
Has the Church A Future 
What future does, Christ ianity 

h a v e a m o n g A m e r i c a n Indians? 
The t ide of 

A l\foi»ra I n d i a n civil 
/ » . l ^ C W S rights mUitaney , 

A n a l y s i s accompanied by 
J rediscovery of 

indigenous re
l ig ious h e r i t a g e , i s forceful ly 
ra i s ing th i s ques t ion . 

T e n t a t i v e a n s w e r s range from 
blunt declarations by Indians 
that Christ ian faith i s foreign, 
whi te and "infer ior" to a s s e r 
t ions that Christ ian and nat ive 
forms c a n be harmonized . 

A final a n s w e r wil l m o s t l ikely 
d e p e n d on t w o interre lated fac
tors: the d e g r e e of r e s p e c t with
in non-Indian church s tructures 
for r e n e w e d Indian pride in In
dian cul ture , and the ini t iat ives 
of Indian Chris t ians . 

In the m e a n t i m e , m a n y v o i c e s 

are pleading with the churches 
to he lp the " l e g i t i m a t e Amer i 
c a n s " break the c y c l e of poverty 

and discrimination that has 
e x i s t e d for d e c a d e s . 

F e w c h a l l e n g e the assert ion 

that the treatment of Indians in 
Nortfr A m e r i c a i s o n e of the m o s t 
w r e t c h e d e p i s o d e s in h u m a n 
history. 

It is the l inks b e t w e e n Chris
t ianity and the E u r o p e a n culture 
which first s u b d u e d and then in
c a r c e r a t e d Indians that c a u s e s 
s o m e Indians to d e n o u n c e the 

churches today. 

Clyde Bellecourt, an -official 
of the Washington , D.C.-based ( 

A m e r i c a n Indian M o v e m e u 
(AIM) s a y s the church is one 6f 
the "three main enemies" of his 
people . The other two he l ists are 
the educat iona l s y s t e m and the 
U.S. B u r e a u of Indian Affairs. 

A Chippewa, Be l l ecourt ex
pla ins that Indians are not 
aga ins t "the concept of Chris
t ianity , but w e a r e a g a i n s t the 

way it has been used against the 
Indian people . Christ ianity w a s 
taught to the Indians by persons 
who broke aU Ten C o m m a n d 
m e n t s . " 

He s a y s that before the c o m i n g 
of whi t e s the Indians w e r e bet ter 
able to put into prac t i ce a "cul
ture based on shar ing and c o m 
pass ion . . . , pract iced s e v e n 
d a y s a w e e k . " 

Dr. E d M c G a a , an Ogla la Sioux 
who is a s s i s t a n t d irector of In-

is h a r s h e r in h i s c r i t i c i s m . While 
s e e i n g all r a c e s a s equa l ly loved 
by the G r e a t Spirit , h e c l a i m s 
that Christ ianity i s t h e re l ig ion 
of " w a r l i k e " E u r o p e a n s a n d i s 
"fantastically inferior to the 
Indian religion because of its 
structurized, e l e v a t e d priest
hood." 

According to Dr . M c G a a , In
dians ar e returning "en m a s s e " , 
to their o w n faith and wil l b e 
"prouder, happier , m o r e inde
pendent p e o p l e " w h e n the pro
c e s s of return is f inished. 

The e x t e n t of return, wh ich is 
a l so reported by o thers , i s dif
ficult to m e a s u r e . S i n c e n e a r l y 
one-half of all Indians now l ive 
in urban a r e a s , s ta t i s t i c s ar e not 
eas i l y tabulated . 

Census Bureau f igures for 1970 
show that t h e U.S. h a s near ly 
800,000 Indians , up 51 per c e n t 

since 1960 and triple since the 
n u m b e r counted nv-1900. 

How many of the present total 
are Christ ian is a m a t t e r of g u e s s 
work. The major i ty of the In
dian Christ ians ar e R o m a n 
Catholic . In 1970, the C o m m i s 
s ion for Cathol ic Miss ions a m o n g 
the Colored People and the In
dians reported 143,122 Catholic 
Indians . This n u m b e r re lated 
pr imari ly to persons on govern
m e n t reservat ions , w h e r e 55 per 

cent of the Indians lived in 1970. 
Protes tant Indians ar e m a n y 

ewer, with the largest concen
tration of about 20,000 in the 

'Uni ted Methodis t Church. There 
are also Indians in the member
ships of the several Baptist, 
Presbyterian, and Lutheran de
nominat ions , a s wel l a s the 
Ep i scopa l Church, the Uni ted 
Church of Christ and the m o r e 
c o n s e r v a t i v e and P e n t e c o s t a l 
groups . 

It is fair to e s t i m a t e Indian 

Christians in the U.S. number 
b e t w e e n 200.000 and 250.000. 

Among the Churches engaged 
in what w a s once ca l l ed "Indian 
work" and a m o n g the Indian 
cons t i tuenc ie s r efforts ar e under
w a y to l e s s e n the whi te , Euro
pean identity of Christ ianity. 

