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The Open 
Window 

Faithful rp her gtfts j 

A Nun Explains Her 

Q. Please comment on this subject: Before Vatican II we. were 
clearly taught that to miss Mass on Sunday without a sufficient ex­
cuse was, for a Catholic, a mortal sin, and one who did 
would go right to hell if be died without repentance. In the light of 

this it can be extremely shocking to hear, especially from priests, 
that we don't have the right to accuse a person of mortal sin because 
he habifuaily misses Sunday Mass. 1 I - ' 

i '• i \ I I ~r - « ' M i l ' i 
I'm asking this because) I recently watched, someone being very 

much horrified by this modification. . r* 
- ' « f ' I 

A_ i It appeals that your question is really two questions. One 
has to do with trie obligation of Sunday Mass. The other has to dp 
with the determination of a particular person's guilt. First, the obli­
gation of Sunday Mass: ? 

' Y 
• The Church can make laws and determine the seriousness 

of the obligation for each, (not arbitrarily but reasonably). 
' • We are bound to obey serious Church laws and have a serious' 

obligation to do so. ~ , . 
. • The (Obligation to Sunday Mass is one such law. It should be 

noted that such laws do not oblige under serious inconvenience. 

In regard to jthe second part, even though we observe someone 
continually missing Mass we may NOT judge his-guilt (or innocerice). 
The most we can! say is that he is not in Fact attending Mass". His in­
ternal guilt or innocence depends on many facts and situations which 
we simply are ndt able to know.,We are strictly forbidden by Jesus 
Christ to make adjudgment; even internally, aboiii the guilt or inno­
cence of a particular person, in any Jnatter. 

*Fhe only matter of concern to each of us is how we ourselves 
stand in referene| to the laws of God and the Church — guilty or4nno-
cent before God. flow tjie'otHer guy stands is hone of our business. 

Our brother is our,Concern insofar as we may fce able to help-him 
grow in God, becjome a better person. We may bo concerned about, 
the danger of his damnation just as we' are for ourselves, but we mUst 
not draw the conclusion that he is on the way to hell. 

By BARBARA M^YNEHAN 

/ 'Each individual is unique and 
creative and should be faithful 
to gjifts, abilities and, calling," 
is the way one very active Sister. 
of M>rcy explains her life style. 

By profession, Sister Mary Sul­
livan, is a teacher, but her time 
outside a.-Rochester Institute of 
Technology- classroom is not a> 
Voted to correcting papers. 

She is vice chairman of Gen­
esee EetlmenleaJ Ministries' Ju­
dicial Process Commission and 
chairman of its corrections com-

'mittee. In addition, she teaches 
a high school equivalency Eng­
lish course to about 25 Monroe 
County jail inmates ranging in 
age from 16 to 40, one morning 
a week. i | 

Her past is filled with prepara­
tion for her present (teaching and 
social involvement. , . 

From, 1963-67 she taught at 
Catherine McAuley C o l l e g e 
here and was its president when 
it closed in 1968. Tl^n she joined 
the English depaijtrnent at Mary-
mount College, Tarrytown. 

She spent'summers teaching 
in Malcolm-King, Harlem Com­
munity Collieige, an£ tutoring at 
a rehabilitative center for women 
drug addicts with' prison con­
victions at .the Village Haven, 
New York City. 

In 1969' she joined the College 
of General Studies at RIT. She 
teaches two language and 
thought courses and another 

called Literature, and Man's Re­
ligious. Experience, which she 
will also teach at St. Bernard's 
Seminary in the Spring. 

To this sister there is no stereo­
type of nuns. There are as many, 
ways to live life as* a nun, as there 
are individuals, she maintains. 
"Sisters today have to create a 
life they feel is the mission of 
Jesus in the Church." I 

As for \yomen being ordained. 

U. S. Steer Helps Hospita l 

A belated Christmas gift in the form of a $2,500 
contribution w a s g i v e n to St . J o s e p h ' s Hospi ta l 

Elmira by'the United States Steel Foundation. The 
contribution will go toward rebuilding expenses 

'not covered by funding from government sources. 
It was presented to Sister Martha Gersbach, asso­
ciate administrator of St. Joseph's Hospital Health 
Center by Richard H. Smith, manager of the El­
mira Heights plant of the American! Bridge di­

vision of United States Steel, . ^ 

Parish Council Workshop 
Scheduled Next Month 

N. Y. DINOSAURS FOUND 
The discovery 6f the first 

dinosaur remains to be found 
within the fenfire State was, 
recently anhounced by State 
Paleontologist Donald W. Fisher, 
of the Geolcigical Survey, New' 
York State Museum and Science 
Service. The discovery site is 
hear Nyack above the cliff of Pal­
isades Diabase in tfie Brunswick , 
Formation,: A late Trassic flood 
plain deposit! of sands, silts, and 
clays fornied about poo million 
years ago. Three1 types of prints 

.are evident — two reptilian and 
one probable amphibian. The 
dinosaurian three-toed footprints 
are tentatively assigned to the 
genera Archisauripus and.Gral-
lator. Both were small; meat-
eating dinosaurs which ran on 
their hind legs with their long, 

^slender tails used for balancing. 
They are among the earliest of a ' 
bizarre group "of reptiles which 
dominated the Earth for about 
130 million years, Fisher said. 

