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LETTERS

Letters to the editor should be addressed te the editor, Courier-

Journal, Richford Building, 67 Chestnut St., Rochester, N.Y. 14604.
They should be no longer than 1!z pages, typed double-spaced.
Names and addresses should be included. The paper reserves the

right to edit all letters.

_ Father Hogan:

i

Thanks to All-

Editor:

The early morning hours of
June 28 saw an incredible scene
pass before our eyes. Fourteen
feet of water hurried through
87% of our parish, causing terror
and destruction beyond déscrip-
tion. > -

"; Father Schmidt, our Sisters,

and myself had our vantage point:
from the second story of our

school where we were sur-

rounded by one hundred people

who had sought refuge there. We

watched the statues float

3

through the doors of our beauti-

ful Church, carried recklessly by
the torrent, Fearful of the gaso-

line and oil which surrounded
us and due to lack. of provisions,

we left the building-by boat as
darkness approached to seek
food and shelter after a hectic 15
hours of watchful waiting.

Father Brill and our twin
housekeepers were taken from,
the second floor of our rectory

by a rescue squad at three o'-
clock in the afternoon on that

fateful day.

Nearly six months have passed

since Agnes hit us with a ven- .

geance and little warning.

We now pause to give thanks

e
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FR. ALBERT SHAMON

Word For

Sunday
.

Sunday’'s  Readings: (R1)
2 Sm. 7:1-5, 8-11. 16. (R2) Rom.
16: 25-27, (R3) Lk. 1: 26-38.

The Advent-Season climaxes
with the Annunciation story. The
background of this Gospel, story
is the whole history of mankind.

The terse dialogue between Ga-

briel and Mary. is a tapestry of
quetations echoing the Old Tes-

tament.

The (Annunc;u't;on s_tory 1s not u
tape recording of ap interview or
a page [rom Mary's diary. [tisa

Fineditution of the early Christian

Thurel on the ‘meaning of the

. birth of Christ for the higtory of

salvation. Luke presents in a sin-
gle sentence the place and per-
sons involved.

The place is Nazareth, nestling
(as only villages in Palestine do)
in a circlet of protecting hills.
Nazareth was so secluded that it
is not mentioned even once in
the-Old Testament. The Talmud,
which names obscure. places
aplenty, passes it over. Even the
garrulous - historian Josephus,
who enumerated over 200 towns
and cities in Galilee, does not
mention Nazareth., It was a
place fit for a hidden God!

And the persons were an angel
from God and a virgin betrothed.
Three times the angel spoke.

His first words were. '‘Rejoice,
O highly [avored daughter"”
This is the new translation of our
famitiar, ‘Hail, full of grace!'”
Scholars have worked hard over
this short expression, but have
not caught the 'beauty of the
original.Greck. The new transla-
tion, however, better preserves
the .original meaning, for ‘‘re-
joice'" recalls the specific Messi-
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passage .from Zephaniah
(3:14-17), which Luke had in
mind. ‘‘Hail'" is only a greeting;
but ‘‘rejoice” is an invitation to
be happy because the Messianic
time is come.

anic

O highly favored one'” is

preferable to “full of grace!"
“Full of grace’ puts the empha-

- 8is on Mary: Luke wanted to put

the emphasis on God — the
souree of grace. Luke wanted to
show Ged as working in behalf
of Mary for a long time past.
Luke was implying that she had

received more — from and

through God's anticipation of
Jesus’ redemptive work — than
anyone else in the Old or New
‘Testaments, especially her Im-
maculate Conception.

The next words of the angel ex-
plained what further favor God
wished to grant Mary. ‘‘You
shall . . . bear a child . . . called
Son of the Most High."

Finally, the angel revealed the
transcendent origin of this Child.
“The Holy Spirit will cofne upon
you and the power of the Most
High will overshadow you."

The Holy Spirit initiates all the

- great works of God, from crea-

tion to-Jesus’ own ministry and
the birth of the Church.

His overshadowing Mary is an
allusion to the shekinah, or
God's visible presence oh earth
through a cloud. A cloud covered
the; Ark of the Covenant. As a
clo{ld came down on Solomen’s
new temple to symbolize Géd's
coming to his home, so the same
image is used for the coming of
the Son of God to Mary.

| ‘

Mary's answer to the angel’s
discourse was, ''Let it be done td
me as you say.”’

St. Paul said to his Galatians
that he was in labor pains until
Christ be formed in them. Christ
was first formed by the Holy
Spirit and the Virgin Mary. If
Christ is to be formed in our
hearts and in others, then we
must cultivate devotion- to the
Holy Spirit and to Mary.

Regarding the Holy Spirit. we
can but pray to Hirnh daily.
“Come, Holy Spirit, fill our
hearts with the love of Cﬂrist./"

Regarding Mary, we can, but
strive to live by her rule: “Not
what T wish, but what T ought to

- do.”

l.ike the forming of Christ
Himself. our Christ-like trans-

formation must be a lifelong

effort.

