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'I“wo articles, onein the| (U S) Na-
tional Catholic Repqrter and the other

will be another {year of decline for
e churches, even for the Catholic
Church. R x

Church drop-outs aren tx really as
much against the Church as they aie
just unimpressed with it. ‘It doésn’t
do anything for me|” sui‘ns up the at-
titude of the de-churched people.

people jus don t reahze how

much they stand to/lo
and its message go

We are witnesses \at thls ime of the
frightening power our nation’s Presi-
dent holds when he can tun? on or'turn
off at his own w the massive des-
tructive forces at hl§ command without
consulting or even giving a reagon to
the ‘American people- or their elgcted
representatives. And . legislation has
been proposed to cut off even the
trickle of facts the news media are at
present able to provide us.

We need to have at hand a force to

éhe Church

. remind us that we are meant to be free,

that we are not pawns of a few power-
ful’ men

That’s not my ldea — that’s an idea

Jesus had long ago.

“As yvou kn
of the peopl oppress their people, and

whoever hol

“But this is not the way it shall be with
you.” (Matthew.20: 25-26) - 5
}

He came mto conflict thh those who
held power in his day and they put him
to death because he'insisted on “‘power,
for the people” and not just for the pr
curator -or ‘the president But ev
though they killed him, his message
passed-from mouth to mouth and be-
came a mighty chorus that, finally put
down the Emperor of Rome from his

throne. ‘,

Dorothee Solle a Etfro an woman

scholar, in a talk -at ldst Septembers

) l'ntematxonal Congress of Learned

Societies in ghe Field of Religion
held in Los geles,’ asked, “Why
should one still be a Christian in this
modern, scientific, technologxcal

s -

answere her own xquestlon'

-She

+

Le ‘Monde of Parxs, predicted that
y
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” he saxd “the ruylers’ /..

pﬁwer“uses itrecklessly.

bt to ?-ender a’ sxmple

' ?nswer. because we still need llbera-
ion.” i
!

'plams her ans pr: -
‘““The Gospel {is won erful It speaksl
about my life n the |way ‘in whxch I

seriousness tha does ot permit even a
single ‘day of ij:
it speaksof a h
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pe that does not permit
even a single perso to be omitted. -
It speaks of a fs \? which does not
allow 1£self to grow plind, and of a joy :
that is coptagiqus. The, Gosper speaks -
without coftempt. about the life of
all human.beings: every hour counts,
every hunger fieans fthe right to eat,
all the tears will be collected, nobody

‘counted out.

: t
“ “The Gospel is beautiful ‘because it
.abolishés ' all . ; all self-con-, .
. tempt, and ali contempt for other
people. It does not ay§ “w me to accept
* life only -partially — ' just when it's

~

g.

© % young or healthy or ht it confounds

those who -onl love their life to a
certain extent jof under certain con-
ditjons. The Gospel expresses %an in-
finite affirmatian of life: It deals with a
- mangwho has lived thlS mfxmte affirma-
tion. - ) v

“He was a Worke who wandered
about with ' a group pof friends. They
shared what t%y owned, they helped -
the sick. He " ld sto ies which dealt
with liberation n and fear

were . excluded, d power
played no role

And that is
-~ to keep that

At a time when life is Qeap, when.. -
people are despised, when : thousands
of people are just counted ‘out as not
worth our wo then: we need that
message of I 8(10 d liberation
even more so (than en Jesus first
said it.

Maybe ‘the Church is :reticent. at
times, maybe shy, but sooner or later
" it cognes back tp its senses and, like its
‘it speaks|-out, 4nd it suffers for

it, but people hre set free and that’s
why we need the Church and why I
\\iant to stay a Chmshan and a Cath-;
_olie )
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.ﬁ. month ‘ago I wrote inthis column
. a“'Letter to-Sue” in reply toher year-
old query: “Why don’t you ever write
about us teen agers?”’ -1 said that I

- didn’t feel -competent, and asked her

to write her thoughts about teen agers °
r;d the Charch. Included was an open .

invitation to any other teen ager so in-
clined also-to write. s

' One boy from Our Lady of Lourdes
Parish. in Brighton wrote an 1mpres-
fetter remarking:
Of other. boys and girls will
you. *-This is part of-the

makes youth Ioveable

also’ write
euphona, whi

but exasperafing. Anyway, last week
1 phoned Sgte. asking about her letter. .