F o r the m o s t part, the c h u r c h e s 
are not opposed to non-Ejuropean 
forms in worship . Inst i tut ions ar e 
also beginning to listen to the 
a d v i c e Indian m e m b e r s g i v e on 
m i s s i o n efforts and church-re
lated educat ional and soc ia l pro-

dian educat ion for Minnesota , g r a m s . F o r e x a m p l e , . Uni ted 
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Methodis t Indians h a v e w o n a 
m a j o r v o i c e in how m i s s i o n 
funds for Indians . a r e - s p e n t . It 
c a m e a s s o m e s h o c k to denomin
at ional l e a d e r s , af ter an Indian 
task force w a s n a m e d , to l earn 
that Indians w e r e not a l w a y s 
benef i ted by the p r o g r a m s to 
"help" them. 

The Churches are learning 
they are not blameless in the 
atroc i t ies a n d injust ices infl icted 

on Indians in the processes of 
A m e r i c a n colonizat ion and na
t iona l i sm. While kind and s y m 
pathet ic m i s s i o n a r i e s labored on 
behalf of Indian w e l f a r e , thou
s a n d s of red m e n and w o m e n 
w e r e m u r d e r e d in the n a m e of 
Christ by Spanish , F r e n c h and 
E n g l i s h e x p l o r e r s and se t t l er s . 

In the 19th Century, Chris t ians 
g e n e r a l l y b a c k e d the ideo logy of 
"manifest destiny" — extending 
the U .S . from o c e a n to o c e a n — 
and vo iced little protes t w h e n the 
g o v e r n m e n t broke treaty af ter 
t rea ty wi th the Indians a n d , 

finally, herded the r e m n a n t s 
onto reservations. 

The bes t se l l er , B u r y My H e a r t 
a t Wounded Knee , b y D e e B r o w n 

depicts how churchmen were 
a m o n g t e a m s of treaty negot i 
ators w h o s e purposes w e r e usu
al ly to swindle Indians out of 
land. 

Real izat ion of the gr i s ly history 
of whi te t r e a t m e n t of Indians 
can produce guilt , y e t it is not 
guilt that mi l i tant Indians are 
request ing , e i ther of the govern
m e n t or the Churches , which are 
the two inst i tut ions m o s t in-

tegrally involved with Indians. 
They are ask ing for rect i f icat ion 
today of d i scr iminat ion and con
dit ions that keep Indians im
pover i shed and oppressed . 

More l i s tening would benefit 
Indians , Be l l ecourt s u g g e s t s to 
churches . It w a s l i s tening by 
g o v e r n m e n t , Churches and other 
institutions that led to s e v e r a l . 
recent and successful attempts 
by Indians to protect land and 
w a t e r r e s e r v e s threatened by 
c o m m e r c i a l and recreat ional 
en terpr i se s . 

A n o t h e r s u g g e s t i o n t o 
c h u r c h e s i s the appea l by Vine 
De lor ia , Jr . , for a s s i s t a n c e in set
t ing up an independent a g e n c y 
to moni tor Indian c o n c e r n s . T h e 
author c l a i m s that the g o v e r n 
m e n t i s not a l w a y s the Indians ' 
bes t friend. 

Mrs . L a D o n n a Harr i s , pres i 
dent of A m e r i c a n s for Indian 
Opportunity ; and a Comanche 
m a r r i e d to ! former Sen . F r e d 

Harris of Oklahoma, has urged 
church a id iiin p r e s e r v i n g the 
cultural heritage of Indians and 

in rect i fy ing the "-poor" job done 
in wri t ing about Indians in U.S . 
his tory. 

But a b o v e a l l , s a y s Mrs . Harr is , 
church people c a n e n c o u r a g e 
Indians in tiieir s t r ides for jus 
t ice , se l f -re l iance and e c o n o m i c 
i m p r o v e m e n t by unders tanding 
"India|n-ness." U n d e r s t a n d i n g 
will go a long w a y , s h e m a i n 
ta ins , t oward he lp ing Indians 

regain what they need: cultural 
identi f icat ion without d i s c r i m 
ination. 

Hanukkah 
B y S . K A R C A M A N 

Over the centur i e s , J e w s h a v e 
c o m m e m o r a t e d the M a c c a b e a n 
v ic tory o v e r the Syr ians in 165 
B .C . and the rededicat ion of the 
T e m p l e wh ich h a d b e e n def i led 
by the King of Syr ia during Han-
nukkah t h e " F e s t i v a l of 
L i g h t s " or " F e s t i v a l of D e d i c a 
t ion ." S ince that t i m e Hanukkah 
has been celebrated by lighting 
c a n d l e s on a Menorah for e i g h t 
d a y s a s a r e m i n d e r of t h e m i r a c l e 
of a conta iner of oil in the 

Temple which burned for eight 

d a y s ins tead of one . 

