
As I See It 

MAUDE: 'The subtlety of attempting to picture abortion as socially accept
able and accessible as going to the dentist may be an insidious 
way of anesthetizing the country' 

By PAT COSTA 

Abortion. A laughing matter? 
The producers of " M a u d e " the 
popular new situation comedy 
seen Tuesday nights on CBS, ap
parently thought it was. And so 
Maude, the show's fartyish hero
ine, a grandmother , became 
pregnant . 

The listing in TV Guide for the 
two-part Story gave only an 
oblique hint that the real thrust 
of the program would not center 
on late life pregnancy but ra ther 
on Maude 's choice of solutions: 
abortion. 

Viewers across the country ac
customed to turning on the set 
without consulting TV previews 
found out the hard "way that 
the subject ma t t e r was not only 
poor fare for their children but 
a direct assault on one of their 
deepest moral beliefs. 

The reaction of such Catholic 
organizations as the Knights 
of Coltimbus and the Diocesan 
Union of Holy Name Societies 
as well as a multi tude of smal ler 
groups was sharp and immedi
ate. 

.John W. McDevitt, supreme 
knight, protested in a letter to 
CBS: "The sophisms of the abor
tionists a re about as dearly ap
preciated by millions of Ameri
cans as is rat poison in Hallow
een candy ." 

In a four-page, single-spaced 
missive to the network. Holy 
Name president William Moon 
called for "fairness t ime on the 
ground that abortion is a major 

controversial issue and that 
a pro-life program be presented 
within the framework of the 
Maude show supporting the 
right to life of unborn babies . . ." 

In a letter to this column, an 
area woman, Mrs. Marilyn Tim- „ 
mons of Fox Meadow Road. 
Rochester, a t tacked a line in the 
first episode that has drawn the 
grea tes t 'wra th of individuals and 
groups alike. 

Maude, played by act ress Bea
trice Arthur, discusses with her 
daughter (Adrienne Barbeau) 
the possibility of abortion and 
likens it to "having the dentist 
ex t rac t a bad tooth" and marvel
ing over how wonderful it is that 
New York State is so progressive. 

Mrs. Timmons continued, "Al
so mentioned freely were other 
forms of birth control with 
Maude's -husband commenting,-
Darn it, I knew I should have 

had" that vasec tomy. ' " 

Mrs. Peggy Dawson of 179 
Depew St.. who sent us a copy 
of her letter to CBS, wrote, 
"Since my children a re freely^ 
given information regarding 
family life, not a moment ' s 
thought was given the possibil
ity that this might not be a show 
suitable for children. What I 
expected was a light-hearted 
spoof on the trials and tribula
tions of pregnancy late in life. 
How wrong could I have been?" 

Obviously many viewers were 
taken in by assuming that this 
show might be mildly sensation
al in the manner of its parent 

Aquinas Athletes Honored 
The Aquinas Sports Boosters 

.honored the Catholic Soccer 
League champions, as well as 
other Irish athletes at the An
nual Fall Sports Banquet in the 
Aquinas Cafeteria Sunday. 

Varsity Soccer Coach Dave 
Missell. with a record of 8-3-2, 
awarded individual trophies to 
.Joe Vella. most improved; Na
than Hoffer, most outstanding 
and sportsmanlike: Bob Cupello, 
most valuable. Twenty-two 
others received varsity letters. 

The Cross-Country team, under 
its. new coach. Fa the r Michael 
Wesley. CSB, kept their all-time 
record perfect against city 
chools with eight wins. Individ

ual awards went to Steve Colvin. 
most outstanding; Kevin Kauff-

rt 

man. most valuable: Charlie An
drews, most improved. Five 
other har r ie rs received varsity 
letters. 

Although football had its first 
losing season since 1964, Coach 
Nick Teta expressed pride in the 
players. Trophies were awarded 
to Bob D'Et tore . most valuable: 
Rick Fur ia . most outstanding: 
Steve Lester, most outstanding 
l ineman; Charlie Eber . most pop
ular; Mark Whalen, i ronman 
award: J im Ldne. most out
standing end: Howie Lockhart . 
sportsmanship award and Paul 
Genovese, most improved. 

The banquet was under the 
chai rmanship of Booster Presi-
dent Jeff Wilkin. 

