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PAT COSTA/ 

As I 

See It 

Every Saturday flight that we 
are home, my husband and I 
have a brief conversation at 
9 p.m. that goes like this: 

One of us says . "Whew, that 
show is terrible! " 

And the other replies, "Why do 
we keep.watchfng i t ? " ^ 

4 recount it here only because 
there is the1 'possibility that our 
sentiments mirror 
or vice versa 

the nation's 

The program" in question — 
and yes, I a m talking about tele
vision— is a situation comedy 
titled "Bridget Lpves Bemie . " 

It is a ridiculous show, full of 
manities and banali t ies signify
ing nothing. The premise is a 
throwback \o another era. The 
character development is nil. 
The scripts are poorly written 
and the plots go nowhere, do 
nothing, say nothing. 

Yet. "Bridget Loves B e m i e " 
has one of the highest rat ings of 
any of the new shows which 
debuted this past fall. . 

Why11 

- It is the very mediocre filling 
between two toothsome slices of 

brt'iid in a very uneven sandwich. 

"AM in the Family", frequently 
the country's, favorite TV show,., 
again, according to the ra t ings 
system, precedes "BLB" and 
"Mary Tyler Moore" follows it. 

And the truth is that some of us 
are just too lazy to ei ther get up 
and shut the set off or to fiddle 
around and find out what else is 
playing. 

CBS, the network responsible 
for the trio, loves this kind of be
havior on the par t of viewers. 
All networks do. I 

"Bridget Loves B e m i e " , for| 
those fortunate enough never to 
have seen it, is about <a girl and a-
boy who meet, fall in love and 
m a r r y He is & boy from a middle 
f l a s s Jewish family who. runs a 
delicatessen and she comes 
from an affluent Irish Catholic 
family. It may have worked 30 
years ago on Broadway. It 
doesn't work here. Who ca res if 
there a re still people dumb 
enough to get upset over mixed 
marr iages? There a re more se
rious problems in this world. 

T h e two young s ta rs , Meredith 
Baxter' and David Birney, are 
given relatively little enough to 
do. 

The dialogue is between their 
mothers, overplayed by Bibi 
Oste'rwald and Audra Lindley, 
and their fathers, played by 
raspy-voiced David Doyle and 
Harold Stone. 

To touch all bases, Bridget has 
a liberal priest brother and Ber-
nie has a black man for a best 
friend, 

They can't save the show 
either. > 

Come Janua ry , "Bridget Loves 
Bernie" will get some competi
tion in the form of Shirley Booth 
who takes on a new situation 
comedy. And perhaps this is just 
what the doctor or viewers or
dered. 

Orthodox Jews Score 
Bridget Loves Bernie' 

New York (RNS) — A national 
organization of Orthodox Jewish 
rabbis and. educators has urged 
CBS-TV to discontinue the 
"Bridget Loves Bernie" televi-

Once Over 
Briefly 

YOl'Ni; WINSTON - Adults and adolr's-
centM Churchill m his smhid d;i\s Simon 
Wiirrl bnirs ;i striking nwmhlmitT to the 
rt'iil ttyng 

IIAMM 
o( I he 

!( Cond.p'mni'd- Another rip-off 
hl.ick film iiiKtit-nct It'll hit you 

on rtr f>i*;id 

KKKKKfi MADNESS - Not Taicd - Made 
in lhe slnnr ago of cinema, it has a mes
sage for our.time Marihuana ts a no-no 

KISTfl ' I . OP' DYNAMITE - Adults - The 
new name of "Duck. You Sucker " Rod 
Singer find Jiimes rontirn. - " 

HROTHKR OF THE WIND - Everyone — 
Has lhe Marlon Perkins Seal of Approval 

CAHRY ON. DOCTOR Adults - Carries 
on lhe Carry On" tradition, 

o 
DUMBO Everyone He's just a fat kid 

. with big ears 

THIJCOPFATHKR - Adults - Multioscar-
wmnerto be 

jAMMKRSMITII IS OUT Objectionable 
Kausl updated, and pooriy^done 

LADY SINGS THE BLI'ES Adults, wtth 
reservations The story of Billie Holiday, 
with everything from Amos 'n' Andy to 
Snperfjv 

•J 

THK MECHANIC • Adults - First-rate 
spine lingler 

1M.AY IT AS IT. LAYS Adults, with reser
vations • E\islenliallv. how lobuy a ham-
burger 1 _ 

RACK Adults -George C shell 

THEY ONLY KILL THEIR MASTERS -
Not rated James (iarncr *iics cm 

TKIST\N-\ Adu l t s ' Catherine Dem-mc 
in Luis Runnel's superlative film 

1'l.ZAN'S RAID Adults Burt Lamas-
ler and Bruce Davison track down Indians 
in the Southwest 

TiTE VALACHI PAPERS' Adults, vtilh 
reservations - [The story of one. big, 
happy "family ." 

sion series, calling the show "a 
flagrant insult and act of disre
spect to Orthodox Juda i sm and 
. . . most non-Orthodox J ews . " 

The Rabbinical ' Alliance of 
America charged here that " re
ligion is not a joke or a nonsen
sical anachronism or a subjec t ' 
for sat ire which this series at
tempts to make or it." 

