
Pope Lauds Women s Lib, Scores Abortion 
Vatican City (RNS) !— Pope 

Paul said here that the women's 
liberation movement ' Is in itself 
jus t i f i ed ." but held that s o m e of 
its backers somet imes espouse 
"distorted ideas" on the subject 
of abortion. 

The pontiff mentioned the lib­
eration movement in an unusual­
ly to-the-point and hard-hitting 
new condemnation of the grow­
ing pract ice of abortion,through­
put the sorld. 

He told the world that a fetus 
has specific rights from the very 
instant of its conception and 
argued that any opinion Contrary 

to that is againist all-morality and 
laws of God and-nature. 
-a 4 

In addressing a group of Ital­
ian ju r i s t s at a private audience, 
he said that the very idea of 

abortion "is repugnant not only 
to Catholic morali ty, but even to 
universal human ethics." 

The 75-year-old spiritual lead­
er, long in the forefront of the 
forces opposing legalization of 
abortion, said a fetus from its 
conception is granted juridical 
rightjs which a re the same as 
those of any individual person. 

"Now the first and most fun­
damenta l of the rights of man 
is the right to life," the Pope 
stressed, "and there also is the 
right of man to the protection of 
that life." 

Pope Paul maintained that^ it 
is sinful for any persoiji, group 
of persons or government to take 
away tha t ' r igh t i f rom art unborn 
child through an intentional 
abortion. 

BOB CONSIPINE 

On the 
Line 

If you will forgiye a personal 
referencq, once again, last y e a r 
I wrote a piece predicting that 
President Nixon was on the verge 
of making some completely out-
of-characte/ moves. I wrote that 
he — who had based so much of 
his ear l ier ca ree r on vigilant anti-
Communism — might even go to 
Red" China and sit down with 
MaetTse-tung and Chou En-lai. 

My syndicate, having, distri­
buted this nonsense, had' to send 
out urgent corrections by tele­
g ram, -smoke signals and ,sky 
writings to editors to change my 
piece. Seems that the day after 
I made the crazy prediction, and 
four or five, days before it was 
scheduled to appear , Mr. Nixon4' 
we'nt on TV and casually an­
nounced that he was going to 
}he People 's Republic of China 
before the fo l lowing May. 

My piece was no leak from the 
White House, ^no trial balloon. 
1.1 just happeried to coincide with , 
a continuing series of boggling 
i/nind-changes the President has 
been undergoing for several 
years They will' continue into 
his farewell term, to confound 

o the stuffier e lements of the 

Republican Establishment which 
once found him j,o easily pre­
dictable. ' ^ 

oThe GOP on the whole has 
treated him shabbily more often 
than not. It enter tained the 
though of dumping him as Pres­
ident Eisenhower 's Vice Pres-
dent in 1956. It did not give 
him much loyalty in: 1960 when 
he lost to J F K , and little or no 
help in his witless batt le against 
Pa t Brown in California in 1962. 
It was annoyed by his request 'a 
for two extra tickets to the 1964 
Convention that hopelessly nom- ' 
iqated Barry Goldwater. It final­
ly got behind him in .1968 with 
dough and a sense ofideication 
and he won a squeaker over 
Tlubert Humphrey, the man the 
Democratic Establ ishment — 
notably LBJ — had not boosted or 
holstered. 
1 Now • Richijrd Nixon doesn't 
have to give a damn about the 
Republican Establ ishment . In 
*his swan song four years in the 
White House, he'll not ever have 
to worry about possibly stepping 
on the toes' of some fat cat who 
might hurt him at t i e next elec­
tion. He can fire everybody in 

„ the Establ ishment who humili­
ated him or threatened' to bring 
hfm down before he could reach 
the bliss of a second :erm. He can 

. pick as his associa te ; men he per­
sonally knows and respects. Aft­
er all. the only opponent he must 
moot from here on in is the his­
torian. He'll want vjery much to 
take care of him. 

