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Bishop Hickey's Eulogy 
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Lynddh B. Johnson worked for 

people ifra way that marked him 
as a follower of Chrisj;, Bishop 
D e n n i s W. H i c k e y s a i d at a m e -

moriallWass last Thursday. 
. • ' \ 

And when the .former president 
withdrew from politics it was 

* like giving up his lif0 for "his. 
- friends, the bishop declared.) 

A' noontime congregatloiji a t 
St. Joseph 's . downtown. as­
sembled on the day of Mr. John-

. son's burial " in a jspirit of 
prayerT" " Bishop "Hickey noted, 
"to thank God for the contribu­
tions he made in his full life to 
our beloved America j and for 
raising such a man in our midst." 

"Although, a eulogy Will (Be of 
no assis tance to President ^uohn-

, son." Bishop Hickey continued, 
"it is helpful to us who remain 

-, behind to reflect on the unique­
ness of h is 'publ ic service. God 

n%Qid 
allows g rea t men-and women to 
live among us that we may learn 
from their iives how we can 
m a k e our contribution to the 
family of man. 

"Lyndori^Johiisctn, had- a g r e a t 
desire to help people as people.' 
People to him were not jus t 
v o t e s , n u m b e r s on the computer , 

linGS. flu & graph. Thdy wm hu-
m a n b e i n g s — e a c h one wi th a 

^unique personality — each equal 
Before God and man.^ 

"Because-of his love for men 
and women he used all his great 
talents tp guaran tee the basic 
rights of all c i t izens. in the fa­
mous Civil Rights Act of 1964. It 
is" said he was tremendously 
moved in this direction by the in­
dignities suffered over the past 
years by his cook, a Negress. 

"Medicare , federal aid to edu­

cation, reform of iihmigration 
laws, grants for moddl cities are 
but a few Of the measures attri­
bute d to his genius —; all of which 
were characteristically people-
oriented. It was thisi type of ac­
tivity which Christi p a i d would 
mark a man as His follower: 'By 
thisfwill all meh}kn$w that you 
a r e My disc iples , if you h a v e love 
6ne tOr another.1 ,^ ' | 

"Eres ident Johnson knew de­
feat | as- well as f c t d f y . Despite 
his g r e a t successjfonithe d o m e s t i c 
ŝcerTe, peace abroad Sluded him. 
Frustration met^hiirj at every 

step. Here the greatness of, the 
man came through. Realizing 
that his p resence was becoming 
a d iv i s ive factor a m o n g the peo-
pie he loved, sensing that peace 
was slipping farther and farther 
away," he withdrew himsel f -from 
the scene. 

"For a man of his' grea t pride 

and l°Ye of atfu'svemem n was 
a most tiifficulf^eeision but the 
great love of his country, a her-

oic humility and an unselfish 
spirit of se l f -sacrif ice prevai led . 
It was in many ways his greates t 
hour: giving up his personal de­

s i re for the good of the people he 
jpved. 

"There a r e more ways of giving 
up one's life than b y shedding 

blood. Depriving oneself of one's 
greates t t r easu re is indeed a 
form of m a r t y r d o m and i lfwas 

the Master who said 'Greater 
love no man hath t h a t a m a n lay 
down {IIS Hf<? fvT lli§ Mmtifo' 

r 
"To Lyndon J o h n s o n 'political 

"life was everything and he,gave 
up tha t life for his count ry ' s wel­
fare to facilitate the achievement 
of peace." 

FR. ALBERT SHAMON 
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Sunday's Readings: (Rl) J b . 
7:1-4. 6-7. (R2) 1 Cor. 9:16-19, 
22-23. <R3) Mk. 1:29-39. . 

The first chapter of St. Mark 
is a quick run-down of 24 hours 
in our Lord's public minis t ry: 
How busy each day of His must, 
have been! Here is a diary of jus t 
one day: He went to the synago­
gue to teach.* there He" cured a 
m a n possessed, after . church 
He went to ' P e t e r ' s house for 
dinner, cured Peter's; mother-
in- law: "af ter s u n s e t they 
brought him all who were ill, 
and-those. possessed by demons . " 
Job "spoke truly when he wrote, 
"Man's life on earth is a drud­
gery- (Rl). 

Je sus ' power seemed limitless. 
But this power had its dangers. 
It could spark false mess ian ic . 
hopes and nationalistic demon­
strat ions. Mark indicated this 
d a n g e r w h e n he' wrote: " H e 
would not permit the demons to 
speak, because they knew h im." 

EWer present, too, was the 
temptation to capitalize on this 
power . H o w t e m p t i n g , it m u s t 
have been for Jesus to stay in 
Capernaum. He had to m a k e a 
critical choice: to be a wonder-
Worker or to be a savior. That 
was why He retreated to prayer, 
to talk things over with His 
Fa the r and reaffirm His mission. 
P r a y e r is an integrating force: 
it helps man make sense out of 
life. 

