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In a tune when religious vocatlons haye fallen ff
drastically, one might expect to find a young nun un-

" sure of her calling, but such is not the c :
Elaine Englert. - ase with Slst r

Slster Elaine teaches English, music and art in t' e

junior high at Holy Apostles school on Lyell Avenue |n -

Rechester. She’s 25 years old, and, as the y gest i
a convent housing six nuns, she-bears the brunt of mudh

of theé teasing. Sister Ambrgsine Casey, principal ¢ £l

the school, laughs, “We never have to. ask who t e

phone is_ for 1t s always for her.”

But the commumty at. Holy Apostles is not nearl
as large as it used to be; where once it housed 18 Sistes
of St. Joseph, now only the six of them llve, and the to
floor has been closed off. - ‘

Opposed to this is Sister Elainé’s faith. “ dont
feel that vocations are a problem. We have a basjc ho DE ..
in the Holy Ghost as rel us that takes carg of every-.-
thing. Besides, I think the pendulum is swmgmg back,
she ‘says.
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" Sister Elame enjoys teachmg, whxch she thinks if :
“releVant .

“Teachmg in a publis school,” she aiids “you can
really talk about Christ. There’s a basic freedom herg
you wouldn’t Kave anywhere else. Like, in the pubh
schools, you hayve Christmas with all the emphasis o

resents and.Santa Claus, but you can’t bring up any «
the spiritual thmgs behind it.” .

_Sister Elal > would eventually like to move mt
teachmg high chool which is what she’ trained fory
After graduatio from Nazareth Academy, she studiege
business education at Nazareth College. !

She’s now in the middle of her third year at-Holy

Apostles school. Before that she spent a year at Corpug
Christi after finishing novice and postulant years at the

“Motherhouse on East Avénue. :

Her day.starts with communal prayer and Mass ‘af

the (‘:hurch across the street. After mornmg classes
the nuns mieet in the convent next to the school for the1 r

noo,n meal. . ' '

. Lunch conversation is hght and gossipy, about.at:
téndance, a boy’s broken arm, and daily occurences.

Afterndon classes -over, Sister Elaine lays out the)
vestments -in the sacristy for the morning Mass, cor4
rects papers, goes out for dinner with some girl frlends ,

and works at ass1gned chores around the house. -

““You could never live this life w1thout a Vocatlon
she says. “You could never do 1t alone.”
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