My Christmas wish is that the
Holy Spirit and our Lady cauyse
Christ to be born anew in al_l‘ of
vou. |

Q
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2 Obligations,
2 Masses

Those who attend Mass on
Sunday evening, Dec. 24, do not
at the same time fylfill Sunday

obligation and obligation of at-
tendance of Mass on Christmas

Day, Dec. 25.

'Since there are two days when
Mass is obligatory, two separate

aftendances are required of
Catholics.
to God. and His people who

were so kind to us in our hours of
desperation—days without drink-
ing water, heat, clothing, and
living in crowded places away
from home with concern for
those who had been separated

from their families.

In a flooded area, one returns
to dig in to remove the mud and
silt which has covered every
inch of the water line. Properties

and furnishings literally fall

apart and little can be salvaged,

so the first step is to tear down-

and discard even the appliances
of the home. The next step is to
begin the long, difficult and ex-
pensive task of rebuilding.

As we approach the Christmas
Season of 1972, we pause to give
thanks
which made our plight known
and brought so many people
from the various regions of-the
diocese and beyond to give us a
helping hand. Religious, rela-
tives, and friends came from far
and near to give of their talent,
time, and funds, and words of
encouragement. Many were not
of our f[aith and thara wag ne
generation gap in this emer-
gency. Hours and material com-

pensation were never mentioned.

Many complain about our gov-
ernment. Yet, it was a federal
grant which enabled us to reopen
the four grades of our school and
bus the remaining grades to
Corning Catholic School South.
It was the arrival of some state
aid which will help us to operate
this school year. It is the loan of
substantial amounts of money
over a 30-year period at one
percent which will enable us to
rebuild. It was HUD which
furnished us with mobile homes
when we could not return to our
own homes. What other country
could do more in time of such a
disaster?

The United Fund of Corning-
Painted Post is sponsoring a spe-
cial drive to enable the churches
of this community to recover
more quickly. 1 know of no pre-
cedent to this action in any other
area. ’

Recognition should be givén
to the gffice of Human Develop-
ment, which continues to have
its headquarters in our school
ufder the capable direction of
Father' Peter Bayer. Their co-
ordinatjon of the volunteer work-
ers has helped so many, especial-
ly the elderly. :

I canL;]évér adequately express
my thanks to all who have

!:/elped.l am hopeful that this let-

er will reach man%ho_se to
hom we owe so much. May God

bless them and grant them a
Blessedi Christmas!

FatheriJoseph F. Hogan, Pastor
St} Vincent de Paul Church
Corning, New York 14830

Gift Helps
The Needy

Editor:
We are making a donation to

. the Christmas Fund instead of

sending| Christmas cards. Per-
haps othef :people may feel the
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-same ¢way and find the results

" more beneficial. .

Mr. and Mrs. George Leary
3067 E. Henrietta Rd.
Rochester

éosta Column
Commended

Editor:

Pat Costa’s column, ‘‘As I See
It", concerning television’s por-
trayal of the abortion issue as a
Jaughing matter, is one of the
best articles I have seen in the

'Catholic Courier. She should be

highly commended for the re-
view of ‘‘Maude’” which in my
opinion, is one of a continuing
line of tastless programs aired
this season, most certainly the

episode of which she speaks.

I would point out, however,
that the letter-writing public
can go a step further than the
excellent references she listed.
They should write to the FFederal
Communications - Cominission
(FCC) c/o0-Dean Burch, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20201 to lodge a
complaint.

FCC law is most explicit and
states simply that the radio and
télevision airwaves belong to us.
We, the public, own them! We
do not have to stand for such
programming. We can bring
down the wrath of the FCC upon

‘The neediest
cases in the
diocese will
have a bleak
Christmas.
unless you care.

Send your

Contributions

Courier-Journal
Christmas Fund
Care of

Catholic
Charities

90 Ghemnu; St.

Rochester, N.Y.

14604

i
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them. For it is this ‘prganization
which can deny or hold up a -

radio or television sfation’s li-
cense, whjch must b?_ repewed
periodically. i

) Television 'also is upto its ears
in trouble with the surgeon gen-
eral of the United States and sev-
eral Senate subcpmmmees for

its portrayal of violence, mis-
leading and false advertising,

aid the hawking: of over.th.
counter drugs. Three cases are
now pending against the FCC,
Federal Trade Commission and
Federal
by a milifant private grdaup called
Action for Childrens TV (ACT)
which is doing something about
the reports of increase iz vitamin
and lead poisoning in children
who take overdoses of the patént

medicine sold by their Iavorihe‘

TV characters.

The major networks, ABC,

CBS, and NBC, are very sensi-
tive to public criticism and pres-

sure. Complain to them and seng
carbon copies to the FCC an
the surgeon general, Dr. Jessq
Steinfeld. Department of Healfh,
Education and Welfare, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20201.

The best way to register a
complaint is to hit the sponsors
in the pocketbook. Return the
producter Hetad In lagt wael't

article, with a letter of explana-

tion and boycott, and ask for a
refund!

Margi Lash
10 West Main
Phelps, N.Y. 14532
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