So. here a re 

about what the ¥\ 
do. or try to do. in h 

years: 
• End the U.S. p 

Courier-Journal 

war in Indochina, but riot quite 
the way George McGovern 
promised to end it. Stop the 
bombing, sure, call the fleet 
home, give the South Vietnam 
and Thailand bases back to those 
peoples,- and get every last cook 
and bottle-washer out of South 
Vietnam. But drive a bargain, 
through muscle and Henry Kis-,! 

singer, which will enable us ,to 
keep the South Vietnamese gov­
ernment and its peoples from 
going completely down the 
drain. 

• Achieve much closer rela­
tions with the People 's Republic 
of China, but at the s a m e t ime 
not turn Amer ica ' s back on Tai­
wan and the miracle of its post-
revolution economic develop-

• Fur ther convince the Krem­
lin hierarchy that it is stupid 
for both of us td continue break­
ing ourselves financially support­
ing a rmed nuclear camps which 
aould not afford World War III. 

• Make the most serious pitch 
to unite the Americas since FDR 
and J F K tried and failed to bring 
the quarrel ing peoples to­
gether. ( 

1 • ReneiW diplomatic relations 
with Cut)a, despite the protests 
of the Cuban refugees in this 
country and the hotel, night club 
and gambling interests in Puer to 
Rico. 

• Discover Africa. 

• Knock some heads together 
in Israel and ' the Arab world. 

• Lighten the burdens of the 
people who pay for NATO forces 
facing Warsaw Pac t a rmies in 
Eas te rn Europe. 

• Keep the Common Market , 
which could not have come into 
being with our costly Marshall 
Plan, from throttling our Euro­
pean t rade. 

• Persuade Japan , the power 
we lifted out of the radioactive 

debris, to cooperate with us more 
diligently on the ma t t e r of t rade 
balances. 

• Keep G. Washington's head 
on the U.S. dollar free of mi­
graine. 

• Smash cr ime more effect­
ively, fight immoral i t ies born of 
permissiveness, succor the ad­
dict, pummel the pusher, pre­
serve the " n e i g h b o r h o o d 
school," which has come to mean 
legalized segregation. 

rew guesses -

esident will 

s lame duck 

irticipation 

• Continue the' 
etc., on 

as 

freeze 
pr icesJ wages, etc., as long 
the unions will refrain from rev 
olution. 

• Keep Henry Kissinger by 
not appointing John Connally 
Secretary of State. 

• Play a little golf in public 
without having to apologize. 

No one, he Warned, has a 
"counter-r ight" in the mat ter , 
especially "wher) an innocent is 
involitl'd." 

i 
" T h e more defenseless the sub­

ject , the more need there is to 
protect him, and the more obli­
gation there is, for everyone to 
protect the mother while the 
child is in her womb," the Pope 
said. ( " 

He then turned) to the women's 
liberation moverhent in remark­
ing that " c e r t a i i distortions of 
the movement of feminine eman­
cipation, or the movement of so-
called sexual liberation, can be 
false and alien to| Christian'prin­
ciples."© 

The Pope repeatedly empha­
sized that the Church teaches 
that no woman has what some 

present-day backers of legalized 
abortion describe as " the right 
of de terminat ion" over their 
own bodies. t. 

He said an individual woman 
is not permit ted to decide on her 

sown whether or not to have an 
'abortion, because tlhe rights of 
the unborn child and the very 
foundations of society hang in 
the balance. 

The papal talk was part icularly 
forceful since the Italian jur is ts 
to whom it was given were then 
meeting at a congress that dis­
cussed abortion. t 

"Jur i s t s have a task second to 
• none in defending this universal 

human value, right to life, which 
is the very foundation of life, 
and at the roots of civilization, 
not just Christian but simply 

universal human civilization," 
the pontiff said. 

Addressing himself to the 
women's liberation movement 
ttiat has been gaining momen­
tum throughout many developed 
nations, the Pope said the move­
ment "does not lie in formalistic 
or material is t ic equality witih the 

other sex." 
Instead, he said, the movement 

has its roots in " the recognition 
of that specific' thing in the fem­
inine personality — the vocation 
of a woman to become a moth­
er." 

