction i
put.to death without regard to it
personal rights. Nobody| force
a Wwoman to keep her unwanted
child but it’s time for us tolrealize
that with freedom comes fespon;
sibility and that if she su Jected
‘her body to the act that ‘con:
ceived him, she must sustain him
till he can go it alone . i

If we permxt this present abor-g
tion law-to remain on the books;
we have certainly degenerate
to the .Nazi philosophy. Th

‘people of the world 60 years ag

did not speak up till it got out o

hand and only a world war-could

‘stop it Even In our own country,
to reverse the Dred Scott Decis-

ion declaring the Negro “‘not a

'FR. ALBERT SHAMON
é Word For
. Sunday

1
i

unday’s Readmgs (R1) Lv. 13:

1-2, 4440, (K2) 1 Cor. 10:3l,
11: 1. (R3) Mk. 1:40-45.

The Old Testament readmg

_ this Sunday gives a picture of

the horror men. in the ancient
world had for leprosy. Leprosy
was a living death. The leper
literally buried hfmself — muf-
fled his beard and cried out, ““Un-
clean, unclean!”’ The disease sep-.
arated him from, his family and
people. ‘“‘He shall dwell apart,
makmg his abode outside the
camp.’

Thus leprosy"has aiways been a
symbol of sin. Sin is death in
life. Sin alienates a man from

* God and his fellow man. The Re-.
- spepnsorial

Psalm calls sin

“trolible,” “a fault,” “guilt.”

Both leprosy.and sin were al-

most incurable afflictions. Then
Jesus~came! He broke through

. the discriminating attitude of

Old Testamént days and did

. what no man was permitted to

do: -He touched a leper! Then
and there, the leprosy left the
man. The, miracle was a symbol
of His power. )

. Later on, our Lord showed that
e wx@led to.exercise this same
power oyer the leprosy of sin.
To the paralytic He said, ‘“Your

sins are forgiven.” To the apos-

‘tles, “Whose sins you shall for-

give, they are forgiven them,”

As the leper first came to Jesus
seeking a. cure, the only condi-
tion Jesus sets for ‘the forgive-
ness of sins is that the sinner
ask for it. The psalmist proclaim-
ed this: “I confess my faults to
the Lord ‘and you took away my
sins.

-I;Iowever, sterhming  from
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World War o, an abusxve prac-

,tice has'arisen in the' Chureh.
* For multitudinous reasons, usu-|
ally invalid ones, general sacra-'
mental absolutlon for serious
sins is sometimes being given.
without private confession. This |
abuse' became so widespread !
that the Holy Father saw fit on |
June 16, {1972. to condemn this
practice. | Concerning general
sacramental absolution for seri-
ous sins, the réaffirmed the tra-
dmonal norms. °

1. Prlvate confession remains
the only ardinary way to be rec-
onciled to God and the Church.

2. In ases of imminéent death
(fire, shipwreck, war), when"
there is no time for individual

confession, general absolution
‘Thay be glVen

But such absolution is not law-
ful, merely because of a great

concourse' of people ‘as can, for
instance, occur before a feast.

3. Penitents who have :had
serious sins forgiven by general

absolutionj must go to confession

privately before receiving ab- :
solution in this collective formi a &

oY
person’’, a civil war was neces-
sary. . L

That little idnocent can not

fight for himself. I am calling on

"all uncommit! citizens who
still have faith in the Consti-
tution as our toqb to preserve this
democracy to do as our fore-
fathers did ‘— Stand up and be
counted. If it fs wrong to kill,
then it’s wrong from the very
beginning. Just!because the un-
born is minute, xt does not render
him unhuman. ’x,

Do something] Write letters fo,

your representdtives, to news-
papers, to each other; make
speeches in puﬁp;lts, in schools,
to vour family. Become educated
and involved. Our failure to act
to this-point forfed this decision
to be pronouncéd. Now our con-
stitytion " must :be amended to
define person and include the
unborn. Let’s not use abomon
to solve all our cher social prob-
lems.. No matter how honorable
the reasons, mfirder can not be

the. answer fof a nation that

wears lapel pins saying ‘.‘Peace””’
and “Love”. % 1
* Jo-Anne Streb
6 Littleyille Road
. Avon 14414

‘Money Polwws
Challenﬁed

Editor:

Re: Xerox a Sd lKodak are NCC
Targets (Cou exf-Joumal 1/24/
73) . Few corporations of Eny sig-
nificance are not guilty of the
same practices with which the
NCC charges the Giants. Their
policy is 'by no means confined
to apartheid black Africa; but is
pursued with the same abandon
in all the undemL eveloped hinter-
lands of the free! ‘world

Deplorable pp'acnces to be
sure; but“ this case for ‘‘invest-
ments” is purely a matter of the
pot calling thfj 1 kettle  black.
Churches and religious institu-
-tions, concerned over business
ethics, would do}well to extend
that concern 'intg. the ~vast area
of their own invglvement — the
entire investment climate.

To illustrate:, A recent article
in the Times Bnion stated that
“A person who. got a share of
.Eastman ‘Kodak.ih 1918 would
have 647 shares today’” — a clear
profit of $78,405 "\mthout turning

a hand. '

second time, unless a Ju?t cause
prevents them

This codfesswn must be made
within a year — for the “Easter

Duty’’ precept strictly obliges
every Catholic.

4. Those aware of being in
serious sin are, forbidden {o post-

pone private' confession until

an occasion: ariges- for general
absolution. .