In 'its appeal to WCBS-TV and 
the show's sponsors here, the 
500-merhber alliance declared: 
"Mdreover, we who in our life
time5 lost one third of our people 
to the Nazis 'final solution' can
not accept with equanimity this 
television series ' encouragement 
of the spiritual genocide of 
American Jewry through inter
mar r i age —• the main theme of 
the ser ies ." 

At the same time, the National 
Council of Young Israel , an O r ^ 
thodox Jewish laymen 's organ
ization also based in New York, ; 
has gone on record calling for an 
end to the ! TV program. 

i ' 
t h e Rabbinical Alliance point

ed out that „jrjter-marriage is 
strictly forbidden by Jewish law. 

"Yet this series not merely 
condones in ter -marr iage but re
peatedly suggests it is desirable, 
by having the inter-married 
couple as the heroes while por
traying their parents , who op-
pose the practice, as being preju
diced, foolish, out of tune with 
the times, and just not 'with it," " 
the Alliance said. 

"In addit ion," the Alliance 
contended, " the re is the misin
formation of this series convey
ing to the young the impression 
that only minor difficulties, 
often of a humorous nature , a re 
experienced in in ter -marr iage , 
when actually, in most cases , far 
more serfious difficulties occur ." 

At Hom&With the Movies 
WEEKEND NUN 

Wednesday, Dec. 20 (ABC) 

Described &s a true story, this 
made-for-TV d r a m a s ta rs Joanna 
Pei t i t . Vic Morrow, AnruSoth-
ern and J a m e s Gregory in a film 
about a youijg nun caught' in a 
conflict between the responsi
bility of her] religious commit
ments and tne demands of her 
job as a juvenile probation 
officer. 

WILL 
Thursday 

PENNY (1967) 
, Dec. 21 (CBS) 

More than jus t a Western, 
this movie st rives to incorporate 
many theme:s — age vs. youth, 
labor vs. management , love vs. 
mar r i age . Ciar l ton Heston ac
curately portjrays the aging cow-
puncher Will Peifhy, i l l i terate 
but sensitive who finds himself 
at the mercy of the narrow social 
and economic system of cat t le 
ranching. Hi 
of work lead 
of a; cultured 
ett)i and her i 
become se ; 
seasonal fare 

GOODBYE, 
« Fr iday , 

Not the or 
novel, nor 

t ravels in search 
him to the defense 

woman (Joan Hack-
loh, who by accident 
t iers. Worthwhile 

(A-II). 

MR. CHIPS (1969) 
Dec. 22 (CBS) 

ginal James Hilton 
fjor that matter, the 

Robert Doia t -Greer Garson 
masterpiece of the Thirties, this 
"Chips" is ionetheless a pleas
ant old-fashi pned romatic film 
that most people will find quite 
moving. In this musical version, 
Peter O'Tool? plays the distract
ed, unbending schoolmaster who 
is set upon, ttonquered and final
ly humanizec by the lovely Kath-
erine (Petulil Clark) . Pleasant ly 
unobtrusive ijousic. (A-I). 

MAYERLING (1968) 
Saturday, Dec. 23 (NBC) 

Mushy, 
c o s t u m e d 
starring C 

pverlong, lavishly 
women's f i l m " 

atherine Deneuve 

Pontiff 

To Be 

$ Mass 

Seen Here 
Pope Patjl VI 's Chris tmas 

Mass and Message will be tele
cast via satellite from Rome on 
Christmas eye on WXXI-Channel 
21. ; 

The 90-miriute color t ransmis
sion will be Icarried by Channel 
21, 8:30-10 p.m. and will be 
augmented by English com
mentary aijid translation by 
Fa the r Agnfeljus Andrews, an 
English Franciscan noted for 
his television coverage of Vati
can affairs. d 

Bishop Hdgan is also sched
uled for^adfo and television ap-
pearances'dijiring the holidays. 

On Saturday. Dec. 23. he will 
speak on the "Rosary and Christ
mas Message" over the Family 
Radio Network. /-

On Chris tmas Day. the bishop 
will appear*- on the, Ed Meath 
Show at 8 £.m. and t n e Christ
m a s messagje will be his topic. 

The Pap^l Christmas Mass 
usually originates from the 
Sistine thatoel of the Vatican, 
but-this yeaf will be held near the 
small town of Sant 'Oreste. 25 
miles from Rome. 

Pope Payil will say Mass for 

f irker-s at the large construction 
e of a new rail line between 

Rome and Florence, marking the 
third t ime hat he has left the 

•Vatican to qjeliver his Chris tmas 
message. 

Arrangements for the tele
cast a r e be ng made by Fa the r 
Peyton 's Family Theatre , which 
was selected by the Vatican to 
a r r ange U.Sy. distribution for the 
telecast. 

, DICH^'ER TO PLAY 

Misha Did iter, recently hailed 
by Newsweek as " the best of a 
new breed o ' p ianis ts" , will per
form in Rochester on Wednes-

Courier-Journal 

day, Jafi: 
Theat re . 