When Hanukkah b e g i n s this 
y e a r , on D e c . 1, spec ia l p r a y e r s 
wil l be rec i t ed by the father of 
the household and c a n d l e s wil l 
be b l e s sed . T h e n , us ing the ninth 
c a n d l e , c a l l e d " S h a m m a s h , " 
one of the e ight c a n d l e s wil l be 
l ighted. Th i s ritual wil l be re
peated for s u c c e s s i v e n ights un
til all e ight c a n d l e s on the Me
norah a r e ab laze . In addit ion, 
g i f ts a r e givjen and s p e c i a l g a m e s 
are p l a y e d by the ch i ldren . 

For 17 Teachers... 
A Learning Experience 

By B A R B A R A M O Y N E H A N 

F o r the p a s t e ight Saturday 
m o r n i n g s Mrs . P a t r i c i a M u m 
m e r ! of the L a k e v i e w E l e m e n 
tary schoo l , held c l a s s e s at St. 
Bon i face on the theory and 
prac t i ce of individual ized edu
cat ion . ' for 17 t e a c h e r s from 12 

schoo l s . 

Accord ing to one part ic ipant 
who w a s sorry to s e e the work
shop end. Mrs . M u m m e r t didn't 
h a v e to t e a c h m u c h b e c a u s e the 
t e a c h e r s w e r e s o e n t h u s e d about 

the n e w concept , they c a m e up 
with their own ideas . 

Mrs . M u m m e r t h a s a m a s t e r ' s 
d e g r e e in educat ion from the 
State Univers i ty Col lege at 
Brockport . and a lot of exper i 
e n c e t e a c h i n g , and o b s e r v i n g 
indiv idual ized educat ion pro
g r a m s from trave l ing around the 
country for N e w York State re-
search foundations. 

The former Sacred H e a r t 
A c a d e m y faculty m e m b e r fee l s 
an anc ient Ch inese proverb b e s t 
e x p l a i n s the b a s i s of individual-

_Pfc«»rfcT I —f >T> E.'Kette 

Timothy Connor, in Miss McCawTs class, plays 
" C o m p o u n d F r a c t u r e , ' * m a k i n g u p l o n g w o r d s 

. from short. 
GourHNaurnai ' . ' • " . - . : 

ized educat ion: "I h e a r and I 
forget. I s e e and I r e m e m b e r . 
I do and I unders tand ." 

Mrs. M u m m e r t s h o w e d the 
t e a c h e r s how to e s tab l i sh , in 
their c l a s s r o o m s , useful a l ter
nat ives to convent ional l e s sons , 
ca l led l earning cen ters . 

A learning center is composed 
of br ight ly co lored c a n i s t e r s 
filled with exercises in reading 
c o m p r e h e n s i o n , se l f - express ion , 

color and geometric figure 
m a t c h i n g , d i sgu i sed a s g a m e s . 

P a c k a g e d l earn ing is a natural 
thing to g i v e chi ldren in an a g e 
w h e n Madison A v e n u e h a s m a d e 
m e r c h a n d i s i n g and se l l ing a sc i 
e n c e , the t e a c h e r s and Mrs . 
M u m m e r t a g r e e . 

One of the part i c ipants w h o 
i m p l e m e n t e d a l earn ing c e n t e r 
in her intermediate classroom 
three w e e k s a g o , M a r y A g n e s 
McCann of BlessedfUacrament, 
s a i d the i d e a i s to s u p p l e m e n t the 

children's regular work. 
S i n c e s e t t ing up the c e n t e r for 

h e r 24 pupi l s s h e h a s noted 
" f e w e r d i sc ip l ine p r o b l e m s " a n d 
thus "more time to teach." While 
some of the-class is doing regular 
l e s s o n s , the *rest c a n b e i n v o l v e d 

in learning center activities. 

M i s s M c C a n n a l s o npted t h a t 

her pupils adjust better to more 
convent iona l l e s s o n s w h e n s e a -
s«!|ed^i|te|fme sppiStlii learning 
c e i t e r a c t i W t i e s . ^ . ' ' • • • • 
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William 
B u t l e a r n i n g c e n t e r s 1 d o not 

cure classroom commotion. 
" S o m e t i m e s i t g e t s no i sy b e c a u s e 
t h e k i d s g e t e x c i t e d a n d w a n t t o 

share ifehat thfey are worjcing ojn. 
B u t it-'Sj n i c e -noise ," ' qual i f ied 
MisS'ltee3TOir"ir« niWi%,see 
kiu%6*fiil$ about iear^n£*_ 1 

Other schbols^tl iafcjmrtie ipated 

were Sacred Heart, Christ the 
King, H o l y R e d e e m e r , I m m a c u 
l a t e Concept ion , St . F r a n c i s 

Xavier, St, James,-St, Johnitlie 
• E v a n g e l i s t , St . J o h n ' s in <Grreseee,j 
Ubly Tjrihity and St. <3otfn%.3.!ii 

' Spencerport. • ; ; 
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