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Pro-Lifers 
Gained in Vote 

Kditor: 

The effect of the abortion issue 
in the recent election can only 
be measured in terms of results. 
Abortion legislation was thor
oughly discussed on radio and 
TV debates, detailed in news
papers and broadly discussed 
among the voters. 

Pro-life, anti-abortron candi
dates were victorious by a mar
gin of 2 to f over anti-life, pro-
abortion candidates in Monroe 
County Six winners pledged, to 
help repeal the current liberal 
abortion law and three winners 
slated approval of the current 

J a w . It 's very important to realize 
"what happened to legislators 
here in Monroe County and 
across the state. Pr ior to the elec
tion, six state legislators were 

Rev. Louis J . Hortman 
Episcopal Advisor 

Vol HT \ i . .12 P e i - c m b c r b ' l'»7 

pro-abortion and three were pro-
life. A complete reversal has 
taken place. 

It 's obvious a major pro-life 
victory has taken place in Mon
roe County. Rejoice? Not yet, 
as long as current law exists and 
a life is snuffed out every four 
minutes for social or economic 
reasons. 

The State l eg i s l a tu re convenes 
in January 1973. This is ample 
t ime for all pro-life people to 
make their voices heard again 
even louder. Call or write pro-
life legislators urging them to 
do whatever is necessary Xo re
peal the liberal abortion law. 
Let the governor know how you 
feel and ask him to reverse his 
stand. 

Become more informed by 
joining pro-life organizations lo
cally, s tatewide and nationally. 

FR. ALBERT SHAMON 

Word For 
Sunday 

Sunday's Readings: (jil) Is. 40:1-
5: 9-11. (R2) 2 Pt. 3:8-14. (R3) 
Mk. 1: 1-8. 

Mark ' s Gospel begins with an 
act of faith, that Je sus is the Son 
of God. He begins his story about 
Jesus Christ- a teng, wavs back. 
For the thoughts 'of God are 
long, long thoughts. History is 
not a chance concatenation of 
occurrences . It is an unfolding 
of a purposeful .'plan that goes 
back and back to Isaiah who told 
of a "voice crying in the wilder
ness" and to Malachi who fore
told "a messenge r " would go be
fore the Messiah to p repare his 
way 

Mark introduces John the Bap
tist as this messenger and ;this 

voice. 
His role was to prepare the way; 

' for unci to One greater than him
self — this .Jesus, the Son of God. 
Afl of us at one time or another 
have had to make a long distance 
telephone call. And all of us. I 
am sure, have heard an operator 
say. "Please hold on. I am trying 
to connect you with your party." 
You held on. Theji^the. connec
tion was finally made . Remem
ber what happened to the opera
tor' ' She immediately dropped 
completely out of the picture 

John saw his role like that. De
spite his suceess. he knew his 

"work was only to connect men 
to, Jesus He knew he w&is not the 
one who eoifnted. that there 

-was another mightier than him-
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self. He was happy if he could put 
others in touch with this "One 
more powerful than I ." Once he 
had made the connection, he 
dropped out of sight completely. 

Besides alert ing men to Jesus . 
the Baptizer prepared the way to 
him by proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance. This 'was start l ing 
to the Jews . For only Gentiles 
were baptized. By asking the 
J e w s . t o be baptized. John was 
telling them that being a Jew was 
not enough to make them God's 
people; they needed in addition 
to be cleansed. So the baptism 
he proclaimed was one of re
pentance. Repentance means 
more than a change of mind. It 
r e a l l y i m p l i e s w h a t i s m o r e b a s i c . f~\ f T *~f\r 

namely, ui cnangc of Heart, a ^ J v a J 

Christmas time, perhaps . the 
best t ime of all. is a t ime to re
flect and ask why a re we re
joicing. Are we not celebrat ing 
the birth of Jesus Christ and his 
promise of life everlast ing? The 
joy of life is known to all of us 
regardless of its sorrows. The 
right to life can no longer be 
taken for granted. Remember 
Christ 's words. "Whatsoever you 
do to the least of my brothers, 
that you do unto Me." ' v 

Steven Witkorski 
122 Rocmar Drive 

Rochester 

Clarification 
Asked by CUF 
Editor: 

In regard lo Fa ther Hohman's 
column, The Open Window, it 
seems that many t imes he ans
wers the posed question with a 
great deal of equivocation. He 
regularly uses such phrases as, 
"Pope Paul says this but there 
are many who disagree", or "the 
Church teaches this but many 
reputable theologians feel other
wise" . . . etc. . etc. He then pro
ceeds to answer the question in 
such a way that it appears to jus
tify everyone 's position. This is 
part icularly evident when he 
writes about Humanae Vitae or 
a related subject. The Rochester 
Chapter of Catholics United for 
the Faith (CUF) feel he would 
do the readers of the Courier-
Journal a great service if he 
would in his future columns fully 
explain his personal position on 
Humanae Vitae and the Church 's 
teaching authority simply, clear
ly and* without equivocation. It 
would then serve to put any fu
ture answers in his column into 
proper perspective and avoid 
any possibility of his being mis
understood. 