When the disciples had discov­
ered Jesus in: p rayer . He detected 
they were' succumbing to the. 
temptation of capitalizing on His 
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powers. "Everybody is looking 
for you ! ' f ' t hey said. Precisely 
because everybody was seeking 
Him for the wrong reason, Jesus 
did not go "back to Capernaum; 
instead He moved on to the 
neighboring villages. 

We might ask, /why did Jesus 
heal bodies? Was it to d raw at-
tention to His message? To con­
firm His authority? To symbol­
ize a deeper healing of man's 
inner infirmities? Most cer-

. ta inly His hea l ing ac t iv i ty had 
these values. But these were not 
the primary reasons for His' 
cures . 

.Sometimes we liken mi rac les 
to , taking a dog off to a ve te r ­
inarian and gett ing its leg healed. 

1 We think of miracles as neutral 
cures: things having only an 
apologetic Value, namely, - to 
prove Jejsus was truly'God. X 

Ear ly (Christians did not feel 

they hadko prove anything. They 
preached! the resurrect ion and 
that- J e sus was the Lord, be­

c a u s e they . were absolutely 
cer ta in :— they had b e e n e y e -
witnesses! They did not need 
miracles to prove what they had 
e x p e r i e n c e d . 

For them, therefore, miracles 
were s imply ' a sign- of J e sus ' 
saving.action. Je sus c a m e to save 

• man , not jus t his body, nor jus t 
his soul, but m a n himself* So 

, His miracles touched the whole 
man . The people of Capernaum. 
,and the apostles too would 
ihave had Him become a body-
healer only. But J e sus never 
healed a body-except to save the 
man. When He gave sight to the 
blind man . it was not jus t so that 
,he could see t rees and g ras s and 
buildings, but that he could see 
the goodness of God in a new-
way. When He, gave s trength to 
withered limbs, it was not jus t 
that a man could walk " from 
here to, there, but that he might 
take giant s tr ides in serving God 
who had been so good to him. 

That was why -Jesus never 
worked a mirac le unless one first 
had faith in Him. Before a mir­
acle. He asked. , " D o . vou be­
l ieve?" After it^ he said, "Thy 
faith has saved thee . " Where 
there was no faith, no opening 
ef the hea r t to God. no read-
jness to accept Je sus a s the di­
vinely-sent Messiah, the re w a s 
no mirac le . Thus a t Nazareth He 
worked no miracle , because of 

"Their unbelief- " 

And so for Mark a mirac le was 
s i m p l y the M e s s i a n i c m e r c y a t 

wtirk here and nqw. And the man 
cured was a lways the be t t e r for 
it. They a r e recounted for us . 
not as a memorV of what Jesus 
did in the past , but a s a ringing 
reminder that the- s a m e salvation 

will be shared with us if only we 
will open our hea r t s to it. ' 

Ttie half-masted) f lags that 

havd fluttered oyer'the nation in 
meiaiory of President) Han-y S 
Truman for nearly a month have 
now assumed I ath (additional 
poignancy of honoring! President 
LymionvB. Johnson.} LB J died in 
his na t ive .Te^as , Where he rose 
from an obscure teapher to the 
highest office in (America. 
. N< it since J o h n A d a m s and 

Thoinas Jeffersbnl idied on the 
s a m e day, JulyJ4>, 16*26; has there 
•beeri a precedent for the deaths 
of {he independent little man 
from ^Independence, 1 Missouri, 
and!the John Wayne-like Chief 
Executive from) the Lone' S tar 
Stam. President |Nbcon has 
ordered the flag's dipped for an­
other 30 days . The nation has no 
moife ex-Presidents to under­
s tand the enormity of the incum-

ben's job and to wish him well. 
Death could not have come a s 
too grea t a surprise, to the 64-
yea;-old Johnson.! He [had had a 
hist' >ry of hear t a t tacks for more 
thai i a decade and only recently 
had told William i Randolph 
Hears t J R . in aji interview at the 
Johnson ranch, " t m i g h t g e t it 
anyjfime." - I . . . 

first order of business each 
was to scan the, lifts, of those 

or wounded itlfe' day be-
Those dolorous f igures 

red over him lijjte a cloud 
in effect, drove ihim out of 
Tfaite Hoose l A s With Wood-
Wllson. and most of his 

e,cessorsr agiflir Wnt forth 
'ohnson withoujt tnecomfor t -
rm*of mellowness^ 

Jiist a yea r beforikhe dropped 
his |x>mbshell and tOldi the world 
he yould step aside in! the hopes 
of clearing the way I for peace . 
LBJ invited Marianne Means, 
the late Frank donniff and this 
rep< >rter to his oval office and 
linb trdened himself , for three 
solid hours. It was an unusual e x ­
perience, h 