With gusto $he replied:” “I have the

Jetter all written but haven’t mailed it

, yet. "It Stlll has not come.

Those awho” -have written, .however;
_seem in.generdl agreement about the
Church the Mass and their peers,
*And ‘Mma

‘heard from “that teen age girl yet?”
‘Now as I wait not over-patiently, I
- ;wnte again. -

t

- Dear Sue, ‘ - Sy ,
En¥osed i is an & cent stamp and the

‘request for a prompt- posting of your -

promised letter. The number.of pe8ple
‘who await your thoughts m(hcate, I

think, their puzzlement.

For years 1 have been p'ohdering.’

about’ the so-called generation gap,
and have come to the conclusion that
the most_potent element in bringing.
about such a more evident confliet

is the instant communication of ideas '
made ‘possible through- TV and radio.
Wasn’t it one of -the Beatles who got

into hot water for commenting that he
was gore popular than Jesus-Christ?
*AS I7recall the incident he .was not
‘claiming to be more important, but
that the teen agers heeded him and his
group  more than they did Our Lord.
. But his cgmment was so crudely ex=
pressed, he was misunderstood.

. . =

From magazines, newspapers, TV,
radio there is implied a youthful turn-
iing to our Lord. Jesus Christ, Super-
Istar was a_great hit financially nd in

y parents,-priests and Sisters
have. as ed with “interest: ‘‘Have you .

.+ important. The hard part is the

‘“I hope 'that -

.o gentle

" impulses,
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popularxty I confess it did not send me . °
into_any. spiritual orbit, but|it may have . -
givéh better direction to Some. Mira-

cles do' happen. “Jesus freaks” and .
suchgroups I think are-a bj of faddism, - .

but better that Our Lord|be honoréd 1
: ex);ravagantly than ‘not at ll

Starting ~ m ‘the rxght direction 1s .
rse- . -t
verance. As I read the letters “which "
‘have come,:I am thinking of the IV , -
series, The Six Wives'of Henry VIII, = .
which falgulxanzed milliens” with the I
life-of a'king who had: all the makings

of a3 super-saint. I-Ienry started. out as .
a sincerely- generous, ‘intelligent, - gift- "+

: .ed, religious teen-ager;.but he changed -

directions in his near 30s. Di yOlLKHOW‘ s
"that'his marriage to his first wife, Cath- *©
‘erine of Aragon was ecstatlcally happy :
- for many years" To fall in love is'ene .
thing. To remain in love is ‘another: . ~ " *
‘whether with a spouse,. an.ideal, or' - -
.Jesus Christ, So I commend to any

". .teen ‘agers who -are-a bit impatient

. with some of us oldsters, the prayer of -
Henry’s cousin, ‘the - sbeaunful Mary
Queen of-Scots, wha asyou recall was

* beheaded’ durmg the’ .reign of . 'ﬂer .

. cousin El;zabet o s

‘k

Mary’s Stuart’s Pr'ayer '

- Keep us, O God, from all pettmess' -
Let us be large_in thought in woi‘d T

and in deed

Let‘us be done w1tﬁ fault fmdmg aﬁd % '

leave off all self-seeking. " * :

.May we put away. all préterise- and
. meet each other face to, face, w1thout \

self pity and without preJudlce s

H

May we never be hasty in Judgment
always“generous '

Let us take time for all things, and
ke us to grow calm serene and

x. ¢

Teach us to put into actlon our better
straight forward and un-

v

- afraid.

Gra\}t that we may reahze that lt is
the little thmgs of life that create-dif-
ferences; that in the bxg thmgs of lee :

we are as one.

Y
And 0 Lord God, let us not forget to
be kad Amen ’ - '
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