Wednesday 

1)7 at. the E a s t m a n 

December 20, 1972 

and Omar Sharif im the " t r a g i c " 
legendary tale of roya) romance 
between Austrian Crov/n Prince 
Rudolph and his mis t ress Maria 
Vetsera. Has all Ithe trappings 
of a real tearjerker,, but you won't 
shed a tear, so wtsy waste your 
time? (A-Hl). 

GIDGET GETS MARRIED 
Sunday, Dec. 24 (ABC) 

This is the latest, self-explan-
- atory extension of the presum

ably endless "Gidge t" ser ies . 
We can't wait for "'Gidget has a 
Fami ly . " "Gidget Goes to Reno , " 

«tc. Monie Ellis isloh-so-cute in 
the title role, Mike Burns is per
plexed as her intended, and Joan 
Bennett and Paul Lynde steal 
the show wit,h their mugging a s 
the G's parents,! 

A DEATH QF INNOCENCE 
Sunday, Dec. 24 (CBS) 

Repeat of . a uiade-for-TV 
courtroom drama. Shelley Wii> 
ters is cast as a Midwest mamma 
who comes to big, bad New York 
City to sit in on daughter Tisha 
Sterling's trial for murder. Just 
another day iri Fun City. 

$2700 Winner 
Timothy Shaw (right) of Saci4d Heart Cathedral 
School i s the w i n n e r of a f o u r - y e a r $2700 s c h o l a r -
Ship to McQiuaid Jesuit High School in the 16th 
Annual McQiuaid Spelling Bee. At left is runner-up 
Ronald Maduirski of St. John the Evangelist School 

in Spencerport, who- won a $1350 scholarship. 

DON'T WORRY ABOUT . . . 

Come to the 

TEALL 
STAMP 
SHOP 

U.S. & Foreign Stamps, Albums, 
Catalogs, Philatelic Supplies. 

nywipHJj^E 

"See Teall for a Square Deal" , 

2004 Ridge Rd. E. (West of Culver Ridge Plaza) 388-2140 

GUIDE TO FINE 
k DINING 

The Big Elms Restaurant 
l?6 Seneca St., Honnell N.Y. Our 
Colonial Room—famous tor 50 y t * n . 
Horn* belied pattrliii our Specialty. 
Open dally 7 a.m. - 12 midnight. In
troducing the new Victorian Dining 
Room (gourmet ipenial i ) , Cocleteili, 
Banquet Room. Authentic antique*. 
Tiffany-type leaded slhedes create the 
ideal Victorian atmonphere. Luncheon 
weekday) 11:30 Dinner 5:30. Sunday 
12 30 1-407324-7450. 

Hofbrau Haus 
Closed Sundiyi during 

June. July, and August 
404 Lyell Ave. Home' of real Germin 
& American cooking. Wide choice ot 
continental dinners, such as Sauer-
braten with potato pancake? end 
Bavarian beef goulash. Open dally 
for lunches and dinners. Bavarian 
music Fri.. Sat. nitei. Phone 254-7440. 
Your hosts. Bill and Betty Oswald 

Royal Scot Steak House 
457 Ridge» Road East. Corner Hudson. 
Route 104. Rochester s most distinc
tive dining spot featuring Scottish 
atmosphere, delicious• food. Luncheons 
served Mon. thru Pifi. 11:30-2 p.m. 
Dinners served Mon Thurs. S to 10 
p m Fri. 5 to I I p.m.; Sat. S to 12 
p m. Reservations: 343-4220. Entertain
ment Fri. and Sat. in the Scot's Pub. 

Kar-Mac Manor 
Routes 5 a 20. Between Geneva 1 
Waterloo. Thruway Eiit 42. Dinners 
trom 52.95 — Featuring Prime, Rib — 
Char Broiled Steaks — Chicken Or-
egano — Liver t Onions — Seafood 
— Dancing Fri. t Sat. Rte 5 and 20 
Between &eneya & Waterloo. Reserva
tions —787-1305 or 537-8044. 

N a t i o n a l H o t e l 

Routes 20A and "31, Cuylerville, N.Y, 
Host to travelers since t937. Located 
in historical Genesee Valley, two 
miles Sotithwest of (oene^eo. Steaks, 
chops, broiled on the open pit. Prime 
ribs seafoods, large entree selection 
Open w ' * ' 
to » P.I 

H o u s e o f L e w 

533-534 Stale St Complete legal btv-
c r d g e i , exot ic a n d - t ropical drink., 

Osiefftdl atmosphere Serving lunch-
eorj dod dinner dally I I to 12 mid
night. Fri . 2 d m . Sat 3 a rn. Sun I 

pm fo midnigH. 232-753,3 or 325-1217 

Mr. M ike's Viking 
1485 Mt 

Prime Ril 

day. every 

ralnment 

lunch an.4 

vqtlons. 

Read Blvd., near Lexington 

. Surf & Turf, lobster Tai l i 

Luncheon specials. Enter-

nightly. Serving from 11 A . M . 

dinner. 458-0420 for reser-
dlosed Sundays. 

Special Low 
Advertising Rate 

of $4.90 per inch on 

13-week Basis 
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