
Baseball Starts with Religion 
"New York — The Brooklyn 

Atlantic* and toe Philadel­
phia Athletics vie for base­
ball's championship in the 
IMS version of the World 

Series, as illustrated in a 
newspaper of that e r a . 

While most Americans be­
lieve baseball was invented 
by an American named Abner 
Doubfeday and first played 

at Cooperstown, N.Y., in 
18», a history of baseball 
just published links the game 
with early religkms rites and 
t races i ts forerunners back 

9,590 years to ancient Egypt. 
Irving Lietner in Baseball : 

Diamond in the Rough (Cri­
terion Books) begins bis his­
tory with a quotation from an 
A m e r i c a n m i s s i o n a r y to 

Syria, the Rev. Henry Har r i s 
Jessup, who -found Arab boys 
playing "Tabeh" or baseball 
at the same time mat the 
ear ly American a m a t e u r clubs 
were being organized. Schol­
ars in recent years have dis­
covered that many games in­
volving a ball played through­
out the world have their roots 
in primitive religious rites. 
(RNS) . , 

A Pat on Back for Ethnics 
Wake Forest , N.C. (RNS) - A 

Catholic sociologist has char­
acterized U.S. Catholic "e thn ics" 
as people with -a "potential for 
o p e n n e s s , m o v e m e n t and 

growth," and challenged the Idea 
tha t they a r e "super-pat r io ts ." 

"racist" and "bawRs" who can-
not bring themselves to criticize 
their country. 

Said Fa the r Andrew Greeley: 

"The ethnics like the United 

States of America, The flag, the 
Star Spangled Banner , the Con-

stitutiqn, the Declaration of 
Independence . . . all of these a r e 
admired symbols which together 
sum up the gratitude the ethnic 
feels for what the U.S. made pos-

sible^. . . freedom, dignity, com-
fort /securi ty . . . " 

The sociologist noted t h a t with 
respect to social ills, racial equal-

ity, and social change "the @th> 
nics a r e if anything substantially 

more 'liberal' than the average 
American ." 

Father Greeley, who heads the 
Center for the Study of Ameri­
can Plura l ism a t the University 
of Chicago, spoke to a group of 
theologians and sociologists at­
tending a colloquium on "Civil 
Religion in Amer ica , " a t the 

Southeastern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary in Wake Forest . 

The colloquium was sponsored 
bv the seminary and the Inter-

Father Koob Hurt in Fall 
Washington, D.C. (RNS) — 

F a t h e r C. Albert Koob. 0 . 
P r a e m . , president of the National 
Catholic Educational Association 
and a leading Catholic edUOatOr. 
remained in critical condition a t 

Georgetown University Hospital 
a s a result of injuries suffered 
in a fall a t a shopping center 
here Oct. 28. 

Father Koob fell about 30 feet 
when a g r a t e he stepped on out-
Side a store in the Jennifer Mall 
gave way. 

A hospital spokesman said 
there had been some improve­
men t in the pr ies t ' s condition and 
that it was not "UfeHhreaten-
ing." He added, however, that 
doctors .expressed some fear 
that the injuries to, .Father Koob 
could be "crippling'.'' 
Courier-Journal 

The 52-year-old priest was 
placed in the intensive care ward 
at the hospital. A spokesman said 
he suffered a brain contusion, 

a broken left shoulder, a broken 
knee cap, a fractured cheekbone, 

brohen bones in his feet and 
multiple lacerations of the head 
and face. 

Fa the r Koob has been with the 
NCEA since 1961 when he took 
the post of associate secre ta ry 
of its secondary school depart­
ment . F r o m 1948 to 1961,he was 
vice-principal and principal of 
Bishop Neumann High School 
in Philadelphia. In 1966, he was 
named inter im executive secre­
tary of the NCEA and executive 
secretary" in 1967. H e held tha t 
title untff 1969 when it was 
changed to president. 

reUgious Affairs Depar tment of 
the American Jewish Commit­
tee, New York, 

Observing tha t the t e r m "e th-

nic" is merely a euphemism for 
"Cathol ic" when most people 

use it, Father Greeley criticized 
most commenta tors on ethnicity 
and middle America because 
they "have not been in the neigh­
borhood for a hell of a long time, 
if ever." 

He said he did not wish to 

"romanticize the ethnics," add* 
ing that they a r e not "ange ls or 

saints, folk heroes or a new 
messianic people. They a r e 
human beings like the rest of us, 
and they deserve to be under­
stood in their full complexity..." 

Father Greeley said that like 
many Americans, the ethnics 
"have not despaired of Ameri­
can society" and that the as­
sumption among the "e l i t e s" 
that the ethnics are alienated is 
not confirmed - by information 
avaUable. 