* DKADLINK 
The Courier-Journal welcomes 

news of your club or organiza­
tion. A deadline ! of Thursday 
noon priT»(iing pubEicution must 
be observed. 

The program is sponsor© 

. Horseheads — A parish council 
workshop will be • held. Feb. 4» 
from 2 to 6.p.m. at St. Mary Ourg 
Mother .Church here. The work­
shop session is open to all per­
sons interested in parish coun­
cils and their committers. 

\ \ • ' | • • 

In addition to -discussing the 
•roles of fljlrish councils; with re-

Horseheads Slates Communion 

gard to liturj^y, education- and 
social concerns| a general subject 
will be the Year of. Renewal. 

the Religious 
ice of the 
Region1 under 

id by 
Education Serv-

Chemung-Schuyler 
the direction of 

Sister Jean^ Redman, and staffed 
by members'of 
toral Center. 

Horseheads — The annual 
Communion Breakfast for wom­
en ' oft St: Mary Our Mother. 
Church here will be held Sun­
day after the 9:30 a.m. Ma$s. 

Sponsored by the parish's Altar 
and Rosary Society, the break­
fast's guest speaker will be Sister 

Courier-Journal < 

'Reservations 
by?-.- calling 
739-2432. 

the diocesan Pas-

Breakfast 
Karen who will-discuss the-oper­
ation of SC Jlosegh's-Hospital 

-during and alter 'the June 23' 
flood which severely damaged 
the.institution. 

should be made 
either 739-9058 or 

% .BILL 

tow** % 
% 

£ 

THE OTHERS*: 
m 

W^riesday, JanUir^il?; 1973 

priests, she sees no reason 
can't be priests, but it's no big 
deal to, her. "I .believe in the 
priesthood of all people," says 
.Sister Mary. i 

To this active woman, who is 
strongly, devoted to" the Church 
and Christ's teachings, criticism 
of the Church is important. 

"We must constantly love and 
criticize the Church.Not to criti­
cize i t j s to deiiiean it, as if the 

- Church were a child," she exv 
plained. 

; She seemed troubled about the 
" pigqiflcant^percentage or college , 

students she meets that feel 
alienated from institutionalized' 
forms of religion. 

Her students think, of them-
* selves as religious people in a 

very deep sense, she said, but 
-'they need to recover from 
stereotypes about ' communal 
worship." 

Their stereotypes are not made 
out of thin air," she obserfed. 

Sister Mary doesn't see youth's 
alienation from organized reli­
gion as unique. She fee ls there is 
a "fundamental religion crisis * 
in the United Slates, and she 
cited its beginning 'with the 
emergence of itiodem science. 
' "Modern science and religion 

do not understand one another's 
goals very well," she said, there­
fore they don't co-exist without 
the former negating the latter 
in the rational 20th Century 
mind. * i • 

Philippone Realty inc . 
"See Tptb Sold Sign Sooner' 
• I ' OFFICES 

I . CHILI 247-5G79 
F-ITTSFORD 3814740 

GREECE 227-0458 

DOWNTOWN ft ANS.-SERV. 232-6610-

HEDFOR * BUILDERS. 
A JIEW.Sm OF BUSINESS FOR HQli OWNEBS' 

CALL US FOR GOOD SAYINGS; 
on Your HOME REMODELING NEEDS 

PAINTING • CARPENTRY • PLUMBING 
ROOFING • MASONRY • BLACK TOPPING 

• HANDYMAN • GUTTERS 

WE DO ALL YOUR HOME WORK! 
AN EXPERT FOR EVERY JOB! 

Just Call This Number 
FOR INFORMATION & ESTIMATES 

254-2424 We will supply mi tra l and tabor 
or just Uw Labor. Purchase your 

am materials for sayings. 

Member of Rochester Chamber of Commerce 

our circle of 
coverage 

For the past eighteen years 
the John Canepa Agency -

. has been providing families 
and businessmen alike wi th ' 
insurance coverage specif i-
cally'tailoired to their -
individual needs. 

I . 
Call ujs now arid let us show 
you how our circle of cover/ 
age cm work for you. 

insurance 
451COOPER RDL 266-
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