
Bishops Urge End to War 

Auxiliary Bishop William McManus of Chicago 
(left), chairman of the U.S. Catholic Conference's 
education committee, confers with Auxiliary Bish
op Raymond Lucker of St. Paul-Minneapolis dur
ing the semi-annual meeting to the National Con
ference of Catholic Bishops in Washington. (RNS) 

U.S. Bishops 
Stress Traditional 
Role of Education 

Washington, D.C. (RNS) — 
The U.S. Catholic^bishops in a 
major pastoral s ta tement here 
reaffirmed the traditional mis
sion of Christian education and 
urged all Catholics to "main ta in 
and' strengthen" its purposes 
— to teach doctrine, build com
munity and serve . 

Warning that the Catholic 
school system is " shr ink ing" 
and undergoing a financial crisis, 
the 28-page pastoral, "To Teach • 
as Jesus Did," called for a series 
of specific steps for action and a 
" r e n e w a l " of purpose and organ
ization. 

The s ta tement , in preparat ion 
for over a year under the aus
pices ofHhe education commit tee 
of the U.S. Catholic Conference, 
was approved by a vote of 197 
to 29, with four absentions by 
the membersh ip of the National 
Conference of Catholic Bishops. 
The USCC and the NCCB met 
here Nov. 13-17. 

Auxiliary Bishop William 
McManus of Chicago said during 
a press conference that the pas
toral is unprecedented in that it 
is the first to reflect sent iments 
from the whole Catholic com
munity. Many levels of the 
Church were involved in the 
study that led to the draft pre
sented to the bishops. 

Stressing the need for " m a n y 
different educational "programs 
and inst i tut ions," the pastoral 
pointed out that planning and 
implementat ion " m u s t involve 
the ent ire Catholic community 
. . . particularly Catholic par
ents . . . " 

The s ta tement urged cooper
ation and collaboration among 
priests, religious, lay teachers 
and adminis t ra tors as "full part
ners in the Catholic educational 
enterpr ise . . ." 

Noting an "Amer ican imper
a t ive" for educational freedom 
and diversity, the s ta tement 
said, "The right of parents to 
exercise genuine freedom of 
choice in education in ways con
sistent with the principles of 
justice and equality must be rec
ognized and m a d e opera t ive ." 

In this connection, the pastoral 
called for "special a t tent ion" 
to those who suffer from "educa
tional d i sadvantages . " 

In an overt plea for govern-
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ment aid for Catholic schools, 
the pastoral observed that " a t 
the level of institutional com
mitment , too, service of the publ
ic interest is a noble quali ty of 
Catholic and other non-public 
schools in Amer ica . " 

Declaring that "many benefits 
flow from the private educa
tional effort into the life bloodi of 
the nat ion," the pastoral satid, 
"These schools supply a divers
ity which the American educa
tional system will . otherwise 
l ack . . . 

"Most important , the commit
ment of Catholic s choo l s« to 
Christian values and the Christ
ian moral code renders a pro
found service to a society which 
depends on spiritual values and 
good moral conduct for its very 
surv iva l . " 

The pastoral , generally divided 
into five par ts , focused largely 
on forms of Catholic education, 
covering adult and higher educa
tion, and the educational minis-' 
try to youth in major sections. 
Seminary education had been 
dealt with in another documen t 

Of adult education, it said th^rt 
today, more than ever, "it is im
portant to recognize that l e a d 
ing is a life long experience . . . 
It is essential that . . . p rograms 
recognize not only the par t icular 
a ims of adults, but also their 
matur i ty and exper ience ." Tne ; 
pastoral also stressed the ne^of 
for "family life" education 
and the role of parents as educa
tors. 

Relating adult education to 
current social ills, the state
ment noted that "the social doqt-
rine of the gospel" a ims to recon
cile, not antagonize. It said that 
the gospel 's proclamation must 
be forthright, even when it "chal
lenges widely accepted att i tudes 
and prac t ices . " 

It called for "par ish seduca-
tional cen te r s " and "regional 
catechetical cen te r s " to offset 
the absence of Catholic school!?, 
and urged that "voluntary serv
ice" in religious education pro
g r a m s be strengthened. < 

"Careful attention should be 
given to providing education tb 
members of minority groups and 
to involving them in the main
s t r eam of the catechetical ef
fort," the s ta tement said. 

