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NEAL TRAMA
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A Drug Store
anta Claus

By JOHN DASH

With a little help from his
friends, Neal Trama figures he
can play Santa Claus to about
250 kids from St Bndgets
School this year.

Trama, St. Thomas More par-
ishioner and father of seven,
stands behind the cash register
at Heath Drug Store at 121 East
Ave., and depends on his regular
customers and friends to chip in
toward a party for underpriv-
ileged kids in the city. He's been
doing this for 10 years. And his
friends have been forking over a

little change for just as long.

There's one couple, he says,
that are so faithful that even
this year, when one of them is
dying of eancer, they've contrib-
uted to brighten Christmas for
a child.

Trama's love for St. Bridget's
started some time around 1942
when he graduated from the
school. Trama’'s love for kids
started earlier and he pinpoints
his attraction to the idea of help-
,ing moneyless kids at Christmnas
"to the time during the Depres-
sion when a Sister of St. Joseph
gave him a free ticket to a party
for 5-year-olds at St. Francis'
Church. He says he got an orange
at that party and the memory of
the incident stuck deep down in
his memory.

Trama is especially thankful

for the help of fellow drug sales- " .

man Bob Pauley over the years to
pull the party off: and he men-
tions various . merchants who
contribute party sgpplies, too.
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Van Etten Parish

Sets Celebration
Van Etten — A dish-to-pass

dinner at 12:30 will launch a
Christmas party Sunday after-
noon, Dec. 17, for St. Pius par-
ishioners, their pastor, Father
Bernard Kuchman, announceld.

The children will receive gifts
from Sapta Claus and his
helpers Ann Sullivan, Chris

Martin, Helen Berkley, Anita

rton, Muriel App and Melba
Lgkm all religion teachers. The
'Youth Club dance will follow,
_at 4:30. Mr, and Mrs. John Mc-

Phersorj are chairmen of the
dinner ¢ommittee.
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'He's proud of the fact that
five of the youngsters who have

gone to his parties have also gone *

on to college, but he's hesitant to
ascribe any connection between
his work and what the kids are
doing with their lives.

Money left over, when the

party is cl@aned up, Trama says,”

is given t6 Father Francis H.
Vogt, the pastor of the parish.

Trama says Father Vogt spends
it on outings for children. :

I get a real joy out of it be-
cause I really like kids,"” Trama
says.

He keeps an accurate record of
all gifts right by his register. The
party is slated for Thursday,
Ded. 21, at the school. '
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‘made to know God and to l(je

Vatican City (RNS) — Scoring
what he called ‘“religious indif-
ference” and ‘‘religious denial,’”
Pope Paul VI urged Christians
to use the time of Advent to *‘re-
kindle’” their interest in, and de-
sire and hope for, .mankind's
‘““meeting with God in Christ,
Who is coming.”

“Religious indifference,” he
said at his customary Wednesdav
general audience here, ‘“‘which
expresses an attitude of intelléc-.-
tual laziness that simply 1gnor}e
the question of God, 1s nelther in-
telligent n&r human.’

1
“‘Man,” he emphasized, ‘lis

‘and serve God in this life, andito

enjoy a direct and 1inmed1 te
vision of God’ in the next.’ !

| Pope Paul C

Vatican- City (RNS) — 'Pope
Paul took a daring step in the
diplomatic field when he called
on Catholics of Communist-run
Poland to present a unified front
to the government there. He
made thie staterfient -during a
private meeting with a group of
bishops from Poland.

The Pope's recommendation
possibly could be interpreted by
the Communist bosses in War-
saw as a papal call for a Catholic
confrontation with the dictator-
ial government, some experts
warned. However, others doubt-
ed this.

Relations between the Holy
See ‘and the government of Po-
land have warmed markedly in
recent years, and it was felt that
the pontiff was well aware that
his words would not have a
rupturing effect on the easing of
tensions. ’

The bishops came to Rogne to'
thank Pope Paul for fornmally
recognizing Warsaw’s claim over
areas Poland took from Germany
at the close of World War II.
Pooe Paul had also named Polish
bishops to rule for the Church
in the areas which formerly had

been the Oder-Neisse territories.

The pontiff called on the Cath-

olics of Poland to ‘‘be thou ever
united, with unity among priests

in the study of plans for pastoral
work, in action, in the applica-
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emporary ‘‘religious
denial,”” or |‘atheism,” the Pope
went on, *‘itl can be described as
speculative [and existential emp-
tiness.” ’ |

Chargmg that atheism is defi-
cient in ‘‘gritical reason,” the
pontiff declared that it has never
yet bffered |a viable reason for
the existente of anything, let
alone man.

As for con

" He said that in the ‘context of
odern indifference and denial,
man seems to have lost himself
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