Anthony Aceiari 
Chairman, Rochester CUF 

408 N. Lincoln Rd. 
Eas t Rochester 14445 
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coming to one's senses, result
ing in a change of life — a real 
conversion! 

Cod does not need man ' s help 
in anything. Yet God chooses.to 
ask man for his help in a great 
many things. And when he does, he 
expects man to do his part or suf
fer the consequences. God. for 
instance, is ready to give a crop 
to a farmer, but only on the con
dition thai the fa rmer does, his 
part , which is to p repa re , the 
field by plowing and sowing the 
seed Cod is ready to bless our 
homes. But only if we prepare 
the way by love, fidelity and in
dustry. It is not enough to hang 
up in a dining room a framed 
motto: "God bless our home! " 

What is true of farm and home 
is equally true for the heart of 
man. He must prepare a way foF 
God. Man must discover a sense 
of need for Jesus . He must strive 
with all his heart to love good 
and hate evil. He must want 
Jesus . He must use all the means 
that lead to Him — prayer , sacra
ments . Scripture readings. If 
he refuses, can he wonder if he 
does not find Jesus '1 "Make 
ready the wav of the Lord." 

John the Baptizer was so ef
fective in preparing the hear ts 
of men because he lived his mes
sage. The medium —his desert 
life, meagre fare, penitential 
garb was the message. 

Are we .John the Baptists for 
our age ' ' For those with whom 
we live or work or mee t 0 Does 
our life give witness to > One 
grea t e r than ourselves? There 
is no such thing as a silent fol
lower of Jesus . Our acts should 
be a voice even when our voice 
is not. 

Editor: 

I was thinking of one t ime in 
depression t ime. It was going to 
be Christmas and we had no 
money — not even to buy some-
thing to eat, Before/the. depres
sion we had a lovely home. It 
was ten rooms and my husband 
had a business res tauran t and 
barbershop and we had plenty 
to eat. and plenty of money, we 
were well off, But on that de
pression Christmas Eve all my 
children had no toys. We had 
nothing. So I was very sad. 

I looked at my hands and I 
saw my wedding ring. So I 
thought I could sell the ring and 
buy some toys for my children, 
So I went to Che pawn shop and 
asked the man how much he-
would give me for my ring. He 
said $8. Instead of $35. So I took 
the $8 and bought toys for my 
seven children. And we had a 
wonderful Chr is tmas . Now I 
wish you a Merry Christmas and 
a happy New Year, And God 
Bless You. 

Anna Nicoletti 
2 Country Gables Drive 

Rochester 

Church Music 
We Drin't Hear 

Editor: 
On Monday. Nov. 20. there 

appeared two music reviews in 
the Democrat and Chronicle: 
one by Etta Ruth Weigl of the 
Mozart Credo Mass, sung by the 
U of R. Chapel Choir: the other 
by Laurie Modell of Mozart's C-
Minor Mass, s|ung by the Roches
ter Oratorio^ Society. Both re
views were good. Et ta wrote. 
" P l e a s a n t " , \Miile Laurie wrote, 
"Exhilarating]." 
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IF MATTHEW. MARK. LUKE. OR JOHN HAp RUN 
FOR COUNTY COMMrSeiONER'ANC LOST THEYt? 
BE OVER IT BV NOW/" 

The irony is that this beautiful 
church music cannot be heard 
in a Catholic Church: but, in
stead, one must pay admission 
to a secular hall or theater to en
joy this music. The a,ncient G r e 
gorian Chant, too, has gone 
down the drain, along with too 
much of the Church's heri tage 
and tradition. 

I have heard modeirri music in 
church, such as that beautiful 
tjymn, "Raindrops Keep Falling 
On My Head", (with gui tars 
yet!). Modern it is; inspiring it 
isn't! 

The Church, of course, is woo
ing the NOW GENERATION! at 
the expense of the old t imers . 
Certainly we need young people 
and new ideas. However, I can ' t 
buy changing any organization, 
just to change it. My church 's fi
nancial report contains one -clue 
on the Pepsi Crowd:' they won't 
pick up the tab. after the old 
folks are gone; and I don't neces
sarily mean dead and gone. 

Neil Murray 
135 Frear Dr. 

Rochester , 14616-
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