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Father Paul Cuddy called at the Avon
reetory recently but I was at work in
Roche's'ter. He left a book for me to
read, ““The Decline and Fall of Radical
Catholicism.” This gentle Jeremiad
is the report of “a disillusioned liberal”’
who claims “the radical Catholics”
dashed “‘the great hopes”™ of a decade
ago to leave the Church in a shambles,
its members “‘now totally alienated.”

James Hitchcock, the book’s author,

proposes no remedy. He concludes
with nothing better than a list of
“twenty-six heretical notions charac-
terizing radical Catholicism,” includ-
ing: ‘‘Religious beliefs have meaning
insofar as they can be translated into
wholly human terms; otherwise they
are meaningless and distracting,”
which, Hitchcock says, is heretical

I suppose we could haggle for hours
about who is to blame for dashing ‘“‘the
great hopes’” born a decade ago which

many, rather than be free for God, have
chosen to be free from him, and church-
men still too often resort to subtle pres-
sures to limit freedom. Again ‘“‘great
hopes’’ ‘have not been realized but who
would want to go back to an era when
faith was too often linked to threats,

warnings and scoldings, as if God were .

some all-seeing spy in the sky to note
and punish us for every jnfraction of

churchmen'’s rules?
I bhad thought that the cluster of

Orthodox and Protestant delegates

close to the Pope at the Council weré
2 promise that all Christians would
soon be one, as the Lord prayed we
should be. Perhaps this was the great-
est of my ‘‘great hopes’ but this too is
still far from being attained. But who
would want to go back to the pre-
Council days when Christians eyed
each other with ‘suspicion if not with
contempt, when Catholics were judged
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It's only 47 days to Christmas. Here

are a few hints to keep Christmas h_o}y.
to prepare for the season’s amenities

of card and gift giving, and to save
wear and tear on the nervous system.

Christmas Greetings: preferably re-
ligious, unless ‘one sends a picture of
the family, which is a form of Incar-
nationalism. When possible, a per-
sonal note is- appreciated. But do not

expect personal notes from people

who are as. much an institution as.

as persons. Eol example, the President,
bishops, managers of industries, heads
of institutions and the like. Even if a
card is not very personal it is nice to b
remembered; but it would be bad i
anyone should take offense because
he didn't get a eard. With eards from a
dime to half a dollar plus stamps;
Christmas greetings can become ex-
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‘“Amore, more, ore, re
Servanture amicitiae.”

* This means: By love, by custorﬂ, by
word, by deed, Friendships are pre-
served.”” The annual Christmqs greet-
ing keeps many a friendship alive.

. Gifts: The cost of the gift is but a
shadow next to the heart of the giver.
One' of the best, and easiest gifts is a
good book, or a subscription to a maga-
zine or a weekly paper. For example,
I have twenty two neices and nephews
who have a total of around eighty
children. I should never be able to buy
gifts for all, so I sent The Catholic Di-
gest and Qur Sunday Visitor to each

. family. Most of them find the reading
interesting, since it is geared to family
reading. Some who teach CCD use ma-
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