GUIDE TO FINE 
* DINING 

The Big Elms Restaurant 
196 Seneca St., Hornell NY. Our 
Colon ia l Room—famous tor 50 years. 
Home baked pastries our Specialty 
Open dai ly 7 a m. - 12 m idn igh t In
t roduc ing the new Vic tor ian Dining 
Room {gourmet speciabjf, Cockta i ls , 
Banguet Room, Authent ic ant igues. 
Tif fany-type leaded shades create the 
,deai V ic tor ian atmosphere. Luncheon 
weekdays I I 30, Dinner 5 30 Sunday 
12 30 I 607 324 7450 

Hofbrbu Haus 
Closed Sundays dur ing 

June. July, and August 
404 Lyell Ave. Home of real German 
& Amer ican cook ing . W i d e choice of 
cont inental dinners, such as Sauer-
braten with po ta to pancakes and 
Bavarian beef goulash Open dal ly 
for lunches and dinners. Bavarian 
music Fri Sat. nites. Phone 254-9440. 
Your hosts. Bill and Betty Oswald 

Royal Scot Steak House 
bil Ridqo Road East Comer Hudson, 
Route .04 Rochester s most dist inc
tive d ninq spot featur ing Scottish 
. i tmospho'e del ic ious food Luncheons 
served Mon t h , u Fr, I I 30-2 p m 
D nners l e r v t d Mon Thurs 5 to 10 
em Fn S lo I I p m Sat 5 to 12 
p m ResP' v.it.ons 342-4220 Entertain
ment. Fr and Sat in the Scot s Pub 

Kar-Mac Manor 
Routes 5 4 20, Between Geneva & 
Wate r l oo Thruway Exit 42. Dinners 

f rom $2 95 — Featuring Prime Rib — 
Cha. Broi led Steaks — Chicken Or-
eqano — Liver & Onions — Seafood 
- Dancing Fri & Sat Rte 5 and 20 
Between Geneva & Wa te r l oo . Reserva
tions -7891305 or 539 8044. 

N a t i o n a l Ho te l 
Routes 20A and -39 Cuylerv i l lo N Y 
Host to travelers s nee 1937. Located 
>n histO'Kal Genesee Valley two 
miie.s Southwest of Geneseo Steaks, 
chops b ro i led on the open pit Prime 
nbs seafoods larqe entree selection 
Open woekkdays 5 to 11 P.M. Sun 12 
to ? P M 

House o f Lew 

533 534 State St Comple te legal bev-

c a g e s exotic and t rop ica l drinks 

Or ienta l atmosphere Serving lunch

eon and dinner dai ly I I to 12 rrtid-
n.ght Fri 2 a m Sat 3 a m . Sun I 

p m to m i d n q h t 232-7533 or 325-9217 

Mr. Mike ' s Viking 

1485 M l . Read Blvd. , near Lexington. 

Prime R'ibj, Surf & Turf, Lobster Ta i l i 

every day. Luncheon specials. Enter

ta inment n igh t l y . Serving f rom 1 1 A . M . 

lunch and dinner. 4 5 8 - 0 4 2 0 for reser

vat ions. Closed Sundays. 

Special Low 

Advertising Rate 
of $4.90 per inch on 

13-week Basis 

series "All in the Fami ly . " Archie 
Bunker et al have dealt with 
homosexuality, menopause, im
potence to name a few formerly 
taboo TV subjects. 

While some see the abortion 
shows as a crude at tempt at hu
mor and an obvious assault on 
the moral views of a large seg
ment of the nation, there a re 
those" who see it as possibly 
more. 

The subtlety of at tempting to 
picture abortion as socially 
acceptable and accessible as go-* 
ing to the 'dent is t may be an in
sidious w-ay of anesthetizing the 
country. 

That t h e i o r m a t was a situa
tion comedy ra ther than a news 
or information show is an inter
esting point. 

Mrs. J eanne Sweeney of the 
area Right-to-Life Committee 
notes that pro-abortion groups 
have declared it is not enough 
to deliver their message through 
television documentar ies but to 
get enter ta inment shows to 
spread the acceptibility of abor
tion on demand. 

It is easy to see how fortuitous 
this could be for the abortion 
people. Not only would situation 
comedies reach a g rea te r num
ber of people but the humor for
mat could t r im the peaks of in
hibition for those on the abor
tion fence. 

T t en , too, strong identification 
with a popular cha rac te r who 
suddenly behaves in a manner 
many consider immoral may 
lead to rationalization on the 
viewer 's part that if Maude or 
Archie do it. it must be okay and 
maybe the viewer is just behind 
the t imes. 

