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December 13, l£?2 

consumer news •*•¥ 

Your Rights Under the Fair 

Credit Reporting Act 

By Anne $. Fenstermacher 
Staff Assistant - (xlnsumer Affairs 

The use of credit has be- ( l w o years for purposes of 
come an importanl part of employment), 
our lives as consumers, and If you haven't been denied 
recent legislation has guar- credit, but are just interested 
anteed us the right to obtain in finding out what informa-
informulion about ourcredit t i o n i s i n your record, you 
r a t i n g s . F will d i s cus s s t h i s m a y r e v i e w y o u r r e c o r d , b u t 
l e g i s l a t i o n as it a p p l i e s t o a t a c h a r g e . T h e C r e d i t B u -

C r e d i t B u r e a u s 

(.redil Biireatk are located 
in major cities.and are organ
izations which keep records 
indicating the way consum
ers pay their bills, as well as 
other relevant information. 
They provide this informa
tion to businesses which con
sider consumers for credit, to 
insurance agencies, and to 
prospect ive employers. 
When you apply for credit at 
a store, they may call the 
Credit Bureau, including a 
list,of all .businesses which 
have received your credit re
port in the past six months 
(two years for purposes of 
employment). You must pre
sent proper identification at 
the Credit Bureau in order to 
examine your credit record. 

r e a u of R o c h e s t e r c h a r g e s 
$2.50 for this service. 

• N O T E : Y o u s h o u l d a l s o 

be aware of the facti that 
most Credit Bureaus includ
ing the Rochester Credit Bu
reau, have a dual role. In ad
dition to keeping credit rec
ords, they also serve as col
lection agencies to collect de
linquent unpaid bills that are 
turned over to them by local 
b u s i n e s s e s . If y o u r e c e i v e a 
collection notice from the 
Bureau your right to review 
ypur reeWd at no charge 
lasts 30 days, the same as if 
you are denied credit be- " 
cause of a Credit Bureau re
port. 

BrookwoocTs Electric 

Tales 
These are not tall tares. 

If .VOU h a v e b e e n r e f u s e d T h e y a r e t h e t r u e a n d a m a z -
credit because- of a Credit i n g tales of hoW man has pro-
Bureau report, the creditor d u c e d electricity since he 
mtJSt i n f o r m VOU Of t h i s a n d fjrst l e a r n e d h o w to h a r n e s s 
give you the name and ad- j t for n j s u g e 

dress -of the Credit Bureau 
•supplying the report. Within 
.'JO days after you have been 
denied credit because of a 
Credit Bureau .report, you 
may see your credit record at 
no charge.* 

The Credit Bureau must 
investigate any item in your 
record which you feel is in 
error. If the information is 
inaccurate, it must be re
moved from your record. If 
the investigation does not re
solve the question, you may 
w r i t e a s t a t e m e n t g iv ing y o u r 

side of the story and this will 

A model of the nuclear re
actor at RG&E'sGinna Plant 
tells the story of how elec
tricity is generated by atomic 
energy. Brookwood also, 
gives you some insights into 
future methods of the pro
duction of electricity. 

The storytellers are staff 
members with expert knowl
edge of their subject, films, 
animated displays and studio 
tapes. Together they weave a 
tale which has been fascinat
ing people from all age 
groups. 

You and your family can 
/ b e i n c l u d e d in f u t u r e r e p o r t s . visi t B r o o k w o o d , f ree of 

.n the ruse of either such u charge, any Sunday through 
deletion or an addition, you Thursday, from 10 a.m. to 
mav ask the Credit Bureau 4 p.m. It is located east of 
to send this information to Rochester on Lake Riad 
ul 1 businesses which have re- (next to the Ginna Riant). For 
ce ived you*, c r e d i t r e p o r t f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n cal l (716) 
within the past six months 546-2700, ext. 291-203. 

Recipe of the Week 
v- Quick and easy for holiday entertaining . . . 

APRICOT KOLACHE 
T e m p e r a t u r e : 375° F T i m e : 15 - 18 m i n u t e s 
I package refrigerator 1 tablespoon water 

b u t t e r f l a k e b i s c u i t s ' A p r i c o t o r p e a c h p r e s e r v e s 

• l.t'gg yolk Strudel Topping 
1.. O n a c o o k i e s h e e t , f l a t t e n e a c h b u t t e r f l a k e b i s c u i t by 

pushing outward so a small rim is formed and diameter of 
b i s c u i t is a b o u t 2M> - 3 i n c h e s . 

2. Beat together egg yolk and water; brush on rims of 
biscuits. 

3. Place rounded teaspoonful of preserves in center of 
each biscuit. Sprinkle Strudel Topping over preserves. 

4. Bake in preheated oven. 
*Any type of preserves may be used for filling. 

STRUDEL TOPPING 
2 tablespoons sugar 

2 tablespoons pecans 

1 tablespoon butter or 
margarine 

2 tablespoons sifted all-
purpose flour 

1. Cut b u t t e r i n t o c o m b i n e d f l o u r a n d s u g a r . 
2. Mix in chopped peaens and sprinkle over preserves. 