This vocation, he said, carries 
with it the rights and duties 

which amount to that universal 
human value. 

Pope Cites Singular Vocation' 

Of Roman Catholic Universities 
Vatican City (RNS) — A Cath­

olic ^university rjnust show, de­
spite its deep involvement in the 
contemporary World, that the 
search for t ru th is not dimin­
ished "but is ra ther st imulated 
and strengthened^ by the Word 
of God, by the hierarchy of val­
ues" it receives from the Church, 
Pope Paul declared here. 

Adressing 8Q officials of Cath­
olic universities from many coun­
tries at a congress on Catholic 
higher education, the Pope said 
he endorsed an , expression in 
the preparatory, document of 
the congress whic^h called for in­

sp i ra t ion and encouragement 
from Church leaders. 

Expressing his own willingness 
to help, he praised^he objectives 
of the m e e t i n g held under the 
direction of Cardinal Gabriel-
Marie Garrone, prefect of the 
Vatican Congregation for Cath­
olic Education. 

He noted thatj the congress 
proposes to carryiout a profound 

study of the relationship between 
the teaching authority of the 

, Church and the teaching of the 
university and to seek oppor­
tunities for collaboration be­
tween universities;. 

The Pope observed that the 
Catholic university is a lready 
deeply immersed, in the secular 
world and he ur/ged the dele­
gates to be certaih of the "singu­
lar vocation" ofi the Catholic 
university — to "demons t ra te by 

Nervi's Hall 
Criticized 

Vatican City -+ (RNS) - A 
major complaint .about the new 
pap^l audience hall adjacent to 
St. Peter's Basilica is that it 
places too much distance be­
tween the pontiff and most of the 
people. 

Yet there was absolutely noth­
ing ei ther Pope Paul or the build­
ing's designer could have done 

to remedy the situation. 
The building had to be long 

and narrow to fit! into the space 
available for its construction. 

And Pope Paul is' required to 
sit at one end of the 300-foot-
long s t ructure because most of 
the rest of the building rests on 
Italian soil, even though it lies 
behind the famous "Vatican 
Wall." ' 

The parcel of land became Ital­
ian land leased to the Holy See 
under the terms of the . 1929 
Lateran Treaty. , 

You can appreciate, can't 
you, that the Holt see wants the 
Holy Father to be on his own 
home grounds when he con­
ducts a general audience and 
when he s p e a k s oUt' on the i s sues 

of the day," one Vatican official 
said. 
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facts that truth is not diminished, 
but is ra ther s t imulated and 
strengthened by the Word of 
God, by the hierarchy of values" 
derived from the Church. 

He said the Catholic univer­
sity " sha res in demonstrat ing th( 
superiority of the Spir i t" a i ' 
"can never accept putting itself 
entirely a t the service of any- ' 
thing other than the search for 
t r u t h / ' 

Speaking of the Increase in -• 
knowledge and technological 
skills which characterize the 
present era and the " g r e a t cur­
rents of thought which impreg­
nate public opinion," Pope Paul 
affirmed that men a re still un­
tiringly involved in the search 
for truth at all levels. 

"In this situation the Catholic 
university has an impassioned 
task, he declared. "Do not al­

low, do not tolerate truth to be 
placed under a bushel. In you 
the world must see the trup 
liberty of the Spirit, in yqu the 
people of Gad need to find the 
witnesses of the faith they pro-
Cess and shrewd guides along the 
paths of life. " 

Pope Paul went on to say that 
"pas tors await your help to ful­
fil their mission" which is to 
guaran tee the authenticity of the 
revealed message of Christ/' 

Calling upon the Catholic uni­
versity to be the "mel t ing pot 
of thought and the school oil life," 
the pontiff exhorted the dele­
gates to "witness that the inner 
man, while he is reaching out 
toward the transcendent meet­
ing with the Lord and th£ . . . 
"ulfilment of the k ingdom, is 

lso dedicated to the good'of his 
brothers and the progress of 

society. 
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