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Sixth in series Introducmg year
of Renewal Personnel in Auburn

Region. L.
By MARY ANN GINNERTY
Auburn — ““Today people have

a chance’ to see things hap

that will be good for the chuprgg
and community and I feel it-is
my responsibility to get in-
volved,” said Benjamin Cool of
6 Burt Ave., Diocesan Pastoral
Formation Committee represent-
ative from the Auburn Region.
“1 certainly would encourage
more to become involved and
not just wait around to be asked.”

Cool waliJ aplpoint_edv to the
a

Diocesan storal Formation .
Committee in July by the Au-
burn Regional Coordinating
team for the year of Renewal ef-
forts. He is one of a number of

_representatives from different

areas of the diocese and varied
concerns, including clergy, re-
ligious and the laity, who have
begun to share ideas and tackle

108 to be Confirmed ’
Tuesday in Auburn

By MARY ANN GINNERTY

Auburn “The Spirit is
a-movin”’ could be the theme
song for the 10-week confirma-
tion course for public and: paro-
chial school children at St. Al-
phonsus Church, which will cul-
minate in the confirmation of
105 youtb and 3 adults by Bishop
Dennis W. Hickey on Nov. 28.-

In line with the present teach-
ing of the sacrament of confir-
mation, the parents had a greater
role in the preparation, which
focused not only on the spiritual
meaning of the sacrament, but
also on the social aspect
commitment of the active Christ-
ian and the relationship of indi-

viduals within the living church.

The program implemented by

Father Lewis Brown, recentl
transferred to St, Ann's in ﬂOl"
nell, and Sister Brian, religion
instructor at St. Alphonsus
School, followed the diocesan
syllabus for confirmation.

The preparation for confirma-
tion -as a shared experience be-
tween youth and parent focused
on the discussion and analysis
of the paper, °‘‘Mission of the
Church To The Divcese of Roch-
ester’’; the believing, serving,
worshipping and listening
church.

Throughout the coursg, the
bishop’s role in administering
the sacrament and the candi-
date’s relationship to him were
called to mind through the en-
roll_ment ceremony, fvritten re-
actions to the Mission of the
Church paper to be forwarded to
the bishop, and personal letters
to the bishop communicating
the youth’s desire to be confirm-
ed and their original prayers.

The letters were handed in at
the enrollment ceremony after
three weeks of discussion of the
sacrament. In a speeial liturgy,
the young people, accompanied

by their parents, declared their
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wigh {0 be confirmed and their

commitment to Christ.

Sister Brian explained that
confirmation is administered
now at an older age when the
youth have a greater capacity to
understand themselves as Christ-
ians with a definite relationship

to the world around them.

Action was the byword in the
two featured programs, CIA
(Christians in Action) which
focused on the social aspect of
the parish going out to the
people, and CAP {Christians At
Prayer) which foctsed on the
praying community and their
part in it. These two programs
were planned by the parents.

Sister’ Brian indicated there is
emphasis on personal prayer in
today’s church and time was set
aside for private personal pray-
er. Prayers written by the youth
will be compiled into a book-
let to be shared with the parish.

The social mission of the
church was highlighted by Fath-
er Charles Mulligan’s discussion
of human development.

““The youth .pdfticipated in
parish activities and performed
corporal works of mercy which
are a real service to people, but
it is important to help them

realize they are accepting a more
mature role in the church and it

can’t be something they will do
a couple of times,” Sister Brian
explained. “For instance, you
can't read to the elderly for 2
or 3 weeks then pull out of their
lives. This is not Christian com-
mitment.”’

Other highlights were Father
Daniel Holland’s address on the
Vear of Renewal and the Nov.
19 Day of Recollection which had
a theme of Light and Darkness,
centering on the sacrament of
penance and its connection to
confirmation.
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the practical concerns of how to
form a pastoral council.

Cool explained one of the goals
of the Year of Renewal is to have
a diocesan-wide, elected pastoral
council which will provide struc-
ture to help administer the pol-
icies of the diocese, provide
charinels of communication for
the laity and clergy and in ail re-
spects, further the Mission of the
Church.

According to Cool, the purpose
of the temporary formation com-
mittee is to find ways to facilitate
the creation of parish, regional
and ultimately the pastoral coun-
cil, all of which would bring.to-
gether the people of God for the

.purpose of fulfilling the prin-

ciples of Christ.

He will be serving on'é sub-
committee working on guidelines
to provide essential ground rules.

Employed at the Auburn Post

Office, Cool is a parishioner of °
St. Mary’s. His wife, Marion, is -

active on the regional liturgy
committee and they have seven
children. He has been vice pres-
ident of the Notre Dame Retreat
League in Cayuga County, past
president of the Men's Club, and
active in a variety of parish af-
fairs. ,

Modest about }us appointment

to the committee, he views it as
one of the increasing number of
ways the Church is attemptmg

to involve the layman in de-
cisions in the church today.

‘“Phere are many 'téén}ed ;

with those who need to know th

ideas who
shouldn’t sit around waiting to
be asked to contribute,” he stres-

people with good

sed. “It is our Church and T féel
as laymen we must carry out our
share of the Church’s work.”

Auburn Area Notes

Aurora — The Altar and Ros-
ary Society of St. Patrick’'s in
Aurora.- and St. ichael’'s in
Union Springs are sponsormg a
bazaar and bake sale in St. Pat-
rick’s Hall on Saturday, Dec. 2,
11 a,m.-4 p.m:, and on Sunday,
Dec. 3, lOam-3pm

Auburn — The Holy Famlly

Home-School

Assocxatxon is

sponsoring ' a Harvest Moon
Dance in the school auditorium

on Saturday, Nov. 25. A buffet .

will be served at 8:30 p.m. with

dancing to Frank Borza’s orches-
tra beginning at 9:30 p.m. Open
to the public, tickets are $3.00
per person and reservations may
be made with dance chairman,

Mr. and Mrs. John Malandruc-

colo.
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" Nov. 26th to Dec. 2nd
Retreat Fee - $75 per person

For further information contact Rev, Robert Coine - 328-3210
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