Declaring that there a re strong 
"res idual forces in the civil re­
ligion of ethnics which . . . m a k e 
them • sympathet ic te social 

change," the priest asserted that 
ethnics have a strong conviction 
about individual freedom and 
dignity, rooted in the Judeo-

Christian tradition. 
"In addition, I would argue 

that abhorrence of social injus­
tice, again drawn directly from 
the Yahwistic tradition, is very 
much a part of the civil religion 
of ethnics." He added that "eth­
nics have higher scores on inte­
gration scales" than the Ameri­
can average, even in the North. . 
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Words, those wondrous tools, 
come and go. As with other tools, 
they ̂ s imply w e a r but and a r e 
thrown away. But some last for­
ever, and find themselves in the 
company of imaginat ive new 
words designed to build and 
spark le a changing world. 

A {spy who has been prying 
into the 1971' Addenda to Web-
ster'4 Third New International 
Dictionary sends m e a signal: 

Frankl in could never 
have) used such words:as 'grandi­
ose' or 'rambunctious!-' Abraham 

In could -never- Have known 
'polarize' or 'biodegradable1 and 
even Franklin Roosevelt would 

..not.have.known 'laser,? 'psyche­
delic'or'cosmonaut.'! • 

"Many old words never die, 
they simply fade away into other 
meanings. The word 'soul' has 
certainly taken on a new defi­
nition or two in the past few 
years. In 1806, Noah Webster 
listed 'gregarious' as; 'going in 
flocks or h e r d s / while today 
we use it to m e a n sorneone who 
is social a n a enjoys ' company. 
And a word l ike ^consumer* adds 

an 'ism' and takes on an entirely 
new concept ." 

Right on, as we say. 
Nobody nowadays uses such 

extinct words as "yesternight," 
"outdwell," "prolate," or "con-
grue." If you were living in the 
early 19th century you would 
have called an old lady a "dra- '• 
zel," an idler a "doodle,'' a buf­
foon a "kickshoe" and a meteor 
a "will-with-a-wisp." (Maybe 
I'll "chicken out" on that last 
statement.) 

Old Noah ruled that a person 
having a fainting spell was suf­
fering a "lipothymy/^ and that 
if the person got caught in a 
quagmire he was glued to a 
"mtezy." Noah's residence was 
a " c o m m o r a n c e . " He is not 

remembered as a wit, but if he 
felt h e was he would [have said 
he was possessed of " ingeny." 
Had she lived in those days , 
Betty F r i edan would, have re­
sented being called "womanish . " 
That, then, meant "suitable to a 
woman, delicate, soft." 

"This generat ion [especially 
is being hit broadside with m a n y 
new ideas and concepts ," says 
Dr. H. JBosley Woolf] editorial 
director for dictionaries a t G & 

many meanings reflect the cul­
tural and scientific explosion of 
our t imes, pui- language is being 
influenced by an increasingly 
urban, society, space exploration, 
.greater social freedoms, drugs , 
the Black experience, woman's 
liberation, the environment , t he 
great libeiial-conservative de­
bates, the innovations on campus 
and much more. 

"As recently a s a few yea r s 

ago, Americans had never heard 
of unisex, unflappable, u rban 
sprawl , splashdown, soul food, 
skyjacker, sriowmobiler, pop 
art, microimage, Afro, and anti-
ballistic missile. Today we talk 
of a Jesus freak, of acidhead, 
freaking out, rapping and over­
kill. We speak of the nitty-gritty, 
of pizzazz, Middle America and 
moonwalk 

"Some areas sUeh as computer 
technology, space and commu­
nications have spawned whole 
new vocabularies. We simply 
did not have the words for many 
of these, new concepts, so' new 
word's had to be developed and 
old. words changed . " 

6 l d Noah knew it was coming. 

"A living language must keep 
pace with improvement In know­
ledge and with the multiplication 
of ideas," he wrote, 'way back 
when. "It is impossible to stop 
the progress of language." 

He might have .-.added that it 
sometimes also, seems' impos­
sible to understand .the words 
of language. For example, we 
obviously still don ' t quite under* 
s tand tha t s imple little combina­
tion of words: Love Thy Neigh­
bor. 

Hope tha t is not too nubilous. 

ARCHBISHOP TO SPEAK 

New York (RNS) ̂ - Archbish­
op Fulton J. Sheen, retired 
bishop of Rochester , will be the 

featured speaker Nov. 10 at the 
Salvation Army ' s Friday.evening 
series of evangelical meet ings 
here . This is the 41st season of 
the F r iday night meet ings a t 
the New York Temple in Green­
wich Village, and the longest 

continuing evangelistic series 
in New York. Archbishop Sheen 
is the first Roman Catholic C Merriam. "The number of new clergyman to participate in the 

words and the changes in so ser ies . 

"the 8 Day 
Europe" 

by 
AMERICAN 
EXPRESS ; 
For your free copy! of the 
new American Express 
booklet, "The 8-Day Eu­
rope," call or write the 
Van Zile Travel office 
most convenient to you. 
This colorful Si-Page 
booklet offers you a choice 
of 24 vacations fre-it 

Copenhagen Royal Guard. 

.November 1st to March 31st. 
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