H 
offe 

Courier-doumal 

looked deep infh us as he 
h i s . big tough hand, a 

probing s ta re that/ft was some 
kind of final assessment of the 
conversational course he would 
tafop with lis. Almost without 
woms he motioned |us to our 
plaices on the two facing divans, 
separa ted by a coffee! table , that 
reached out from the [fireplace in 

wair opposite his desk. 
I didn' t s ta r t th i s , " Johnson 

of the war in a voice that 
stronger and a shade an­

grier as the night wore on. "I 
inherited this . I t w a s get t ing 
m a r e difficult not Iongi before t h e 
full responsibility;Ml on me. 
Right in this roonvfwhen Ken­
nedy called on Ike af ter the 1960 

election Eisenhower! told him 
tha t the big'.probjeifis be w a s 
going to have a s thefhew Presi­
dent would be ftl! Southeast 
Asia. I • 

i J u s t before Dallas . Kennedy 
tolffl m e That, we weaie going to 

tore to fight in South Vietnam, 
not jus t advise ." : 1 

l B J swung his ieyes a t u s and, 
there w a s aga in challenge in 
tht m. **^o'w. is i t 'goingto be"said 
of- tne t ha t I let Kennedy down? 

An L I goijjig to beiremembered sis 
tht fellow who pulled out , who 
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b e c a m e a s s cared a s a rabbit in 

the field?" 
He did not need an answer. l 

"I sent ambassadors to thirty 
countries, tried everything," he 
said, frustration and anger well­
ing in him. "They just don't want 
peace, don't want to negotiate — " 
now." He lingered on the "now" 
and then continued, "We keep 
t h e ' pressure on them all the 
time. Not too much, not too little. 
I read here and there that they 
still think they 're winning, but 
every day we show them that 
they aren ' t winning, and even­
tually they will realize i t ." 

It was plain that he deeply re­
sented what he felt were unjust 
accusations agaiinst. and inter­
pretations of his policy in Viet-
nam* T w i c e he picked up a phone 

and asked the girl in the outer 
office to bring in char ts , graphs, 
and- polls. His foes among the 

N Washington columnists had that 
w e e k abundant ly noticed that 
his popularity quotient has sub­
sided to 54. 

"Yet they say I 'm in a hell of al 
fix b e c a u s e I used to h a v e a 60," 
he said, genuinely perplexed. 

He w a s e v e n imore disturbed 
by several then-current stories 
that implied he had rebuffed 
certain overtures from, the en­
emy to negotiate a peace. The 
most discussed of these stories 
w a s E r i c Sevare id ' s art ic le in the 
now defunct Look, magazine de­
tailing Ambassador Stevenson's 
last day. made sadder it was 
charged, because his t ransmis­
sion qf peace feelers had been 
shortcircuited ait t h e White 
House. 

"You think Adllai or anybody 
else could get a peace offer and 
I. the President, wouldn't hear 
about i t ? " he asked incredulous­
ly. "They tried to give the public 

«the idea that I'm purposely 
wrong in my handling of Viet­
nam. No President does what 
he thinks is wrong." 

- L B J looked around t h e room 

solemnly and added, "Only 35 
m e n h a v e r e a c h e d t h i s off ice in 
history. I ddn't4hink any of them 
ever willingly sd out to do some­
thing wrong1." His eyes fastened 
on the soundproofed APv and • 
UPI teletypes faintly chat ter ing • 
near his desk. 

"Go over there to those t ickers 
and you can find a t leas t six 
mean s ta tements about m e on 
the wires ," he invited. 

The interview-turned into a 
monologue. He had to get many 
things off his chest. His resent- • 
ment of the way in which the 
Kennedy family had poked fun 
or r idicule a t h i m a n d h i s o w n 
family surfaced. "They- say we 
Won't have any s ty le , " h e said of 
the Kennedys and^ their set . 

"Well, we've got more style," 
than t h e y e v e r h a d . W e ' r e down , 
to earth.' Youvdon't see any of 
those fancy dudes hanging ' 

ground the White House any 
more, running in and Out, do 

you?" ^ j . • 
He pronounced J . E d g e r Hoov­

e r " the greatest l iving Amer ican" 
and declared "without Hoover 
this country migljt have- gone 

Communist 20 years ago." He 
ordered . another - D r . P e p p e r . 
downed it like an old .Western 
cowboy storing away a shot, 
aind r e v e a l e d that h e k n e w of 
dozens of threats on hisiife and 
that White House guards had In-
tercepted " thir teen people who 
managed to get over the iron 
ga tes . " 

He said that of the 34 Washing­
ton columnists whose work he 
was familiar with, all but five 
were "biased against m e . " ss 

It was 9:30 p .m. when he fi­
nally let us go. We went our 
separa te ways, filled with the 
feeling that we had jus t been in 
the presence of the loneliest 
man in the nation. 
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