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* Family Life Sunday
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' fore Christian
' unite in their efforts to influence

, evident

- earthly
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Scheduled Dec. 31

" (Continued from Page 1)
half of powerful interests but no
one speaks for the family. There-
families. must

public. policies and to estaplish a
Jjust social order that safeguards

5 human rights. ¢

‘This important role of the fam-
ily — which may aptly be de-

v scribed as a political rolep— in-
volves three aspects:

1. The Christian family should
exercise a critical function. It
should question the directions
of society and. proposed, social
programs in§light of CHristian
faith  and ristian values and
moral principles. The Christian
must rememnber that it is man’'s
responsibiliily to shape events
in the light of God’s plan for the
world, Yhat is, to weigh every-

- thing in the light of the demands
_of justice and truth. 4

2. Christian families should ex-
ercise a directive influence on
t'the formulation of laws and so-
cial polieies.- As a nation we do
not have an integral corpus of
family law. Moreover, many of,
our laws and so¢cial policies at-
tempt to respond to particular
problems, and are sometimes in-
consistent or ambivalent” in re-
gard to our understanding of the
role of the family. This is espe-
cially true of laws affecting age
and preparation for marriage,
parent-child relationships, di-
vorce and adpption. It also is
in welfare .legislation,
in social prograr?s for minorities,
the poor and underprivileged or
tisenfranchised.

3. Christian families must take
a hold on the future by involving
themselves in efforts at respon-
sible social planning. They must
bring to bear on gli social plan-
ning their convigtion thgt human

, life and the stability of the.fam-

ily are not realities that are
bound up with this world alone.
Thus, social policies cannot be
formulated merely in terms of

life, but muz}% always
consider the eternal destiny of
man. :

>

This is especially true in regard
to concerns about future genera-
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Problem Pregnancy?
For free confidential help
Call Birthright:  716-328-8700,
Office Hours: 10 am. to
2 p.m., weekdays: 24 hour
record-o-fone to receive mes- ¥
SAEeS.

CONCERNED
ABOUT TEEN-AGERS?

« This s the ife of
a Chnistrian Brother

Contact Brother E. O'Connor
Bishop Kearney High School
~'Phone 716-342-4000

We will guarantee
prompt delivery
.on your Cat!

TURNPIKE

CAMPER & TRAILER SALES

1370 Ridge Rd. E. 342-3655
Between Portland & Goodmen
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tions. The child is the representa-
tive of the future, and the way a
society regards childr tells us
much “about its belielEZa the
dignity of man. Our s0HEly is
deficient in pratecting the rights
of children. Permissive abortion
laws vielate the
right to life, and many- of our
social policies ignore the needs
of children or assign the child an
inferior status in society. More-
over, there is a growing tendency
to’ treat children as burdens, or
as interlopers in the private
lives of their parents. Some bar-

ents seém to be involved in a .

continugl flight from their child-
renmn.

Jesus' relationship with child-
ren presents. quite a different

perspective. déne that is at the

very foundatidn of Christian life.
Jesus places the child in a fa-
vored position and gives the
child a special place among those
who believe’ in Him. Our Lord
praises the openness and inno-
cence of children, and speaks
with indignation of those who
would threaten the child. Jesus
treats the child as a child, not
merely as an adult-to-be. He
commends the child's ability to
learn, -the child’s trust and confi-
dence, and ‘the child’s humility.
Finally, Jesus pays attention to
children, and in- blessing them,
proclaims their right to future
existence.

There are many apostolic
groups that are actively engaged
in helping Christian -families
fulfill their role in society. The
Christian Family Movement de-
serves recognition for its efforts
to train families to assume a
leadership role in society. The
programs of the Marriage En-
counter and Teams of Our Lady

strengthen family life. and the’
basic educational work is being

purstued with new enthusiasm by
the priests and couples in_ pre-
Cana and Cana programs. But in

the face of unsolved social prob-

lems such as:poverty, war, dis-
ease and ‘injustice there is a
sense of frustration and a tenden-
cy toward discouragentfent. This,
however, cannot, bé the mood of
the contemporary Christian fam-
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| Laws, Says
Pope Paul

Vaticah City (RNS) — In a

strong defenSe of Church law, .

Pope Paul declared here that
the Catholic Church is not ‘‘sole-
ly charismatic’’ and that the
Chyrch needs legislative power
which is closely related to' its
pastoral mission. '

|

Callihg the law of the Churgh
“insuppréssible,” the pontiff told
a group of canen law expérts
that legal questions in ts'ne
Church are often the causel’of
differences and disagreements
among Church members. And,
he said, ‘‘There are those who
would like the Church to be [rge
from canon law, those who dis-
claim this law and consider] it.
harmful.

“These are errors deriving
from false opinions which sorhe
people spread about the Church,
as though the Church were solely
charismatic and therefore ndt
bound by the law.”” the Pope o
served. 2 *

I3

According to a Vatican Radio
report, the Pobe addressed paf-
ticipants in a Polemical Renewal
Course for judges and officials
of ecclesiastical tribunals organ-
ized in Rome by the Pontifical
Gregorian University. He had
granted the canon law experts a
special audience.

Pope Paul also commented on-
the attitude of those ‘‘who fear
that the spiritual side of the
Church will be weakened by ex-
cessive legalism.”

He also mentioned those who
maintain -that there exists an
‘“‘incompatibility between love
and law, as though justice based
on law were not itself a virtue
closely linked to charity.”

Affirming that W respect
to the ‘‘visible sodjety’’ the
Church is required to' promul-
gate laws which' the faithful are
bound in conscience to observe,
the Pope said respect for laws
issued by the Church throughout
the centuries ''is based on the
conviction E’latcanon- law is in-
separable from. the mission en-

. trusted to the Church by Christ.”’
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- 8th GRADE.
at McQUAID JESUIT
- HIGH SCHOOL

FOR DETAILS,

CALL 473-1130

Catholic education at M¢Quaid: ‘
A Sound Investment in-Your Son’s, Future

WRITE ON...

Write the

CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL
ENTRANCE EXAMINATION
at any one of the High

Schools listed

below

Saturday, January 6, 8:30 a.m.
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Ribbon Cutting |

Ribbon cutting ceremonies started the grand open-
ing celebration of the newest branch office of First
National Bank in the Georgetown .Pfaza: From
left, W. E. Loebmann, president of First National;
Terry Falk, manager at Georgetown Plaza; Freder:
ick White, assistant branch manager; Mrs. Bar-
bara Deming, wife of Supervisor Donald Dem

g
Fred M. Kravetz, chairman of the board; [and
Charfes F. Halick Jr., director of First Natit‘mal.
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Dividends by | " %
Larry Aldrich

385 . !_

Mos‘t effortless little cotton knit ensemble under
~ the sun. Cardigan plus sceop dgess, no gimmicks,
just shiny buttons. Naturalcolored — simply :
a cut gbove all the other resoft cottons — sirhply
Larry Aldrich. From his new Dividends collec-
tion (cotton knit specialities) now featuring in .
McCurdy's Fashion Gallery, Second Flogr, .
Midtown. o i
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