Courier-Journal 

Join the Watt- Watchers 
At the Consumer Information Center 

Visit the Watt-Watcher display, main floor, 89 East Ave. 

May all your Christmases 
be bright . . . and safe, too. 

I n t h e e a r l y 16th c e n t u r y 

Martin Luther added candles 
t o t h e C h r i s t m a s t r e e i n a n 

attempt to recreate the beau
ty of the star shining through 
the evergreens near his 

The Consumer Informa
tion Center is currently the 
headquarters for watt-watch
ers and therm-watchers. 

Waht are watt - watchers 
a n d t h e r m - w a t c h e r s , y o u 

ask? They are users of elec
tricity and gas who are care
ful to use these forms of en
ergy efficiently, safely, and 
wi tho u t w a s t e . T o t h e i r b e n e 
fit t h e y a r e s a v i n g m o n e y o n 
t h e i r R G & E b i l l , a n d t o 

everyone'a benefit they are 
c o n s e r v i n g e n e r g y . 

To help people become 
w a t t - w a t c h e r s a n d t h e r m -

watchers, the Consumer In
formation Center is featuring 
a display which tells you the 
average monthly cost of the 
electricity and gas which op
erate various appliances — 
everything fnom a toaster to 
a gas water heater. 

Available at the Center is 
a booklet prepared by RG&E 
— "The Watt - Watchers 
Handbook" — which shows 
you how you can approxi
mate your own monthly cost 
for over 60 appliances. It also 

Avoid putting lights on features a lesson in reading 
aluminum trees — th IS c a n b e R G & E b i l l s a s wel l as sug -
hazardous. You cam create a gestions on how to reduce 
beautiful effect by spotlight- your bill by using gas and 
ing an aluminum tree from electricity more efficiently. 

j. - two or three points with col- Suggestion like keeping 
home.^Although real lighted o r e d l i g h t s You can also do mats down at entranceways . 
candles are too much of afire th4s to a cut tree as an altern- to cut down 6n dirt tracked 
hazard to be used today on a t i v e t o 8 t r i n g g 0f lights for through the house, and, con-
our Christmas trees, we tol- a r l interesting and unusual sequently, on the use of the 
low the old custom by deco- Christmas tree. vacuum cleaner. Or conserv-

Here are a few fiinal safety ing hot water (and, therefore, 
tips: To retard drying of the electricity) by not using your 
tree place it in water and dishwasher until you have a 
keep it away from sources of full load. 
heat, including televisions So join the watt-watchers, 
and stereo equipment. Never Membership is available at 

will produce a spotty effect. ^ u s e candles, and do not use RG&ETs Consumer Infonma-
A rule-of-thumb formula to cotton or paper decorations tion Center every Monday 
d e t e r m i n e t h e n u m b e r of u n l e s s t h e y h a v e b e e n f l a m e - t h r o u g h F r i d a y f r o m 9 a . m . 

p r o o f e d . A n d n e v e r l eave t h e to 5 p . m . , T u e s d a y s a n d 
lights burning when you are Thursdays until 9 p.m. and 
o u t of t h e h o u s e o r h a v e g o n e S a t u r d a y f r o m 9 a .m . to 
to bed. noon. 

rating them with strings of 
electric lights, often brightly 
colored. Here are a few sug
gestions to make your Christ
mas tree bright and safe. 

Use enough lights: too few 

l i g h t s t h a t w o u l d e n h a n c e 
your tree is to multiply the 
h e i g h t of t h e t r e e by i t s b a s e 
width and multiply the total 
by t h r e e . O r fo l low t h i s t a b l e : 

r 
Height 

4' 
5' 
6 ' 

r 
8' 

N umber of 
Lights 

35 
56 
77 

102 
140 

I n s p e c t las t y e a r ' s l i g h t s 

before putting them on the 
t r e e . F r a y e d c o r d s , e x p o s e d 
w i r e s , b r o k e n s o c k e t s , o r 
burned out bulbs should be 
taken out of service. Buy 
only lights certified by Un
derwriter's Laborator ies . 
(They carry a seal to this ef
fect.) Always use washers 
(gaskets) on all light sockets 
on indoor lights to keep deco? 
crations (especially rnetallie 
decoration such as icicles) 

from getting into sockets. 
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FILL OUT AND RETURN THIS COUPON TO: D 

Dept. 34 Rochester Gas and Electric 

89 East Avenue. Rochester. N Y . 14649 

/ would like mor& information on the following items. 

Name Phone 

Address Zip Code 
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