5. Ample’ opportunities for.
private. confession must be made,

for the faithful. . " i

6. Priests should be careful
not to discourage. the faithful

from frequent, or devotional,
confession. On| the contrary,

priests should |draw attention

to its fruitfulness for Christian
living. " ‘ ’

'7.. Finally, the much-needed
admonition: “It must be abso-
lutely prevented that individual

. confession should be reserved for

serious sing only, for this would
deprive the!faithful of the great
benefit of confession’ ale will
injure the goocl name| of those
who approach “the sacraments

singly.”

Here is no uncertain trumpet
The .constant tradition of the
Churey is_blared forth loud and '
clear The only ordinary chan-

- fiel for the forgiveness of serious

. sins is pnvate confession! The
practice of ;gomg frequently - to -
private confession, simply out of .

devotion, is, to be commended,
“tecommended and encouraged'

It is stilli true, confession is

good for: the soul Private confes-

- sion is the one certain cure for

e leprosy lof sin. *I acknowl-
ged my sin and you filled me -

ith the joy of salvation.” .

Evidently thati.amount does
not include diyidepds.

i And Kodak' tock is not the ex-

"ception; it is{more the rule. One
concrete example should serve

! the purpose of this letier; Name-

ly to point out the true nature of
. ‘*investments’’ to challenge
| their compatabxl y with every

tenet of Judals .and, Christ-
t ianity alike.

Accumulation ’iof paper for-
tunes in the stotk market is a
by-product” of mxlatmn (overex-_
pansion of the nation’s money
supply) — an gvil instrument
|that ‘permits the earned wages

tof the masses tp be amassed
(unearned by. “‘inyeéstors”’.

Inflatlon robs t?le poor to sup—
port the rich. Socialism robs the

rich to support the poor. Both are -

an affront fo a just God, and ih
violation of the Coristitution of
the United Statesl‘whxch He in-
spired (the church of Latter-day,
ISaints believe thx The writer

concurs). Both a Tanathema to -

freedom.,

.Ponder well wh f inflation and-
its fellow-travellilg investments

have done to the|lower income
braekets of our f society; and

"ye did it to Me" g

Edward A.
" 295% Atlantic Ave.
«z ~»;bengem14szs-

What Is ﬁme

Ecu: ,entsm9
Editor: st

_For Cathohcs, Iecumemsm
meéans’ friendli iness

Wed o f
] ?‘:{I’es“a‘z'l,:“

n't forget for ong momelr that

T‘YAUL ?k% 4y

- em{ches the other’.

Veith -

to other -+ 8

-
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’ j/WE RE WAITING, GEORGE ./ IF TIMMY ns SUPPOSED

TO FOKGIVE PHIL PASTORET FOR PLNCHING

HIM IN THE EVE. WHY CAN'T “OU FORGIVE
THE INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICEZ" - =

cljmrches. A friend is one who is
kipd and considerate, As Cath-
olics, we recognize that God
gxbes actual graces to those not
of our faith that they may be able
to] do good and avoid evil. They
also can | receive sanctifying
gtiace. by which they share in the
Divine Nature, through baptiem
of water or desire. Ecumenism
does not imply that the other
H;.lrches are of apostolic origin,
t they have Divine authonty
to;pieach or to confer the sacra-
ments.

Ecumenism does not mean that
we, together with the other
churches, represent many Chris-

i traditions, each capable of

iching the ‘others and to-
gether forming tife facets of the
{.} pel gem. The traditions of
he other Christian ¢hurches are
not of Apostolic origin. They
welre started by men who have
always beem regarded by the
Church as formal heretics|

he Deposit of Faith, the sum
total of the- teachings of Christ
anfl His apostles, was intrusted
to the Apostolic Catholic Church
byithe Divine Teacher to be safe:
guarded. and preserved withouf
error as long as men live onthis
earth. The Church alone teaches

gospel message in its en-
tnfity

Beceuse the various traditions
contain; much that is errof,- it
cannot truly be said that ‘each
Religions
which destroy belief in the Real
Presence and deny the Eucharis-
tic ‘sacriifice, certainly have noth-
ing| to offer in return which is
comparable. Certain churches
have officially gone on record
as | favoring abortion. Bishop
Spe‘ars of the Episcopal diocese
took the trouble to make a spe-
cia trig to Albany to testify in
favor of the present abortion
IfawE Are we to regard his actions

nriching our Christian heri-
tage?

]
~ Unity is primary. Communion

primary. Nothing else mat-
3 Our Lord prayed that all

| \
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might be one. There can be no
true unity in| the Church or in
society unless men are united
in truth. The biblé is the inspired
and infallible ‘Word of God. It
is a text book; not a teacher. It
needs a teacher, a living voice,
to interpret, explain and amplify

ite teachings. This office of

teaching =il d was en-

mankin
irusted py christ 10-the infallible
and indefectible’ Church which
‘He founded. The n'ilssxon of the
uf

Church is to te all men
through the gospel message.
This is ecumenism in its highest

form. Rev: G. Stuart Hogan
789 East Ave.
Rochester, N.Y. 14607

A Question
On Habits

Editor:

Reading the Courier-Journal
of Jan, 17, I turned to page 11.
There was a picture of the parish
worship committee of St, Charles

Borromeo Church. I couldn't be-

lieve my eyes. .

- As I understand it, the aban-
donment of habits and clerical .

dress has never been authorized
by the Church.

The Vatican II decree on reli-
gious life said that_the religious
habit, an outward mark of conse-
cration to God, should be simple,
modest and poor, but at the same
time becoming.

Pope Paul said on June 29,
1971, that the dress of religious
men and women should be as
the Council wishes, a sign of
their consecration, and that it

should be in some way different -

from the fo that are clearly
secular. T believe this directive

has been re ated three times,
the last abou six months ago.

If I am wrong, will someone
p!ease correct me?

Veronica B. Hogan.
: 434Clark St.

Waverly 14892
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