Perhaps worst of all along this 
line is the realization that situa
tion comedies do not ordinarily 
convey messages . Viewers a re 
off guard, more susceptible to 
ideas they might ordinarily re

ject if they were presented in a The addresses with the head 
more familiar and serious show- of each company are listed be-
case. low: 

Whether the Maude episodes 
were intended to influence and 
persuade or presented simply 
as the producer's idea of clever 
situation that would get a lot 
of laughs is not known here. 

II is suggested that those who 
wish to register tlneir displeasure 
with the Maude show should 
not waste their letters writing 
to the local station. Go to the 
source: 

CBS Television 
51 West 52nd St. 

New York (City. N.Y. 

Mrs. Timmons also took down 
the name of the sponsors of the 
second show. A protest in the 
pocketbook 1s a protest that is 
felt. You can write to the makers 
of Anacin and Dristan, Lipton 
Cup of Soup, Clieetos. Norelco 
and General Electric Color Tele
vision. 

For Anacin, Dristan: Henry E. 
Peterson, president Whitehall 
Laboratories. 685 Third Ave.. 
N Y . , N.Y. 10017. 

For Cup of Soup: W. G. Barker , 
president. Thomas J . Lipton. 
Inc., 800 Sylvan Ave,, Englewood 
Cliff. N.J. 07632. 

For Norelco: Pieter C. Vink. 
president. North American Phil
lips Corp.. 100 E. 42nd St.. N Y . . 
N.Y. 10017. 

For Cheetos: Harold R. Lilley. 
president, Cheeto-Frito-Lay Inc.. 
Dallas, Texas 75235, 

F o r G . E . : Fred J, Borch, chair
man of the board. General Elec
tric Co., 570 Lexington Ave., 
N Y . . N.Y. 10022. 

Enjoy better hearin 
. „ p - r See our complete selection 

designed for every elec
tronically correctable loss, 
priced for every purse Free 
d e m o n s t r a t i o n . 

TINY -IN-THE-EJUB" MODEL 
for a mild hearing loss 
EYEGLASS HEARING AIDS' 
Fashionable and Inconspicuous 
BEHIND-THE-EA« MODELS 
Tiny. lOathor-llgmt. inconspic
uous Weight just 1/3 oz 

ASK ABOUT ZENITHS 10-
DAY MONEY-BACK GUAR
ANTEE If not satisfied, 
return hearing aid to us 
w i t h i n 10 d a y s of p u r c h a s e 

for full refund 

By the Makers of Famous 
Zenith Radio. TV. 

and Color TV 

num. 
LIVING SOUND 

HEARING AIDS MIDT0WN HEARING AID 
81 NORTH CLINTON AVE. 

ROCHESTER, NEW YORK 14604 

Frank G. Zona I 
Manager 

'0-CALL 
454-27131 

r Is There Someone On Your List 
Who Has EVERYTHING? 

. . . This year, give that person 
CHANNEL 21! 

There are two kinds of tax-

deductible memberships in 
Channel 21 . . . 

•*- a $15 gift subscription to 
21 VIEW, our monthly 
program guide, which will 
arrive monthly for one 
year, full of inside infor
mation on both national 
and local programs . . . 

• o r . . . A $30 gift, which in
cludes 21 VIEW for one 
year, as well as one of our 
special book or record bon
uses, ranging from a Julia 
Child cookbook to a set of 
"Sesame Street" records... 
(the complete list of offer
ings is listed below). 

* And-. . . well send a gift 
card in your name! 

$15 gifts of 21 VIEW. 
$30 gifts of '21 VIEW and these bonus offerings: 

• MASTERING THE ART OF FRENCH • William Thackeray's VANITY FAIR. 

COOKING, Vol. II, by Julia Child. Literary Guild Edition. 
D SESAME STREET record set, • 3 MISTER ROGERS long-

containing 3 records & a book. playing records. 

• VIEWS OF OLD ROCHESTER A|ND THE GENESEE COUNTRY, 
: with text by Andrew D. Wolfe 

(Name) (Street Address) - (City) (Zip) 
Attach List of Those To Whom You Wish Gifts & Gift Card Sent, and Mail To: 

CHANNEL 21, 410 ALEXANDER STREET, ROCHESTER, N.Y. 14607. 

1 

• Bill me for 
• Bill me for 

C o u r i e r - J o u r n a l 

• CHANNEL 21 
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