The pastoral emphasized that 
Catholic schqols still "afford 
the fullest and best opportunity"' 
to realize the purpose of Christl-
ian education among youthi 
"More than any other program! 
of education sponsored by the 
Church, the Catholic school has 
the opportunity and obligation 
to be unique, contemporary, and 
oriented to Christian service^ 
. . . ," the pastoral declared. j 

Courier-Journal 

Washington, D.C. (Rns) — Ech
oing their 1971 call for an end 
to the Vietnam war with "no 
further de lay ," the Roman Cath
olic bishops of the United States 
also m a d e a special plea for 
"generos i ty" in reconciling sin
cere conscientious objectors and 
in rebuilding strife-torn South
east Asia. 

The prela tes passed a reso
lution by a vote of 186 to 4 which, 
in effect, condemned both sides 
in the war for "bombing and 
terrorism which are causing 
such a loss of civilian life and the 
destruction of the land itself" 
in Vietnam. 

" Indeed , " they said, " a part ic
ularly anguishing and in many 
cases- immoral aspect of this war 
has been the suffering and death 
inflicted upon non-combatants." 

The s ta tement read by Car
dinal John Dearden of Detroit, 
was the second daft of a resolu
tion and again caused a lengthy 
and spirited debate during which 
the phrase, "War is no longer 
admissible as a means of settling 
disputes," was voted out of the 
document. 

A milder substitution, which 
also included a prerogative for 
self-defense and limited war, 
was approved by a bishops' bal
lot of 138 to 60. The motion was 
made by Cardinal Pa t r ick 0 ' -
Boyle of Washington on a recom
mendation by Abbot Edmund 
McCaffrey, OSV, of Belmont 
Abbey, N.C. 

Cardinal 0 'Boyle charged that 
the s ta tement rejected was "un
fair to those who died in all our 
w a r s " and he said it indicated 
that "We will not stand up and 
defend our nation when neces
s a r y . " 

The bishops' resolution, which 
was described by Cardinal Deajr-
den as a "thrust to the future," 
observed that "final details of a 
settlement" of the war are being 
refined and it called for p raye r 
"to Christ, the Prince of Peace, 
for a successful outcome of pres
ent negotiations: that is, for a 
just and lasting peace with sta
bility and freedom for all the na
tions and peoples of Southeast 
Asia." 

Major Action 

By Bishops 
Washington, D.C. (RNS) -

Major developments at the U.S. 
Catholic Bishops' conference: 

• The first pastoral since 1968, 
a wide - ranging document on 
education that was prepared 
after consultation with the laity. 

• A s ta tement on " the impera
tives of peace , " which called for 
an end to the war in Vietnam, 
reconciliation of conscientious 
objectors, and the reconstruction 
of Southeast Asia,* and warned 
of " g r a v e moral p rob lems" con
nected with the war . 

• Establ ishment of a Standing 
Committee on the Priesthodd 
and a permanent national office 
to service it. 

• A request to the Vatican for 
three special norms to help 
American diocesan m a r r i a g e 
courts expedite annulment 
cases . 

• Approval of a projected pas
toral letter on the Blessed Vir
gin Mary. 

• A s ta tement on rura l poverty 
urging increased attention by 
Church and society to the prob
lems of the rura l poor. 
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Wednesday, November 22, 1972 

" . . . we believe the impera
tives of peace now demand in
tensive study of many complex 
and pressing and moral i ssues ," 
the bishops declared. They add
ed that " the experience of recent 
years amply illustrates the fact 
tha t g rave ethical and mora l 
questions regarding warfare re
main unsolved." They said furth
e r in the debated s ta tement : 

"While recognizing the right 
of self-defense, we aire neverthe
less convinced that w a r is not an 
apt means of settling d isputes" 
and "we regard as am urgent pri
ority the quest for viable means 
of preventing war and for effec
tive a l te rnat ive methods of re
solving conflicts — through such 
agencies as the United Nations 

The NCCB resolution specif
ically called on the U.S. Catholic 
Conference, Catholic education
al institutions, and diocesan of
fices for A justice and peace to 
" t ake a leading role In the effort 
to work for international justice 
and find ways to (ensure that 

peace — which, God willing, is 
returning to Southeast Asia and 
also to the U.S. — will be the per
manent condition of human life 
in all nations and for all t ime . " 

The bishops' resolution urged 
tha t Americans "now turn their 
attention to the task of recon
ciliation not only in Southeast 
Asia but also in our country. This 
war can well leave a residue of 
bit terness which could poison 
our national life for years to 
come," the statement warned. 

The resolution urged special 
attention to the young people 
affected by the war, returning 
ve terans , w a r prisoners and 
t h o s e . wounded in conflict. It 
also urged "s incere compass ion" 
for the families of those killed, 
ma imed or missing in action. 

" In the spirit of reconcilia
tion," the resolution stressed, 
"al l possible consideration must 
be given to those young men 
who, because of s incere consci-
tious belief, refused to partici
pate in this war.'f 
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